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ARABIAN ALES, — 





CHEHERAZADE, having finifhed the fto- 
~ ry.of Schebandad of Surat, waited the or- 
ders of the Sultan Schahriar.—“-What,” faid 
he is your ftory ended ?”—* Invincible Sul- 
tan,” replied fhe, ‘‘ I would with to vary your 
pleafures, by giving you a new and more in- 
terefting relation, of a different, kind from the 
former ; but it is very long, and the day is faft — 
approaching. Therefore, as I have need of 
repofe, I will, with the permiflion of my Lord 
and Mafter, referve the {tar of Bohetzad and 
his ten Viziers for the evening.” It is rea- 
‘ fonable,” faid the Sultan, 'T feel myfelf a 
little drowfy as well as you, and I fhould be. 
glad likewife to repofe.” Upon a fignal given 
with his hand, the lights west put’ out, ‘the 
affembly broke up, and the feraglio was funk 
‘Gn filence magi a eos 
The evening being atlength come, and évé- ... 
ry thing prepared for heariag the flory of the - 
be et. Ta beaue 
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beautiful Sultanefs, fhe addreffed Schahriar 
in thefe words: “ I warn your Highnefs be- 
forchand, not to expeét in this ftory, any of 
thofe extraordinary facts, of which your Ma- 
jefty appears to me to be fo fond: but 
‘“« What,” interrupted the Sultan, ‘* no birds? 
no more magic?”—‘+ No, Sire, the moral of 
this ftory is drawn from the predeftination of 
man; and I will prove to your Majefty, that 
nothing on earth can alter the decrees of hea- 
ven.” ‘If it be fo,” replied the Sultan, “ it 
is certainly decreed, that I fhould attend to 
your ftory :—you may therefore begin it.” 
Scheherazade, after a gentle inclination of 
the heaa, {poke as follows : 











Stor of Bobetxad, and his Ten Vizters. : 


HE kingdom of Dineroux comprehended all 
Syria, and the Ifles of India, lying at the 
mouth of the Perfian Gulf. This powerful 
flate was formerly fubje&t to King Bohetzad, 
who refided in the city of Iffeffara. Nothing 
could equal the power of this Monarch. His 
troops were without number, his ‘treafures 
inexhguiftible, and the population of his  do- 
minions was equal to their fertility. His 

whole 
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whale kingdom, divided into ten great depart~ 
ments, was entrufted to the adminiftration of 
ten Viziers, of whom his divan was compofed. 
This Prince ufed often to repair to the chafe, 

as a recreation after the cares of government. 
One day, while he entered with his ufual 
keennefs into this exercife, he allowed himfelf 
to be carried fo far in purfuit of a ftag, which 
had darted into the foreft, and left his attend- 
ants at fo great a diftance, that, upon coming 
out of the’ wood, he could perceive none 
of his people. He had alfo loft fight of his 
prey; and while he endeavoured to find out 
the Eaft of the place he was in, he per- 
ceived, at a diftance, a pretty large troop 
of men. He approached them, and as he 
drew near, he could diftinguith a body of forty 
Knights *, furrounding a fplendid litter, the 
‘brightnefs of which was heightened by the 
. Yays of the fun. This carriage was made of 
rock cryftal: the mouldings and hinges were 
ef carved gold; and the roof, in form of a 
crown, was made of wood of aloes, having 
A 2 cortices 


* Knights. The very ancient knighthood of India 
exifts there to this day. Thofe who devote thems 
felves to this manner of life, come, armed from head 
to foot, to offer their fervices to the different Prin- 
ces. See the memoirs of Hyder-Ali Kan, 
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cornices Lof filver,. This litter refer blelt | im 
fhape a {mall antique temple *, but fo brilliant, 
that the eye was quite dasiiled with it.. Ad 
prodigy of this kind, in the midi of a. defart, 
aftonithed the King, and at the fame time ex 
‘cited his curiofity. He came up and faluted 
the convoy ; and addrelling his difcourfe to the 
Knight, who held the reins’ of the mules; 
“ friends,’ {aid he, ‘* be fo kind, as tell me the 
4 meaning ‘cf all this equipage, and the naine of — 
the perfon to whom it belongs.” : 
, Notwithftanding the civil and polite man- 
ner.in which the Monarch {poke this, yet, as 
his hunting drefs did not’ exprefs the dignity 
' of the wearer, they anfwered, ‘ What mate 
ters it to you?” Bohetzad was not. difcou- 
_ raged with fo dry an anfwer, but ftill infifted 
with politenefs, and even earneftnels, for a more 
/fatisfe€tory reply. He, who appeared to be 
_ the leader of the troop, then prefented to him 
_ the point of his fpear, and faid, **-Go on your 
way, audacious fellow ; otherwife, if your cy- 
“tiofity becomes more impertinent, be adluses 

4t will coft you your life.” 
‘This infolent behaviour excited the indig- 
mation of the ing : he went up to the Knight 
toa = who 


Se 8 POTS Bind Of nariake } is called, in Arabic, tage 
ee weet “ 


“Ure 
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who thus threatened him, with that air of con-. 
fidence, and that commanding tone, the habit 
ef which he had. acquired in the exercife of 
abfolute power: ‘* Slave of my throne,” faid 
he to him, ‘ doft thou not know Bohetzad ? 
But, had I been only a common man, after 
{peaking to. you in fo modeft and friendly a 
manner, ought you to have threatened me 
with death?” ~ 

At the very name of Bohetzad, the Knights 
alighted, and proftrated themfelves on the 
earth. ‘ Sire,” faid one of the oldeft of them, 
* pardon an anfwer which we.could not think 
addrefled to the greateft Monarch of the earth; 
for it was very poflible not to recognize your - 
Majeity, in a hunting drefs, and without at- 
tendants.” 

“‘ Rife,” faid the King, “ and gratify my 
curiofity. Who is the perfon in that litter, 
and whither are you condudting them ?” 

4* Sire,” anfwered the Knight, “ it is the 
daughter of Afphand your Grand Vizier : we 
are conducting her to the Prince of Babylon, 
to whom fhe is going to be married.” 

During this, the daughter of the Vizier, 
uneafy on account of her delay, prefented her 
head at the curtain of the litter, in order to 
get information, and was perceived by Bohet- 
zads Whatever pains fhe had taken to pre. 

3 vent, 
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“went herfelf from being feen, her extraordinary - 
beauty ftruck the Sovereign; his heart recel- 
wed a fatal woutid ; his paflion, arrived at its 
height, afpired after gratification from the ves 
ry monient of its exiftence 5 and Bohetzad, de- 
termined to make fure of the objeét of it, made 
“afe of his abfolute authority, and {poke thus 
to the condu@tor-of the litter: “ Iscommand 
you to take the road to Iffeffara, and to cons 
dud the daughter of my Grand Vizier to my 
palace.” 
* The commander of the troop thought it nea 
ecflary to make fome reply to his Majefty. 
« Sire,” faid he, * your Vizier is your flave, 
as well as we; and therefore, if we return his. 
daughter to his own palace, fhe will continue 
there in equal fubjection to your will.” “ But 
my Vizier has difpofed of his daughter, with- 
out my confent, and I don’t owe him that at» 
tention which you propofe I fhould pay him.” 
* Sire,” replied the Knight, ‘* your Grand 
Vizier, Afphand, has always been. held in the 
highelt eftimation, and has had the honour to 
“enjoy the confidence of your -Majefty. One 
‘inftance of violence exercifed againft him may 
affect his reputation, and caufe him lofe, in 
‘the*opinion of the public, that credit which 
oe da your intereft that he fhould enjoy.” 
. ee sg his credit. depends on me, and I de net 
tree detract 


* 
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exe detrad from it, by doing him the hosonr to 
ey marry his daughter.” | 


Thevoldelh Atel likewife’ see ‘bef isiuaias 
of the Knights, ftill ventured to fpeak. ‘ Sire,” 
faid he, ‘* precipitation is dangerous ; it of- 


ten. draws repentance after it: your, flaves ~ 


befeech your Majefty ‘to. reflect maturely 
on this.” Kings muft be obeyed. ‘I have 
reflected already, audacious old man!” re- 
‘plied the Prince in, anger; “ what caution 
fhould I obferve with my flave? Obey.” Be- 
ing able to reftrain his impatience no longer, 
~ he himfelf feized the bridle of the mules, and 
dire&ted their fteps towards that part of the 
- foreft where he prefumed his people would be 
afflembled at the appointed rendezvous. He 
foon found himfelf at the tent which they had 
fet up; and he ordered all his fuite to accom- 
pany the Princefs.in the litter to his palace. 
When the retinue was arrived, the King or- 
dered the chief of his eunuchs to bring the 
cadi, who inftantly appeared, and drew up a 
contraét of marriage between Bohetzad and 
the Princefs Baherjoa,, a cg of Afphand 
the Vizier. 

While the King was taken ‘up with the cee _ 
remonies of the matriage, the forty Knights ? 
returned to the palace of the Grand Vizier, 
being forced to abandon the litter, and_the 

_ Princefs. 


Le ee iy ae 
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Princefs whom they were conducting to Baby 
lon, The minifter was confounded at fo fpee- 
dy areturn. Having fet out from the city of 
Iffeffara, how could they come back fo foom 
from Babylon? He feared that fome extraor- 
dinary accident had befallen them. One of 
the Knights came and told what had happen- 
ed; he exaggerated the violence and defpotic 
manner of Bohetzad, and filled the mind of the 
minifter with fear and refentment, although: 
he aflured him that the Monarch was that ve~ 


ry night to marry his daughter. 


“« Thus to oppofe himfelf to my difpofal of 
my own family ! to carry off my daughter! to 


_ marry her againft my will! in this manner 


to repay my fervices !” faid the enraged mini+ 
fter. 


Full of a defire of vengeance, he immediate-: 


_Ty ordered expretfes to be fent to all his friends, 


* 


the Princes and Grandees of his family, to. 
affemble them at his houfe. When they 
were come, he reprefented to them the out- 
rage which the King had committed againft 
his daughter, the Prince of Babylon, and 
himfelf. Shame and refentment entered into 
every breaft. Afphand perceived, from the: 


Fr effect of the relation which he had made them, 


that it would be eafy to affociate them with. 
him in his fchemes of revenge. 


¢¢ Princes: 
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© Princes anid’ Lords !” faidheto them, “the — 
King, occupied with his pleafures, i is not delicate : 
about the means ‘of gratification 3 and, as a re- 
compence for my labours, he hefitates not to 
expofe me to the difgrace of an irreparable ins 
fult. Iam nothing but a vile flave in his eyes. | 
Thinks: he that my daughteris obliged to thare 
his uniteady attachment, and fubmit to his un- 
bridled defires? You yourfelves wil not be 
fafe from this difhonour ; your wives and daugh- 
ters will not be fpared. This torrent of in- 
iquity will difcharge itfelf on-you ; if we en« 
deavour not to ftop its courfe.” The relations 
and friends of the Vizier entered into his in- 
terefts ; and a deliberation was held concerning 
the meafures which were to be taken. One of 
them, deeply killed in politics, thus gave his 
opinion. 

“‘ Vizier, write tothe King, and exprefs to him 
how fenfible you are of the unexpected honour 
which he has done you, and to which you could 
never have had the fmalleft pretenfions. Along 
with this letter, fend another to your dau ghter, 
in which you muft feem delighted with her 
good fortune. Supplicate heaven with her, 
to pour down happinefs upon a monarch fo be- 
loved wi his People. Rom peay’ thefe dif. 

. patches 


- that shy might give no room for fufpicion; 
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patches with magnificent prefents ; and Bohet- 
zad, blinded by his paffion, will readily believe 
every thing which can flatter it. You will take 
advantage of this fecurity, to leave him at the 
fiift opportunity, under pretence of attending 
to his bufinefs; and, having fecured your- 
felf againft any fudden attack from him, tranf- 
mit to all the Princes, the Governors, and 
people entrufted with the management of the 
finances, alarming accounts of the fituation of 
the kingdom. Reprefent to them the danger 


of the ftate, while the government is in the 


hands of a young Prince, addifted to the grati- 
fication of his paflions, incapable of rewarding 
the fervices done him, which he only repays 
with violence and difgrace, being guided by no 
law, but the dictates of a will, as i apnea as it 
is abfolute.” 

The Grand Vizier, and the reft of the aflem~ 
bly adopted this plan. They all agreed to ems 
brace every opportunity, which might prefent 
itfelf, of preparing the minds of the people, with- 
out expofing themfelves to danger, and to cone 
tinue at Iffeffara when Afphand had left it, for 
the purpofe of giving him information, and di- 


-reGting his conduét. Thefe refolutions being 


entered into, the aflembly quickly broke up, 


and 
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and Afphand.- wrote to the King in the follow~ 


ing terms :—— 

“* Mighty King! Monarch of two fess, your 
flave, already elevated by you to the place of 
Grand Vizier, and honoured with the title of 
Prince, did not expe& the diftingnifhed honour 
of becoming yourrelation, Infinitely obliged 
by this new favour, I offer up to the God of hea- 
ven the moft ardent wifhes, that he would con- 
tinually heap on your Majefty new marks of 
his kindnefs ; that he would prolong your days, 
and grant you all the bleflings ofa kingdom 
which thall not be fhaken to the lateit pofterity. 
My duty hitherto has been, to labour for main- 
taining both external and internal peace in 
your dominions, by the wife adminiftration 
of juftice, and by defending‘your frontiers from 
the enemy. I filled the ftation of your firft 
Vizier; thedutiés thereof are now become more 
facred to me ; the honour of a conneétion with 
you, gives mea perfonal intereft in their fuccefs ; 
andmy daughter and I will only be flaves 
more faithfully attached to your perfon and in- 
terefts.” 

The letter to Baherjoa contained congratu- 
lations on her goed fortune, and was as artfully 
expreffed, as the one addrefled to her f{poufe. 
Afphand caufed the firft officer of his houfhold 
deliver thefe letters, and accompanied them 

with 
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with a magnificent prefent. ‘The young fon 


z 
7 


fy oe 


of the Vizier joined theenvoy;they went toges |.” 


ther to the King’s palace, and neh Tatty : 33 


felves before him. 


Bohetzad, intoxicated with the sbuif heck te 


"which he enjoyed, did not in the leaft fufped | 


the falfe declarations of the Vizier... He order= 
ed his fon to be clothed with the richeft robe, 
and a thoufand pieces of gold tobe given to the 
officer, who was entrufted with the meflage. 
Scarcely were they gone out, when the oldeft 
. ofthe Viziers came to pay his courtto the King. 
The Monarch received him with his ufual good- 


nefs, made him fit down, and communicated to 


‘him the happinefs which he expeéted to enjoy 
‘in the poffeflion of his lovely fpoufe ; for, tho’ 
it was the confequence of a {mall a& of vio- 
lence, he imagined that it could be obfcur- 
ed by nocloud. ‘ Theattachment fhewn me 
by Afphand,” faid he, “ removes my fears 
concerning that refentment which I might fup- 
pofe him to poffefs-; here are his letters ; read 
them, and you will fee how well he is pleafed 
with this, alliance. - Befides, the magnificence 


‘of his prefents exceeds even the force of his. 


Tiprslions. ” 


_ The old minifter, after sealed the letters, 
i “continued thoughtful, and with downcaft eyes. , 
_ Are you not ; Aaeaees with what you ‘have 


read?” 
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read?” faid the King. ‘* A dangerous reptile,” 
- veplied the minifter, “¢ when it. means to intro« 
duce itfelf anywhere, does not try to frighten 
by its odious hiffings : it creeps in artfully un- 
der the folds of its flexible and thin body; _ 
its feales are glittering and fmooth ; its looks 
are foft and fawning, and it takes care to con- 
ceal its treacherous and venemous fting.. The 
letters of Afphand are ftudied ; doubt not but 
you have offended ; and the pretended foftnefs 
of his expreffions only conceals a fcheme of re~ 
venge, the confequences of which you ought 
to guard againft and prevent.” 

Bohetzad, entirely occupied with his amours, 
and fuppofing that the minifter who thus {poke 
to him, was influenced by motives of jcaloufy, 
paid no regard to the advice, which proceeded 
from attachment, zeal, and prudence, and al- 
lowed himfelf to be blinded concerning the 
conduét of Afphand. The latter, in profecu- 
tion of his plan, and under pretence of appeaf- 
ing fome murmurs in certain parts of the king- 
dom, left the capital, in a few months after, 
with his whole retinue. As foon as he faw 
himfelf out of the reach of power, be commu- 
nicated to the governors of the provinces, the 
affront which he had received ; he excited them 
to revolt, by infpiring them with a fear that 
they would all meet with a treatment fimilar 

Vor. Ill. B ta 
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to his ; and todetermine them to it, he calum- 
niated, in every inftance, the perfon and govern- 
ment of Bohetzad. 

- Upon receiving the meffengers of the Grand 
Vizier, the Grandees of the kingdom, enraged 


againft a Prince, whofe adminiftration was 
held forth in fo odious coloyrs, concerted to-  ~ 


gether, from one province to another, and affur- 
ed Afphand, that, upon the firft fignal given by 
him, they would take the field with the troops 
under their command. The Vizier at the fame 
time warned the Princes who remained at Iffef- 
fara, to hold themfelves in readinefs. againft 
the day, on which he fhould come to complete 
his revenge, and to free the ftate hie a Bio 
who was funk in effeminacy. 

The plot was executed before Bohetzad had 
the fmalleft fufpicion of it. , The city of Iffef- 
fara was completely invefted by the army of 
Afphand. On receiving this news, the King 
armed in hafte: he ordered the troops who 
were about his perfon to follow him; but they 
had been gained over, and were dowated to his 
enemy. -He faw to fafety fer himfclf but in 
| flight. He faddled, with his own hands, one of 
his fineft courfers ; and, taking Baherjoa behind 
-* him, endeavoured to gain the defert. He 
made a pailage to himfelf through the midft of 
bis mutinous fubjects, an he trod under his 

o feet. 


, 
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feet. ‘This: young ‘hero, whole courage feemed 
only to be increafed i by love, burit like.a tor-: 
rent through a troopof thofe who wifhed to in-° 
terrupt his paflage : his invincible fpear {pared 

none of the rebels ; and his horfe, as vigorous, 

as fwift, foon carried him out of fight of his 

enemies. 

He was now in the midft of the defert ; and, 
night obliging him to allow fome repofe to 
his wife, fatigued with fo violent an expe- 
dition, he ftopped at the foot of a frightful 
mountain, The Queen, exhaufted with weari- 
nefs, found herfelf at the end of her pregnancy ; 
the pains of childbirth fpeedily declared them- 
felves ; and, foon after, the Prince received in 
his arms, as a precious pledge of their love, 
a young boy, no lefs beautiful than his moe 

ther. 
' This tender ‘pair loaded him with careffes, 
and foon forgot, in their foft effufions, the fa- 
tigue, uneafinefs, and horror of their fituation. 
The child was wrapped in a part of the Queen’s 
robes ; and, in this folitude, they enjoyed a 
profound fleep in each others arms. The 
returning day invited them, however, to pur- 
fue their journey. The affe€@tionate mother gave 
fuck to her child; but, as the lived only on 
wild fruits, her breafts foon ceafed to furnith: - 

proper nourifhment. The child decayed, and 
ihe B2- the 
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the mother herfelf was in danger. 3 Bohetzad 
then faw himfelf under the cruel neceflity of - 


facrificing nature to duty. He perceived a lim~ 
pid fountain, on the borders of which there 
was a green bank, defended from the rays of 


the fun by the neighbouring willows. Here — 


the unhappy parents abandoned to the care of 
providence, tlie objeé& of their affe&tion, hay- 
ing firft watered it with their tears. ‘ Great 
God !”? faid the affliéted mother, ‘* thou who 
formerly. watched over the young Ithmael, 
take care of this innocent creature. Send the 


-preferving angel to him ; we have no hope but © 


in your fuccour.” Sighs prevented her from 
faying more. They both tore themfelves a- 
Way from this dreadful facrifice, and com- 
mitted this facred depofit into the hands of its 
creator. t 
The noife they had made in coming thither, 
had frightened away from the brink, a hind, 
who, along with her fawns, was refrefhing her- 
felf at this exuberant fountain. As foon as 
they were gone, the returned, and approached 
the languifhing creature, which feemed about 


to lofe for ever the little ftrength which remain-. 


ed. A powerful inftin@ led this animal to 
give the child that nourifhment which was re- 
_. ferved only for her young ones. She fed quiet~ 
ly ‘around her nurfling, and left the place no 
more. 
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more, The wild beatts of the foreft, it ap» 

peared, had abandoned to her the enjoyment 

of this happy fpot, although: fo neceflary to. 

the fupply of their wants, amid. the ‘burning 
fands and parched deferts, with which they 

were furrounded. Neverthelefs, men. came to» 
_ difturb their repofe. 

It was a band of robbers, whom thirft had! 
brought into thefe places.. They faw a child. 
wrapped in rich fwaddling clothes, but ftill 
more remarkable for the beauty of its features. 
The leader of the bandittt approached it, took 
it up, and. fent it ftraightway to his wife, that 
fhe might pay it the neceflary attentions, and 
educate it as if it had been their own fon. When 
the wife faw it, fhe was moved with the 
charms of its figure,. entered into the benevo- 
lent, views of her hufband, and immediately 
procured for their adopted fon the beft nurfe in. 
the horde.. Having feen the fruit of the loves 
of Bohetzad in fafe hands, let us now follow 
the fteps of thefe illuftrious travellers. 

- Full of grief for the facrifice which they 
had been forced to make, the King and Queen 
had continued their.journey in fadnefs, till: 
they reached the capital of Perfia, where Kaf. 
fera then reigned. 

This powerful Monarch received os fugis , 
tive Prince and his charming fpeufe, with that ~ — 

ate ee refpedt, 


f 
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refpect, which, was due from a crowned head 
to, a great fovereign, his ally, whofe re- 


Oe bellions fubje&ts had revolted, under the ftan- 
‘dard of..a\ criminal ufurpere: To Bohetzad 
he allotted an apartment in his palace, as 


magnificent.as his own; and to Baherjoa one 
equal to that of his favourite Sultanefs. 
Such were the riches, and magnificence of the 
palace, in which the King of Dineroux, and his 
wife now -were, that, befides the magnificent 
apartments in which they were lodged them- 
felves, there were twenty-four others, o¢tu- 
pied by as many ladies belonging to the Sul- 
pis each of. whom was ferved by fifty flaves 

. their own fex, in the bloom of se and 


of. the moft exquifite beauty. 


The treafures of the Eaft feemed to “haga 
been exhaufted, in beautifying thefe ftately 
dwellings. The gardens were full.of the | 
rareft and the moft gaudy flowers: the wa- 
ters, whofe courfes were diftributed with 


“great art, prefented a magnificent feene to the 


eye: the trees gave at once, by the beauty of 
their fruit, and the thicknefs of their foliage, 
the idea of. plenty, and the delight of repofe : 


the birds, with the variety of their plumage 


and their fonz, enchanted the inhabitants of 
thefe happy regions : every thing, it fhort, 
concurred to difplay the riches of the great 
gS me : Monarch 





ARABIAN TALES. 
Monarch of Perfia, whofe immenfe power . 
farther difplayed, by an army of two hundred 
thoufand men, which conftituted his life guard. 
A Prince, fo powerful and: magnificent, need 
ed fpare nothing, in treating, in a manner 
fuitable to their rank, the illuftrious guefts, 
whom he had received into his palace. 

At the fame time that he ordered a power- 
ful army to be aflembled on the frontiers, 
with the neceflary ftores and military engines, 
he endeavoured to difpel the melancholy of the 
hiifband and wife, by feafts, which difplayed 
the greateft fplendour and variety. But ge- 
nerofity, and greatnefs of foul, were not the 
only capfe of his attentions: a lefs noble, but 
more powerful feeling, had taken poffeffion of 
his heart; he was enamoured of Baherjoa, 
whofe beauty was-fuperior to all thofe in his 
feraglio. His paffion for her was then dif- 
guifed under the veil of friendfhip; but, from 
the profufion which he difplayed on every oc- 
cafion, the delicacy of his attentions, and the 
care which he took to anticipate her withes, 
it was eafy to difcover the love by which he 
was,aétuated. The fad Baherjoa, whofe at- 
tention was occupied folely about the lofs of 
her fon, and the misfortunes of her hufband, 
was far from afcribing any of the attentions 
which the met with, to this motive: her foul, 

: weighed 
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weighed down with grief, was incapable of: 
relifiing any of thofe pleafures which were 
“prefented to her: her heart, fincerely affeCted, _ 
was inacceffible to every impreflion, but that. 
with which it was already occupied. Her 
fon abandoned, in the defert, to the care of Pro- 
vidence,; and her hufband, reduced by her fa~ 
ther, to the neceflity of afking fuccours from: 
a foreign King, were the only objects which 
engroffed her thoughts. ; 

In, the mean time, the army which Bohet+ 
zad was to command, was aflembled. He 
took leave of Kaffera, to put himfelf at the 
head of this formidable body, and foon pene- 
trated into the heart of Syria. Afphand, the 

. ufurper, being informed of the danger which 

threatened him, communicated it to his aflo« 
ciates, afiembled them as quickly as poflible,. 
and met his enemy at the head of two hun- 
dred thoufand men.. ~ 

The armies were nowin fight of one another.. 
The centre of Bohetzad’s army was command. | 
ed by an experienced Vizier of the Perfian: 
King. Bohetzad himfelf, at the head of 'a 
chofen body of knights, was every where to. 
give orders. He fuddenly began the combat: 
on the right, by attacking the oppofite wing 

~ of the enemy, with fuch fury, that they were. 
ee to fall ba¢k upon the centre, and were 

e . thrown. 
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thrown into ‘confufion | “and ‘diforder.. The’ , 
King of Dineroux loft not a moment: he ad- 
vanced his main body towards that of the ene- 
my, as if he meant to attack it; but frugal 
of the blood of his fubjects, whofe lives he 
withed to fpare, he. made them halt, and or- | 
dered his left wing to attack the right wing of 
the eriemy: this gave way, and fell back in 

diforder; fo that three-fourths of Afphand’s 

army remained furrounded. This ufurper 

endeavoured, in vain, to rally his troops, 

whom an attack, equally prudent and vigo- 

rous, had thrown into diforder. Fear, and 

above all, remorfe difarmed them. A par- 

don being offered, they accepted it: and, that. 
they might appear lefs unworthy of it, they 
unanimoufly delivered up the ringleaders of 
the revolt. Afphand, his family,and his prin- 
cipal affociates, were put to death on the field 
of battle. 

This victory decided anéw the fate of the 
kingdom of Dineroux, which again fubmit- 
ted to the laws of its rightful Sovereign : 
This Monarch returned to his capital, re-efta- 
blifhed order throughout his empire, and con- 
trived proper means, for teftifying his grati- 
tude to the Sovereign, who had givea him fuch 


powerful afiiftance, 
He 





ARABIAN TALES, 


He freer that the moft intelligent of 
his Viziers fhould go into Perfia, at the head 
of twelve thoufand men. Twenty elephants,,  , 
loaded with magnificent prefents, were to fol- 
low in his train. At the fame time, he was 
charged with a more delicate commiffion. He 
was to pafs through the defert, in which the 
fon of Baherjoa had been abandoned, and en-. 
' deavour to find out the place near the fountain, 
“which had ferved him for a cradle. He was 
to make enquiry at every living foul he might ~ 
mieet of the road, in order to get informa- 
tion concerning the fate of this precious de- 
pofit; and having found him, to carry him to 
the arms of his tender mother, whom he was 
to bring along with him to Iffeffara. But 
many obftacles ftood in the way’ of thefe 
things. The prudent envoy caufed the whole 
‘defert to be fearched, but to no purpofe: he 
did not fucceed fo well in finding the child, as 
in bringing back the mother. 
Kaffera, defperately in love with this Prin-' 
cefs, could not think of parting with her. On 
the arrival of the ambaflador, with prefents 

i from the King of Dineroux, and a commiffion 
to bring away the Queen, he felt fome ftrug- 
. gles in his heart; but love triumphed over 
them. This imperious paflion magnified, in 

his ai the good offices he had done; and 
made 
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made the giving up of a woman feem bata - 
poor return forthem. In a word, he renoun~ — 
_ ced the glorious title of a generous proteétor, 
' for that Pee OS the wife of his 
ally. 
Neverthelefs, he appeared to receive, with 
. gratitude, the embafly of Bohetzad, and the 
prefents with which it was accompanied. 
Meanwhile, he was informed, that the auxi- 
liary troops, which he had furnifhed this Mo- 
narch, had returned into Perfia. The officers, 
who commanded them, extolled to the fkies 
the bravery, the abilities, and the magnificence 
of Bohetzad.. They returned from his domi- 
nions, delighted with himfelf, loaded with kind- 
nefs, and aftonifhed at the power with which 
he was fiirrounded, and the refources of the 
country, over which he reigned. Thefe uni- 
verfal reports raifed an unufual conflict in the 
enamoured foul of Kaffera. He was not ac- 
cuftomed to victory over himfelf ; for, till that 
moment, he had yielded to every inclination. 
But he muft now either give up a violent paf- 
fion, or the title of the benefaétor of a Sove- 
reign, equal to himfelf in dignity and in power, 
and that too, at the hazard of drawing upon 
Perfia the feourge of a cruel war, and of fee- 
ing all Afia in dreadful confufion. ‘ Be a- 
fhamed, Kaflera,” faid he to himfelf, “ of 
the 
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the guilty defigns you have formed. Retura 
thanks to fortune for‘the favour it has done — 
you, in opening your eyes to the folly of your 

_ conduct. May the King of Dineroux for ever , 
‘femain ignorant, that, forgetting what you 
owe both to yourfelf and him, you have dared 
to covet a blefling which he holds fo dear. 
Remember the benefit you have derived, from 
encountering difficulties, which have recalled 
you to your duty. Oh! Abfolute power! 
How much art thou to be dreaded by the man, 
who knows not how to command himfelf! 
Allowing myfelf to be carried away by my 
_defires, I was about to become criminal, and 
to thew myfelf unworthy to reign. But 1. 
_ Know how to check my paflions, and change 
“my projects.” ape 

_ The King of Perfia, having taken this re- 
‘folution, fent immediately for his principal 
treafurer, and gave orders that a litter, ore 
namented with precious ftones, and more 
{plendid than had ever been feen, fhould he 
prepared, to carry Baherjoa into her hufband’s 
dominions. A confiderable embafly was or. ~ 
dered to follow it, with magnificent prefents. ~ 
Tn this manner did Baherjoa begin her journey 


poi 80 Syria, after being well affured, of refpec& 


and attachment, ‘by the Sovereign who had de- 
_Sermined to part with her. Bohetzad met his 
fpoufe before the entered Iffeffara, It is im- 

poflible 
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poffible to defcribe the tranfports of this in. 
“terview. Yet the tender uneafinefs of the — 
mother, refpeGting the. fate of her fon, — 
foon difturbed the happinefs, with which 
this pair were intoxicated. Baherjoa offered 
the greateft reward to obtain news of her fon ; ; 
- and Bohetzad gave orders that the moft mi- 
nute enquiry fhould be made. It was by no 
means probable, that he had been devoured 
by wild beafts, otherwife fome remnants would 
haye been found, at the very firft fearch, of 
thofe clothes wherein he was wrapped. A 
thoufand Knights were again difpatched to the 
defert, an¢l ordered to fpread themfelves all a- 
round the: fountain; but their fearch was in 
vain. Bohetzad concealed their want of fuc- 
cefs frorm his inconfolable {poufe, and endea- 
voured to foften her pain and vexation. 
“ These is as yet no room for defpair,” faid 
he to ther; “ the favour of heaven, which did 
snot abandon us, amidft the dangers to which 
we have been expofed, and which hath refto- 
red ta us the throne, whereon we are now feat- 
ed, w ill have preferved our fon, fo dear to our 
heatt:. It only withholds him, in order to 
deliy er him to us, when we fhall have me- 
ritef | this favour, by our fubmiflion to. its 
wil i, ‘To be deprived of him is* grievous, 
bw t we are ftill of an age to expect confola- 
"Vou. TT. | CG tion. 
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tion. Dry up your tears, my dear Baherjoa, 
they are the torment of my life.” The Queen 
appeared fomewhat more tranquil; but ‘the 
‘wound which her heart had received could 
not be fo eafily clofed. 

In the mean time, this tender object of their 
uneafinefs, fnatched from the arms’ of death, 
by the chief of the robbers, and educated by 
his wife, with all the care of the moft tender 
mother, grew in ftrength and: beauty. The 
leifure of his early youth was, filled up by 
reading and ftudy; he was foon able to en- 
gage, in thofe exercifes which ftrengthen the 
body; he outftripped all the children of the 
horde, by abilities, addrefs, ftrength, and in- 
trepidity, very furprifing at his years. He 
was alfo diftinguifhed, by an application to 
ftudy, from which he derived the greateft ad-. 
vantages, and by punétuality in thofe duties 
which were required of him, ‘by a fociety lit- 
tle fuited to him, but of which chance had 
made him amember. The chief of thefe va- 
gabonds feeing him fo expert in the ufe of 
arms, and in riding, foon affociated him with 
him, in his expeditions againft travellers, whom 
bufinefs led into thofe countries infefted by 
their depredations: ‘and the young Aladin 
‘(for this. was his name) fhewed ain as 


bgave, as he was expert. 
s @ne 
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One day, the troop attacked a caravan re- 
turning from India, and which, as it was 
loaded with goods of the'moft valuable kind, 
@ formidable guard defended from danger. 
The defire of booty prevented the vagabonds _ 
from thinking of the danger, to which they © 
were expofing themfelves; they attacked 
this convoy with an unufual degree of bold- 
nefs, but were foon.repulfed. Two thirds of 
the troop remained on the field of battle, and 
the reft fled. Aladin, as yet young and inex-| 
perienced, drawn on by his valour, was foon 
furrounded, and made prifoner. 

When a robber is taken with his arms in his 
hand,. he ought to be beheaded. But the en- 
gaging air, the elegance, and beauty of, this- 
young Prince, interefted the whole caravan in 
bis favour, and faved. him from the common 
fate. They did not believe the ingenuous re- 
plies which he made, when queftioned about 
his birth and profeffion, he declared himfelf 
the fon of the chief of the robbers. They 
could not imagine, how this infant fhould u- 
nite fo many natural advantages, with aa air 
fo remarkable. He was carried along with 
the caravan, which foon arrived, at Meffara, 
where his father Bohetzad held his court. 

The arrival-of the caravan afforded a new 
opportunity, of diverting the attention of the 


C2 2 - Queen, 
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: Queen, as yet affi&ed with the lofs of a fon, 


whom fhe could not banith from her memory. — 
‘The Sovereign fent the chief of the eunuchs, 
to make choice of fuch ftuffs, and valuable are. 
ticlés, as might be moft agreeable to Baherjoa. 
The merchants were eager to difplay them be- 


fore him: But the figure of Aladin, who was 


there. as a flave, appeared to him fo ravifhing- 
ly beautiful, that it attrafted his particular 
attention. He wifhed to condué him to the 
palace, hoping that his fervice might be agree- _ 


able to the Monarch; fo that, after having 


purchafed what was proper, he returned, tos 
gether with Aladin, te the palace, where the 
King appeared fatisfied with his bargains. 

“ Sire,” faid the eunuch, “ your Majefty 
feems pleafed with what I have purchafed; _ 
but the moft beautiful article in the Kan * 
was a young man, of fuch complete beauty, | 
that I thought him the perfeét image of him 
who is mentioned in the Alcoran; before 


- whom the eleven {tars proftrated themfelves, 


as before the fun and the moon.” The King, 


curious to fee hif, ordered him to be brought 


along with his mafter; and they both quickly 
appeared before the noe 
‘The 


-" . * The Kan fa place allotted for the fhops of fo- 


reign merchants, w here rust expofe their merchan- 
Pile to fale. 4 


s 
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The appearance of this young ftranger did _ 
not bely the favourable charaéter which the | 
chief of the eunuchs had given ofhim. The . 
King could not believe, that fo beautiful a flave 
could owe his birth, to a clafs of men fo vul- 
gar, as that which compofed the caravan. He’ ~ 
made enquiry concerning him at their chief, 
to whom he communicated his doubts on that } 
point. 

“ Sire,” replied the merchant, “ this sie 
man does not in reality belong to any of us; 
and we Know neither his family, nor origin. 
We were attacked in the defert by « band of 
robbers: we defended ourfelves with brave- 
ry: part of them remained on the field of bat- 
tle ; ; the reft fled, and left, in our hands, the 
young man, who now engages your curiofity. 
Gaflom condemned him to death, but we could 
not think of inflicting it. We afked him con- 
cerning his flation and his family, and he told 
us, that he was the fon of the chief of thefe va- 
gabonds: We know no more of him, and can 
fay nothing more to your Majefty with any 
degree of certainty.” ‘ Let hin be left here,” 
faid the King, ‘‘ I want him to enter into my 


fervice.” “+ Your Majefty,” replied the chief, 


“ may difpofe, as you pleafe, of all that be- 
longs to the flaves of your throne.” At that 
infiant, Aladin fell at the feet of the Monarch, 
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with his ‘face_on the ground, eid kiffed his 
robe. The King ordered the chief of the eu- 
nuchs to admit him into the clafs of flaves, 
which were moft frequently about his perfon. 


Nature fpoke in the Monarch’s heartwin fa- . 
vour of his new page. He never faw him, 


without feeling emotions which he could by 
no means account for; he always withed to 


_ have him with him;. and that, which at firit 


appeared no more than a rifing inclination, 


_foon became a very warm attachment. An 


intereft, which he felt very ftrongly, made him 


-regard, with pleafure, the progrefs both_of the - 


\ 


young Aladin’s mind and body. ~ He admired 
his application, prudence, difcretion, and fide- 
lity ; and already confidered his rare virtues, 


as the fruit of his cares. > 


After long experience of his abilities and 
activity, he went fo far, as to truft him with 
the fuperintendence of his finances, and depri- 
ved his Viziers of an adminiftration, in which 
he fufpeted them. In fhort, he decided every 
affair of importance, by fubmitting itto the faga- 
city of the young Aladin. The confidence of the 
Sovereign was not wrong placed. "The more he 
trufted the reafon and wifdom of his favour- 
ite, the more the happinefs of his people, the 
profperity of the realm, and his revenues, 
were encreafed. His confidence, in a fhort 


time, 


\ 
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time, knew no bounds. Aladin became as 
dear to his father, as if he had known himfelf to - 
be fo in reality ; and the influence of the Vi- 
ziers was loft, in that of the young minifter. 
__ Jealous of a power which they had loft, the 
po ‘Viziers affembled in fecret, for the puts 
pofe of contriving the means of gratifying their 
ambition and their avarice. They deterntined, at 
any rate, to haften the ruin of their bated -ri- 
val 5 and, unfortunately, he himfelf feemed to 
furnith a favourable opportunity for this pur- 
pofe. . : 
A grand entertainment was given in the pa- 
Jace. Aladin was naturally fober ; but, while: 
he fought only to participate the pleafure of 
the guefts, he indulged himfelf in drink, with 
fogmuch the greater fecurity, that he was not 
accuftomed to it, and was ignorant of its ef- 
fe&s. At the end of the repaft, he wanted to. 
retire to his own apartment. He ftaggered, 
his eyes grew dim, and he foon loft the ufe of 
his fenfes. The firft apartment which came 
in his way feemed to be made ready for him. 
}t was a very rich one, and lighted by a great 
number of wax candles fet in luftres. But 
Aladin faw nothing, he only fought repofe ; 
and having found a fopha, he threw himfelf 
- mpon it, and fell afleep. u 
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There were no flaves there to inform hith of 


. his miftake. They were enjoying the featt, 


and only returned to the apartment, which 
they had left open, to fill the pots with pers — 


fumes, and prepare, according to the cuftom 


-of the Eaft, acollation of different therbets, » 


and dried {weat-nieats. The hangings Cole 


_ cealed the fopha on which Aladie lay. i 


All thefe preparations being finifhed, the 
King, and Queen retired to their apartment. 
Bohetzad approached the fopha, opened the 
curtains, and beheld his minifter ftretched up- 
on it, and afleep. He was inftantly feized with” 
a frantic jealoufy. ** What dreadful behavi-- 
éur is this of yours !” faid he to Baherjoa; 
« this flave could not have got into your apatt- 
iment, and placed himfelf there, without your 
knowledge.” ‘ Sire,” replied the Queen, in 
aftonifhment, but without confufion, “ in the 
name of the Great Prophet, I fwear, that I 
have not had any communication with this 
young man ; this is the firft time I ever faw 
him ; and in nothing have I encouraged his 
audacity.” 

' At the noife which was made around the 
fopha, Aladin awoke, farprized and aftonifhed 
at his fituation: He haftily arofe. ‘ Traitor !”” 
faid the frantic King to. him, “ Ingrate! Is 
chis: shy gratitude for my favour? Dareft thou 

r : enter 
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enter into my women’s apartment, wretch that . 
thou art! Speedily fhalt thou receive’ the chaf= 
tifement of thy boldnefs.” -Having faid this, , 


Bohetzad, inflamed with rage, ordered the 


chief of his eunuchs to fhut up the Queen and | 


the minifter, in feparate prifons. This Mo- 
narch, agitated with the moft violent- and op- 
pofite paflions, {pent the night without clofing 
his eyes. At day-break he called to him the 
firft of his Viziers, who had not, for a long 
time, been admitted into his prefence. He 
told him the injury which he fuppofed he had 
received, and in which he believed the Queen 
an accomplice. 
At this recital the Vizier concealed his fecret 
joy. Envy, hatred, and revenge were about 
to triumph. It was no feeble vidim which 
was offered; it was a moft powerful rival 
whom he had to crufh. The old courtier 
recolle&ted himfelf. He endeavoured ftill far- 
ther to exafperate his Sovereign, and deter- 
‘mine him to~ take diftinguifhed vengeance ; 
and with an humble air he {poke as follows : 
“Sire, your faithful fubjects were aftonifhed, 
when they faw your confidence beflowed upon 
_ anavowed fon ofa chief ofthe.robbers. It would 
have been toe great an inftance of your Ma- 
» ~ jefty’s goodnefs, to have admitted the, branch 
of fo corrupt a ftock near your facred perfon. 
~ You 
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You could expe& nothing from him but ~ 
‘treachery and crimes. He ftill boafts,: that 
the violence of his paffion had blinded him 
to fuch a degree, that he hath carried the 
infolence of his defires, to the higheft pitch of 
audacity. But heaven preferve me from fuf- 
- pe&ting that the Queen encouraged him ! Her 
irreproachable behaviour, her wifdom, and her 
_virttiés, place her beyond the reach of the 
flighteft fafpicion, in that refpe&. Permit me, 
Sire, to hold a converfation with her, and I 
will venture to promife your Majefty fuch an 
explanation, as will diminifh the uneafinefs, 
which this troublefome adventure hath ceca- 
fioned you.” 

The King complied shies this eae sad 
the old Vizier went to the prifon, where Ba- 
herjoa was confined. He found the Princefs 
in tears. “ No Vizier,” faid fhe to him, at 
the firft queftion he put to her, ‘I did not 
encourage this young man to offer me this in- 
fult. IT have heard fpeak of him, but I never 
knew him. If he ever placed himfelf in a fi- 
tuation to be feen by me, I never fuffered my- 
felf to look at him, not even in the fatal mo- 

ment, when we furprifed him in my apart- 
tnent.” “ . 

At this declaration, which bore the air of 

the moft perfe& innocence, the Vizier cafily 
: perceived, 
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perceived, that the Queen had not the fmalleft 
fhare, in the injury of which the King com- 
plained, and he thought himfelf authorized to 
give this ,affurance to the King. But this 
might leflen the crime of the enemy, whom 
he fought to deftroy; and the courtier wanted 
to exhibit his fault, in fuch alight, as to make 
it appear an unpardonable crime. ‘ Madam,” 
faid he to Baherjoa, “it was no doubt an ex- 
cefs of folly, which carried this rafh young 
man to the ftep which he hath taken; but 
it will hardly be believed. Aladin muft be 
looked. upon, as ruined, by the excefs, and 
notoriety of his imprudence. There is the 
higheft probability, that the King, upon my 
report, will fend for you to his prefence. He 
will put many queftions to you, to which, if 
you will permit me, you mnuft return fuch an- 
fwers, as my refpectful attachment to your 
Majefty may at prefent fuggeft. They may . 
reftore tranquillity and peace to the King. 
You areto pretend, that this young man propo- 
fed to you, by aflave whom youdid not know, 
to receive him into your apartment, promifing 
to acknowledge this favour, by a prefent of an 
hundred diamonds of ineftimable value; that 
you rejected this propofal with fcorn, and the 
flave difappeared. That, bya fecond meflage, 
he informed you, that if xe perfifted in your 
refufal, 
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refufal, ready to die by the height of his paf- 
fion, he was determined to involve you in his 
danger, by finding means te introduce himfelf 
into your prefence, and make you sappear as 
guilty as himfelf.” The Queen, not fufpec- 
ting the motives of this advice, thanked the 
Vizier, who went away to give Bohetzad an 
account of this interview. 

“« Sire,” faid he to him, having related the 

 €onverfation, which he had juft had with the 
Queen, and feigned anfwers fimilar to thofe 
he had fuggefted, “* You fee what a viper 
your Majefty has nourifhed in your~bofom! 
But wolf’s-bane never carried falutary fruit! — 
Was it poffible, that the fon of a robber fhould 
lead an irreproachable life ?” 

At this report of the Vizier, the eyes of the 
Monarch fparkled with rage. Immediately, and 
without waiting for the Queen’s declaration, 
he ordered the young man to be brought be- 
fore him, loaded with chains. 
~ Wretch,” faid he, as foomas he faw him, “re. 

“-colleét the excefs of my favours, and of your 
ingratitude! Let the recolleétion of thefe, and 
your remorfe, be to you the preludes of the 
puntihment that awaits you! Your head is 


.  foon to fall upon the fcaffold,” 


- The fury and threatening of the King, dela 
not change the countenance of the innocent 


and . - 
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and unfortunate Aladin, No trouble altered 


the beauty of his features: he preferved that 


{weet, modeft, and firm air, which had hither- 
to gained him the good-will of the Monarch. 
He began to fpeak, and Ligracbes caadent 
flowed from his lips. | 
“« Sire, the proof of my having committed 
acrime, appears ftrong; but my fault was an 
involuntary one. If an indifcretion on my 
part, reduced me to a fftuation, in which, 
during fome time, I was deprived of the ufe 
of reafon, fo that it was no longer my guide, 
and allowed me to fall into a very grofs mif- 
take ; the reft was the -work of the deftiny of 
fate. My heart, overcome by your favours, 
and entirely devoted to your Majefty, hath 
hitherto felt no pleafure but in the happinefs 
of ferving you. But alas! what avail the 
beft intentions, and all the exertions of zeal, 
“if a fuperior law, ruling our deftiny, can put 
a different appearance on the purity of the 
motives, by which we are influenced! If 2. 
Aingle a&tion of our life, and that too, donethro’ 
neceflity, from the momentary diforder of our 
fenfes, can expofe us to the apparent guilt of 
a crime, although all our ifclinations are vir~ 
tuous. Hurried, from the fummit of happi- 
nefs, into the horrors of difgrace, 1 muft firb- 
mit to the decree which inflitts the blow, 
Vou. Ul. D like 
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like the merchant, whofe memorable Acey is 
known, even in your Majefty’s palace.” 

«© What merchant do you mean : 2” faid the 
King. ‘ What conneétion has his flory’ with 
thy crime? I allow you to relate Tee 





The Hifory of Kafkas, or the Objtinate. 


es Sieg, there lived at Bagdad a very wealthy 
merchant, whofe manners ‘and knowledge, 
rendered him worthy of the public confidence ; 
his name was Ka/kas. Fortune had hitherto: 
fecdnded his labours fo well, that he could 
_ boaft of fuccefs in all his enterprifes; but 
fate foon declared againft him. He could no 
longer fend a commiflion, or receive a return, 
‘without being obliged to make confiderable 
facrifices. He determined at laft to change the 
nature of his commerce. He fold his ftock, 
and laid out one half of the money in buying 
grain, in hopes that this article would rife in 
its price during the winter. ~ Circumftances, 
however, were againit his fpeculation 3 for 
grain fell in its value. To avoid this lofs, he 
locked up his granaries, determined to wait 
2 fer 
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fof a more favourable opportunity. In the 
‘mean time, one of his friends having come on 
a vifit to him, wifhed to perfuade him to give 
up this new kind of commerce, in which he 
was engaged ; but he did not liften to this- 
advice, and was obftinately determined to 
keep his grain a third year. Soon after there 
happened ; fo violent a ftorm, that the fireets 
sand houfes of Bagdad fuffered by an inunda- 
~ tion. When the waters were abated, Kafkas 
» Went to fee if his corn had received any da~ 
“mage; but he found it all {pringing, and be- 
ginning to rot. In order to efcape the pe- 
nalty, it coft lim five hundred pieces to get 
thrown into the river, what he had heaped up 
_in his granaries, at a great expence. 
' His friend returned to him: ‘ You have 
neglected,” faid he, “ the advice which 1 gave 
you. Diftruft Fortune, fhe feems to have 
fworn. againft you; and engage in no enter- 
prife, without the advice of a fkilful aftrolo- 
ger.” There was no fearcity of thefe in Bag- 
dad; and Kafkas, taught by his ill fuccefs, 
thought the advice of his friend deferved at- 
tention. The footh- {ayer drew out his ho- 
rofcope, and affured him, that his ftar was fo 
malignant, that he mutt of neceflity lofe what- 
ever ftock he fhould hazard in commerce. 
Katkas, fhocked with a prophecy fo contrary 
D 2 3 t& 
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to his own inclination, attempted to prove the 
_predigtion falfe. He laid out all the money he 
“had remaining, in loading a veffel; and em- 
barked in it, with all his wealth. 

“At the end of four days, during which he 
had. an agreeable voyage, a terrible tempett 
arofe, which broke in pieces the mafts and 
fails, carried,away the rudder, and at laft funk 
the fhip, with the whole crew. Katkas alone, 
after feeing the remainder of his fortune pe- 
rith, was faved from thipwreck, by a fragment 
of the veflel, which carried him towards @ 


_fandy country, where he landed at length, af- - 


ter much difficulty and fatigue. Tired and 
‘naked, he landed im the neighbourhood of a 
village, which was fituated on the fea-fhore. 
He haftened thither to implore relief, and re- 

turn thanks to heaven, for having preferved 
him from death, while his unfortunate com- 
panions had petrified. 

As he entered this little colony, he met an 
old man, whofe features and drefs infpired re- 
{pe& and confidence, This man, affected with 
~ the fituation of Kafkas, covered him with his 
cloak, and led htm'to his houfe; where, after 


- having given fuch/ relief, as his exhaufted - 


firength required, he clothed him in a fuita- 
ble drefs, | 


<= 
~ 4 
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Tt was natural for Kafkas to gratify his. 
landlord's curiofity, by the relation of his ad~ 
ventures ; and he recounted them, With fuch an: 
air ofcandor, as toleave no doubt of their truth. - 
As this old man had juft loft his fteward, he 
judged Kafkas worthy to fucceed him; and of 
fered him this‘hew oflice, with an appointment 
of two pieces of gold a day. It was a labori-- 
ous office; he behoved to fow a confiderable 
quantity of ground, to direét the work, and the 
workmen, to gather in immenfe harvefts, to 
look after the flocks, and to give in accurate 
and faithful accounts. of the whole, at the end 
ofthe year. The poor Kafkas returned thanks 
to providence, for thus putting it in his power 
to earn a fubfiftence by his labour, fince every 
other refource in the world had failed him ; 
and he immediately eeterce on the duties of his. 
new place. 

Thefe he fulfilled with afliduity, zeal, and 
knowledge, till the very moment when he was 
to treafure up the different crops.. As his maf- 
ter hadnever yet given him any part of his, 
wages, he fufpeéted that he would not fulfill his 
engagements ; and to make {ure of his falary, he 
fet &part as much of the grainas wouldamount 
tothe fum, and fhut up all the reft, giving an . 
account of it to his mafter. The latter receiv- 
ed this account, full of confidence in his 

je Ad eee fieward,, , 
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fteward, and paid him all the wages which he 
owed him, affuring him of the fame punétuali- 
ty in that refpeé&t, every year. Katkas was 
‘much afhamed of the precautions which he 
had taken, and of the fufpicions which he had 
allowed himfelf to entertain. - 
He immediately returned to the little maga- 
zine he had made, in order to repair his injuftice, 
if happily it were ftill in his power. But what 
was his furprife, when he did not find in it the 
grain he had fet apart. He thought he faw, in 
this theft, the punifhment of heaven, and deter- 
‘mined to confefs the fault of which he had been 
guilty. With a heart full of grief he returned to 
his mafter. ‘* You appear vexed,” faid the old 
man: “™ What cam be the caufe of it ?” Thea 
Katkas, flattering himfelf, that he would obtain, 
by his fincerity, the pardon of his fault, made 
an humble confeffion of the motive, and all the 
eircumftances of. it, even to the carrying off the 
grain “which he had fet apart, and of which, 
he had not been able to difcover the thieves. 
~ The old man, difcovering the marked influ. 
ence of his fteward’s malignant far, thought it 
would be imprudent to keep him any longer, 
and determined to-give him his leave immedi-. 
, ately. We donot fuit one another,” faid he 
to him ; ‘let us part, But as itis not juft, that 
TP thould bear the lofs of what you cnpeeerey 
r g 
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~> fet apart, netics tne the money which I gave 
you, and feek the reward of your labour, in- 
the fale of the grain which you took from me. 
I abandon you.” The unfortunate Kafkas ac- 
knowledged the juftice of this order : he fubmit- 
ted to itwithout murmuring ; and left the houfe 
of his benefactor, fomewhat Iefs naked than 
he entered it, but without a fingle piece of 
amoney, and plunged into a deep melancholy. 
This forrowful {port of fortunc was thought 
lefsly walking along the fea fhore, when he 
perceived a tent, which he approached. He 
found in it four perfons, who difcovering in his 
countenance, which was otherwifé engaging, 
the traces of deep forrow, eagerly afked him 
the caufe of it. He gratified their curiofity, 
- by the recital ofhis misfortunes. As he f{poke, 
hhe drew a very marked attention from one of 
the four, who feemed to have a kind of autho- 
rity over the other three. This man foon re- 
‘eognized him as one of his correfpondents at 
Bagdad, with whom he. had formerly had 
important and lucrative concerns. The mer- 
chant was moved with compaffion: At that 
time, he was engaged in» an adventure of 
pearl-fifhing, and was the chief of the three 
divers who were with him. “ Throw your- 
_ felves:into the fea,” faid he to fthem, ‘“ and the 
Sirk 
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firft ‘shee of pearls which you have, fhall be for 
this unfortunate traveller.” ere 
The three divers, affeéted as well as their 
matter, with the misfortune of Kafkas, threw 
themfelves into the fea, and brought up, in 
fheHs which they cafried with them, ten pearls, 
of anineftimable value, for their fize and beau- 
ty. The merchant was delighted with the little 
fortune, he had been able to procure for his 
former correfpondent. ‘ Take thefe pearls,” 
faid he to him ;” fell two of them’ when yoa 
~ arrive in the capital, and their price will be 
fufficient for any adventure, in which you may 
be inclined to engage : but take particular care 
of the other eight, that they may ferve you in 
the time of need, and fell them. where you can 
do it to the greateft advantage.” 
. Kafkas, after thanking his benefaétor, depart. 
ed, and took the road which he was direc 
ed to follow, in his way to the capital. He 
had been three days on his journey, when he 
perceived at a diftance, fome people on horfe- 
back. Afraid leaft they fhould be robbers, he 
hid eight of his pearls, betwixt the two cloths 
of his veft, and put intohis mouth the two o-« 
thers, which he propofed to fell. He was not 
wrong in his conje&ure, concerning the per= 
fons he had {een ’; they were in reality. robbers. 
They came up-to him, furrounded him, and 
ftrippedi 
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{tripped him; and in this fituation they left 
him on the road, with ‘nothing rig: a fingle 
pair of drawers. 

The unfortunate.traveller, recognized in 
this new feature of fortune, the effect of the 
evil deftiny which purfuéd him. Mean while: 
he congratulated himfelf, on having been able 
to fave from the hands of the rafeals, the two 
moft beautiful pearls; which were fu‘Ticicnt 
to re-eftablifh his affairs, and afGft him in fome 
lucrative adventure. The capital was not far 
diftant. He arrived there, and entrufted to the 
Dellai*, the two pearls which remained, to ex- 
pofe them to fale. The De//al proclaimed the 
jewels with a loud voice, in the market, and 
invited the curious to bid forthem. Unfortu- 
nately, fome days before, there had been. fome : 
pearls ftolen from one of the richeft jewellers 
in the city. He thought he recognized fome of 
his own, in thofe which were fet up to fale, 
and demanded that the pretended owner of the 
jewels fhould appear. When he faw him fo 
ill drefled, he was convinced he had found the 
thief. ‘ .There are two pearls,” faid he to 
him, “ but you ought to have ten; what have 
you done with the other eight?” Kafkas, 
thinking the jeweller had been informed of the 

prefent 


* The Dela is a public crier. 
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prefent that the fither had made him, ingenu- 
oufly replied; “ I had-ten of them, itds true: 
But fome robbers, whom I met on the road, 


have carried off the other cight inthe lining of 


my waiftcoat, where I had concealed them.” 

On this’ confeffion, which appeared to the” 

jeweller an acknowledgment of guilt, hé took 

~ Kaflkas by the ,hand, and carried him before 
the civil magiftrate, accufing him of having 
Molen his pearls. This judge, ledaway by ap- 
pearances, and.on the declaration of the rich 
citizen, condemned the poor Kafkas to the baf- 
tinado, and to imprifonment, as long as his 
accufer fhould be pleafed to detain him in euf 
tody.. This unhappy creature, the fport -of 
fortune and of men’s injuftice, underwent the 
punifhment, and was forced, during a whole 

_ year, to groan under the rigour of a fevere con 
finement, till at length, chance brought a man 
of his acquaintance into the fame prifon. This 
-was one of the three divers in the; Perfiam 
Gulf, whofe labour appeared to have been fo 
profitable to him. 

The diver, furprized to fee him in this Gtua- 
tion, afked the caufe of it. Kafkas related to 
him all that had happened fince they parted. 
This new confident immediately addrefled a 

- petition to the King, in which he implored the . 
favour of being admitted into his prefence, 
that 


a 


je 
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that he might communicate to him a fecret of 
the utmoft importance. The King caufed the 


_ diver to be brought before him. He proftra- 


ted himfelf; and the King, after having made 
him rife up, ordered him to communicate the 
fecret which he was to reveal. 

‘* Great King,” faid the diver, * the great- 


nefs of your Majefty’s foul, and your love of 


juftice, are known to all your fubje&ts. Iven- 
‘ture, this day, to call upon thefe fublime vir- 
tues, in favour of an unhappy innocent ftran- 
ger, who hath fuffered an unjuft punifhment, 
for a crime which he did not commit, and who . 


- is ftill confined in the fame dungeon, in which 


I haye been hut up, for a trifling fault. You 


_ love, Sire, to punith the wicked ; but it is with 
the fpirit of equity, and for the maintenance 


of good order. Your Majefty would with, 
that the wolf and the lamb thould walk toge- 
ther fecurely ; and it is the duty of your flave 
to co-operate with your benevolent intentions, 
by putting it in your power to repair an in- 
juftice committed againft a man, perfecuted by 
his evil deftiny, and worthy of your compaf. 
fion.” He then entered into a minute detail 


_ of the adventure of Katkas, with regard to the: 


pearls. He fhewed him the circumftance which 
had led the jeweller into a miftake, and occa- 


fioned the ignorance of the judge: in fine, he 


added, . 
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added, “ If your Majefty ftill {nfpeGs the truth 
of my recital, you may caufe the chief of the 
fithery, and my compaitions the divers, to ~ 
interrogated concerning it.” ; 

The diver, having no intereft in a matter 
that concerned only an unfortunate and help- 
~lefs man, fpake with that boldnefs and open- 
nefs which truth infpires. Jn the end, the 
Monarch was convinced of the innocence of 
the unfortunate Kafkas ; and ordered the chief 
of the eunuchs to fet him at liberty, condué& 
him to the bath, and, after having clothed him 
decently, to bring him into his prefence. 

The eunuch obeyed. Kafkas was led to 


the feet of the Sovereign, where he confirmed . 


the report of the diver. He told the fruitlefs 


efforts he had made to undeceive the jeweller, . 
and remove the prejudice of the§udge. Ina - 


word, by the detail of all his adventures, he 

interefted the King fo much, that he obtained 

- from him, that inftant, a lodging in the palace, 

and a place of truft near his — with great 

appointments. 

__. As to the jeweller, after being obliged to re- 
ftore the pearls, he was fentenced to receive 
two hundred ftrokes of the baftinado: the 
judge received double that number, and was 


depofed from his office. Kafkas, loaded with - 
favours, thought fate reconciled to him for — 


+ “a ever. 
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“ Hieieoek: pleafure in hardening hinlelf ; 
veut his bad fortanej’and- was already are 
ranging the: plans of that fuccefs, which he 
promifed himfelf in the new office, which he 
filled, when his serie! laid.a new fnere for 
dsieny 232 Lee 
» Be: ikon one ais in the apartment 
which was allotted to him, a door covered up 
with athin coat of platter, which, from age, fell 
to dutt at the fmalleit touch. Jt required no 
_ leffort to force'this paflage ; the door opened of 
atfelf.. He entered, without refleing, into a 
rich apartment, to which~ he was an entite 
“ftranger, and found himfelf, without know- 
ang it, in the middle of the palace. 
a Bearcely had he made one ftep, when the 
chief. of the eunuchs obferved him, and with- 
ae delayimformed the king of it. The Mo- 
march inftantly came. The fragments of the 
ali fint which were Mill upon the ground, dp- 
peared a proof, that the. door had beea forced ; 
and the aftentfhment of Kafkas carried a com- 
plete conviGtion of his guilt. |“ Unhappy 
man !” faid the King to him,.‘‘ Is it thus you 
acknowledge my fivours and your obligations? 
My juflice faved you, when } believed you in- 
smocent; guilty now, it condemns you to-lofe 
your fight.”. The impradent man, withouc 
daring to attempt avy juitification, was ialtant- 
ly delivered over to the executioner, afking no 
Vout. E other 


50 ARABIAN TALES. 


other favour, than, that they would put inte 
his hands, the eyes which were to be torn out. _ 
He carried them in his hand, as he walked, 
groping through the ftreets of the capital. 
*¢ Behold,” faid he, ‘‘ O ye who hear me, that — 
which the unfortunate Kaikas hath gained, by 
hardening himfelf againft the decrees of his 
evil deiliny, and defpifing the advice of his 
friends. Behold the lot of the obftinate. ” 


Aladin, having thus finifhed the hiftory of 
the metchant, addreffed himfelf dire@tly to Bos 
hetzad. 

** Sire, you hse feen the effect of Sorbus s 
influence, on the man, whofe adventures I have 
now related. So long as his ftar was propitious, 
he fucceeded in every thing: But, when ever it 
changed, his efforts to correct its) malignity 
were fruitlefs. The tranfient inftances of fuc- 
cefs, which feemed to arreft the current of his 
_ misfortunes, foon plunged him into greater evils 
than thofe which hehad efcaped. Circum- 
ftances that were unforfeen, and fteps that were 
innocent, gave him the appearance of ingrati- 
tude and guilt, even’ when every thing aflured 
him of the purity of his condn@. My lot; 
‘alas! is but too like that of his. Fortune 
fmiled upon me, while I enjoyed your Maje- 
fty’s favour: but in the mean time, her feeret 


iprings 
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fprings were ee the baie into byes I 
have fallen.’ 

The young man had eh the sabideiihecs 
of the unfortunate merchant of Bagdad, fo na 
turally, and with fo much grace, and hed 
made fo happy an application of them, that 
Bohetzad, always difpofed to favour a-criminat 
whom: he had loved fo well, and moved by the 
inftance of rath judgement, which he had juft 
heard, put-off the execution which he hed or- 
dered, till the day following, under .pretence 
of its being too late for doing itthen. ‘ Re. 
turn to thy prifon,” faid he to him; “J grant 
thee thy life tillto-morrow ;1 put off, till that 
time, the anette that is juftly due to 
thee.” BS 

In the mean time, the irk Vizier “expegted 
with impatience the account of Aladin’s execu- 
tion; and when he heard that it was delay- 
ed, he affembled his affociates, and thus ad- 
dreffed the fecond Vizier... 

‘* The favourite hath found means to fuf- 
pend the execution of his fentence. I have 
done my duty,-in determining the King to an 
act of juftice. It now belongs to you, to do 
yours, by reprefenting tohim, the wrong which 
he does, in forgetting the duties of the throne, 
and in. withholding foong the punifhment of 
a crime that has been proved. I have commu- 
nicated to you the ftratagem, of which Iavail- 

E 2 ed 
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ed ‘cai lally by making it be prefumed, that i 
earried the: Queen’s own words.’ Yow under- 
ftand how eflential it is to give this Princefs 
always the fame language. Her complaint hath 
removed every kind of doubt, and freed her 
even from the fafpicion of connivance with the 
criminal. Make your remenftrances to his 
Majeity, and give them that force which both | 
‘his perional fafety and ours require.” 
The next morning, as’ foon as accefs could 
be. had to Bohetzad, Baharon (for that was the 
nate of the fecond paar a was ianeodmesit to 
the King. 
“ Sire,” faid this minifter to him, “: 1 ‘head; 
in the retirement of my clofet, and amid the im. - 
portant bufinefs with which Iam entrofted, 
that your Majefty was in affli€ticn. Your 
misfortunes, if it is decreed that you fhould 
have any, become the inisfortunes_of all your 
_ fubjeéts.  Excufe the zeal, by which I am a- 
nimated, if I endeavour to difeovér'the caufes 
“of them, and offer your Majefty .all the fervice 
which can arife from my experience and ate 
tachment to you, to-ftop them in their pro- 
grefs.” The King thought Baharon might 
really be ignorant of the event which happen- 
ed within the palzce, and told him the crime 


34: of which Aladin was guilty. 


- The Vizier feemned to dike 5 as he lice’ 
toahis repait. + Sire, ” faid he to the King, as- 
e foon 
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foon as s he bed done fpeaking, ** if the fon of a 
chief of villains, brought up and. nourifhed: 
amidft guilt, could have been . capable of 
virtuous fentiments, this phenomenon would. 
have contradiéted experience, and even proved. 
it deceitful. I will here venture to recall to 
your Majefty, a fable of our anccitois, which. 
ttadition hath preferved to us. 

In ancient times, a young wolf was put to 
{chool, to. endeavour, by inftrudion, to corre& 
his natural propenfity to voracioutnefs. His 
mafter, in order to learn him to read, tranfcri- 
bed, in large characters, fome letters of the 
alphabet ; and attemped to make him under- 
Stand thefe figns. But initead of reading KLS, 
as it was written, the favage animal read flu- 
ently, Kid, Lamb, Shecp. He was governed by 
inftin&, and his natute was incorrigible. The 
fen of a robber is in the very fame fituation ; 
vice is. coeval with his exiftence. From the 
_ beginning he is an infc€ted. mafs, which it is im- 
pofible to. purify. But what aftcnifhes me- 
moft, Sire, is that fuch a criminal fhould hav: 
furvived one moment, the wicked attempt which 
he made, and in which he was furprifed. 

Thefe remonftrances of the fecond Vizicr,. 
having enraged the mind ef tie Monarch {til 
more, he. ordered the prifoner to be broughi in 
chains into his prefence. He was obeyed. 

Aladin appeared ‘The King, doing» yio- 
lence to the fentiments which moved him 
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jn his favour, addreffed him with feverity. 

. “ Traitor!” faid he’ to -him, “ nothing can 

hereafter delay your punifhment; and the 
world fhall be informed of your crime and my 
vengeance !? At the fame time, he gave the 
executioner the fignal of death. ** Sire,’’ -in- 


terrupted Aladin, whofe fteady and modeft . 


countenance was the genuine proof of courage 
and innocence, ‘* my life is in the hands of your 
Majefty ; but I conjure you ftill, not to haften 
-my_death. He, who thinks only of the pre- 
fent, without enquiring into the future, expo- 
fes himfelf to as bitter a repentance,- as that 
, Which the merchant felt, whofe hiftory I have 
heard. He, on the contrary, who ‘looks into 
faturity, hasa right, one day, to congratulate 
himfelf on his prudence, as it happened to the 
fon of this merchant. 
Bohetzad, in fpite of himfelf, felt his curio- 
‘fity excited anew, and was defirous to hear the 
ftory, which Aladin wanted to relate to him. 


** I will confent,” “faid the Monarch, “ to: 


hear the adventures of this merchant ; but it is 
the laft inftance of complaifance, I thall fhew 
you.” “ May it pleafe your beneficent Ma- 
jetty ! ad refamed Aladin, “ order this man, who 
holds the fabre above my head, to begone. TI 
think I fee the angel of death.” The execu= 
-tioner having. withdrawn, by the’ King’s or- 
aes 2a ae . des, 
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der, Aladin: fulfilled the ‘engagement he’ bet 
come under, in the haya aoa ane 


‘ 





The Eiiftory of ltaee Mabomet, and bie iene 
or the Imprudent. 


ace. was, in the city of Naka in Tartary, 
a merchant, whofe name was Illage Mahomet, 
who, withing to extend his commerce to the 
moft remote boundaries of the world, conftrue- 
ted a yeffel, in fuch.a manner, as to be able to 
endure the longeft voyage, and carry a conti- 
derable burden. Whenthis fhip was ready to 
go to fea, he filled it with merchandife ; and ob- 
ferving that the wind was favourable, he took 
leave of his wife, embraced his three children, 
went on board, and failed with a fair wind for 
the ladies. 

A fortunate voyage having, in a fhort time, 
br ought him to the port of the capital of India, 
he tock lodgings, and placed his merchandife. 
Inthe Kan. Quite at eafe, refpecting the fate 

of his effets, he then vifited the different quar- 
. ters of the city, accompanied by four flaves, 
and foon entered into friendfhip with the moit 
celebrated. merchants of the. Sher Ass his at~ 
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tendants had orders to publith the nature of his 
merchandife, and to diftribute patterns of them, 
a croud of purchafers reforted to his maga= 
Zines. ; 

. The King of India was accuftomed to come 
~ eutof his palace, in order to walk through the 
town, and inform himfelf of what was going 
‘on there, under a difguife which rendered it im- 
poflible he fhould be known. Chance having 
directed his fteps to the neighbourhoed of the 
Kan, he was anxious to know, what drew 
every body there. He faw this foreign mer- 
chant, whom a happy and engaging phyfiog- . 
nomy, with a gracious addrefs, announced in 
a very favourable manner. He heard him 
 anfwer, with good breeding. and perfpicuity, 
the queftions that were put to him; and faw 
him condu@ his affairs, with an opennefs which 
gained the confidence of all. He was defirous 
to have fome converfation with him; but the 
' fear of being difcovered made him renounce 
his defign, for the prefent. He returned to his 
palace, as quickly as he could, refumed the 
_ drefs which became his dignity, and fent for 
thi ishonourable merchant. The merchant quick- 
ly obeyed the will of the Monarch. He was 
admitted into his prefence, and the King ex- 

preffed his defire to be acquainted. with him. 

“* Sire,”’ replied the merchant, ‘ I was born 
end ehehhiien) in Naka, near mount Caucafus. 


Commerce: 


Commerce is my profeflion. The fayour and 
liberty which your Majefty grants it, have di- 
- reéted my fpeculations to your dominions,-and 
heaven hath favoured my voyage. 


The King, fatisfied with the fimple dad no- — 


ble reply of this ftranger, withed-to find out 
more particularly the kind of his knowledge, 


by fhewing him, by turns, curiofity on fome 


{ubjeGis, and embarrafiment on others; but he 


was equally pleafed with all his anfwers,’’ 


Convinced, by. all that he had heard, that his 
abilities were far beyond what was neceflary 
for trade, he determined to attach him to his 
own fervice, by raifing him to the higheft of- 
fice. It was not the defign of the Sovereign 
to try the ftranger, by the allurements of ho- 
nour; but knowing, that diftinguilhed merit 
may become ufelefs, in an inferior flation, 
and is frequently only the object of envy, he 
offered him the office of Grand Vizier, in or-~ 
der that it might afford him an opportunity of 
difplaying, to greater advantage, his know- 
ledge and ability. 

Milage received this favour, with exprefions 
of re{peét and gratitude,- ‘ I fhould have con- 
fidered myfelf as too much -honoured, Sire, in 
being admitted into the number of the flaves 
who furround your throne. The dignity .of 
the honourable office to which you have called 
me, far furpaffles my metit and pretenfions 5 

but 
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but the ‘tpt idea, which I titys ctnceived of 
your Majelty, infpires me with an unbounded 
zeal for your fervice, and a confidence that 
I fhall be wholly devoted to it.” : oe 

_ The Monarch, always more pleafed with his 
_ new minifter, ordered him a magnificent robe, 
affigned him, for lodgings a palace in the neigh- 
‘bourhood of his own, and caufed him be in- 
flalled in his new dignity. ‘The Prince had 
no reafon to repent of his choice, which might_ 
appear rafh. The new minifter fat in the di- 
van, onthe right hand of his mafter. He was 
never embarraffed in the difcuffion of. affairs, 
however intricate. He had great fagacity, in 
underftanding every report concerning them. 
Jnftice and equity were fummed up in his de-_ 
cifions; fo that the people and the Monarch - 
enjoyed, under the adminiftration of this en- 
lightened minifter, all the bleflings of a wife 
government. 

Two years paffed in labour, and great em- 
ployments: But at laft nature refumed her 
rights. The Vizier, feparated fo long from a 
family, which he tenderly loved, felt a defire to 
fee them. The firft requeft, which he made 
on this fubje€&t, alarmed the Sovereign. But 
he had a foul of fenfibility ; he could not long 
refift the voice of nature, and permitted ‘his 
_ minifter to undertake a voyage, which he li- 
mited to a certain period; affuring him, that 
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ig he brought his, whole family along with — 


him, he thould never be expofed to any unea- 


finefs in his fervice. With this permiffion, 
the Vizier embarked for Naka, in a veflel of 
war, of which he had the command. 

The family of this merchant ‘of Tartary, 


7 being entirely ignorant of his fate, fince the 


time of his departure, were abandoned to the 
moft cruel uneafinefs. Fortunately, a mer- 
chant of the country, returning from India, 
had given them news of him, and reftored 
tranquillity to this family, who were raifed to 
the fummit of joy, on hearing of his elevation 
and fuccefs, on whofe account they were alarm- 
ed. The wife of illage determined, that mo- 


| ment, to repair to her hufband, lefs to fhare 


his glory than his love. She fet her affairs in 
order ; and after having taken every neceflary 


Rep, the embarked with the fame merchant, 


who had given her fo confolatory news. 

After fome days failing, the veflel which 
eatried them caft anchor near an ifland, where 
they were to land and exchange merchandife. 
Contrary winds had obliged Ilage to land at 
the fame place. He had hired a lodging pret- 
ty near the harbour ; and being fatigued, with 
the bad weather which he had met with, had 
thrown himfelf upon a bed, in order to take 


_ tepole. His fpoufe, who lived in an oppofite 


rye win 


quarter of the city, foon learned that a vef- 
ZF AN fel 
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fel had arrived in its way fron India, and that 
it had failed from the capital. She fent her 
children to afk the news concerning the Grand 
Vizier, thinking it impoffible, but that ay 
fliould be able to receive fome. 
The young people went from the inn where 
their mother was, running, the one after the 
other, till they had come undér the windows 
of the apattment where the Vizier was at reft. 
They took poffeffion of a little eminence, on 
which a number of bales of goods were colle&t- 
ed, to keep them dry. The thoughtlefs youths 
went to play on the bales, trying which of the 
two could pufh down his brother. Thefe 
playful infants, difputing with addrefs and ro- 
guery, announced their vidtory or their defeat, 
by fuch piercing fhouts, that they awaked the 
‘Vizier. 
He loft his patience: he went to the win- 
dow to check the noife, and leaning over it, 
three diamonds, which thé King had given 
him, fell from his fingers. The agitation of 
the fea had already ftirred up the minifter’s 
-choler; the habit of command rendered him 
incapable: of forbearance; and the ifland oa 
which he was, being within the jurifdiction of 
his government, he ordered thefe troublefome 
children to be taken into cuftody. He ‘came 
own himfelf to fearch for his diamonds: but 
itr uid ft fach confufi ion, | his fearch-was fruitlefs. 
2 Driven 





\ 
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“Driven, by degrees, to indignation and fury, 
“he accufed the children, not only of being the. 
- eanfe of the lofs of his diamonds, but even: of 
~ having fidlen them. ‘Their innocence could — 
‘not defend them againft prejudice. -He pu- 
nifhed them with the-baftinado, and then cau- | 
fed each of them to be tied to a -board, and 
caft-into the fea. .Thefe innocent vittiths, ex- 
‘peéting a cruel death, became -the fport of the 
waves and billows. 
- Meanwhile night approached ; and the fpoufe 
“of Illage, not feeing her children return, unea- 
m fy, and bathed jn tears, went out to feck them. 
The neighbours could tell her nothing of them. 
~ She ran from ftreet to ftreet, without meeting 
_-any perfon, who could fatisfy her well-found- 
ed: impatience. This-tender mother came at 
_ left to the harbour. There, from the defcrip- 
- *tion fhe gave of the three perfons, who were 
_ ‘the object of her Search, and the caufe of her 
 uneafinefs; a failor replied to her, “Madam, 
the young people whom you enquire after, are 
the fame, whom.a-powerful man, lately arri- 
ved from India, hath punilhed by his flaves, 
_ for a theft which he imputed to them. They 
gave them the baftinado, tied them to.a plank, 
and, by his order, threw them into the fea.” 
_ At thefe words, the unhappy mother filled the 
air with her fhrieks and groans ; fhe. rent her 
t b ielapes, and tore het hair. “O my children,” 
AS 3 Se ~ faid 
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aid the, “‘ where is the Vizier your father, . 
‘to revenge me on the man who hath murdered 
you?” Her defpair ftruck the ear of her huf- 
band, who was not far diftant. -He feemed to 
-know the voice, and learned that it was that™ © 
of the inconfolable mother, whofe children he 
-had condemned to death. The cry of nature 


+ .vefounded in his heart ; and he no longer doubt . 


ed but that the children he had punifhed were 
his own. He haftened to the unfortunate wo~ 
-man, whofe mifery he had occafioned, and im. 
mediately knew her. “ Ah barbarian, that I 
am, I have been the murderer cf-our’children ! 
Fatal power, with which I'am invefted ! Blind- 
ed by thee, I had not time allowed me to be 
juft! Iam the executioner of my own chil- 
dren!” As he fpoke thefe words, all the 
figns of the moft violent defpair were painted 
in his countenance, and manifefted themfelves 
by every fort of extravagance. His wife fank 
at his feet under the weight of her grief. “Do 
not pardon me,” ‘added he, I am a monfter; ; 
and fo much the more criminal, as I am at 
this moment placed beyond the reach of the 
daw. I muft for ever be torn by my own re- 
morfe, and loaded with your reproaches. I 
‘thought myfelf offended, and T haftened to re~ 
-venge myfelf, without taking time to refleét. 
A faw a crime, where there was none, and let 


fall 
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fall the ftroke upon innocence, without think 
ing it would rebound upon my‘elf.” bi 

‘* You fee, Sire,” continued Aladin, “ what’ 
caufe this Vizier had,-to repent his believing. 
thefe children guilty, upon a deceitful appear: 
ance, and his having hurried on a fevere pu~ 

* nithment, without reflecting on-whom it was © 
to fall. He forgot, that a regard to futurity 
ought to regulate the prefent.” , 

_ This tnfortunate minifter, difgufted with 
glory and opulence; renounced the fearch of 
his diamonds, abandoned the veflel and its la- 
ding,.and -fupporting the tottering fleps ofa 
weeping mother, they both walked along the 
fhore.of the fea, mournfully demanding of it, 
the treafures which the Vizier had cruelly 
committed to the inconftancy of its waves. 

“« Your Majefty,” continued Aladin, “ will 
pardon-me, if, fora fhort time, I make you: 
lofe fight of this difconfolate pair, while I fix 
your attention on their unhappy children.”’ 

The, billows, to whofe: caprice they had 
been abandoned, were fo agitated, that, although 
they were frequently thrown againft one ano-- 
ther, they were immediately feparated again. 
One of them, after having ftruggled for two- 
days again& the billows, and after having ef- 
caped' the danger of being dafhed to pieces on 
rocks, againft which he was continually dri- 

; sia found himielf, -allat once, afhore on the. 

F'3- ~ coaft 


- 
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eoatt of a neighbouring kingdom. Tie chia " 

which fixed, him to the. plank, were much. _ 
worn‘by the fand ; and notwithfanding his fa. 
tigue and hunger, he had ftill ftrength enough . 

_ to difengage himfelf from them, and reach the» 
land... He there found an officer, who was go- 
ing to refreth his horfe, at- the ftream of a 


., meighbouring fountain. . This man, affected . 


with the fight of this unfortunate-child, gave. 
him part of his clothes, fet him-~-behind--him, . 
and carried him to his:own houfe. There; 
nourifhing food and tepofe, completely recover 
xed. the thip-wrecked youth. Ls 
After decently drefling him, hit benefactor. 
prefented him to the king, already informed of . 
the. event. 
The happy pityGaaabany of the young maa . 
made an impreffion on the King; and his an-. 
fwers foon completed the very favourable opi- 
nion he had of him. He became a diftinguith-. 
ed officer. in the palace, where his: conduct. 
gained the complete efteem and confidence of. 
his Sovereign. This prince, to whom heaven . 
hadwnot granted children, thought he could not. 
do his people a greater fervice, than by adopt- 
ing this youth, whom fortune had thrown_in« 
to his arms. His choice was applauded by. 
the whole court,, and. confirmed, by. the divam . 
~The people were happy ; and the abilities of 
“ young: ‘Prince, foon placed - him in the» 
A number + 
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niumber_ of thé moft valiant Kings of Afia. 
Age and infirmities rendered the King unable 
to fupport the. veight of the government, and 
he abdicated the {ceptre in favour of his adopt- - 
ed fon. He faw him married; and thus ter= - 


minating his career of glory, calmly refigned = : 


his life into the hands of his Creator. 

The young Sovereign, bewailing the lofs of | 
his benefaétor, gave himfelf up to the jufteft 
forrow. - He withed to fulfill the duties of 
gratitude and piety ; ; and fummoned his divan, 
that he might honour the afhes of his prede~ 
ceflor, by prayers and folemn ceremonies. 
The people repaired to the mofques. The 
Amame, the Nabib, the Dervifes, and all thofe 
who ferve at'them, paid to his memory, the 
homage which was due toit. He caufed ma- 

- ny alms be diftributed among the poor, and 
through all the hofpitals of the kingdom. 
Thefe religious duties early announced the wif- 
dom of his government, and they were not 
proved falfe by the event. He was always a - 
juft and ative Ring, and governed his people 
with the affection of a father. 

In this manner did fortune fnatch from the 
fury of the wayes,. one of the Vizier’s children, 
to raife him to the fummit of greatnels. But - 
this unhappy father continued. to grieve for 
the lofs of his two fons, patil, in one of the ° 
iflands. where he had his refidence, he heard - 
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the Del/al. proclaim, with a loud voice, that : 
there was.a young flave to be fold, and that ° 
the curious were invited to come and examine , 
him... Illage ftopped, looked at the young : 
man, and,-conftrained by a feeling of which 
he knew not the caufe, he determined to. if - 

- chafe him, 

~ The figure of this ftranger had sisi Sous : 
which he could not refift.  His' age correfpon- - 
ded to that of one of his owa children: and if the -- 
beauty of his features was a true indication of — 
the virtues of his mind, he hoped he would * 
fupply the place of one of thofe whom he had : 
loft. He returned home with his new pur-- 
ehafe, 
His wife, who perce them ata diftance, - 
recognifed the youth, and was about to throw 
herfelf into his arms; but funk under this un- 
expected furprife.. But although her joy de- 
Prived her of the ufe of her fenfes, fhe was 
“ftill able:to-utter the name. ‘of her fon. The 

_ attention of her hufband, and, that of the young | 
man, who bathed her with. his tears, recalled 
her to life. The father, affedted with what ° 

_ he faw, recognifed the cry of nature, and re- 
turning thanks to. heaven for the unexpeéled 

favour he had received, mingled together his 

; tears and carefles at this moving picture, and 

partook of the ‘happinefs of an unlooked for — 
difcovery. ° ~Neyerthelefs, he was tormented - 
by a new uneafinefs ; the frie of his fon 

recalled 


oe} 
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sissies to. inetd his’ brother: «© What is bee ss 


~wome of him ?} POH? 


bial 2 4F. Vo ‘Sophied the’ yoting man,°* the 
waves foon feparated’ the planks on which we © 
were carried ; and I can tell youwnothing-of his - 
fate.” 'This‘anfwer redoubled the affiétion of « 
the hufband and wife ; but they {eemed to be © 
comforted, with’ the hope of another blefling fi- 


‘milar-to that which they had juft received ; 


and in this pleaiing-expeCtation, their tender- 
nefs centered’ on the beloved fon, whom hea- - 
ver had:at length reftored to their arms. 

- Several! years-had elapfed. Achib, the fon 
of Hage, grew ftronger every day. ~ He ac- 
quited knowledge ; and beeame capable of fol- 


lowing commerce, in which his father had .in- - 


ftructed him. Seeing him fit'even to under- - 
take a profitable voyage, his father- purchafed 


a thip, loaded it with metchandife, and deftined 
it for the capital of the aflands; in which they 


were fettled,-entrufting him with the manage- 
ment-of it! Upon ‘his arrival in the capital, 


‘Achib hired a ftore-houfe in the Kan, depo- 


fited his goods there, and pafled fome days in 
artanging them to advantage. 

The feaft of the Ramexan came. The 
young man, a faithful Muffulman, having 
fucked in, with his mother’s milk, the doc- 
trine of the. Alcoran, to which he had paid 
parcel attention, ftill poffefled the art of 

~ finging 


-~ 


68° -- ARABIAN’ TALES. 


finging fo perfe€tly, that he was able to fulfill, - 
with dignity, the funétions of the mame *. 
He drefled himlelf ia his faragi, and went to~ 
the principal mofque. ‘There the King, with” 
all his court, and the grandees of the kingdom, - 
were prefent at the noon-day fervice, . The ° 
young man took his place near the King, and - 
when the 4tbib + mounted the pulpit, and be- - 
gan to chaunt the Falbeat,: Achib. zepeated * - 
three times, Mla ak part. 

The aflembly, and the King. himfelf, were” 
aftonihhed at this young ftranger feating him-- 
felf fo near his Majefty ; but the pleafure of - 
his melodious and affecting: voice, excited fo - 
agreeable a furprife, that they foon forgot his 
affurance. All agreed that they had never ~ 
- heard any thing fo exquifite and perfect. The - 
Athib was jealous of him ; he had never fup- 
pofed that there was a voice in the world fu-- 
‘perior to his own; and the defpair which he 
felt deprived him of the ufe of it. He felt it : 

die upon his lips. Achib did not give him 
time to.ecover it; he continued the prayer ° 
with a force and eafe, which the efforts of the © 

Ges 


£ AGS isa prieft who Reade: and explains the 
Alcoran. — 

+ Athtb is a reader whe chaunts over the prayer 
in plain-fong. 
a As aie the Meahienbin Coafeffion of Faith 
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Mbib, fuppoting him to havé had | the courage te ; 

attempt it, could not have furpaffed. ec ; 

When the King had ended his prayer, as he 3a 
came out of the mofque, he ordered his officers - 


* to wait for the new finger, to have a horfe rea- 


dy for him, and to condué him.to the palace; . 
where his Majelty defired to fee him. . Achib - 
received this invitation with refpeét, and obey< 
ed the orders of his Sovereign. | 

The Monarch gave him a moft gracious re- 


" Seption, beftowing the higheft praife upon his 


talents, and foon felt Iimfelf prejudiced, in fa- 


vour of: this ftranger, by a fymmp athy, of which - 


he could not difcover the fprings; but it 


feemed to be of the moft interesting nature. 
Achib-was only in his feventeenth year; and 
was endowed with every perfonal grace. E- 
very thing feemed to unite in ftrengthening 


_ the liking. which the King fhewed for this 


i lie 


firanger. Thus, whether on this pretence, or 
to do a. beneficent ation, he made him lodge 
in his palace, and gave him a diftinguifhed 
preference over the pages, and thofe who com- 
poied his houfehold.. 

The officers foon confpired the deftruGion 
of their rival. In the mean time, the virtuous 
Achib, after a very long refidence at court, 
became defirous of feeing his parents, and giv- 
ing them an account of the goods, with which 
he had been entrufted. _ Afraid left he thould - 
Rot | 
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not obtain the Monarch’s permiflion to retutw- 


to them, he wrote to them, and informed them: 
of the favour he enjoyed. This motive, and. 
.the defire he expreffed of feeing them again,., 
determined the family to go to him immedi-” 
ately. 

Mage and his wife bore in their hearts the: 
letter which they had juft received; and both 
of them being flattered with having a fony 


who, at fo early an age, had been able to gain: 
the good graces of a King, they inflantly de-- 


| termined to haften their departure; and in- 
formed their fon of this refolution.” As foon 
as Achib received this: information; he pur- 


chafed a houfe, and fuitable furniture ;:and in» 


a fhort time embraced in it, the authors of * 


his exiftence, to whom the King fent prefents 


of fuch magnificence, as fhewed that they were. 


intended for the family of his favourite, - 


The finenefs of the feafon, having invited - 


the King to one of his country houfes, he res 


moved thither; and gave- entertainments: for; 
the amufement of his court. One eveningy- 
contrary to his ufual cuftom, he gave himfelf- 
. up to the pleafures of the table, and drank of. 
a ftrange liquor, of which he knew: not the- 


flrength. In athort time after; he was fuddenly 
_ feized with fuch a ftipidity, thathe was obliged 
to'throw himfelf on a fopha, where he foon fell 
pitied Pleafure had removed from him all” 
his» 
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- Misfervants. Achib alone, following from affec- 
tion every ftep of his maiter and benefaétor, en- 
tered into the apartment, and found him afleep. 
‘Then placing himfelf within the door, he drew 
his fabre, and ftood there as a guard. One of 
-the pages having returned, was furprifed to 
find him in this fituation, and afked him the 
caufe of it. ‘ I am watching,” faid Achib, 
‘for the fafety of my King: my attachment 
and my duty fix me here.” The page ran and 

_ ;told his companions what he had feen. They 
. thought, they might eafily avail themfelves of 
this event, to deftroy him, and went in a body 
to the Monarch. The witnefs fwore, that he 
had found Achib, with a naked fabre in his hand, 

in his Majefty’s chamber, while he was afleep. 
He afcribed the moft criminal intentions to this 
‘faithful guard, and pretended that nothing but 
fome fudden alarm, had prevented the in- 
-tended blow. “ If your Majefty, Sire,” added. 
he, “ fufpeé&ts the truth of my report, you 
need only to-day ‘feign giving yourfelf up 

* -tofleep without any precaution, and we do not 
doubt but this rafh man, purfuing his deteftible 

_ ~purpofe, will come to renew his attempt.” 
Though moved by this accufation, the King 
‘was unwilling to truft entirely to the declara-_ 
‘tion of his pages, and thought it his duty to 
_ lear up his doubts himfelf,.  ._ 


Ja 
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In the mean time, the pages had gone ‘te, 
‘find the young favourite. ‘‘The King,” faid 
they to him, “ is highly -pleafed with the zeal 
you have fhewn for the fafety of his perfon.”. 
4 Achib,” hath he faid, “+19 to me as a foield ; 
~under bis proteGion I can fleep without fear”? — 
‘Night came, and the King, after a repaft, 
-during which he affected much gaiety and 

chearfulnefs, fuddenly retired, and threw him- 
_ felf upon a fopha, apparently in the fame ftate 

‘in which he had been the night before. Achib, 
who never loft fight of him, fuppofing he was 
‘afleep, entered the apartment, to place him- 
‘felf on guard, with his fabre uplifted and na- - 
Wedecs chp : 

As foon as the king faw the gleam of the 

‘fabre, he was feized with terror; and a cry 
which-he uttered, brought to him all the of- 
ficers of his guard. Achib was arrefted by his 
‘grder, loaded with chains, and led away to 
-prifon. eens ees: 

The next morning, after the firlt prayer, the 
King aflembled his diva, afcended his throne, ’ 
and caufed the man be brought before him, 

‘ whom flanderous and falfe reports, and deceit- 
‘ful appearances, had expofed to the prefump- 
tion of fo much guilt. ‘“ Ungrateful that you 
are !” faid he to him, “ is it by putting me to. 
“death, that you would thew your gratitude, 
vand repay my favours? I will not delay te 

take - 


wea 
Le 


s 
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| ‘take’ Wohal - vengeance, on your deteftable: bafe- 


‘nefs.””  Achib, having made no reply -to thefe 
reproaches, was fent back to prifon, : 
Scarcely was he gouve out, when two of thie 


“courtiers, who were moft éager fot his deftruc- 
‘tion, approached the King. “Sire,” faid they 


‘to him, “‘ every body is furprifed to fee the 
‘execution of the criminal delayed. There ‘is 
no crime equal to that which he intended to 


‘contmit: And you ought to give fuch a 
‘fpeedy example of juftice, as your perfonal 


‘fafety, and the tranquillity of your spepies re= 
“quire. 

‘© Let us not be rafh,” replied the King, ‘in 
*‘a@ judgment of this nature. The criminal is in 
chains, and cannot make his efcape. And as 
to publick vengeance, it will never be too 


late to gratify it. It is eafy to take away 


man’s life, but itis impoflible to reftore it. 
‘Life is a blefling of heaven, which we ought to 
refpect, and it becomes not us to deprive our | 
fellow-creatures of it, without the moft ma- 
ture deliberation. The evil, once done, can 
never be repaired ! I have it now in my power 
to refle on what I ought.to do, and with 
‘not that the future fhould have to reproach 
‘me, with the improper conduét of the prefent.” 
Having faid this, the King - difmiffed the’ di- 
‘van, ordered his hunting equipage to be got 
“Mou. TW. G -seady, 


74 ARABIAN TALES. 


xeady, and gave himfelf up, for fome days, te 
the amufements of the chace. 


On his return, he was again fet upon by the | 
enemies of Achib. The longer, accérding to 


them, that this criminal’s punifhment was de- 
_ layed, the more the people were difcontented. 
Clemency and moderation ceafed to be virtues, 
when they fpared fuch crimes as his. Thefe 
mew remarks embarraffed the fovereign, who 
chad now nothing to oppofe to them, fince the 
delay, which he had granted, had brought no- 
thing to light. He determined to infliét that 
fevere punifhment which juftice feemed to re- 
-quire, and ordered the criminal to be bronght 
before him, accompanied by the officers of juf- 
tice and the executioner. ! 
Achib ftood blindfolded at the foot of the 
throne. The executioner, with the fword in 
his hand, waited the King’s command. At 
, that inftant, a confufed noifé was heard ; a ftran- 
ger pierced through the crawd, and haftened-to 
the feet of the. King. It was the unfortunate 
 Allage. ?. Moret Sire, Mercy !”? exclaimed 
she, ‘* pardon the only child that heaven has 
reftored tome. My fon could not intend an 
attack upon your. life; he was incapable of 
 defigning fo unnatural a murder; your life is 
_@earer to him than his own! I have letters of 
his, which made me fly to your Majefty, that 
i might eens, more e nearly, thofe virtues 


ai 
| 


j 
a 
; 


which : 
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Which T adored. But O Monarch ! whofe ils 
luftrious. virtues, are renowned through the’ 
thoft diftant corners of the world, juftify the’ 
publick admiration, by a new difplay of wil-” 
dom, in overcoming a réfentment, with which’ 
falfe appearances have infpired you’! Confider 
with horror, the melancholy confequences of a 
too rath judgment! Behold, in me, a dreadful 
example, of the confequence, of being led away 
by paffion, and of yielding, without reflection, 
to its imprudent fallies. Heaven blefled me 
with children; but, having been feparated 
from them, from their epitielt infancy, the day 
at length came, when we were to be reunited. 
Not knowing them, and being blinded by paf- 
fion, T abufed the power, with which I was 
invefted ; I made them be bound upon planks, 


and thrown into the fea. The man whom you 


threaten with death, alone efcaped from perifh- 
ing \in the waves ; and muft I this day be the 
Witnefs of his death? Behold the reward of 


my guilty imprudence ! My heart is filled 


with bitternefs, and tears will flow from mine 
eyes, till they are clofed in death.” 

During this difcourfe, the King ftood mo- 
tionlefs through aftonifhment. It was his own’ 


-hiftory he had juft heard. The man who 


fpoke was his father, and the fuppofed crimi- 
Wal. his brother, 
Bars G2 Having, — 
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Having happily acquired, in, the exereife'of: 
- power, the habit of felfcommand, he knew> ~ 


how to fhun the dangers of too fudden a dif. 
covery. Nature, however, yielded ‘at length. 


to’his eagernefs, and he affetionately embrac-. 
ed. the author of his life. He ordered his bro- 
ther to be fet free from thofé fhameful chains,. 


with which envy. had bound him. He made. 


himfelf. known to him ; and after mutual con-. 
folation} ‘* Behold,” ‘fala. he to his divan,. 


“ to what a dreadful evil, f would have expof- 


ed myfelf, had I lightly credited the detrace 
tions of flander, and, upon your artful reports, 
had haftened the punifhment which you. fo. 
eagerly urged. Go, and beafhamed! Was there. : 
one among you all who fupported innocence !” 
After thefe few words, the King retired into hig . 
apartments with his fatherjand brother. He ad-. 
mitted ‘them to a fhare in all the j joys of his... 
court, and fent twenty flaves magnificently dref-. 
fed, in queft of his mother. This family, fo hap- . 
pily reunited, livedi in the bleffings of the moft ;. 
affectionate. “unity, grateful to the Almighty, and - 
faithful to the law written. by his great Pro. 
phet, till the. moment when they were called, . 
by the decree of fate, from this world to a. - 


better. 


Matin. having thus finifhed the hiftory of 


Mlege. Mahomet, or the Imprudent, added fome 


reflections, - 
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file Biens: fitted to make an impreflion 0 on the | 
mind of the King, whofe attention he had been: 
fo fortunate ag to engage. 

“ Sire !” faid he to him, * if be fon, ihe 5 
he became a King, had condu&ed himfelf as 
rathly, as the father when he was a minifter, 
innocence would have been facrificed to jealou- 
fy and ambition, and a whole family devoted, 
for life, to mifery and remorfe. There is al- 
Ways fomething gained by delay... Appearan- 
ces aré equally againft me, and envy hath a~ 
- wailed itfelf of them, to make me-appear guilty: 
but I have heaven and your wifdom on my 
fide.”? 
- When the young man had done fpeaking, : 
Bohetzad turned towards his minifters, “ I 
do not mean,” faid he, “ that crimes fhould 
remain unpunifhed. But truth, even when it 
comes from the mouth of an enemy, ought to 
be efteemed precious. This criminal hath well 
remarked, that there can be nothing loft by 
taking time to reflect. Let him be carried back - 
to prifon. _ , 

The Viziers were enraged. Delay might 
difcover the truth, through the cloud, under 
which they had concealed it. As they jointly 
endeavoured to conceal the ftratagems they had - 
_devifed in fecret, the third among them ‘went 
__ early next day to the levee. The King enquir~~ 
ed, if the interval that had elapfed, had produce - 
ed-no new light, ¥ 

G 3 Sire? 
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“ Sire,” replied this minifter, “the police, . 
which, under your Majefty’s orders, we exercife, « 
maintains the peace of your capital, and all- 
would be perfeétly quiet, if the throne, and . 
your bed, were avenged of the outrage of this : 
fon of a villain, whofe punifhment your Ma- 
jefty ftill delays. The people are murmuring 
at it; and I fhould have thought myfelf want- 
ingin my duty, had I concealed from you their - 
uneafinefs, the confequences of which may be -. 
dangerous. It is never too foon to prevent a » 
rebellion; and that, which is now~forming, . 
would be extremely fatal.” _ , 

Conftrained by thefe obfervations, the King - 
commanded the criminal to be brought before 
him: “ Unhappy man !” faid he to him, ‘ thou » 
fhalt never fammon me to the tribunal of heaven 
for having haftened thy punifhment. I have 
liftened to all the weak thifts, by which thou’ 
haft. defended thyfelf:. I have weighed their 
value. But rveferve and. circum{peétion have 
an end. My people murmur: Their patience 
and mine is exhaufted. Heaven and tarth 
look to me for juftice, and thou haft reach- 
ed thy laft moment. 

* Sire,” replied the modeft latins “ do the 
people look for an example of your juftice? 
Impatience is the fault of the people. But 
patience ought always to fit upon the throne, 
amish the virtues which form its bafis and~ 

fafety. 


- 
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fafety. This virtue, neceflary toall, and which 
calls upon us, for that refignation, which we 
owe to the eternal decrees, raifed the patient : 
Abofaber, from the bottom of a well, even to 
the throne.” 


“Who is this Ahofaber ?” afked the King, . 


** give me a fhort account of his hiftory.” 


ee ee ee 


The Hiftory of Abofaber, the Patent. 


“Sire,” faid Aladin, “ Abofaber, fitnamed 
the Patient, was a wealthy and generous\man, 
who lived in a village which he rendered happy 
_ by his charities. He was hofpitable and- benefi- 
cent to the poor, and,every one that applied 
to him. His granaries were full, his ploughs 
were continually at work, his flocks covered 
_the plains, and he maintained plenty in the 
country. He had a wife and two children. 
And the happinefs. of this way of life, was aif. 
turbed by nothing but the devaftations ofa mon- 
- ftrons lion, which ravaged the ftables and folds, 
belonging to the peaceful cultivators of thefe 
happy regions, according to its neceffities, and 
thofe of its young. 

The wife of Abofaber wanted her hutband, at 


‘the head of his people, to hunt this animal, by 
Whofe 
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whofe devaftation they, on account of their” 
riches, were more particularly affected. “Wife,” 
{aid Abofaber to her, ** Let us have patience ! 
with this, every end may be gained. The. 
lion, which you fpeak of, i direéted by his fa-: 
vege inftin&.. We are not the only fufferers.. 
He fpreads deftruétion alfo among our neigh- 
bours; He will, fooner or latter, become a- 
victim, to it, without our interference, Let: 
us commit’ to heaven the care of our vengeance. 
It never leaves guilt unpunifhed.” 

The King of the country heard of the rava-: 
ges of this lion, and ordered a general chaces 
The people immediately took arms: the lion 
was fought for, and foon furrounded on every 
fide.’ A fhower of arrows was difcharged up- 
onhim. He became furious: his briftles ftood on 
end, his eyes flafhed, he beat his fides with his 
terrible tail, and, fetting up tremenduous roar- 
ings, darted with fury upon the neareft of the 
hunters. This was a young man of nineteen» 
years of age, mounted upon a vigorous horfe. 

At the cries of the lion, the courfer was 
feized with terror, and his ftrength inftantly 
failed him. He fell, and died as if he had been 
ftruck  with- a thunderbolt*. 


Ni 


The valiant: 

knight ' 
_ © The original Arabic expreffes this in very  ftrong™ 
language. But the figure. would fhock the ears of our _ 


readers, although, at the fame time, it is a juft defcrip- 


tion of the natural effet which the roaring of wild - 
beafis has upon tamed animals, . 


i 
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_ knight foci got upon his feet ; and, iayoking, 


the name. of the great Prophet, he plunged his. 
{cymetar, into the chormous jaws which were: 
opened” to devour him.. This exploit of cou~ 
rage and intrepidity, gained him, together with: 


_ the applaufes of his Sovereign, the, office of 


/ 


commander in chief of all his troops. 
Abofaber, hearing of the lion’s death, faid - 
to his wife: ‘See now,.if punifhment does 
not always await the guilty ! Sce of what ad- 
Wantage patience hath been.to ua! Had 1 fole. 


lowed your advice, and expofed myfelf to the 


danger of attacking an animal, againft which. 
it was neceflary, to draw out fo much ftrength,. 


-  Dwould have lof my life, with all my peo~ 


poe Daa scot 





pls.” | 
The. dangerous lion did. not lene difttirh.. 
the peaceful retreat of Abofaber. The inha- 
bitants of the village, did not ail enjoy the 
fame good chara@ter. One of them committed 
a contiderable robbery in the capital, and made 
his efcape, afier having. murdered the mafter 
of the.houfe he had plundered. The King, 
informed of this double crime, fentin feareh of 
the relations and -flaves of the man-who had 
been fo inbumanly murdered. No-one could. 
give him any information, but by throwing 
out fufpicions, againft the inhabitants of the 
village, where Abofaber dwelt. Thefe had . 
at ages the- 


\ 
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the cliaraéter of very bad fubjetts, and’ 
were known to have frequented the houle’ 


tn which the: murder and theft had beer 


committed ; the perpetrators of which they 
were endeavouring to difcover. Upon this’ 
declaration alone, and without having recourfe 
to any other proof, the enraged Monarch com- 


manded an officer, at the head of a detachment, 


to lay wafte the village, and bring away its’ 
inhabitants, loaded with chains. 

Thofe who are employed i in the execution of 
fevere commands, frequently go beyond the 


orders they have received. ‘Troops, very ill) 


-_difciplined, fpread their devaftation over all 


' the neighbouring country. They {pared only’ 


the dwelling of Abofaber, and fix perfons of 
his houfehold. But they pillaged his gra- 
naries, and his ftanding corn, with thofe of all’ 


a ~ the inhabitants, - 


The wife of 'A ta tcher healed this difafter.: 


-'% We are ruined,” faid fhe to her hufband ;: 


‘you fee our flocks carried off with thofe of 
the guilty, notwithfanding the orders they’ 
have to {pare whatever belongs to us. Sec 
with what injuftice we are treated. Speak to’ 


the officers of the King. ” «6 T have {poken,” . 


faid Abefaber, “ but they have not time to” 
hear me. Jet us have patience ; the ev il will: 


- recoil on thofe who commit it. Curfe on the 


oe, who gives orders at once rigorous and 
urgent + 4: 
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argent! Curfe on the man, who aés without 
‘reflection! I fear, that the evils which the 


King has brought upon us, will foon retura — 
upon himfelf.” | | 
An enemy of Abofaber had heard this dif. 
courfe, and reported ittothe King. ‘* Thus,” 
faid he, “* {peaks the man, whom the goodnefs 
of your Majefty had {pared !”? The Monarch 


inftantly gave orders, that Abofaber, his wife, 


and his two children, fhould be driven from 
the village, and banifhed from his dominions. 

The wife of the wife and refigned Mufful- 
man made loud complaints : {he reproached the 
authors of her calamity, and carried her refent- 
ment to excefs.’ ‘‘ Have patience, wife,” fail” 
he to her; ** this virtue 1s the fovereign balm 
againft adverfity ; it gives falutary advices, and 
carries along with it hope and confolation. Let 
us go to the defert, fince they perfecute us 
here.” The good Abofaber lifted up his eyes, 
and bleffed the Almighty, as he purfued his 
journey with his family. But they had fcarce- 
ly entered the defert, when they were attacked 
by aband of robbers. They were plundered, 
their children were carried off; and, deprived 
of every refource, or human aid, they were 
left to the care of Providence. : 

The wife, having loft, by this new ftroke of 
fate, what was moft dear to her, gave free 
sourfe to her grief, and fet up mournful cries. 

‘6 Ine 
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“#6 Tndolent man!” faid the to her hufband, 
“#¢ lay afide your liftlefinefs. Let.us purfue the 


‘robbers. If they have any fecling of huma- | 


nity left, they will reftore us our children.” 

“ Let us have patience !” replied Avolidher 3 
‘it is the only remedy for.evils which appear 
‘defperate. Thefe robbers are well mounted; 

‘naked and fatigued as we are, there is no pro- 


_. “bability of our overtaking them. And fup- 


‘pofe we fhould fucceed in that, perhaps thefe 


‘barbarous men, haraffed with our Jamenta- 


‘tions, might put us to death.” The wife grew 
~calm, for the decay of her ftrength made her 


_ unable to complain ; and they both arrived on 


‘the bank of a river, from whence they difco- 
vered a village. 

«Sit down here,’ faid Abofaber to his wife; 
“67 will go to ces a lodging, and fome cloaths 
‘to cover us.” Saying this, he went away, 
staking the road to the village, frony which they 
‘were not far diftant. 


. Searcely was Abofaher out of fight, tien a ; 


-gentleman, pafling near her, ftopped in afto- 
‘nifhment, at feeing a moft beautiful woman, 
‘plundered and abandoned thus, in a folitary 
‘road. This object roufed his curiofity, and 
awakened his defires.: He put feveral quef- 
‘tions to-her, which this fingular adventure 
might feem to authorife; and fhe anfwered 


| them with fufficient, fpirit. Thefe replies in- 
SL AaY : creafed. 
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s¢reafed the hopes of the young man. ‘ Ma- 
dam,” faid he to her, “ you feem formed to 
enjoy a happier lot; and if you will accept of 
that which I will prepare for you, follow me, 
and, together with my heart and hand, I offer 
you a fituation that deferves to be envied.” 
“ I have a hufband,” replied the lady, * to 
whom, unfortunate as he is, I am bound for 
life.’ ‘ I have no time,” replied the gentle- 
man, “ to convince you of the folly of a re- 
fufal if your fituation. I love you. Mount 
my horfe without reply, or, with one ftroke of 
my f{cymetar, I will terminate both your mif- 
fortunes and your life.” 

The wife of Abofaber, forced to yield to 
ther ravifher, before fhe departed, wrote thefe 
words upon the fand: ‘ Abofaber, your pas 


“tience hath coft you your fortune, your chil- 


dren, and your wife, who is carried off from 
you. Heaven grant that it may not Prove 
{till more fatal to you !” 

While the traced thefe words, the gentle. 
man quitted his horfe’s bridle ; and when eve- 
rything was ready, he {eized his prey, and dif. 
appeared. 

' Abofaber, on his return, fought for his 
{poufe, and called upon her in vain. He de~ 
manded her of all nature, but nature was fi- 
lent. He caft: his eyes upon the ground, and 
there learned his misfortune. He could not. 
Voto, H reftraim 
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_reftrain the firft accents of grief; he tore his 
hair, rent his breaft, and bruifed himfelf with 
ftrokes. But foon becoming quiet, after -all 
’ this agitation : “¢ Have patience Abofaber !” 
faid he to himfelf, “ thou loveft thy wife, and 
-att beloved by her. God hath undoubtedly 
fLuffered her to fall into the fituation, in which 
fhe is, in order to {natch her from more dreadful 
_evils, Does it become thee to fearch into the 
fecrets of Providence? It is thy part to fub- 
mit, and to ceafe from fatiguing and offending 
sheaven, by thy cries, and thy complairits.” 
*Thefe refleCtions completely reftored his tran- 
quillity 5 and, abandoning the defign he had of — 
returning to the village from which he came, 
-he took the road.to a city, whofe dikes fpices 
had attracted his attention. 

As he approached it, he perceived a num- 
“ber of workmen, engaged in conftruéting a pa- 
lace for the King. ‘The overfeer of this work 
took hold of him by the arm, and obliged him 

to labour with his workmen, under pain of 
being fent to prifon. Abofaber was forced to 
have patience, while he e3 erted himfelf to the 
utmoft, receiving no wages but a litile bread 
and water. 
He had been a month in this laborious and 
unprofitable fituation, when a workman, falling 
rom a ladder, broke his leg. This poor un- 
Siappy man fet up dreadful cries, interrupted 


by 


* 
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by conphsiate, and imprecations. Abofaber 
approached him: ‘ Companion,” faid he to~ 
him, “ you encreafe your misfortunes, inftead- 
of telieving them. Have patience! The’ 
fruits of this virtue are always falutary ; it fup- 

_ ports us under calamity, and fuch is its power, 
that it can raife a manto the throne, even” 
though he were caft into the bottom of a 
well.” 

The Monarch of the country was, at this: 
m@ment, at one of the windows of his palace, 
to which the cries of the unfortunate work- 
man had drawn him’: he had heard Abofaber’s” 
difcourfe, and was offended at it. ‘* Let this 
man be arrefted,”-faid he to one of his offiters, 
and brought before me.” The officer obey- 
ed.” Abofaber was-in the prefence of the ty~ 
rant, whofe pride he had-unintentionally fhocks 
ed. : 

‘* Infolent fellow !” faid this barbarous King 
to him, ‘* can patience then bring a man from 
the bottom of a well toa throne? Thon art 
going to put the truth of thy own maxim to 
the trial.” , At the fame time he ordered him 


’ 


to be let down to the bottom ofa dry and deep’ 


well, which was within the palace. There he 
‘wilited him regularly every day, carrying him 
two moriels of bread. ‘+ Abofaber,’’ would : 
he fay to-him, “ you appear to me to be ftill at~ 
ee H 2 the: 
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the bottom of the well: when is your patience: 
to raife you to- the throne? 27? 

The more this unfeeling Monarch infulted. 
his prifoner, he became the more refigned. 
«« Let us have. patience,” would he fay to him- 
felf; ‘let us not repel contempt with reproach 3... 

we are not fuffered to avenge ourfelves in any 

fhape whatever. Let. us allow the crime to. 
come to its full height ; heaven. ay — Gods 
is our judge, Let us have patience.” . 

The King had a brother, whom. he had al 
ways concealed from every eye, in a fecret), 


part of the palace. But fufpicion and uneafinefs: © 


made him afraid, left he fhould one day be car-.. 
ried off, and placed upon the throne. Some: 
time ago, he had fecretly let him down into: 

the bottom of this well we have fpoken. of.. 
This unhappy vidtim of politicks, foon funk 

under fo many diftreffes. He died’; but this. 
event was not known, although the. other parts. 
of the fecret. had tranfpired. 

The grandees of the realm, and, the whole. 
nation, fhocked at a capricious cruelty, which. 
expofed them all tp the fame danger, rofe, with. 
one accord, again{t the tyrant, and affaflinated 
him. . The adventure of Abofaber had been. 
long. fince forgotten. One of the. officers of 
the palace reported, that the King went every: 
day to carry bread to a man who was in the 
well, and to converfe with him.. This idea led’ 

a - theis: 
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their thoughts to the brother, who had been © 
fo cruelly ufed by the tyrant. They ran to 
the well, went down into it, and found there 


_ the paticnt Abofaber, whom they took for the — 


prefumptive heir to thecrown. Without giv- 
ing him time to fpeak, or to make himfelf 
known, they conducted him to a bath; and he 
was foon clothed in the royal purple, and pla-~ 
ced upon the throne. 

The new King, always fteady to his princi- 
ples, left heaven to operate in his favour, and 
was patient. His deportment, his referve, and 
his coolnefs, difpofed men to prophecy well of 
his reign; and the wifdom of his conduét jafti- 
fied thefe happy prefages. Not contented to 
weigh, with indefatigable patience, the deci- 
fions of his own judgment, he was prefent, as 
often as poflible, at all the bufinefs of the ftate. 
*‘ Viziers, cadis, minifters of juftice,” faid he 


to them, ‘* before deciding haftily, take pa- 


tience, and enquire.” They admired his wif-. 
dom, and yielded themfelves to its direCtion. 
Such was the difpofition of their minds with 
refpeé&t to him, when a train of events produ- 
ced a great change in it. 

A neighbouring Monarch, driven from his © 
dominions by a powerful enemy, vanquithed, 
and followed by a fmall retinue, took refuge © 
with Abofaber, and implored, on his knees, 
the hofpitality, affiftance, and good offices of a 

H 3 King, » 
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King, renowned for his virtues, and efpeciall 
for his patience,. 

Abofaber difmiffed his divan to converfe. 
with this exiled Prince; and as foon as they: 
were alone, he: faid to him,. “* Behold in-me,. 
Abofaber, your former fubjeé; unjuftly fpoil- 
ed, by you, of all his fortune, and  banifhed. 
from: your kingdom. Obferve the juft dif- - 
ference in the conduét of heaven’ toward’ 
us.. I departed from my village, reduced’ 
by you to the laft point of wretchednefs.. 
I fubmitted, however, to my lot, was patient, . 
and Providence hath condudted me to the - 
throne ; while your paffionate,: cruel, and’ rath. 
condu&t: hath brought -you down from one... 
1é appears to me, that, in feeing-you thus at 
‘ my difcretion, I am commiffioned to execute on : 
you the decrees of heaven, as a warning to. 
the wicked.” 

After this reproof, and without waiting a 
reply, Abofaber commanded ‘his. officers to 
' ftrip the exiled King, and all his followers, and. 
drive them from the city.. Thefe orders were 
inftantly putin execution; but they occafioned : 
fome murmurs... Should an unfortunate and. 
- fupphant-King be treated with fo much rigour? 
This feemed contrary to all the laws of equity, . 
of humanity, and of policy. 

Some time after this, Abofaber having been 
- informed, that a band of robbers: infefted a. 
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part of his dominions, fent troops in purfuit’~ 
of them, They were furprifed, furrounded, 
and brought before him. The King recog-— 
nized them, to be thofe who had carried off © 
his children; and privately interrogated their 
chief. ‘In fuch afituation,” faid he to him, 
‘“* and. in fuch a defert, you found a man, a 
woman, and two children, You plundered 
the father'and mother, and carried away their 
children. What have. you done with them? 
What is become of them ?” 
** Sire,” replied the chief of the’ robbers, 
-  thefe children are among us, and we will 
give them to your Majefty to-difpofe of them 
as you pleafe. We are ready, moreover, to de- 
liver into your hands all that we have heaped 
up. in our profefion. Grant us life and par- 
don; receive us into the number of your fub- 
je&ts; we will return from our evil courfes ; 
and no foldiers in your Majefty’s fervice, 
fhall be more devoted to you.than we. The 
King fent for the children, feized the riches of 
the robbers, and caufed their heads to be in- 
ftantly ftruck off, without regarding their re- 
pentance, or intreaties. 

The fubje&ts of Abofaber, feeing this»hafty 
condué, and recollecting tlie treatment of the 
exiled Monarch, in a fhort time, did not know 
their own. ‘ What precipitation !” faid they.. 
*-Is this the compaflionate King, who, when the 

cadi; 
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cadi was about to inflidt any punifhment, con.’ 
tinually repeated to him, “ Wait, examine, de® 

nothing rafbly ; have patience!” ‘They were 
extremely furprifed ; but a new event ee 
ed them {till more fo. 

A gentleman came. with complaints aint : 
his. wife. Abofaber, before hearing them, - 
faid to him, “ Bring your wife alongwith you; + 
if it be jut for me to liftén to your arguments, 
it cannot be lefs fo to hear her’s.” The-gen- 
tleman went out, and, ina few mscnaiate after; » 
returned with his wife. The king had fearce-- 
ly looked at her, when he ordered her to be ° 
seaatcd into the palace, and the man’s head 
to be cut off, who had come to complain of — 
her. The order was obeyed. The Viziers, 
the officers, and the whole divan murmured - 
aloud, that Abofaber might hearthem. -** Ne- 
ver was there feen. fuch an act of violence,” 
faid they among themfelves. -“ The King, : 
who -was beheaded, was never guilty of fo 
fhocking an action ; ; and, this brother, coming 
out of a well, and promifing at firft wifdom, 
and prudence, is carried, in cold blood, to an 
excefs which borders on madnefs.” Abofaber 
liftened, and remained patient, till at length, a 
wave of his hand having impofed filence, he 
fpoke as follows : 

.- & Viziers, cadis, minifters of juftice, and 
all ye vaflals of the crown, who hear me, I 
' have 
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havevalways advifed you againft precipitation. 
in your judgments ; you owe me the famte ate - 

tention, and.I pray you hear me. 

‘‘ Arrived ata point of good fortune, to which 
Thad. never even dared'to afpire, the circum- 
flances which were neceflary for my fuccefs 
being fo difficult to be united ; indifferent as to: 

_the crown which I wear, andto which I hadno 
right by my birth; it only remains for me, to 
gain your efteem, by juftifying the motives of 
my conduét, and making myfelt known to you. 

“T am not brother to the King whom you 
judged unworthy to reign; I am a man of 
mean birth. Perfecuted, undone, and driven. 
from my country, I took refuge in this king- 
dom, after having feen my two children and 
my wife torn from me in the way. I devoutly, 

-fubmitted to the ftrokes which fate had laid 
on me, when, at the entrahce of thig city, T 
was feized by force, and conftrained to labour 
atithe building of the palace. Convinced in» 
my mind, that patience is the moft. neceflary 
virtue to man, I exhorted one of my fillow-la- 
bourers to bear, with refignation, a dreadful evil 
he had met with in breaking his leg. Pa- 
tience, faid 1 to him, zs fo great a virtue, that 
it could raife a man to the throne, although he . 
were ca/t_into the bottom of a well. . 

The King, my predeceffor, beard me..This 
- maxim fhocked him, and.that inftant, he caufed. 

me 
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me be let down into the well, from which yous 
took me, tofet me on the throne. 

“ When a neighbouring Monarch; driven by: 
an ufurper from his dominions, came to implore 
my affiftance, I recognized in him, my own 
Sovereign, who had unjuftly ftripped me of all 
my poffeffions, and fent me into banifhment. I 
was not the only objeé of his capricious cruel- 
ties ; I faw all his fubjets groaning under them. 

= ‘The robbers, whom I punifhed, had.carried 
off my children, and reduced me to the tet 


"point of wretchednefs. 


' “Tn fine, the gentleman whom I caufed siti ; 
beheaded, is he who violently. took away my’ 
wife. 

“In all thefe judgments, I have not had- 
the revenge of my own particular offences in: 
“view. Kibe of thefe dominions: by your. 
choice, the inftrument of. God upon earth, I. 
did not ‘think myfelf at liberty to yield to.an- 
sbitrary clemency, which would have weaken~ 
ed your power. It wa’ my duty to execute: 
the decrees of Providence upon fuch as were 
clearly conviGed of guilt, and to cut off from ‘ 
fociety,. mortals too dangerous for it. 

** A tyrannical king, who refpeéts not the laws, 
and is only direéted by his paflions and caprice, - 
is the fcourge of his people. If it is not law- 
fal to make any attempt upon his life; it is 
Mill Tels fo, to grant him fuch affiftance, as‘ 

. . ‘would- 
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7 droiita authorife him in the perpetual exercife of 


‘Tevenge, and in the in lulgence of the injuttice 


and atrocity of his difpofition. It is even wife 


~ to deprive him of the means of it. 


* Villains, whofe fule occupation is to ate 
tack caravans, plunder travellers, and who are 
accuftomed to nothing but diforder, can never 
become ufeful and valuable citizens. They 


~ deferve ftill lefs to be admitted to the honour 


of. defending their country. Banifhment to 
‘them is only a return to their former life. By 
Ancreafing their number, the evils of the world 
are rendéxed perpetual. 

‘© The ravifher of a wife, is a monfter in 
fociety, from which it ought to be freed. The 
-man who. indulges himfelf in this crime, is 
capable of every other. 

*¢ Such are the motives of my.condud; feveri- 
‘ty coftsmemore than any one elfe. But I fhould 
shave been unworthy of the confidenog-of my 
people, and wanting in the duties of the throne, 


-had I not exercifed it in this fituation. 
’ 


; 


“‘ 1f I have exceeded the limits of my autho- 
rity, 1 am ready to refign it into your hands. 
Reunited to my wifeand my children, and thus 


loaded with the moft precious bleflings of the 


Almighty, I thould have nothing left but to 
wilh you happy days, under a government 
swifer than mine.” — 
| Wher 
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‘When Abofaber had finifhed this juftifica- 
tion of his conduét, admiration and refpeét 
held the whole affembly in filence. Soon, how- 
vever, a thout, followed by a thoufand others, 
refounded through the divan. Long live Abo- 

-dabet ! Long live our King ! Long live the pe- 
‘tient Monarch ! may he live for ever ! and may 
his reign endure to eternity !” 

The King, having returned into as apart- 
‘ment, fent for his wife and-his children ; and 
after yiclding to the {weet impulfes of nature; 
“ Behold,” faid he to his fpoufe, “the fruits 
of patience, and the confequences -of rafhnefs. 
‘Give up at laft your prejudices, and engrave 
on the hearts of our children thefe important 
truths. Good and evil happen under the ine 
{pection of Providence, and his divine wif- 
‘dom infallibly beftows the punifhment or the. 
reward. The patient man, who fubmits to 
his lot, is fooner or later, crowned with honour 


After having ended his ftory, Aladin kept 

a refpeGful filence. Bohetzad feemed loft in 
thought.’ “ How is it poflible,” faid he, — 
“ that the maxims of wifdom fhould flow from 
_ the lips of a man, whofe heart muft be cor- 
rupted, and whofe foul muft> be guilty.” 
** Young man!” added he; addrefling himfelf 
to the {uppofed criminal, “I will ftill defer 
your 
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your punifhment till to-morrow. én are to 


‘be carried back to prifon. The advices. which 


you have given me fhall have ‘their proper ef- 


 fedt. A profeffed robber ought to be cut off 


oa 


from the clafs of citifens, from that of the defen- 


ders of the kingdom, and from the whole 
world. But, as you have at the fame time 
guarded me againft precipitation in judgment, 


4d confent that you live, during the remainder 


of this day and the following night.” At thefe 
words the King difmiffed the aflembly. 

The Viziers took counfel together, refpec- 
ting the ftep they fhould take, to fecure the 
deftruétion of the favourite. Perceiving the 
punifhment fo often delayed, it was their bufi- 
nefs to alarm the King, refpecting the danger- 
ous effeéts of his clemency, and his weaknefs, 
in allowing himfelf to be led away by thefe 
difeourfes, prepared on putpofe to fufpend an 
a&t of juftice, which was abfolutely neceffary. 


-He ought to banifh from the-people every fuf- 
-picion of weaknefs on the part of the govern- 


ment, and fhew them that equity was its foun- 
dation. 

The artful detail of this reafoning was en- 
trufted to the fourth Vizier ; and this minifter 
came next morning to Bohetz2d to perform his 
part. 

The poifon of flattery was artfully mingled 
with cape ass which wd Saider to be dic- 

“Ver. Til. : eae tated 
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- tated by adifinterefted zeal, and made a deep 


‘dImpreffion on the King. He ordered the fu- 
perintendant te be brought before him, as for- 
merly, with all the apparatus of punifhment. 
¢’ Unhappy man !” faid he to, him, “1 have 
reflected enough to punifh you for your crime. 
May your death, if it be poffible, make me for- 
get it for ever!” ' 

«Sire !” reptied Aladin, with refpe@ and 
firmnefs, ‘ I receive, with fubmiffion, the fen- 
tence of my crime. It is di€tated by circum- 
ftances ; and were it not, I feel that the mifery 


_of having fallen under your difgrace, would be 


worfe tome. The facrifice once made, I can 
repent of it no more, But the day will come, 
when your Majeity, regretting your unjuft pre- 
cipitation, will repent that you did not ful 
ficiently confult the rules of prudence, as it 
happened to Bhazad, the fon of cyrus, founder 


-@f the Syrian empire. 








Hiftory of Bhazad, the Impatient. 


‘Buaazap was a prince poflefied of every ex- 
ternal accomplifhment. His beaaty, celebrated 
by the poets, was become proverbial among all 
ations. He was the delight of every company, 
cand fearcely- any thing was noticed in it but 

himielf, 


Pees ee 


Bimfelf One ae while he was unperceived, 
his beauty became the fubje& of converfation. | 
After it had been much praifed, one who was. 
prefent, and had till then been filent, added, 
' Prince Bhazad is doubtlefs one of the.moft 
beautiful men in’ the world: but I know a wo- 
man, who in this refpe&, is much more fuperi- 
or to her own fex, than he is to his.” 

This difcourfe roufed the cu riofity of Bhazad. 
more than ‘his pride : and addrefling himfelf in 
private to the man who fpoke thus, ‘“ Might 
one know! from you,” faid he to him, ‘ the 
name of this beauty, in whofe praife you have. 
juft now fpoken?” “ Prince,” replied this 
man, “ fhe is the daughter of one of the moft 
illuftrious vaffals of the S yridn throne ; and if 
fie enchants every ¢ye by her external charms, 
the virtues-of her heart and of her mind, con- 
tribute ftill more tomake her perfett.” ‘Thefe 
. few “words made a lively impreffion on the. 
heart of Bhazad. He could-think of nothing, 
but of the objeét, whofe praifes he had heard, 
and he endeavoured to make a congueft of her. 
The fire which confumed him, foon injured 
his health, rendered him thoughtful, and foli- 
tary ; and the King his father, being furprifed 
at this change, upon enquiring of him, was ins. 
formed of i its caufe, . . 

' Bhazad, after. having made a confeflion of 
his epation to. sandiieg fuffered from him fome 
i 2 i reproaches: 
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reproaches for his referve. ‘** Why have you: 


concealed:from me the ftate of your heart?” 
faid he to him. “¢ Areyouignorant, that [have 


all power over the Prince, whofe daughter you ; 


are deGrous to marry ?: Are you afraid that he 


will not accept the nonour of our alliance?” Upy © 


on this Cyrus fent in queft of the father of the 
young beauty, and demanded her for his fon. 
‘The dowry, which was to be three hundred 
thoufand pieces of gold, was agreed upon at 
once., But. the future father-in-law required 
that the celebration of the nuprhis f ov. be 
delayed for nine months. 
“« Nine months without feeing her!  faid 


the impatient Bhazad to himfelf.  “- Nine.- 


months without poffeffing her ! Tt is ‘jnfupport- 
able.” He quickly formed the defign of going to 


her. He mounted the beft courfer inhis ftables,. 
and immediately departed, having provided him-. 


felf with fome neceflary articles, fuch as a bow, 


. alance, and a {cymetar. He was not far from. 


the capital of Syria, when he was attacked by 
a band of robbers. His undaunted countenance, 


and his martial air, made an impreflion upon. 
them; and far from endeavouring, according to- 


their ufual cuftom, to murder him, after they 
-_ hadrobbed him, they propofed to him a very dif. 
_ ferent plan, and promifed him his life, on con- 
dition. that he would affociate with them. In 
renouncing life, Bhazad never could have en- 


“thjoyed: his love ; yet the profeffion of a rob-. 
ee: 3 
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Ber was repugnant to his difpofition. He 
thought it neceflary to difcovet to thefe vaga~ 
bonds his rank, his projects, and the fatal de- 
lay of nine months, which his impatience had 
been unable toendure. Upon this declaration,. 
the chiefof the robbers replied tohim: ‘*Wewill 
fhorten this delay. We know the caftle in 
which the objeét of your love dwells, and the 
ftrength that defends it. March at our head; 
we will attack it; and no obftacle fhall be ie 
to refiftus. All we afk of you for this impor- 
"tant fervice, is a fhare in the dowry, your fu- 
ture prote@tion, and a delay of fome days to 
prepare ourielves for the eriterprife.” 

_ Bhazad, in his impatience, thought himfelf 
already on the very point of happinefs. Every 
method feemed juft to him, which could fervehis 
paffion ; and he was by nomeans delicate in the 
choice of them. Thus he deliberated no more, 
but continued his Journey, at the head of the 
robbers. 

They foon met a numerous caravan ; and the 
robbers, conftrained by their natural propenfity, 
attacked it in diforder. They were repulfed, 
however, with the lofs of feveral men, and a 
confiderable number of prifoners, among whom, _ 
Bhazad was included. He was conduéted to 
the capital of the country to which the caravan- 
was travelling. The commander of it, after 
relating his adventure, prefented Bhazad to the: 

13 .. King :: 


' 
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King : “¢ Here, Sire, is a young man, who, in: 
our opinion, deferves to be diftingnifhed from 
the reft ; and we befeech your Majefty to dif-- 
pofe of him according to your pleafure.’’ 

- The countenance: of the captive, attraéted 
the particular attention of the King. ‘ Who- 
are you, young. man?” enquired the Prince... 

- “ Youfeem not to have been born-for the crimi- 
nal profeflion you follow. | How did you fall 
into the hands of:the caravan ?” 

Bhazad, left he fhould difhonour his peeete 
table name, was unwilling to make himfelf” 
known. ‘ Sire,” replied he, ‘“my appearance - 
ought not to impofe upon your Majefty : 1 am,.. 
and always have been a profefled robber.” — 

“Your anfwer,” faid the King, “is your fen=- 
tence of death. Yet,” faid he to himfelf, “I 
ought to be rafh in nothing.» Regard muft 


_ be had to his youth and external qualities, 


_ which feem to diftinguifh ‘him from people of | 
his profeflion. If this young man is in reality 
a robber, he deferves punifhment; but if he is 
- an unfortunate {port ofdeftiny, who hath fought” 
for death as a deliverance from the forrows of” 
life, one may become an accomplice ~in his 
‘‘erime, by not inftantly preventing his death. 
The prudent Sovereign having made this foli- 
loquy, ordered Bhazad to be fhut up in clofe- 
confinement, expecting fome great rhe 
refpeCting his rank. 

4 Dies 
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In the mean time, the King of Syria, hay= 
ing, in queft of his fon, fearched his dominions: 
ia vain, addreffed circular letters to all the So-~ 
vereigns -of Afia; One of them came to the 
King, in whofe dominions Bhazad was in cuf- 
tody. From the defcription which it gave of 
him, he had no doubt, but that the young ad- 
venturer, whom he kept in prifon, was the 
well-beloved fon of the powerfal Monarch of 
Syria. What reafon had he to applaud him- 
felf for not having hurried his judgment ! 

Hefent immediately for the prifoner, and afk- 
ed him his name. “‘ My name is Bhazad,” re- 
plied the young man. ‘ You are the fon then 
of King Cyrus: but what motives determined 
you to conceal your birth? Had I not been 
flow in the execution of punifhment; it would 
have coft you your life, and me the remorfe 
of having treated you as a vile affaflin.” 
‘* Sire,” replied Bhazad, after having reveal- 
ed to him the fecret of his efeape, ‘ finding 
myfelf feized among robbers, in whofe crimes 
(had involuntarily fhared, T preferred death 
to fhame, and was unwilling to difhonour a 
name fo illuftrious.” 

*« Son,” replied the fage Monarch, ‘‘ there 
has been a great deal of imprudence in your 
behaviours You wae in love, and affured’ of 
enjoying, in a few months, the object of your 
affeGtion. See to what rathnefs and impatience _ 
hath. 
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hath brought you. Inftead of waiting pa~ 
tintly till you fhould become the fon-in-law 
of one of your father’s noble vaflals ; after hav- 
ing quitted the court of Syria without per- 
miflion ; and after having incautioufly expofed. 
yourfelf to be-murdered, by the robbers who. 
infeft thefe deferts, you joined yourfelf to thefe: 
vagabonds, to carry off, by force, the woman,, 
who was voluntarily to be given you in mar- _ 
riage. See into what. a train of crimes you 
have drawn yourfelf. Check this paffion, and. 
calm your impatience. I will procure you. 
the means of uniting yourfelf foon to the Prin 
‘cefs, whofe hand you are anxious to obtain. 
But as every thing ought to be done, in aman- 
ner fuitable to her condition, and.your rank, " 
we will hurry nothing.” 

After this, the King, having made Bhazad: 
be magnificently dreffed, appointed him lodg- 
ings in his palace, and admitted him. to his ta- 
ble. He wrote to Cyrus, to fet him at eafe 
refpecting the fate of his fon, whofe equipage- 
was getting ready, that he might appear with 
more fplendor, at the court of the Prince, 
- whofe daughter he was about to efponfe. 

The impatient Bhazad faw thefe prepara- 
tions with uneafinefs. The attention which 
was paid to them retarded his happinefs. At 
length, however, the* order for his departure 
was given, and ne — begin his journey. 

A {mall 


/ 
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A {mall army efeorted: him ; but every halt 
which it made, appeared an ar to this ena- 
moured Prince. 
Meffengers had been difpatched to the fa- 
ther of the Princefs, to itifform him of the arri« 
val of his fon-in-law. He came, with: his 
daughter, covered with a veil, to receive him, 
at the gate of his caflle, and allotted him a 
Magnificent apartment, next to that of his fu- 
ture fpoufe. All ‘the arrangements had been 
previoufly fixed by the two fathers. The 
term of nine months would be elapfed in three 
| days ; and all the preparations, fuitable to this 
fo mueh wifhed for union, were finifhed. 
 Bhazad was only feparated from the object 
of his affection, by the breadth of a thin wall. 
In three days he might fee, and poffefs her. 
But thig wall was like Mount Arafat to him ; 
and thefe three days feemed an eternity. As 
he conftantly enquired what fhe was doing; he 
learned, that fhe was at her toilet, aflifted by 
her female flaves, and without her veil. This 
was the time for him to furprife her, and behold 
her at his pleafure. He prefently examined all 
the openings of his apartment, to find fome 
way of gratifying his impatience and curiofity. 
He difcovered, to his misfortune, a fmall gra- 
ted window, to which he applied his eye. 
But an eunuch, placed’ there’ on guard, per- 
ceived envhniqeantivk fan, and without know- 


é , ing. 
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ing him, ftruck him with the oint of his fey~ 
metar, which at once run nn th his eyes, 
and drew from hima piercing cry, which foon 
colleGed around him all thofe engaged in his 
fervice. 

They ftood around the woitindeas enquiring 
the caufe which could have reduced him to 
the unhappy fituation he was in. His mif- 
fortune difcovered to him his crime. ‘(It was 
my impatience,” replied he with forrow. “I 
have too foon forgotten the fage advices of the 
King, my benefaGtor. In three days, I would 
have feen and enjoyed her, who was to crown . 
my happinefs; but I was unable to bear this 
delay with patience. I wifhed to enjoy be- 
forehand the plecfure of feeing her, and for 
this I am punifhed with the lofs of my fight” 

 Inthis manner,” added Aladin, “ didthe 
impatient Bhazad, on the very point of be- 
coming happy, lofe that hope for ever: And 
was condemned to the moft cruel lofs, in be- 
ing deprived of the fenfe of feeing. He ought’ 
to have recolleéted the dangers to which his 
former imprudence had expofed him; with, 
what maturity of deliberation, with what wile” 
delay , the Monarch, to whom he was indebt- 
_ ed for his fortune and life, had conduéted him- 
{elf with refpeé to him, and he ought to have 
yielded entirely to his advice. But it is not 
from aéting without refle@tion, that experience » 
is. 
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“ys acquired, and the wife alone can profit hie: . 
that of others,” aps 


The young fuperintendant, having made an 
end of {peaking, Bohetzad, drowned in thought, 
difmiffed the affembly, and remanded the cri- 
minal to prifon. 

The next day was the fifth Vizier’s turn, 
and accordingly he went to the palace, deter- 
‘mined to haften the crifis of the bloody fcene, 
which had béen fo often delayed. ‘+ Sire,” 
faid he te the King, ‘“‘ before {peaking to your 
Majefty of any other bufinefs, it is my duty, 
to reprefent to you the imminent danger you 
run, in delaying the punifhment, which you 
ought to inflict, on this fon of the chief of the 
robbers. The law which condemns him is 
clear. Every fubjeét who looks upon a wo- 
man is liable to death; and I cannot reflect, 
‘ without horror, that he hath dared to look 
evea upon the Queen. Refpect for the throne 
hath’ had no weight with this rath fedu- 
cer! What law will not hereafter be violated, 
if the tranfgreflion of that, whofe authority I 
now urge, fhould remain unpunifbed : 2: The 
people, jufily alarmed at the confequences, ex- 
pe& from your Majefty a, fignal inftance of fe- 
verity. The voice of the people is the voice 


fGod. This wife. pene known in all-ages, 


See es, 
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acquires, particularly at prefent, the force of 


_ -@ command. 


Bohetzad felt his’ ibabhedt, at the alfroat 
which he thought he had received, rekindle 
“within him, and blamed himfelf for having he- 
-fitated- too long in avenging it. He ordered » 
the criminal to be brought before him, with 
the inftruments of punifhment. ‘‘ I have lif- 
tened to thee too long,” faid he to him, “ as 
foon as he appeared. Thy words are artful 
and falfe; thy crime is proved, and thou art 
about to lofe thy life.” 

‘¢ T have committed no crime,” replied Ala- a 
din; and my innocence fecures me the pro- 
teétion of heaven, It belongs to the guilty to 
tremble; as for me1 am calm. It is impofli- 
ble for them to efcape punifhment; and with 
_ whatever fuccefs their malice may flatter them, 
yet I forewarn them, that fooner or later, 
they fhall experience the lot of King oot 
and his Vizier. 

“« Here. are new eareier ftill upon the 
{cene,” replied Bohetzad. ‘* What leffons can 
they give us, that relate to thee?” 








* 


Hiftory of Ravie, the Refigned. 
tc Sieg,” continued Aladin, ‘“ Dabdin,, a 


powerful Monarch, had two Viziers, whofe 
names 
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names were Zorachan and Caradan. Zora- 
‘chan had a.daughter, of exquifite beauty, who 
was named Ravie. Her virtues were equal 
to her other perfections, and refted on a folid 
-bafis. She was a good Mahometan, particu- 
larly devoted to the ftudy of the divine Alco~ 
tan, religious, and regular in her devotions. 
King Dabdin, having become enamoured of 
her, from her chatafter alone, afked her in 
marriage from her father Zorachan. This 
minifter demanded permiffion to mention the 
affair to his daughter. The King granted it, 
on.condition that it fhould be {peedily ended. 

- The Vizier, having communicated to his 
daughter, the Monarch’s intentions, “ Fa. 
ther,” replied. Ravie, “ Ihave no inclination 
for marriage. Of two unequal alliances, which 
might be in my power, I: would always pre- 
fer that which appeared below my ftation, that 
T might be certain, at leaft, of having a hufband, 
_ who would marry no other woman but myfelf. 
_ Inftead of being the wife ‘of a King, I thould 
_ only be the tharer of his bed, and fee my~ 
' felf reduced to the condition of my hufband’s 
_ flave. I feel, that I have not power to fupport 
the mortification of rivals.” 
Dabdin fmiled at this reply, which Zora- 
_ chan reported to him. It was agreeable to the 
Natural fentiments of a woman, who might be 
fuppofed to poffefs delicacy, and a turn for re. 
Vox. III, K " flection, 


. 
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‘fletion. The difcovery of thefe virtues did 
not weaken the Monarch’s paffion.  “* Go tell 
your daughter, that I love her,” faid he to the 

"Vizier. ‘* Let my love and my paflion diflipate 
her fears; but I mutt have her for my wife.” 

Zorachan returned to Ravie, to intimate to. 
ier the command of the Monarch. “ Father,” 

: zeplied fhe, afflicted and terrified, * I prefer . 
death to the facrifice you require. Rather would 
T feed with the wild beafts of the defert, than 

“Submit to thistyranny- I go to the defert, to 
feek an afylum, and there the Great Prophet 
will watch over my life.” ane 
~ Zorachan, confidering the firmnefs of his 
daughter, and the orders of the King, knew 
not what refolution to take. Conftrained, 

“however, by paternal affection, he determined 
to fly, with his daughter, into a ftrange coun- 

Le ey carrying with him his moft valuable ef- 
fetts. They mounted the beft horfes in the 
ftable, and, followed by fome flaves, took to- 

' gether the road to the defert. 

As foon as Dabdin was informed of their 
‘Aight, he took the field, with a numerous pate ~ 

ty. Some officers, mounted upon fwift cour- 

fers, went before him in the fearch. In vain 
had the Vizier.and his daughter haftened their 
Journey ; they were overtaken and ftopped. 
‘Dabdin came up, and with one plow of his | 





wow’. a eo 





rors. tte 
Dabdour*, bruifed the head’of Zorachan. He 
feized Ravie, carried her to the palace, and 
forced her to accept of a hand that was ftained 
With blood. * - 
The forrowful Ravie, fubmitting to her fate, 
concealed in her heart the grief which con- 


‘fumed her, on feeing herfelf the wife of het 


father’s murderer. © Her attention to duty, her 
religion, and her piety, yielded her confolation ; 
and, in fpite of an habitual melancholy, the 


Aweetnefs of her difpofition, joined to the 


charms of her perfon, gained her, more and 
more, the affection of her hufband, who could 
not live but in-her prefence. But it became 
neceffary, that he fhould leave her. 

The enemy appeared on his frontiers, and 


5 threatened an invafion. Dabdin, full of war- 


like ardour, put himfelf at the head of his army, 
and went to face the danger. But, before he 
departed, he entrufted the reins of government 
to the hatids of his Vizier, Caradan, in whom 
he had complete confidence. ‘* Take care,” 
faid ‘he'to him at the fame time, ‘* of Ravie, 
my wife. She is, you know, the deareft cb. 
je&t to me in the world. -Prevent her withes, 

K 2 : and 
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a gold, with a chamfered head, terminating in. points. 
_ It is a weapon which the Princes of the Eaft carry 
» with them. : 
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and endeavour to gratify them. Your life 
fhall an{wer to me, for the flighteft complaint: 
fhe may. make. I give you a commifiion to. 
command in my abfence, and I put every thing 
~ under your authority.’” 

Caradan was greatly flattered with the eon- 
fidence, with which he had been honoured, : 
and, above all, with refpect to Ravie, But 
he was anxious to fee this miracle of beauty, 
of which the King appeared fo.jealous. As. 
every thing was under his eommard during 
the King’s. abfence, he foon found an opportu 
nity of fatisfying himfelf. But no fooner had: 
he feen the fpoufe of this mafter, than he be- 
came defperately enamoured. of her. His re-. 
pofe forfook him, and foon after his reafone. 
“Surely,” faid he to himfelf, ‘ this Queen. 
mutt be born from above. Her beauties are 
divine. She is more dazzling than the ftars. 
of heaven. I muft enjoy her, at any hazard. 
She is a woman, and, like others, fufceptible 
of paffion. Let us try to affe& her.” This 
defign being formed, he wrote to her as fol- 
lows : 


“ Mapam, 
The love which I have conceived for you, 
hath brought me into a dreadful fituation.. 
~ Confent, I befeech you, to grat me a mo- 
ment’s = 
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sient! 's convetfation.: If. your compafiion rex : 
fufe me this, the unhappy Caradan dies.” Ele: 


The Queen, confounded with the infolence — 
of this letter, inftantly returned it with ay fol.” 
lowing anfwer : 

4 Vizier, 

*¢ The King hath placed ade confidence 
in you, and your heart ought to be the facred 
depofitory of fidelity and obedience. Send 
fuch letters to your own wife ; fulfill, with re- 
fpe& to her, the duties of a faithful hufband ; 
and be affured, ‘that any new inftance of im- 
prudence, on your part, will infallibly hazard 
your life.” : 


This anfwer brought Caradan to refletion. 
The wife condu& of the Queen, far from giv- 
ing him confidence, alarmed him exceedingly. 
¢ She is'devout,” faid he; ‘ and a religious 
_ motive, will make her reveal my imprudenice 

to'the King. » My lifeis in danger. She hath 
* returned me my letters I muft get rid of the 
perfon who’carried it: and fince fhe has no o- 
ther evidence againft me, I. muft ruin her, to 
fave myfelf.” 

While he: was-taking this refolution, the 


~~ Queen, by a train of attentions and goodnefs, 


~ ert to get. particular. information of the Vi- 
K 3 zier’s * 


- 
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zier’s health.. The anfwer was, that the Vi-- 
zier was confined to his: bed. The Princes - 
did not imagine, that this indifpofition was oc- 
‘eafioned by the agitation of the crime, which. 
the minifter had meditated. . 

Dabdin, having vanquifhed ‘his enemies, Te. 
turned, in triumph, to his court. Caradan « 
was the firft to congratulate him on his vitto- 
ry, and gave him, at the fame time, a fatisfac-- 
tory account of his behaviour. But, on one 
point alone, the artful Caradan was filent, .. 
which he was urged to difclofe. ‘ He fhould 
think himfelf,” he faid, “ unworthy of the 
confidence with which he had been honoured, . 
‘if, notwithftanding his refpect for the Queen, . 
he did not find himfelf obliged, to complain of 

her conduét. Under the difguife of a falfe: 
‘devotion, fhe had failed in her duty and reli-. 
gion, by polluting the bed, to which a flatter- 

ing preference had admitted her alone.” 

‘*Have you witneffes ?” faid Dabdin, trem- 
bling. 

“Twas unwilling,” replied the minifter, 
““ to credit the report which I heard ; but un- 
‘happily I have myfelf been a witnefs of its 
truth. A few days after your Majefty’s de- 
parture, I was fecretly warned by one of ‘the 
‘Queen’s women, who conducted me into the 
‘palace, by a private door, and placed me near 
the window of Ravie’s clofet. 1 obferved her 

. attentively 
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attentively withont jealoufy, and was a witne(s 
- ofher infidelity, in preferring to you the vile’ 


Aboilkar, the flave of her father Zorachan.. 

On this recital, the fury ofthe King was: 
greatly encreafed, by the conftraint he was 
obliged-to impofe upon himfelf.. “ Vizier,” 


_ faid he to Caradan, ‘<1 with the cireumftances- 


of this infamous treachery toremain unknown, - 
if poflible.. Let Aboilkar be thrown into pri- 
fon; and fend for the chief of my eunuchs.” 
The Vizier obeyed the commands of the So- 
vereign, and brought the eunuch. “ Slave,” 
faid the King to him, “ obey my will ; let the 
Queen’s head be inftantly brought to me.” 
The fitnation of the.eunuch, entirely paflive, 
did not permit him to-reply ; but feeling him- 


- delf inftantly infpired with an emotion that 


quite overcame him, he faid to the King, 


Sire, it becomes not me, to penetrate into 


‘the motives of fo fevere an order ; I muft fup- 
pofe it tobe juft. Yet Ravieis your favourite 
fponfe, and fhe is Queen. This kind of death 
would fully your glory ; her blood would re- 
tutn upon you, and difhonourable fufpicions 
would arife. Rather let your Majefty fend her 
4nto the defert, whither I fhall conduét her: 
There fhe cannot exift without a miracle ; and 
-heaven never performs one in behalf of the 


The 
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“The kiag yielded to thefe arguments, ‘ahd | 
intimated this refolution to the chief of his © 
eunuchs: This officer fet the Queen upon'a 
¢ainel, whichghe led with his own hand,/ and —— 
took ‘the eal the defert, not forgetting, - 
however, to ae himfelf with fome pro- 
vifions. 

This eunuch, ‘a pious Muflulman, knew that © 
the Queen was devoted to her duty and’ reli- — 
‘ gion, and regular’ in her prayers. He could 
not perfuade ‘himfelf, that fhe could be guilty 
of the fmalleft fault ; and, convinced ofher‘in- - 
nocence, he treated her with that vefpee _ : 
attention her virtues infpired. 

After travelling fome days, he found at fall 
plain at the bottom of: 4° rock, from which — 
trickled a fmall rivulet, ‘filling a cavity of the — 

~rock with its water. ' Thinking this the: leaft 
exceptionable of allthe places hehad'been able ~ 
‘to difcover for «abandoning \to Providence, a - 
\ women, whom, by the moitt pofitive command, 

he was’ obliged: to deliver up to fo many dan- 
‘gers, he made her alight from the camel, pre- 
‘pared her a {mall habitation in the hollow of 
the rock, where the left the little provifion he 
had the forefight ‘to bring with him; and, with 
/eyes:bathed in‘teats, took ‘leave of this unfor- 
tunate woman. “Stop,” faid Ravie to him, 

_ who had remained filent fince her departure: 
** will you-abandon me without informing me 
what 
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what lias brought me into thefe favage places, _ 
into this retreat of the monfters of the earth ?”” 
The eunuch informed her of the orders he had - 
received, not concealing from h at the firft 
were ftill more fevere, and that he had been fo: 
fortunate as to get them recalled. ‘ Do you: 
know,” faid fhe, “ the caufe of my difgrace ?”* 
He replied, he did not.. 

The Queen thanked. him for his attention 
and refpett, and for the care he had taken of 
her life. ‘I will employ it,”’ added fhe, “in 
prayers. for you. Without doubt calumny 
has mifreprefented me. But if ever the veil 
fhould fall from the King, tell him, that he 
ought to humble himfelf in the duft, for hav 
ing murdered my father ; and that unlefs he 
difarms the juftice of God, it will, fooner or 
latter, overwhelm him. In banifhing me in-- 
to this fri ghtfull abode, ‘he only f{natches a vic- 
tim from the arms ofapatricide.. I pity him, 
-and all thofe who have been drawn into the 
barbarous defign, and that which he meant at 
firft to executeonme. But in my misfortune, 
I can ftill be grateful to him., I thank him at 
leaft for having put me in a fituation where I 
can contemplate, at leifure, the wonders of 
God, which are feen with fo ‘much difficulty, 
in the palaces of Kings.” At thefe words fhe 
ceafed to {peak ; and the flave departed, melted 
into forrow, at the fate of the Queen. 

. Ravie 


> 
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~ Ravie was now in the middle of a defert,if* 
indeed it can be called one to a- foul like hers,: 
accompanied with patience and refignation, and- 
holding continual intercourfe with its God, by: 
prayer and meditation. This pious béauty 
inhabited by turns the different caves of 
‘the rock ; mixing the fmall provifions that: 
had been left ‘her with fome roots, and wild 
fruits, and appearing to want nothing, though 
deptived of all. If any wild beaft appearedy 
the cafily efcaped fromit, by taking refuge in 
the bottom of caves, whofe patlage fhe had- 
rendeted narrow and dificult, and whofe en. 
trance ‘was inacceflible to the monfters of the 
forelt. Thus, while they growled: without, at 
being unable to feize their prey, this unfortu- 
_ mate lady bleffed heaven, for saving” given to ° 
_ man? in: adverfity,. courage, : firength,: ame ine 

duitry.. C CHG sa shoda Up) 
_. One day} as fhe offered up her ome and 
adoration to her Creator, at the entrance of one 
of her caves that. looked towards the fouth, the 
was perceived at a’ diftance by the keeper of 
King Kaffera’s camels, who was feeking in that 
part of the’ defert,-fome of thefe animals, that 
had ftrayed there. . 
_ This man: alieailbea to fee fo exquifite a 
beauty, ina fituation fo fingular, had the cue 
riofity: to enquire at her who fhe was, and what 
had brought her -into. that defert.. ‘ Mufful- 


man,’? 


~~ 
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aman,” faid the to him, you fee here the fer= - 

-want of God, and his holy Prophet. It was 
their will that I fhould be’ banifhed to a de- 
fert ; I obeyed, and will ferve them all my life,” 
The leader of the camels, foon felt his ‘heart 
enamoured with this pious beauty, and, toge- 
ther with his hand, offered her a fhare of his 
litile fortune, and all the comforts. in his 
power. 

** Generous aan? faid win, ‘¢T with to 
ferve God, and not man. I fhall, however, be 
giad to owe fomething to your kindnefs. The 
rocks which furround me afford fafe and com- 
modious retreats ; but 1 am in danger here of 
wanting water ina few days. The rivulet 
“will foon be dry. Condué me toa place, 
where I fhall find the fame conveniencies for 
my habitation, and at the fame time a clear and 
perpetual fpring, for my daily ablutions, and 
for quenching ty thirft.” «I know a place 
{uited to your wifhes,” replied the keeper, ‘ but 
it ig at a great diftance from this; and unlefs 
you mount my camel, you will not be able to 
endure the fatigue.” Ravie accepted his pro- 
pofal ; they travelled together to the new lddg- 
ing, where they arrived, after a journey of fome 
hours. 

The keeper made the id ftoop down td 
on its knees, and Ravie alighted. He fhewed 
her a beautiful fountain, near which were 
: _ ” fubterraneous 
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fabterraneous caves in the rock, ftill more com- 
modious than thofe the had left: And after 
delivering to her all the provifions which he 
carried, he fpoke to her thus. 

“ Madam, I am the keeper of the-catnels of 
King Kaffera, the moft powerful Monarch of 
the Eaft. He is fo fond of his camels, that he 
allows no body to feed them but himfelf. I 
have had the misfortune to lofe three of his 
greateft favourites, and I dare not return to 
him without having found them, leaft I fhould 
be punifhed with death. Do you, Madam, I 
befeech you, whofe fervent prayers muft be 
heard on high, fupplicate heaven, that Imay 
find what I have loft.” 

“ ‘Worthy man,” replied this folitaay woe 
man, “ you have juft now, in my. behait, ful- 
filled a work of charity, and you will be re- 
warded for it; fearch for your camels, unc 
you will affuredly find them.” 

The keeper, full of confidence, departed jn 
queft of his camels. He was not difappointed 
in his expectation. He found them at a little 
diftance from therice, and, full-of joy, he re- 
- turned with them, to the city, refleGting on 
his good fortune in having met with the aire : 
tiful ftranger. 

Kaffera came, as ufual, to vifit his caniels. 
“Their keeper communicated to him his adven- 
ture, fo happily terminated by means of the 


young 
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‘devotee. The Monarch, anxious him. 
felf to know the truth of a fat fo extraordina= 
ry, mounted his horfe, with a confiderable re- 
tinue, and was direéted by the Keeper to the © 
place in the defert Wentin he had deferibed to ‘ 
him. 

It was noon ; Ravie was offering up het 
prayers, on the verdant banks which furround- 
ed the fountain, with her hands and eyes raifed 
towards heaven, and her hair flowing on het 
fhoulders. The brightnefs of her complexion, 
and the beauty of her features, made her fhine 
like the lilly in the middle of the gardens. She 
was fo abforbed in meditation, that the King 
approached, -and confidered her attentively, 
without being obferved. Hethought. her far 
fuperior to the praifes of the clownifh camel 
driver, and thus refpeétfully addrefled her. 
“Beautiful Lady,” faid he to her, ** would it 
be indifcreet in me to requeft you to tell me 

/who you are, and what you are doing here?”’ 
* You fee a fequeftered devotee, a fervant of 
God ; and I am here for the purpofe of wore 
fhipping him.” ‘© You are unwilling, I fee, ad- 

“ded the Monarch, to make yourfelf known. I 
will not be fo referved with refpeét to you. 
But after this inftance of confidence on my 
part, I hope you will agree to the propofal I 
am to make you. I am Kaffera, King of the 
Kings of the Eaft ; andin offering you my heart 

Vexrlil. L and 
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and my hand, I think I render you that ‘ho. 
mage which is worthy of us both.” 

«« Sire,” replied Ravie, ‘* I did not hints 
that the moft powerful Monarch in the world, 
would have ftooped fo low as tomarry a woman 
wandering in the defert, where every thing 
bears witnefs of her indigence, and low birth. 
Thave too much refpe& for human greatnefs, 
to raife my expectations to thethrone.” ‘ Do 
not refufe me, Madam ; you are fafe from any 
‘violence from me; but I am not fo from the 
lively impreflion which your virtues and beau- 
ty have made upon my heart. You difdain 
my grandeur, and from this moment I my- 
felf make a voluntary facrifice of it, to pafs 
my life with you in this defert, and to ferve _ 
here the Eternal God and his holy Prophet.” 

_ The firft orders which Kaflera gave were 
- proofs that he {pake with fincerity. He made 

two tents be prepared, one for himfelf, and 
*another for Ravie, and ftored them with the 
provifions which he brought with him. Ravie 
felt the value of the facrifices Kaflera had 
made, and the delieate manner in which he 
had atted. She reflefted on the lofs that his 
fubje&ts “would fuftain, if be renoune-d the 
government, and on the diftrefs of his family, 
and endeavoured to divert the Monarch from 
this unlucky defign; and with this view {poke 
as follows to the flave who brought her food. 


4“ His 
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* His Majelty does me too much honour,” faid’ 
‘fhe to him ;”? yet 1 cannot accept his offers. My. 
ambition is fully gratified in ferving the Eter~ 
nal God. But Kaffera has duties to fulfill. He is 
the reprefentative on earth ofhim whom I adore, 
the difpencer of his juftice and clemency: he 
ought to make himfelf be Joved.and feared by 
his. fubjeéts, whofe happinefs depends on the 
wifdom of his government. Befides, this Mo- 
narch has wives, and a family, which have 
claims upon him ftill- more facred ; and he is’ 
not permitted, without violating the laws both: 
of nature-and equity, to bury himfelf in this 
defert. Do you,.who appear to poffefs his 
confidence; inform him of my uneafinefs, and 
reprefent to him the obflacles which religion 
forces me to lay in his way.” 

. The flave difcharged the commiflion with’ 
which he was entruited, and brought back as the’ 
King’s anfwer, that being confcious of many 
faults,, he would endeavour to obtain the 
pardon of them, by embracing the life of a pe- 


~ nitent. - - 


On learning the final refolution of Kafer, 
Ravie was at a lofs what ftep the ought to 
take. At length, after mature deliberation, fhe 
thought fhe ought to facrifice herfelf to the 

' glory of a nation, whofe ruin was unavoidable, 
if deprived of a leader fo wife and refpeétable. | 
She coueeden an interview with the King, in- 

Le the- 
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the tent that was allottedto her. He repaired: 
thither ; ‘* I. wait your orders with fubmiflion,’” 
faid Kaffera. to her. } ; 
‘* Sire,” replied the beautiful firanger, ¢ “ cit 
is not from diftruft that I have concealed my. 
name, fram your. Majefty. But, becaufe EF 
was fincerely defirous to end my days in this. 
folitude. The refolution which you have taken 
difeoncerts my defigns. A Monarch fo great 
and renowned, a King fo dear to his fubjects,. 
‘and a father fo affeftionate and kind to his fa~ 
inily, cannot with innocence give up his duty- 
and his obligations; and I would have to ree. 
proach myfelf with ruining your dominions. 
by my obftinacy. I muft reftore a Monarch to, 
his people. Therefore, i in return for-the fin-. 
cere, and advantageous offers, with which you. 
have condefcended to honour me, Laccept your- 
hand, as foon as this union can confirm the 
happinefs of your fubje&s. But it is now time. 
to make myfelf known.” She then gave a. 
faithful relation. of her misfortunes, and a. de-. 
_ tail of her life fince her. firft. efcape with her 
father Zorachan, down to the unjuft prejudice. 
— had devoted her to this favage defert. 
“JT felt but little uneafinefs,” continued the, “in 
my folitude, concerning the reputation eg had: 
left behind me; but having now become the 
‘wife of an illuftrious King, it is of confequence 
to-his glory, to juftify his choice ; it is of con-: 
fequence- 
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fequence to us both, that the world be convin= 
ced of my innocence. King Dapdin is a vaffal 
and tributary of your crown; order him to re- | 
~pair to your court, with Caradan his Vi-- 
zier, -and the chief of his eunuchs.. I muft 
not be feated on your throne, before I am clear-- 
ly juttified refpe€ting the odious imputation 
which have drawn upon me fo much mifery.”’ 
Kaffera felt the juftice of her demand, and 
was pleafed with her delicacy, He ordered a 
moft magnificent litter to be brought from his 


. capital, and they foon returned to the palace. 


An apartment was allotted to her, which was 

rich, commodious, and more fpacious, than any 

of thofe which his other favourites occupied. 

A number of officers, and flaves of both fexes, . 
were eager to ferve her. 

- Immediately after his return; Kaffera dif- 
patched an order to King Dabdin, to his Vi- 

zier Caradan, and to the chief of the eunuchs, 

to repair to him inftantly.. The officer, en- 

trufted with this mefiage, commanded 2 con~ 

derable detachment, and was to enforce Gate: ; 
ence without delay. 

While Ravie ‘enjoyed, in a frightful defert, 
the repofe and» peace infeparable from her 
foul, the unhappy Dabdin, could find no reft 
even in the lap of pleafure: Life had no fweets 
for him, fince the cruel banifhment of his 
fponfe. Caradan never fell afleep, without 


Ta 3. being ; 
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being troubled-with the moft difmal dreams: - 
No time: could foothe their uneafinefs. 

-Dabin was in this fituation, when. the orders » 
ef Kaflera were intimated to him. Caradan» 
was alarmed at the manner in which they.avere~ 
to be executed, and was torn.with remorfe. . 
. He was, however, obliged to take the road, a-- 
long with the King ‘his. mafter, whofe uneafi- 
nefs .was equal to his own,’ ignorant of. the 
eaufe which could have drawn upon them fo - 
fevere an-order. The chief'of' the eunuchs: . 
was the only one who made this journey with- 
out fear. At length they arrived at- tthe court of - 
Kaffera. 

This Monarch’ impatiently waited for them;.. 
jn his apartment,: together with Ravie, who . 
thus addrefled Caradan. 

“ Vizier, you muft recolle& me!t~ Iam. 
Ravie, formerly the fpoufe of thy mafter,.. 
_whom thou haft unjuftly calumniated ‘by thy. 
reports.. Thou haft betrayed thy duty to God, . 
to thy Sovereign, whofe confidence thou didft : 
poffefs, and to me, who ought ta have become - 
the obje& of thy refpeét, after having forgot- 
ten the audacity of thy propofals. Thou alone 
hiaft committed all thefe crimes. Refpect 
truth, if thou haft ‘yet ftrength and courage to 
do fo; and feek not, by vain fhifts, to draw 
down upon thy head, the anger of heaven. 

ree | gh The 
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The confounded Caradan exclaimed ‘in the - 
< a . : 4 
bitternefs of his foul, ‘* Yourinnocence, Madam, «. 
is written in your countenance, as guilt is- 


written on mine. After I had urged you, in. 


vain, to yield to my paffion; an evil {pirit took - 
poffeflion.of me, and—” “ Ah!’ Wretch |?" 
interrupted Dabdin, ‘*-no punifhment is too « 
great for thy crime! -The vengeance of. hea-- 
ven cannot {pare thee.” 

Kaflera enjoyed the triumph of the innocent 
Ravie. But addrefling himfelf to Dabdin, who 
was enraged againft Caradan, . ** Prince,” faid : 
he, “* your Vizier is not the. only guilty per- 
fon here; you yourfelf are-to blame. Thofe. 
who are, entrufted with the government of o- 
thers, fhould know how to govern themfelves. 
They ought not to be rafh in judgment, and - 
much lefs in private revenge. They fhould . 
treat the accufed with refpe&, and never con-- 
demn them without being heard. They ought 
minutely to examine the accuférs, and the wii- 
neffes, and to weigh the evidence with equity. 
They ought to diftruft every thing, that. they — 
may bring every thing to light... Your beha- - 
viour has been rafh, and your condutt is a dif- 
grace to royalty. But, although I am your 
mafter, I muft. not be your judge. There is 
one here, better informed and wifer, to whom 
Tieave the trial of your caufe, and that of your 

Vizier, 
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Vizier, and who. will pronounce fentence up-~ 
on it. ; 

_- Tt.is you Madam,” added he, fpeaking to» 
Reavie, ‘* who fhall be entrufted with this of-- 
fice. - The law which you ftudy continually,’ 
will fpeak through your mouth,” 

‘+ Sire,” replied fhe, ‘* the duty which you: 
impofe upon me is difficult to fulfill. But if, - 
in this cafe, the law muft {peak, hear its voice - 
jn the divine Alcoran: Every wilful murder-- 
er muft die, in the fame manner, in which be* 
has committed the crime. King Dabdin, who» 
is now in your Majefty’s prefence, murdered.’ 
my father, his ancient and faithful fervant ;- 
and prefuming: that I-was guilty, he devoted. 
me to death, without giving himfelf time for’ 
refleGtion : in this manner, he is liable to: the’ 
application of thelaw. The Vizier, Garadan, 
fought my death, that_he might get rid of the: 
evidence of his .criminal audacity... On his. 
» flanderous imputation, I was conduéted tothe 
defert, and abandoned there: He mutt go thi- 
ther and take my place. The prote@ting arm 
of the Preferver of men guarded me from eve- 
ry danger. The favour of Mahomet, and 
your goodnefs, Sire, have made innocence tri- 

umph. He. who does good, fooner or later-re- — 
- cetves his reward; but the guilty never can 
efcape punifhment. The chief of King Dab-. 
din’s eunuchs, was: aad the inftrument of his 


matfter’s 
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mafler’s will ; but he hath rights to claim by 
the law. He was generous, and feeling. He: 
procured a change of my fentence from death. 
to banifhment; in which, at the hazard of his- 
own fafety, he furnifhed me with affiftance, 
and food, and treated me with humanity and 
compaffion. ‘His heart was confcious of my~ 
innocence, while it was perfecuted by others, 
who were more enlightened. Thus have I 
explained the facts, and the law; but it be- 
comes not me to pronounce thé fSntence.”? | 
Kaffera, upon this relation, made Dabdin be 
knocked’ down, by the blow of a dabour. Ca- 
radan was abandoned in the defert; and the 
chief of the eunuchs received the title of Prince. 
He was dignified, by an order created on his 
account, on which this infcription was written: 
Yo the beneficent man. Kindly treated by 
the King and Queen, he remained always. 
in .the palace, and enjoyed there univer- 
fal confidence: Kaffera was foon bleff-d in his 
“marriage with the amiable Ravie. The peo-. 
ple celebrated the nuptials, the taxes were di- 
minifhed, and many charities were diftributed 
throughout all Perfia. Some time after this, 
it was told, that the unhappy Caradan had 
been devoured by wild beatts.. 


After the recital’ of this hiftory, Aladin 
paufed.a moment. Then, ftill addreffing Bo-. 
3 hetzad, . 
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hetzad, ‘‘ Sire,” faid he to’ him,“ your Mae 
jefty hath juf now feen, in the hiftory of Ravie,: _ 
- the refigned, the juft retribution of rewards: 
and punifhments ; the need a King has to fui 
pend his judgment, before pronouncing the 
~ fentence of death ; and the impoffibility even of- 
tranfgrefling, in this cafe, by an excefs of 
prudence. Now, Sire, Aladin waits your or- 
ders in filence,-and fubmits his head, with*re~ 
fpeét, to the ftroke which threatens it.” i 
The Monarch, always more fhaken in his: 
refolution, and unwilling to hazard any thing;- 
without the moft mature deliberation, once’ 
more deferred, till to-morrow,-the punilbment: 
of the fuppofed criminal, who was led back to, 
prifen. ee 
The ten Viziers, afraid leaft their widtim:- 
fhould efcape, affembled again next day, and: 
fent three of their number in a deputation to 
the King, to ftrike'the laft blow againft the 
young Aladin. They affured. Bohetzad, that. 
the dangerous confequences of his clemency~- 
were already felt.. ‘* Every day,”’ faid they;. 
* ordinary juftice is engaged in checking the 
audacious crimes of your fubjeéts, againft the- 
fanétity of marriage. Prevaricating criminals 
have the boldnefs to.defend themfelves, by the 
example that is before their eyes ; and the de- 
lays which arife from your Majefty in this af- 
fair, are as many pretences which they alledge. 


¢ 
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- Gn their juftification, We conjure you, Sire, 
to put an end to this licentiouinefs, which your 
minifters will foon be unable to reftrain.” Bo-: 
shetzad, afhamed of his too great indulgence, 
made the fuperintendant be brought before 
him. ‘Thou appeareft at length,” faid he 
to him, ‘ for the Jaft time, on the feaffold, 
which thou art about to ftain with thy blood. 
The crime which thou haft committed allows 
meno reft. The too long fufpenfion of the 
{word of the law, draws along with it, an ex- 
ample fatal to my fubje&ts. Every voice is 
united againft thee, and not one juftifies thee.” 
** Men purfue me,” interrupted the undaunted 
Aladin; “ I am the objet of hatred and flander. 
But if the Eternal and his Prophet are for me, 
I have nothing in this world to fear. Heaven 
‘prote&ts my innocence, and the {word cannot 
deprive me of it. It »will always thine upon 
my forehead, even when it fhall be.feparated 
from my bly. My confidence is in God. 
I expeé& every thing from him, as King Baz- 
~ mant at length did, after the reverfes he ex- 


petienced. 





Hiflory of Bazmant, or the Confident. 
HIS Sovereign, too much addiéted to the 
pleafures of the table, was giving himfelf up 
; ose 
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‘one day, to the immoderate enjoyment of a 
‘famptuous feaft, when his Vizier came to in+ 
form him, that the enemy werescoming to be+ 
fiege his capital. 

“Have not I,” replied he, * excellent gene« 
rals, and good troops? Let them take care 
of every thing, and beware of difturbing my 
pleafures.” “* I will obey, Sire,” replied the 
Vizier; “¢ but remember, that the Almighty 

' difpofes of thrones, and thatif you invoke not 
his aid, your meee and power will not fappert 
you on yours.” 

Difregusding this wife counfel, Bazmant fell 
afleep in the arms of fenfuality, and when he — 
awoke, was obliged to take to flight, notwith~ 
ftanding the bravery of his foldiers, The ene- 

. my, by their ativity, and attention, had be- 
come mafters of the city. : 

The fugitive King withdrew to one of his 
allies, his father-in-law, and friend, who grant- 
- ed him a powerful army, with wich he hop- — 
ed, in a fhort time, to re-enter his dominions, 
‘and take vengeance on his enemy. Full of 
confidence in this affiftance, he marched at the 
head of his troops, and’advanced towards the 
capital which he had loft. But vitory again 
declared in favour of the ufurper.. His army 
was routed, and he himfelf owed his fafety to 
the fwiftnefs and vigour of his horfe, which, 

5 al by the enemy, crofled an arm of the 
7 $ fea, 
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‘fea, which lay in his way, and foon landed him 


on the oppofite fhore. 

- Not far from the fhore, was Stusted a  fortie 
fied city, called Keraflin, at that time under 
the dominion.of King Abadid. Bazmant went 
to it, and demarided an afylum in the hofpital, 
deftined for the reception of poor ftrangers. 
He learned, that King Abadid -refided in Me- 


‘dinet-Llahid, the capital of the kingdom ; he took 
the road to it, arrived there, and demanded an 


audience of the Sovereign, which was immedi- 
ately granted, His external appearance prejudi- 
ced the Monarch in his favour; and he afked 
him concerning his rank, his country, and the 
motives which had brought him to Medinet- 
Nahid. 


. * T was,” replied he, “ a diftinguithed offi- 


‘eer, in the court ofKing Bazmant, to whom I 


was greatly attached. There is great proba- 


bility, that this unfortunate Prince fell, in the 


laft engagement, which he had with the ufur- 
per of his kingdom, whom I was prevented 
from joining, both by my duty and my grati- 


tude; and as it became neceflary for me to 
-choofe a matter, 1 am-come to make a voluntary 


offer of my perfon and fervices to your Majefty. 
Abadid, full of prudence and penetration, 
conceived a favourable opinion of the ftrangér, 
who had furrendered himfelf to him with fe 
‘ouch opennefg, He-loaded him with prefents, 
Vou. id. M : and 


a4 ARABIAN TALES. 
pnd affigned him a. ‘diftinguithed all among 
~ his officers. Bazmant might have been’ proud 
of his new fituatien, could he ‘have banifhed 
from his memory, the fortune he had once en- 
joyed, and had he not been “ftill wholly oc~ 
cupied with the lofs of his kingdom. : 
A. neighbouring power, at that time, threat- 
ened Abadid, with an invafion of his domi- 
‘ nions. This Sovereign put himfelf in a’ pof- 
ture of defence, and took every neceflary pre-. 
caution to repel-his enemy. He himfelf took 
arms, and left his capital, at the head of a 
formidable army. Bazmant had the command 
of the van. The battle was foon begun, dur- 
ing which, Abadid and Bazmant conduéted © 
themfelves like experienced chiefs, and were 
siftinguifhed by remarkable feats of cou- 
‘rage and intrepidity. “Tyre enemy was en- 
 tirely defeated and repulfed. Bazmant ex- 
tolled to the fies, the mighty deeds and wife 
plans of Abadid. * Sire,” faid he to him, : 
“‘ with an army fo well difciplined, and fo ~ 
‘much good conduét, you might eafily humble ~ 
the moft formidable nations.” ‘ You are 
miftaken,” replied the wife Monarch ; ‘+ with- 
out the affiftance of God, I could not refit the 
mott feeble atoms in the creation. It is by 
_ trufting in him alone, that we have the power 
of difplaying our troops with advantage, of 
directing our plans with wifdom, and of pre- 
{erving 


S pig oi 
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~ ferving that prefence of mind, which is the 


guide of all our operations. If 1 had not had - 
recourfe to him, the greateft force would have 
vanifhed in my hands.” : 

“ 1am convinced of it,” replied Bazmant, 
“ and the misfortunes which I have experien- 
ced are a proof of it... A falfe prudenee hath 


induced me to conceal: my name, ‘and my mif- » 


fortunes: But your virtues forcibly draw the 


fecret from me. You fee before you, the un- 


happy Bazmant, whom, too much confidence 
in his°own troops, could ‘not preferve upon 


; the throne.” 


Upon this confeflion, Abadid, feized with: 
aftonifhment, wifhed to make: an apology to 
Bazmant, for the reception he had given him. 
“ How could you know me,” replicd the de- 
throned. Prince, “ fince fhame and confufion 


: obliged me to ‘be filent? Gould you read upon 
_ my forehead, a charaéter which the juftice of 


heaven had effaced ? Great King,” added he,. 


~ embracing him, * ‘Lowe to your gencrofity, a 


full, account of my faults; lend me your ate 
tention.” At thefe words, Bazmant related his 
hiftory. 

«6 My dear brother, . faid Abadid to him, 


after having heard it, ‘“ ceafe to humble 


yourfelf | before a an, brou ight up in your ve- 
ry principles, and corrected, at laft, by a {iin 
ries. of misfortunes fimilar to. yours, I. have 

: M 2 Bee not» 
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wot been wifer than you. It appears that we: 


-muft be inftrn@ed by mifery! Formerly 1 


put my confidence in my troops, and my own. 
abilities; add at the head of a numerous army, 


‘ET was conquered by an enemy, who had no- 


thing to oppofe to me, but a handful of men. 
Forced to take to flight, I retired to the moun-. 
tains, with fifty men, who would not abandon 
me. Providence made. me fallin with a Der-. 


_ wife in his hermitage, where’ he was wholly 


devoted to the exercife and duties of” ‘religion. 
He fhewed me the caufe of my misfortunes, 


and told me, that the enemy had put his truft . - 
- in God alone, and was thus enabled to ftrike 


me with unerring blows: While I, depend- 
ing upon the effort of my {pear, and the thick- 
hefs. of my battalions, and full of audacious: 
pride, negle&ed my duty, and gave no order, 
which did not lead" toanerror. ‘ Put,” faid 
he to me, ‘ your. confidence in him, who di- 


setts: every thing here below ; and if his arm. 


is engaged in yout behalf, fifty men will be. 
Mifficient’ to regain your kingdom.” Thefe- 
difcourfes of the. fage; made a ftrong im- 


" preffion upon me; I raifed my eyes on high, 


and, full of a falutary confidence, I returned to. 
my capital. Profperity had blinded my ene=- 
iny: He had forgotten, in the lap of pleafure,. 
the wife maxims to which he was indebted for 
his vittory. Every thing feemed quiet in his. 
dominions. 
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dominions. He believed’ himfelf fecuré in the 
pofleffion of them, and neglected the maintes — 
nance of his troops. I arrived unawares at — 
the beginning of the night.’ I ran to the pa~ 
lace with my {mall party, which curiofity had’ 
however encreafed. This croud became a for~ 
midable army within the palace ; difmay and, 
terror marched in its train. The ufurper had 
juft time to make his efcape, and avoid the’ 
danger which furrounded him. And the next: 
day beheld me re-eftablifhed on my throne, 
and in the undifturbed poffeflion of my king~ ~ 
dom?’ 

The -recital of Abadid’s adventures com- 
pletely changed the heart of Bazmant. ‘ Yow 
have,” faid this Prince to him, “ infpired me 
with a confidence, equal to that which animated’ 
you, and henceforward I will place it no- 
“where elfe. God alone, and his Great Pro- 
phet, are able to reftore me my crown ; and in 
ofder to regaimit, I will follow the fame method: 
which you did.” At thefe words, he took leave 
of Abadid, and haftened into adefert, through’ 
which he was obliged to pafs, in order to,reach’ 
his dominions; Guided by the confidence,’ 
which he had placed in the Sovereign Ruler of 
the fates, and imploring his fupport by prayer, 
he gained the fummit ofa mountain. He was 
opprefled with fatigue, and having fallen 
afteep, he faw'a vifion in a dream. 

M 3 He ~ 
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: He thought he heard. a voice fay to -himi. 
“ Bazmant, God has heard thy-prayers: He-. 
accepts thy penitence, and thou mayit march,. 
without fear, whither thou intendeft.” This 
Prince believed he had heard his guardian angel, . 
- and haftened his journey towards the capital: 
_ Ofhis kingdom. Scarcely had he reached the — 
frontiers, when he met- a party of thefe who - 
had been moft faithful to him. They lived. 
under a tent, ready to feel arrother afylum, on. 
the leaft imftance of tyranny in the ufurper.. 
Without making himfelf known, he enter- 
ed into converfation, and told them, “that. 
he was travelling to the capitaly They” 
endeavoured to divert him from his defign. 
They deferibed the avenues to the city as ex« 
trefacly dangerous. They told him, that fuf- 
picion and. fear were upon the throne; that 
ftrangers who approachied it were believed to 
be emiffaries of Bazmant, and were, without 
diftingtion, beheaded by order of the tyrant. 
‘** He makes the old King be regretted then?” 
enquired the Prince, certain that they could 
not know him, “ Alas !” replied they, ‘* would 
toGod our worthy Monarch were here! He 
would find a fafe afylum in the hearts of all 
his fubjects, and an hundred thoufand arms to 
avenge him. The monfter.who has dethroned 
him, confiding in his forces, facrifices every 
- thing to his unbridled defires ; and frees him- 
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felf, by the fword, of his flighteft alarms. “* He - 
is in the wrong,” replied Bazmant, ' ‘* to troft. 
wholly in his army; the-true fupport of 
Kings is the favour of heaven.. As for me, — 
who have comé here’ with no -other inten-- 
tion than to acquire knowledge by travelling, 
knowing: thatno one can injure me, while I 
have the divine protection, I will, without fear, . 
approach the place, which the vain»precautions 
of your mafter have‘madé to be looked upon: 
as fo dangerous.” ‘* We conjure you not to do. 


. this,’”*replied thefe worthy people,“ in a feeling 


tones do not give us anothér misfortune to be- 
wail.. Since you are a good Muffulman, wait 


' patiently, till the divine -juftice fhall have 


ftruck this tyrant ; the time is not far diftant, 
for the meafure of his iniquity is full. And- 
fhould the arm ‘of man delay to ftrike, the 
pillars of his palace will fall upon him.’ .At 
thefe words, Bazmant felt his hopes revive. 
He laid afide all difguife, and declared that he 
was the Monarch whom they withed to return. 
At that inftant, his-faithful fubjedts, exiled on 
his account, fell at his feet. They kiffed his 
hands, and nfoiftened them with their tears. 
A part of the knights who were there, devoted 
themfelves as his.life-guard. The reft {pread 


_allaround, to anounee this happy return, and ap- 


point a place of rendezvous. A formidable army 
was foon in a condition to advance to.the ca- 
pital, the tyrant was crete, and Bazmant 

refumed 


14qO° : ARABIAN TALES. 


famed the reigns of government, amidft the ac=- 
clamations of all his pioptes 


At the eid of this hiftory, Aladin fa veni< 
tured to.add fome refletions of hisown. “ Yous 
fee,”? faid he to Bohetzad, “‘ how Bazmant re~ 
afcended his throne, without any other’ affift-- 
ance, than that’of heaven. My true ‘throne, 
Sire, is my innocence ; and, as if infpired from- 
above, I have a fixed belief, that I will yet be 
re-eftablifhed on ity and triumph over mine 
enemies.” 

As the young citer mingled sank sini 
with the recital of his ftories, the Sovereign,’ 
who had liftened to him, felt his anger relent.’ 
He again ordered the punifhment to be defer-- 
- red, and the criminal was carried back to pri-° 
fon. & 

It belonged to the feventh Vizier, next day’ 
to diffufe in the mind of the King, the poifon of 
thofe perfidious infinuations which had hither- 
to been fo unfuccefsful. He accordingly arrived 
well prepared. He brought with him fedi- 
tious JAibels, and a lift of diforders, which,’ 
he faid, the violation of a law, ‘that wes.refu- 
fed to be put in execution, had occafioned, in 
. leaving unpunifhed’a crime which every thing 
feemed to prove, and which appeared i in fo ob~ 
vious a manner. 


Thefe 
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Tliefe reports, which feemed to be diGtated: 
by difintereftednefs and fidelity, again inflamed 
Bohetzad. He refumed his. firft refolutions, 
and fent for the criminal to his prefence. “I _ 
have hefitated too long,” faid he ; thy death 
is effential’ to the fafety of my kingdom, and: 
thou ‘canft no more hope, either for delay or 
mercy. Pe 
“Sire,” faid Aladin, ‘¢ every fault deferves 
pardon. I have committed one, in indulging 
myfelf in a dtink which I did not know, and 
which deprived me, for a moment, of reafon.. 
But. I have a right to obtain your Majefty’s 
pardon. I am incapable of the crime, of which 
Tam accufed. Sovereigns, Sire, have a noble 
right,. which they derive from heaven-; it is that 
of exercifing mercy, whenitis proper. Let us - 
fuppofe, that after a little delay, and deliberate 
examination, you had fnatched’ an innocent 
perfon from punifhment, would not. your Ma~ 
' jefty have done an aétion fomething like that 
of raifing him from the dead? An attion may 
often appear agreeable to ftri& juftice, while 
in reality it is only the effet of lawlefs tyrane 
ny. And’ what: glory is, there not, even in 
pardoning an offence? He who is capable of 
doing this, will, like Baharkan, fooner or late. 
ter receive his reward.” Aladin perceiving 
Bohetzad inclined to liften to him, proceeded 
thus in the explanation of what he had advanced. 
See a ory. 


- 
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Eifory of Babarkan. . 
Bavarxaw was’ an intemperate Prince. He? 
facrificed every thing to his paflions; and in or- 
- der to gratify them, he boldly plunged into the 
greateft excefs of tyranny. Henever pardon~ 
ed even the appearance of a crime ; fo that in- 
voluntary faults were puniflied no lefs than a~ 
vowed tranfgreffions. 

Being one day at the chace, one of his nfticensi ; 
inadv ertently let fly from his bow an arrow, 
which he was holding prepared, Ir ftruck the 
ear of the King, and unfortunately carried it: 


Off. Baharkan, inhis fury, ordered the offend: . 


er to be brought before hin, and his head to 
be firuck off, As foonas the unhappy young; 
mn wasn ‘his prefence, having heard the fen~« 
_ tence of death pronounced by. the Monarch, he. 
ye eee to him thus.. 

“ Sire, the fault I have becnantiped’ was Un-_ 
premeditated on my part; it was the effect of 
the fatality of theftars. I throw myfelf on: 
your clemency. I implore your. pardon. It 
will be meritorious in the fight of God, and 


= ‘approved of by men. In the name of the heaven=" 


ly power, which hath put the fceptre into your 
hands, I intreat for pardon, and your Majefty. 


~ will one day receive your reward.” This 


Breyer ities: the unrelenting ‘heart. of the 
Deh Bing 
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‘King, and, contrary to the general expetation, 
the young officer obtained his: pardon. 

His name was Tirkan. This Prince had 
fied from his father’s, court, in order to efcape 
the punifhment of a fault which he had com- 
mitted. After having wandered unknown 
from kingdom to kingdom, he had at length 
fettled at the court of Baharkan, where he ob- 
tainedemployment. He ftill remained there for 
fome time after the accident which had befallen 
him. But his father, having difcovered tht 
place of his retreat, fent him his pardon, and 
advifed him to return to him. He did this, 
in fo affe€tionate and paternal terms, that Tir- 
kan, trufting in his father’s goodnefs, immedi- 
ately departed. His hopes were not deceived, 
and he was re-eftablithed in all his rights. 

King. Baharkan, defiring one day to amufe 
himfelf with pearl-fithing, fitted out a veflel, on 
which he went on board, with a defign to coaft 
along the fhores of his kingdom, in fearch of 
pearls. An unexpected florm foon drove the 
_ fhip into the open fea. - It became the fport of 
the winds and the waves: And, ftripped of all 
its rigging, it foon ran aground on an unkrown 
fhore, and was dafhed to pieces again{t theracks ~ 
which furrounded i it. The whole crew perifh- 
ed; and Baharkan alone was faved from 
_dhipwreck, by a plank, which he had had the 
good fortune to play hold of. Fortunately, he 
eS _ landed . 


a 
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‘anded on the dominions of the visit 
whofe fon had fhot away his ear, and whom 
Ane had pardoned this involuntary fault. Night 


“began to defcend, when Baharkan landed. He 
“wanted neither courage nor vigour, and there- 


fore took the firft road that prefented itfelf, 
«which led to a large fortified city. But asthe 
gates had juft been thut, he was forced to wait 
‘without till next day, and to pafs the novela. 
in a neighbouring church-yard. 

Day began to appear, and the gates were — 
opened. The firft perfons who came from the 
city, found, at the gate ofthe church-yard, a 
man who had been murdered. Baharkan was 
coming out of it at the fame time. The efforts he 
thad made in the evening to reach the coaft with 
chis plank, had given him fome flight wounds, 
from which the blood’ was ftill trickling. 


This proof appeared fufficient in the eyes of 


the by-ftanders.; he was taken for the murder- 
er, and carried to prifon. 

‘There, this unfortunate Prince, left to his 
own reflections, thus faidto himfelf ; “* Heaven 
-chaftifes thee Baharkan! Thou waft cruel, 
vindictive, and inexorable. ‘With thee, hu- 


*-manity had no value. Thou factificedft thy 
brethren on the flighteft fufpicion. Behold 


thyfelf now, on a level with the vileft of mor- 
tals.. Thou haft met with no more than thy . 
defert!’? As he rendered this terrible juftice 
Be : to 
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to himfelf, he perceived, in the ait, a vulture, 


swhich hovered above the: prifon, in te . + | 


of which he»was walking. He infti 
took aflint, and:threw it, with gre ree 
‘the bird, which avoided the Rrokes Wut, in 






falling, the ftone accidentally ftruck the fame | 


Prince Tirkan, who formerly had carried off 
his ear by the ftroke of anarrow. It wounded 
him exaétly on the ear, but not fo feverely as 
Baharkan had been. Pain forced a cry from 
the young Prince, which brought all his cour- 
tiers around him. Surgeons were fent for, 
who foon cured this flight wound. 

. The King ordered a fearch to be abe, i3 in 
order to difcover the perfon, who had throwa 
the ftone.. Baharkan was accufed by his fel« 
. low-prifoners of picking up and throwing it, 
He was brought before the Monarch, “who 
«ondemned him to lofe his head, fince, befides 
this, he believed him to be the murderer of the 
‘man, who had been found aflaffinated near the 
church-yard. The executioner of juftice had 
already taken off the turban, which covered 
him, and was drawing the {word from its fcab- 
bard, when the King, examining attentively 
the head which had juft been uncovered, per- 


‘ceived that it wanted an ear.” “ Té appears,” 


faid he to the criminal, “ thaf this is not your 
 firft attempt. For what crime have you been 
» @lready condemned to lofe an ear?” 


Von. Ww -Baharkar - 


~ 
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Baharkan, having affumed -a manly fpirit 
“Gnce his misfortunes, replied with boldnefs, 
“ Sire, if I have committed crimes, I owe no 
account of them but to heaven. And till it 
fhould have determined to punifh me, human 
quftice had no right to infli@ it. I have been, 
in one word, your equal. I was a King. The 
ear which I want was unfortunately carried 

off, by an arrow, which efcaped from the bow 
of one of my officers, whofe name was Tirkan. 
~ Impelled by the firft emotion of anger, I con- 
demned him to death. He befought my pardon, 
and obtained it. My name is Baharkan.”— 
Tirkan, without giving him time to finifh, had 
already thrown himfelf into his arms. He re- 
cognifed at once his ancient mafter, and his de- 
liverer. Baharkan, far from being punifhed, 
was treated as a King, and an unfortunate 
one. He related the adventure which had 
landed him in the dominions of Tirkan’s fa- 
ther. The latter communicated to him his 
own, and efpecially the unfortunate accident 
which had wounded Baharkan. ~ Recollect 
Sire, added he, that in folliciting a pardon, I 
wentured to promife you, from God, the fame 
favour which I expected from you. Here 
you have received it, and in the very fame cir- 
-cumitances,. through the inftrumentality of 
my father. 
Aftee 
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After thefe difcoveries, the two Sovereigns 
¢mbraced each other, with marks of efteem and 
kindnefs. A fhort time after, Baharkan re~ 
- turned to his kingdom, in a fleet well equiped, 

and at the head of an army of fifty thoufand 
men, commanded by Prince Tirkan. 

‘‘ In this manner,” added Aladin, “« Bohart 
kan was rewarded, for fuffering himfelf to be. 
foftened, when he was perfonally offended. 
Heaven did not confine its bleflings to his re~ 
ceiving the fame treatment in a fimilar fitua- 
tion, and reftoring him to his fubjects ; it mores 
over granted to him every virtue requifite in a 
good King: And in governing his fubjedts; 
it enabled him always to govern hipnfelf,” 


Bohetzad, fhaken in his refolution by this 
-difcourfe, made the inftruments of death be 
again removed, and ordered the minifter to be 
eonduéted back to prifon. He even pronoun- 
ced thefe laft words fo feebly, that the Viziers, 
who obferved it, were alarmed. 

The whole confpiracy, formed againft Alas , 
din, awoke with {ilb greater force; and it 
Was determined, that the ten Viziers fhould - 
go in a body to the King... Their danger would 
become fo great, if Aladin fhould fucceed in 
juftifying himfelf, that-every ftep fhould be ta 
ken: to deftroy him. 

NS ea N: 2 The 
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The next day, they all repaired to the pa= 
Jace, and he, who was poffeffed of the warms 
eft eloquence fpoke. If the Monarch. would: 
Believe it, the wicked ftory-teller, whofe ta- 
Tents ‘were {pecious, was indebted, for their - 
: fuccefs, to the art of magic, in which he was. 
wellikilled: But he ought to diftruft an ilu- 
fon, which expofes, at. once, the laws, re-. 
igion, morals, the honour of the throme,. 
and the public welfare: and unlefs he punifhed: 
fo fhocking. a crime, it would be impoflible to 
check diforder. All the other Viziers fup-~ 
ported this infidious harangue. Each of them: 
-' alledged his own difintereftednefs, his zeal, and: 

Ais fidelity, “ Unbridled audacity hath been fo- 
Bold, as unite itfelf with cunning, to polute:. 
your Royal bed, and deftroy a Queen, as virtu- 
ous as fhe is beautiful. Every thing ts indan+ 
~ ger, if this offence remains unpunifhed.” 

. Bohetzad’ could not refift the unanimous 
voice of fo many counfellors, His jealoufy 
and his anger awoke, and lie ordered the cri- 

minal to be brought forth. 

‘” Aladin appeared in chains, and the King; 
" perceiving him, exclaimed; “ Let the head of 
~ this unhappy man be firnck off.’ The ten 
 Viziers feemed to haften to the fword of the: 
executioner, in order to difpute with him the 
‘execution of his office. This motion gave A-. 
_ Tadin time to fpeak. : 

t v* Behold,, 
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* Behold, Sire, the eagernefs of your Vix 
ziers to bathe themfelves in the blood of in- 
nocence. Jutticd purfues the crime, but ~does 
not rufh upon the criminal. Zeal, like every 
other virtue, fhould be moderated. Stop, ea- 
ger, and wicked men! I am here under the- 
juftice of the King, not under yours. You 
have no power over my life. It is facred 
with refpe@ to you, who are neither judges 
Nor executioners. Speak. Shew yourfelves 
openly, fuch as youreally are. I have offend- 
ed you, by checking your rapine. You are 
my enemies, and bafe flanderers.”” ‘* You re- 
criminate upon my Viziers,” interrupted the 
King; “ truth which flows from their mouth 
confounds you.” ‘* Nothing from them can 
confound me,” replied Aladin ; ‘‘ not even the 
blacknefs of their calumay. It is coeval with 
their exiftence ; and I fee it iffue from the bot- 
tom of their heart, fuch as hell has placed it 
there. But for thefe, who have reduced‘me to 
the neceflity of this defence, I muft queftion 
them in my turn. They are all here, and let 
them anfwer.’ Does not the law require, that 
every accufer, or deponent, fhould have been 
a witnefs of the crime? Their evidence is 
- therefore objectionable in this cafe; the law 
rejeéts it. It is only the effect of envy and 
jealous rage, by which they are devoured. 
Look at them, Sire, and at me. The fword:is 
: N3 above 
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above my head, yet I-dare raife it up ;. while: 
their eyes hun both yours and mine. Heaven. 
fupports me,.and condemns them ;.ourfentence - 
ig written: on our countenance. Oh! great 

‘King! deferving of better minifters, beware of © 
being drawn into the guilty plot they have. 
contrived for yous Olenfa repented’ all his: "’ 
life, that he had given credit to the report of 
his minifters againft one of his favourites.” 

“ Surely,” faid Bohetzad, ‘*-this man be-- 
comes extraordinary. But ftill; let us know. 
how this, Olenfa repented of his. defigns.”” 








Hiftory of Abaltamant, or the Prudent: 


« “Tyere was in Egypt,” replied Aladin, 
**-a man, whofe name was Abaltamant, prudent, 
modeft, wife, and extremely rich. The diftri&- 
in which he lived, was at that time fubje& to 
the -government of a tyrannical Prince. The 
citizens endeavoured to withdraw their lives. 
cand their fortunes, from the vexatious oppref-. 
fion of the defpot, by banifhing themfelves from: 
his kingdom. » Abaltamant was of this numa~ 
ber. - After having taken the -neceffary pre- 
cautions, to remove his fortune and his family,. 
he took, refuge in the kingdam of Olenfa; 
which 
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which retreat, he preferred.on account of ne 
reputation of this-Monarch.. 
Carrying confiderable prefents, he raat a 
ed an audience of this new matter; who-was- 
foon prepofleffed in favour of the ftranger. He 
gave him ground to build a houfe, and drefled 
him in a very fine robe.. - 
Abaltamant built a palace fuitable to his 
rank. He lived there magnificently, and ad- 
mitted-to his table ftrangers, and all the peo- 
ple of diftinétion in the country. In fhort, he 
conducted himfelf, fo as to gain univerfal con- 
fidence.’ The Monarch himfelf placed fo much 


truftin him, that he propofed to him to enter 


into his fervice. 


: Sire,” faid the prudent Abaltamant, “ your ° 
_ confidence does me too much honour, and your 


goodnefs fills me with gratitude. My fortune 
and my life are in the hands.of your Majetty ; 
bat if you will permit me to follow my incli- 
nations, I. would befeech you, to prcferve your 
efteem for me, and at the fame time fuffer me 


to end my days. in repofe,’ and far from the‘ 


buftle of a court. Ihave no ambition. The 
favour of your Majefty would fcarcely defend 


me with its fhade, when a thoufand envious © 
and jealous courtiers will feek to remove it, . 


do me many undeferved wrongs, and rob me 
of your Majefty’s good opinion.’ ‘+ ilave no 
fear in that Seats replied Olenfa ; “ I have 

learned 


~ 
~ 
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learned to know a court. Tam known to be 
on my guard againft intrigues, and the con- 
trivers of them. Sacrifice your repofe to that: 
of the throne, and of my people. I will an- 
fwer for your life.” 

Abaltamant was perfuaded ; and in a thort: 
time his conduét and wife counfels, completely 
acquired him the confidence of the Sovereign,: 
who had placed him near himfelf. - He was: 
appointed Vizier, and the management of the’ 
moft important affairs of the ftate, was entruft- 
ed to his hands. His colleagues beceme in: 
every thing his inferiors, fo that they were not- 
long in teftifying their jealoufy. They con- 
fpired to ruin fo dangerous a rival. And,. 
when they could not fucceed, by evil reports of 
him, they determined to employ praifes, and: 
flattery. 

The Monarch’s greateft failing was a vio- 
lent inclination towards women. He was 
eafily inflamed. That, which in others was: 
only the fimple d fire of the moment, became: 


in him an exceflive paffion. 


-One of the Viziers produced at court a pain- 
ter, who had a curious collection of the moft. 
remarkable beauties of Afia, which his own ta- 


‘Jents had enabled him to procure. The King. 
exprefled a defire to fee them, and of his own: 
accord, fell into'the fnare which had been laid: 


for him. : 
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see -all thefe fine sda the moft re- 
ne Rs was-the portrait of a Princefs, who ~ 
furpasfed all the reftin beauty, fo that the atten. 
tion was iiftantly directed to her. The King: 
alked the name, of this ravifhing beauty, and 
was told it by the painter ; who aflured him at: 
the fame time, that his pencil had given but a 
very imperfect reprefentation of her charms, 
which were beyond all expreffion. ‘* The King 
her father,” ‘added he, ‘‘ more vain of hisdaugh- 
ter’s beauty, than of his own crown, is proud of 
nothing but of having been the author of her 
life. 1f any one ventures.to demand her in mar< 
riage, he looks upon it as an infult, and orders 
the ambafladors to be beheaded, who are bold 
enough to make fuch a propofaltohim. Am-~= 
Daffadors have arrived from Tauris even to 

_Samerkand ; and’ their heads, expofed at the 

gates of the capital, caft difmay and terror 
-on the meflengers who ftill come from every 
_ ‘quarter.. - 

This account of the painter, far from calm-. 
ing the ardent defires of Oloafa, feemed to in- 
flame his paffion, and excite his curiofity. Had 
he been lefs attached to his people, he woyld 
have undertaken this embafly in perfon ; but he 
might hope to find fome one in hiscourt, who, 
to gratify him, would venture on this danger- 

ous undertaking. ? 
; Each: | 


- 
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Each courtier, without adtually teifying ite 
fear, excufed himfelf, on the footing of his in- 
ability. The Viziers in concert reprefented: 
the matter to the King, in ‘a political point of 
view. “A man,” faid they, “has too much’ 
good fortune, in finding am opportunity to 
hazard his life for the glory of his Sovereigns 
But if he fails in his enterprife, the Sovereign 
fuffers, in the perfon of his minifter, an affront, . . 
which the diitance from his kingdom renders’ 
- it impoflible to revenge.” ‘ T am perfuaded,” 
- faid' the Monarch, “ chat Abaltamant would’ 
fave his life, and the glory of his Sovereign, 
and carry off the Princefs.” ‘* Sire,” replied 
they, ‘ the life of Abaltamant is as dear to’ 
Us, as itis to your Majefty, and to your people ; 
he is the guide of our counfels, and we would’ 
fee him depart with regret; but if his talents’. 
can extort the admiration of envy itfelf, we,. 
wholovehim, cannot but confefs, that none ever’ 
pofleffed, in fo high a degree, the art of giving’ 
force to his advice. Perfuafion flows from his: 
lips. And when one has yielded to him, it is 
always obvions that it was to the ftrength of 
his, reafoning, and not to any art’ intended to’ 
miflead. We do not imagine that the fove~ 
reign of Cochin-China, whofe daughter yout 
with to efpoufe, can, more than any other, re~ 
fift him, efpecially when the bufinefs concerns 
an alliance fo honourable to himfelf,’’ 

_ Thefe 
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‘Thefe artful difcourfes completely determin- 
ed Olenfa to charge. Abaltamant with. this 
dangerous commiflion. This wife favourite, 
completely penetrating the dangerous motives 
of this plot of the Viziers, confidered himfelf 
as honoured by this new inftance of his maf- 
ter’s confidence, and hoped, at thefame time, to 
conduct himfelf fo, as not to draw upon him- 
felf, the barbarous treatment, which all the for- 
mer meflengers had experienced. 

Every thing was now ready for his depar- 
ture. He had taken care that every thing ia 
his equipage fhould anounce the wealth, the 
wifdom, and the glory, of the Sovereign whom 
he reprefented. He began his journey, and 
caufed the troops obferve the ftri@teft difcipline 
on the road. 

As foon as he entered the territories of Cochin- 
China, he redoubled, his precautions, and con- 
ciliated, by liberality and charity, the good will 
of the people, and the efteem of the magiftrates 
and commanders. Atlength, he arrived in the 
_ capital, where fame had already preceded 
him. 

When he was admitted to his firft audience, 
he refpectfully prefented to the King, his let- 
ters of credit, and the magnificent prefents 
which he brought along with him. He re- 
ceived the moft flattering and diftinguifhed at- 
tention; and after having been clothed ina 

2 yohe 
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‘tobe of the richeft fur, was conduéted to 2 
* spalace, allotted for him,-and all his train.’ He 
had been ordered to: return to the Monarch in 
three days, in order to receive his anfwer. 

The Princefs had been informed, by public 
report, of the objet of this new embafly. And 
as he returned from giving audience, the King 
her father communicated it to her; and at the 
fame time gave her to underftand, his intention 
to examine ferioufly the propofals which were- 
amade to him.. 

“ Sire,” faid the Princefs to him, “I expe& 
from your Majefty’s goodnefs, the liberty of a 
private converfation with this ambaflador. One 
may ufually judge of a Sovereign’s difpofition, 
by the choice which he makes of his minifters. 
Every body hitherto is full of the praifes of 
this Abaltamant, and you yourfelf feem pleafed 
with him. Allow me time “to examine, 
whether his private behaviour deferves as 
much praife, as that which he difplays in the 
‘public bufinefs with which he is efitrufted.. I 
_ referve it formyfelf, to put him to fome trials.” 
‘"Yhis requeft of the Princefs was reafonable. 

- The three days of delay were elapfed, and 
Abaltamant appeared in the King’s prefence. 
After the ufual eompliments, he found him- 
felf engaged to wait upon the Princefs, who de- 
manded to fpeak withhim. ‘The chief of the 
eunuchs offered to conduct him.. Her apart- 

ment 
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‘ment was'at no great diftance. However, as 
he pafled over to it, the wife ambaflador recol- 
-le&ted himfelf, and called to mind the inftruc- . 
. tions of the Egyptian philofopher, who, former- 
ly, fuperintended his education. .He who keeps 
bis eyes fbut, needs be in no apprebenfion for 
his fight. He who reftrains the motion of his 
tongue, does not expofe himfelf to the cenfure of 
-tndiferetion ; and he who keeps his bands acrofs 
bis bofom, will not fee them cut off 
Scarcely had-he fully recalled thefe maxims, 
-when he found himfelf in the prefence of the 
-Princefs. She received him openly, &nd without 
a veil, in a fimple drefs, and furrounded by 
eflaves of her own fex, each of whom had pre- 
_ tenfions to beauty ; but they were all eclipfed by 
-the Princefs. The ambafador, with his hands 
-acrofs his breaft, and with down-caft eyes, 
modeftly offered her his refpeétful homage. 
She made him fit down, he complied, and hav- 
_ “ing feated himfelf on a fopha at fome diftance, 
“this young beanty thus addreffed him. 
“© What is the object of your embaffy to the 
“King my father?” ‘The King my matter,” 
replied Abaltamant, ‘* afpires to the honour of 
becoming your hufband, Madam. All his hap. 
pinefs depends upon his obtaining your hand, 
and Fam appointed, to afk it, in his name.” 
~ The Princefs caft down her eyes, and ordered 
fome remarkable jewels, of which fhe would 
Vor. il, a . have 
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have made him a prefent, to fparkle in the 
eyes of the ambaflador ; attentively obierving, : 
in his looksjand countenance, the,effe@ which 
the fplendor of thefe ftones fhould have upon 
Aim. The foul that is debafed by luft or ava- 
tice, betrays its emotion, by 2 fingle movement 
.of the eye. All the embafiadors who had 
_come from their Sovereigns to court. her alli- 
“ance, had undergone the fame trial, and were 
vall dazzled with it. 

“TI would accept your prefents,” Guid he to 
Ahe Princefs, ‘* with refpeCtand gratitude.. But 
* without the ineftimable treafure at which 1 
afpire, for my mafter, they fhall not be mine. 
_- Your heart and hand, Madam, are the only ob- - 
jects of my withes, and of the happinefs of O- 
Jenfa.. Honout my embafly with a favourable 
- anfwer, and you will crown me with felicity.” 
This refpe&tful and wife anfwer charmed the 
-Princefs.  “ Obtain,” faidthe, “ my father’s 
confent : I wifh he ay grant it. I.can explain 
‘myfelf no farther.” | Abaltamant, quite 
overjoyed, could {carcely reftrain himfelf from 
' .exprefling it. He took leave, and wisnarets to 
; Nis own apartment. 

The king came, that fame evening, to vifit 
his daughter. “* We are overcome, my father,” 
Maid the to him. “ You with to give me.a huf- 
‘band, who would render me happy. Olenfa mutt 
‘ke your choice. A Sovereign without merit, 

could’ 
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| - gould not have attached to him a minifter like - 
- Abaltamant.) He would have ben jealousy . 
and never would have beftow<d. on’ him “his 
Gonfidence.” After this declaration’ of the: 
. Princefs, the King; determining to make choice’ 
‘ of Olenfa for his fon-in-law, wifhed, however,’ 
to have another interview with his ambaffa- : 
dor, and, for this purpofe, invited-him to the’ 
palace. 

Abaltamant quickly repaired thither; and 
the King queftioned him refpedting the effeat, 
which the fight of his daughter had produced 
upon him.- * 

“‘ Sire,” replied he, ‘© I came not to your’ 
Majefty’s court, to fee the perfon, whofe hand 
I was commiflioned to demand. The King my: 

matter, informed by fame, and the praifes of 
- the poets,--who have celebrated her perfec~ 
tions, did not require of me to look upon the 
beauty who is the obje& of iis love. When 
the Princefs- did me the honour, to admit me 
into her. prefencey 1 did not forget the refpect 
which was due to the daughter of an illuftrious 
King, and the future fpoufe of a powerfzl-Mo- 
march. I recalled to my mind the maxims of 
the fage Abailaflin ; Tf you lock ficadily at the 
fun, faid he, the fplendor of its rays will difs 
 folve the ebryftad of your epes. ‘* But,” rea 
_ plied the: King, ‘* the made you an offer of 
fome pias iis didyou ¥' accept of them?” 
: 02 : % Sire, - 
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“Sire, I¢ould not do this, till my embafly- 
| fhould be fuccefsfal. Your Majefty’s anfwer 
will throw light on the conduét I ought to fol- 
low. Ifit gratifies the withes of the King my 
mafter, I will be able to claim fome mérit tomy-=. - 
felf, and will think myfelf not unworthy of the 
favour, which has been offered.:me with fo good’ 

_ agrace.” “ I have always, till this day,” replied? 
the Prince,” refufed- with difdain, to many 
érowned heads, the blefling youare about tocarry: 
away. All the embefiadors, whom they fent to» 
me, appeared prefumptuous, and commiffioned. 
ey fools, who gave themfelves airs of aflurance 
upon the pretended dignity of their chara@er. 
Not contented with having given proofs of 
meannefs and luft, they forgot themfelves fo 
far, as to caft their eyes on my daughter. Their 
audacity enraged me.to fuch a degree, that, to- 
fecure myfelf againft fimilar enterprifés, and~ 
after. having punifhed them, I proclaimed, by 
a publick edi@, that he would expofe himfelf 
to death, who fhould venture to come and de- 
mand the hand of my daughter, in order to 
unite her to a fool, who fhould be bold enough 
to fend a minifter, whofe impudence, avarice, 
or luft I fhould find it neceffary to check. The 
choice which your Monarch has made of you, 
proclaims fo loudly his wifdom and knowledge, 


that in refufing fuch an alliance, I fhould look 


upon — as oppoting my daughter’s hap- 
pinefs. 





pinefs, Pinbiieas Conds her to her Be 
fpoufe. She will: arrive there loaded with am 


- favours. And you, Abaltamant,. receive 2° 
token of my efteem, in this necklace of eme- 


ralds, which I beg you to wear, in memory of* 


the friendfhip which 1 have vowed to the wife: 


minifter of the illuftrious Olenfa. May the ho-~ 


ly Prophet dire& your fteps.” 


The King ordered a chofen efcort of his own * 


guards, to accompany the Princefs, whodepart« 
ed with Abaltamant. 


On his return, the fortunate sashes Tales be«- 


came more and more the inftrument of Olen= 


fa’s decifions. A proteétion, that could not be- 
thaken, appeared to fupport him: He fhared- 


equally, the confidence of the King and Queen, 
who, united by the moft lively and tender fen- 
timents, faw every thing in the fame point of 
. View, and indeed had but one will. With thefe 
_ happy arrangements,; who. would not have 
thought Abaltamant beyond the reach of the 
ftorm! But it roars even in the harbour, and 
the moft fecure. afylum is furrouaded with 


danger. - 
_Jealoufy is infeparable from love ; “nih we 


have feen that the heart of Olenfa was fo for<- 


_ med, that either of, thefe paffions might be 


equally fatal to his repofe. The Viziers, whofe : 
hatred was. fo:much: the more dangerous, as.it - 


was conceslednetes te. ali of flattery, had - 
fucceeded + 


= \ 3 
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fuceeeded in bribing two young pages of the- 
King’s chamber. ‘Thefe children, brought up: 
and nourifhed in the palace, were accuftomed. 
to remain in the inner apartments. TheKing 
took no offence.at this, but permitted them. 
to amufe themfelves there, all the time he 
was at bufinefs, and even during the hours of 
reft, which he ufually took in the afternoon... 
Accuftomed: to hear their little prattle, he 
was not difturbed by it; onthe contrary, it 
often amufed him, and he had never required 
them to be filent. Such were the innocent in- — 
ftruments of the calumny and intrigue of A- 
baltamant’s enemies. Thefe young children 
had been inftructed by the {pies of the Viziers. 
As foon as they fhould perceive that the Prince 
was on the point of falling afleep, they were to 
entertain him with fome interefting and curious: 
adventure of the palace, which fhould be taught 
them fecretly. “ If the King hears you with- 
ont ordering yore befileant,” faid they to the 
children, “ it iscertain that you will have amuf- 
‘ed him, and that he will love you ftill more on 
that account. When this little plan was well 
concerted, they left the pages, to their own 
difcretion; and next day,’ put the propofed 
, Plan in execution, and with the greateft fues 
cefs. 

While he Signet to be afleep, the King lear. 
ned, that one of his old eunuchs, in love with a 

| 7 young 
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young flave, in place of the good fortune which. 
he hoped for, had paffed the Anight with the 
oldeft in the feraglio ; and as they-had contri-. 
_ wed to furprife him, he had become the object 
of ridicule. The King found no harm in this 
adventure ; irregularities were reformed, in his 
houfe, by ridicule, and this method did not 
difpleafe him.. 

The next day, as foon as he was upon the 
fopha, he fet himfelf to liften. But as the pa- 
ges had got no leflon, he heard nothing inte- 
refting. The third day, the: oldeft of thefe 
children, meeting one of the Viziers, ingenu- 
oufly faid to him, “* Yefterday we faid nothing 
in the King’s chamber, becaufe we had learn~ 
ed-nothing. But although he was afleep, we 
plainly perceived, from the corner of his eye; 
that he had a good mind to liften; teach us 
therefore fome little ftory.” ‘* Here is one,” 
{aid the minifter : ‘The ancient favourite hath 
loft her diamond, and it is the flave Abdialla 
who hath taken it: but this is the way you 
_ muft manage your conyerfation. Your com- 
_ panion fhall afk you, if you can guefs who 
hath taken the diamond. You fhall anfwer, 
‘‘ Ibis certainly Abdialla ; for he is ina great- 
er paflion, and cries out louder than the reft,” 
The page, well pleafed, thanked him. The ~ 
next day, the King was entertained with the 
futy of the diamond. Abdialla was accufed. 

. that 
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that very evening: But the Vizier had sie 
informed of all this in the morning, by a Jew, 
to whom the jewel had been offered. Olenfa’ - 
was hot a little furprifed at the difcernment of 
the children in this matter, and began to gv 
fome credit to their reports: - 
The time was come, for bringing into nluys! 
the expedients that were to ruin Abaltamant.- 
The two Viziers fent for the young children, - 
and congratulated them, on having fucceeded~ 
fo well in amufing his Majefty, affuring them,’ 
that iince that time, he treated them with more* 
than his ufual kindnefs. ‘¢ If you will be-° 
lieve us,” added they, ‘* you will become the: 
richeft and moft powerful people in the palace; » 
and as the reward of what you have already’ 
done, there is a pretty purfe, with ten pieces of 
gold: : But:conceal it carefully, for there is: 
that fad -Abaltamant, who cannot: bear people” 

~ to become rich. If he were to be believed, one 
ought to faft through the whole year, in the 
palace, juit as on the faft of Ramedan: nay, - 
’ he would put out all the lamps on the days of © 
rejoicing, on purpofe to fave the oil, Has hey ~ 
ever made jou the {malleft prefent?” ‘+ No,’?/ 
replied the children ingenuoufly. .‘¢ Well!» 
replied the Viziers, “¢ he muft’ be banihed, 
from the court, and fent to. the country, to” 
practice his economy. We will compofe to- 
gether a little hiftory, which you will recite: 
before - 


= 
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before the King, | as you did the others, and if: 


- 


2 


& 


you fusceed, you hall have an hundred purfes- Ae 


like this.” 
A promfe like this: made a hice impref. 


fion upon the children; and she Viziers avail-- 


ed themfelves of it, to engtave on theit memory 
all the circumftanses of the converfation they 
were to hold. They made them repeat them 


feveral times ; and the innocent pair, allured by 


the inticement of the gold, returned to the pa- 


lace, fully determined to try every thing, in. 


order foon to become matters of this fortune. 


Fate fo ordered it, that Olenfa was lefs foe- 
ber than nfual.. He returned to. his. aparte- 


‘ment, with his head coufufed by the vapours 
which had afcended to it, threw himfelf on the 
fopha, and fell afleep. But his unquiet reft 
was foon difturbed, by the ordinary prating of 
the two pages; he heard the name of Abalta- 
mant, and this attracted his attention. 

** The chief of the eunuchs,” faid one of. 
thefe children} “‘ has promifed mea fine girdle, 
_if Lam very wife; and that I may obtain it, I 
will become as wife as Abaltamant.” ‘ Yes,” 
replied the other, “¢ and when you fhall be as 
wifé as he, you will thare the careffes of the 
Queen.” “You have feenthemthen?” “ Well! 
‘and if I have feen them ; whenever the King. 
is at the chace, I place sbyicld on the watch, 


near the door of the clofet, and fee them through. 
the: 
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the key hole, as they are embracing each other 
with great fondnefs. This has contiaued e- 
ver fince, they arrived from Cochin-€hina.” , 
Olenfa’s head, as we have repiarked, was’ 
confufed by the confequences of his intempe-" 
rance. He loved the Queen to excefs. Om 
_ hearing this converfation, ke became ‘jealous, 
» and his jealoufy was foon heightened into 
rage. He could not fuppofe, that there was: 
any deceit on the innocent lips of thefe chil 
dren, and he believed them to be ingenuous.. 
He arofe from the fopha, as if he had jut a 
_ waked, entered the apartment, where he ufual-- 
ly gave private audiences, and‘ordered Abalta~ 
mant to be inftantly fent for. - 
_ This favourite Haftened to the King ie 
proftrated himfcl, according to cuftom, in to- 
ken of refpeét and obedience; and the Sove~ 
‘feign, flsecty giving him time to raife him . 
felf, faidto him, * Abaltamant! What pu- 
nifhment does a man deferve, who feduces his: 
“Hei gibour’s wife?” ‘The law,” replied the 


oh, minifter, ‘* ordains that every man fhould be 


| feeated, as he*would have treated another im: 
‘his circumftances.”—“ It muft be fill more 
clearly explained, ”» replied Olenfa ; ‘¢ and-what 
would -the audacious man deferve, who fhould 
" Have violated the honour of tlie King, in the. 
perfon of his wife?”—“' A death fo fudden,’”” 
. replied Abaltamant, “as fhould leave no in- 

terval: 
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terval betwixt the crime and the punifhment,” — 

—‘ Monfter of ingratitude ! 1” exclaimed the | 
King, ‘* thou haft pronounced thine own fen- 
tence.” In that moment, he plunged his can- 
jard into his heart, and made his body be 
‘thrown into the pit deflined for the burial of 
criminals. — 

- On the firft motion that the King had made, 
in rifing from the fopha, the pages were fright- 
ened, and as they fled, had left the purfe, and 
the ten pieces of gold, which the Vizier had 
£iven them, 

- Olenfa having fatiated his vengeance, retir- 
ed to hischamber. The-firft objets that pre- 
fented themfelves to his attention, were the 
purfe, and the pieces of gold, lying icattered 
there. He called a flave, and afked him con- 
cerning the money. The flave anfwered, that 
he had feen’ the purfe hanging at the girdle of 
one of the pages, and thought it was a prefent 
from his Majefty. ** I never gave thefe chil- 
dren money,” replied Olenza; ** let them ap- 
pear before me immediately.” 

They arrived trembling and Seatned “Who 
was it that gave you this money?” enquired 
the King in a paffion. At this quefticn, and 
efpecially at the tone with which it was pro- 
nounced, thefe poor children, burfting into 
tears, mentioned the Viziers, and foon confef- 
fed the whole plot, which had been carried on - 

by 


/ 
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‘by their means and likewife the reward,’ 
“which had been promifed them. They had 
enever thought, that the King would kill A- 
baltamant fo fuddenly, and they were perfuad- 
ded, that the ‘Viziers were bad-men, who had 

-deceived them, and induced them to commit 
evil. 
“¢ Alas !” exclaimed this Prince, tormented 
with remorfe, “ what. good reafon had Abalta- 
<mant for wifhing to remain at adiftance from 
-my court! I premifed to him not toliften to a- 
-ny accufer ; he trufted my word; and I thought 
I was keeping it, by fhuting my ears againft 
the infinuations of his rivals: But they have 
deceived me by means of two children. I am 
become inone moment perjured, ungrateful,and 
an affaflin. O Abaltamant! how much I regret, 
‘that I cannot do you juftice on myfelf! But 
I will at leaft calm the remorfe of my con- 

Acience, by doing it on your enemies.” 

' After this,'Olenfa made the guilty Viziers 


he brought into his prefence. ‘+ Abominable 


Aeducers ! {did he to them, “* Traitors! Tme 
-poftors ! Do you flatter yourfelves, that heaven 
-will leave unpunifhed the crime that is com- | 
~gnitted in fecret, and that the innocent will-not 
‘be avenged? He who digs a ditch for his e- 
--memy, muft fall into it himfelf. Abaltamant 
abhorred your extortion. Freed from the 
wares of this life, he now repofes in the arms 


of 


ot 
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ef the divine Prophet. As for_you, unremit- 


ting and endlefs punifhments await you. Your 
foul, torn from your body, fhall be caft into 


that abyfs, where the fire will devour, but ne- 


ver deftroy it.” 
~He*made the two Viziers be Lihesded 


. that very 4nftant. Their bodies were given 


to wild beafts ; while that of Abaltamant was 
interred in a ftately tomb, which was built on 
purpofe toreceivehim. Thither the King and 
Queen often repaired, to offer up their devo 
tions, and fhed their tears on the marble which 


_ covered him. Nor did Olenfa ever forgive 


himfelf the murder, which too much precipis 
tation had led him to commit. 

“© See, Sire,” continued Aladin, “ what bit- 
ternefs, his forgetting himfelf, hath thed over: 


‘the life of a Sovereign, worthy, in other re~ 


fpeéts, of the affection of his people. See, 


‘how dangerous are eorrupted minifters! It 


is not at prefent any perfonal danger which- 


‘terrifies me. Dead or alive, my innocence 
‘fecures me the protection of Ged. But what 


uneafinefs and tears will it one day. coft your 
Majefty, fhould you put me to death. Hea~ 
ven will then haften to difclofe thé hateful plots 
of mine enemies. Ah! heaven grant that the 
heart of your Majefty may never be tortured 


with fuch remorfe!” ’ 


Woh di, te P Bohetzad 


t f “ ~ 
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- Bohetzad, always. more moved, and deeply | 


affected by the difcourfes which he heard, and 
by the refleCtions and fentiments with which 
they were mixed, could not determine to exe- 
-eute the fentence, which had been fo often pro- 
nounced, and caufed the minifter once more ve 
‘led back. to prifon. 
On this new aét of goodnefs, which his mi- 
- nifters teemed weaknefs, they aflembled, and 
~ goncerted a laft effort to influence the mind of 


the monarch. If Aladin fhould once efcape 


from their plots, all their lives would be in 
danger. They demanded an andience of the 
Queen, and were admitted. ‘* Madam,” faid* 
one of them to her, ‘ the King, allowing him- 
felf to be deceived by the bewitching fpeeches 
of the audacious fellow, who hath offended 
you both, delays his punifhment without any 
reafon. The people, attributing this to the 
influence of your protection, indulge them- 
felves in conjectures, moft injurious to you. 
Aladin is clearly guilty, fay they, but he 
will not be punifbed ; the Queen proteéts. him. 
eee 2 Queen, convinced by this, that her ho-. 
_ | nour was itained by thefe too frequent delays, 
{| complained of it herfelfto the King, And the 
| Sovereign, drawn on by fuch powerfull folici- 
tations, determined at length to put an end to 
kis irrefolution, by the punithment of the cri- 
} minal. He went to the divan, and in atone of 


feverity, ordered Aladin to be fent for. 
4 Seeing 


oe a- . e  e 


a 
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Sceing the cold and referved air of the Mos. — 
narch, the Viziers congratulated themfelves, 
on the fuccefs of the ftep they had taken with 
the Queen. | As foon as the prifoner appear- 
ed, they loaded him’ at once with the moft a: 
bufive inve@tives.” ‘¢ Wretch that: thou art,” 
faid they, ‘ the earth thirfts after thy blood. 
The worms are expecting thy body.” They 
thought to. draw on the opinion of the Sove- 
reign, and to direct his paffion to this points 
Aladin, without emotion, and difdaining to 
make them adireét reply, fpoke as follows: 

“One may, but without paflion, bear teftimo- 
ny againft the accufed. If he is convicted; 
juftice condemns him. But the judge, in def- 
eribing the crime, and pronouncing’ fentence, 
never forgets the attention, that is due to 

the creature of God, on whom the punifhe - 
ment is about to fall. Here I fee nothing but 
fury and jealous rage. ‘They are devoured. by 
their thirft for blood, and equity is not the ba~ 
fis of their judgments. All the injurious im~ 
putations; which have: been levelled againft 
me, yanifh. An invifible hand imprints on 
my forehead, the ferenity of innocence. An 
inward fentiment tells me, that having lived 
free from crimes, I fhall not be confounded 
with the guilty. Unhappy is the man,’ whofe 
confeience gives a contrary teftimony. He 
; FPS a endeavoursy 
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endeavours, in vain, to fhun the ftroke that 
threatens him. The hiftory of the Sultan: 
- Hebraim, and of his fon, isa proof of this. ? 

Bohetzad, firuck with aftonifhment at the 
intrepid firmnefs of Aladik, and the united rage: 
of his minifters, and rendered undecided by the 
fight of the-pi€ture before him, wifhed ftill to. 
hear the adventures of Hebraim; and the fuper- 
intendant having obtained permiffion to relate 
_ them, he thus, began : ; 


=. — —— 





Hi ipory. of the Sultan Hebraim, and bis Sones 
or the Predeftinated. ’ 


Tar Sulfan Hebraim, called by his birth, ti to. 
the government of extenfive dominions, had: 
enlarged them confiderably, by the fuccefs of’ 
his arms. But the want of an heir difturbed. 
the enjoyment of his glory. In vain had he, 
peopled his feraglio. with. the: moft beautiful: 
flaves. They only gratified his defires, but 

did not realife hishopes. One day, at length,. 
one of them exhibited marks of pregnancy. 

_. At this unexpeéted news, Hebraim, filled: 
with joy, loaded this favourite with prefents,. 
ordered prayers to be faid in all the mofques, . 
and confulted the moft fkilfull aftrologers, re-. 
fpeéting the fate of the Prince, whofe birth he- 
expected. In reality, the time being come,. 

> this. 
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this mother produced a fon, whofe birth was- 
celebrated by’ public rejoicings, and feafts,- 
which, during forty days, announced to the 
people the happinefs of the Sovereign, This 


time was employed in a very different man~  — 


ner by the aftrologers, who, watching to give ~ 
an account to the Sultan of the fuccefs of their 
~ labours, found themfelves embarrafled and con- 
fafed in their obfervations. They could not 
conceal from the Sultan, the nature of the ma- 
lignant influences of the ftar, which had pre- 
fided at the birth of-his fon. The orbit of 
his planet, black, and ftained with blood, an- 
nounced misfortunes,*which it would be diffis 
cult to refift. In fine, they unanimoufly de- 
clared, that before he was feven years old, the © 
infant would be expofed to the devouring jaws 
of a lion; but that if he could efcape the fury 
of that animal, during this determinate fpacé © 
of time, his hand would become fatal to the 
author of his exiftence, whofe life fhould be in 
danger: And that there was no other way by 
which he could efcape the evils that threatened 
him, but by becoming, by the effects of educa~ 
tion; an enlightened, wife and virtuous Prince. 
The anounciation of fo mournful a predic’ 
tion diffipated the joy of Hebraim, and the days 
of public happinefs were {pent by him in tears 
and in grief. Neverthelefs, as hope never for~ 
. fakes the unfortunate, he flattered himfelf, and 
te P 3. ‘was 
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was happy to think, ‘that it was:pofliblé to» 


fereen the heir of his power from the decrees of 


fate. It did not appear to him impoffible, to « 
protect his fon, from the attacks of the lion, till: 


the appointed term of feven years and, after~ 


having fnatched- him from the firft decree of * 


deftiny, he might, by carefully watching over« 
' his education, beget in him fentiments of wif- 


dom, and the love of virtue, and thus difprove 


the prediction of the aftrologers. 


After thefe refleGtions, the Sultan prepared ; 


2 retreat, on. the fummit. of a mountain, in~. 


which he was in. hope that his: fon would be - 


fafe from the attacks of the lion, for the feven 
years determined by fate. A number of work- . 


men were employed, in forming in the rock a. 


cavity of an hundred feet in depth, about an» 
hundred and fifty in length, and thirty in. 


breadth. . They let down into this, every ma-. 


terial neceflary to make a commodious lodging ; - 
and a {pring of water was found. there, but - 


they contriveda paflage for it, as well as for. 
- the rain water, which might be colleéted.in this’ 


cavity. They carried earth to it, and put plants. - 


there, which were foon in-a thriving, conde. 


_ tion. 
After “eee furnifhed this little palace in a 


proper manner, they let down into it, the . 


Prince and his nurfe, by the help of a pulley ;. 
together with every neceflary article for a 
month, 


~ 
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month. At. the-end of every moon, Hebraim™ 
came regularly to vifit his fon ; the nurfe laid © 
the child in a bafket, made of bulruthes, which ° 
was lifted ‘up to the very brim-of the entrance; = 
and while the father yielded’-te the -{weeteft « 
emotions of nature in“ carefling his fon,.a 
numerous guard, by the thundering found of — 
their inftruments, kept the wild beafts at a dif. 
tance. When the vifit was over, the provi- 
fions were renewed ;.and the cord, rolling upon 
the pulley, gently returned to the bottom of the ~ 
cave the bafket and the infant. 
This young Prince grew and profpered in » 
this folitary habitation, which a very. ftrong 
vegetation had adorned with trees and fhrubs 
of every kind. The fatal term, marked out 
by:the aftrologers, was almoftcompletely elap- 
fed. Only twenty days were wanting to fulfill 
_ the feven years, when a troop of unknown 
hunters, in vigorous purfuit of an enormous 
lion, which they had. already wounded, 
came to the fummit of the mountain, in full 
view of their prey. The furious animal, ter- 
rified by their fhouts, and.ftruck by arrows, 
which were fhot at it from every quarter, found 
this cavity in its courfe, and either blinded 
by terror, or being now in difpair, immediately 
darted into it. It fell upon a tree, which bend~- 
ing under its eae aleeumage’ broke the 
force 


a ARABIAN TALES: 


force of a fall, which would have dafhed i it toe 
Pieces on the bottom of this pit. . 

The terrified nurfe endeavoured to conceal: 
herfelf ; and the-monfter found the child, which- 
it grievoufly wounded on the fhoulder. On- 
hearing the cries of the infant, the nurfe, for-- 
getting her own danger, flew to his afliftance. - 
The lion darted at her, and having torn her in: 
pieces, was about to devour her, when the’ 
huntfmen, coming fuddenly up to the brink of 
the precipice, let fly at once a fhower of ar~- | 
rows upon the voracious animal. His body” 
was full of them, the blood guthed from every 
part of it, and an enormous ftone, thrown at his: 
head, killed him on the fpot. 

After this exploit; the huntfmen, anxious: 
to difcover the child, whofe cries refounded in 
this frightful habitation, eagerly defcended in-. 
to it. But, what was their aftonifhment, when 
they found there, at the fide of a dead woman, 
a beautiful infant, richly drefled, and {wimming 
in the blood of the wounds it had received! 
Their firft care was to affift the innocent crea- 
ture, which ftill breathed. They. bathed its 
wounds, and wrapped them up with healing 
herbs. As foon as the infant appeared more 
calm, they buried the nurfe, and examined this 
itrange retreat. The furniture of this {mall 
habitation appeared extremely rich, and a 
quantity of provifions was found there, which 

feemed 
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feemed to have come down from heaven, The. 
hunt{men took poffeflion of every thing by. 
the right of conqueft, and fought how they 
might take out of this dungeon, every. thing. 
it concealed. : 

The bafket of Bulrifties was firtt employed 
in drawing up the young child out of this ha- 
bitation, and-next-all the effects, the furniture: . 
and the provifions, were raifed by means of the 
pulley, which was fixed at the top of the cave. 
When every thing was out, a divifion was. 
made; The chief of the troop took poffeflion 
of the infant, in whofe prefervation he felt: 
himfelf ftrongly interefted, and carried it with: 
him to his own honfe, 

The only fon of the Sultan Hebraim had: 
by fallen i into good hands. His benefactor was a. 
man of diftinétion, wealthy, and without a 
fault, but that of an’ unlimited paffion for the. 
chace, Struck with the beauty, and the fweet- 
nefs of his young fcholar, he paid the greateft: 
attention. to.his eftablifhment. And when he- 
found him capable of anfwering his queftions, 
he endeavoured to learn from him who he was, 

_ and for what reafon he had been made’ to dwell 

in fo extraordinary an habitation: 

_ . “I know not,” repliedthe child ; “ I lived. 
with the woman whom you found dead; fhe gave 

me every thing 1 wanted. From time to time, . 


%.man, much bigger than you, came, and. ftood . 
xi ati. 


/ 
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at the top of the dwelling where you found 
me. I was’ put intoa bafket, and drawn up to 


_ him. He carrefied me very much, and called 


me his dear child. I called the woman nurfe, 
and fhe likewife ae I was her dear child. F > 
know nothing more.’ . 

The benefaétor could not conclude, from this 
fimple declaration, any thing elfe than that this 
child-owed its birth to patents of an illuftrious’ 
rank ; but he could not difcover the very ex-: 
traordinary reafon which had forced them to 
conceal its exiftence, by a method ftill more ex~ 
traordinary. Expeting that time would unra~ 
_ vel this myftery, he paid every attention to his' 
.. education, had lim inflru€ted in the feiences,: 
and trained up in exercifés fuitable to the moft. 
iluftrious defcent. 

The young difciple early anfwered the hopes: 
of his friend.. He excelled particularly in the: 
art of horfemanfhip, handled ‘every fort of 
weapon with dexterity, and, in general, acquired: 
all the knowledge neceffary for the moft tefo~’ 
late warrior or hunter. : 

- One day, as they were both mane in the 
divttate of fome tygers, they were fuddenly fur- 
rounded by a band of robbers. Abaquir (for: 
that was the young man’s name) difplayed, as 
wellas his mafter, prodigious feats of valour. 
But, overpowered by numbers, they were both: 
plundered. The prote@tor of Abaquir loft: 

his» 
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this life, sei he himfelf received bina! flight 
wounds; but the faintnefs which fucceeded was 
more the effect of fatigue than of blows. As 
foon as the robbers had difappeared, he came 
to himfelf: and being naturally courageous, he 
attempted, although deprived of every aid, to 

_erofs the defert, in order to reach fome iahabit- 
ed place, having nothing for his defence but a 
hunter’s javelin, which had been left on the field 
of battle. . - 

He had travelled but a few hours, when he 
perceived in the plain, a man in the habit of a 
dervife. He made hafte to join him, addrefled 
and faluted him. The dervife prevented him, 
by beginning the converfation himfelf. ‘* Beau- 
tiful young man,” faid he to him, “* you are 
naked and wounded. Who hath reduced you 


| to the diftrefied firuation in which I fee you?” 


Abaquir did not hefitate to relate his adventure 
“to this man, whom he took for fome holy per- 
fon, and confidently aiked from him fome food 
and clothing. ‘ Oneought,” replied the der- 
vile, *¢ to know what it is to ftrip himfelf in 
order to cloath his brother, and to fhare with 
him his food, in order to preferve him.” At the 
fame time; he covered the young man with his 
cloak, made him fit down, and drew from a fort 
_of wallet, fome dates, bread baked with the milk 
of a camel, and abottle of the fkin ofa goat, 
-eontaining five orfix pints of water. * Hold,” — 
faid 
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faid he, ** you fhall have the repaft of a peni- 
tent. I carry thefe with me to fupply my own 
wants and thofe of others ; but we will go. to. 
my cave, and there you will find both “tepole 
and plenty.” 

Abaquir, before he began to eat, returned 
thanks to the holy Prophet, for fo feafonable: a 
relief. When the firft calls of necellity were 
fatisfied, the dervife prevailed upon him to go 


‘ with him to his cell, which was at ‘to ‘great : 


diftance. °  , fs Or 
Abaquir ‘was received there with every 


mark of benevolent charity. His wounds were 
wafhed and dreffed, and the moft nourithing 
food was fet before him. Th this wild habita- 
tion, ‘the tables and chairs were nothing | ‘but 
ftones, rudely thrown ‘together 5 ‘and the” beds 
were made of heaps of mofs ; but it was very 
well for Abaquir, who had been reduced. to the 
want of every thing. Befides, the attention of 


_ his landlord fupplied the want of conveniences 


in this retreat. The young man conceived the 
highett idea of the proféffion of a dervife, from 
its infpiring fentiments’ fo humane. 

_ My dear child,’ faid the difguifed perfon 
to him, “‘fubmitto the care which I take plea- 
fure to beftow on you ; do not place all to the 


account of religion. You infpire me’ with*a ° 


firong intereft, and if you with togo away from 
soon you muft at leaft tarry till bis are perfect- 


ly 
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ly recovered of your wounds; for the paflage — 
from this defert is extremely difficult.” | 

Although the young man could not but thew 
himfelf grateful for fo much attention, yet it 
did not appear uncommon to him. Accuftom- 
ed tothe tender careffes of his nurfe, to’thofe of 
his father, and of his generous benefactor, who 
had fince direéted his education, the attentions 
of the pretended dervife, feemed to him affec- 
tionate and natural. The latter, by degrees, 
came to know all the adventures of Abaquir, 
and appeared to take in him an intercift, always 
more marked. 

“‘ Fither I am much deceived, child,” fuid 
the reclufe, “‘ or I perceive that you are refer- 
ved for very high fates: and I devote mylelf 
to become your conduéter, in this fortunate 
career. I will reftore to you this father, who 
took fo much pleafure in lavifhing his carefles 
upon you.”—‘* Ah! if you can,” replied A- 
baquir, ‘* condu& me to him immediately.”’— 
“In your prefent condition? No, my child, you 
are unacquainted with mankind, Nature {peaks 
not with the great in favour of a flranger, co- 
_vered with the old cloak ofa dervife: Before 

you could obtain a hearing, you would expe- 
rience the treatment referved for an impoftor, 
and there would be a number of interefted 
people, ready to forbid you all accefs. Burat 
prefent you are with a man who loves you, 
and whofe refources are inexhauftible. A 


ick 11h, Q. difguit 
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difguft at the riches and vanities of the world, 
made me form the refolution of retiring from 
it. But to-morrow, if I choofe, I can have. 


‘more of them in my poffeflion, than would 


fatisfy the ambition of the moft wealthy 
potentates on earth. I can thew you part of 
them. The earth conceals treafures, which I can 
force her to give up. Not far from this there 
is great abundance of them, and I will conduaét 
you thither. You fhall take what may be ne- 
ceflary to carry you to your father’s court, 
preceded by an hundred camels, loaded with 
_ the richeft ftuffs of the Eaft, and each of them 
Jed by a flave. You fhall be furrounded by-a 
_ guard, which will fecure you refpedt, a 
‘you pafs.” 

Abaquir was loft an | adtnivadion: He conld 
not imagine that thefe magnificent promifes 
were real, when he looked upon the coarfe 
cloak with which he was covered, ‘the furni- 
Aure, and the fantaftic utenfils of his landlord. 
The latter, after having been fome moments 
Toft in refle@tion, thus refumed his fpeech : 
‘*Oh! my child, never let appearance deceive 
you! the more you advance in years, the more 
you will learn to diftruft its illufions. Tama 
dervife by inclination, but another man is con- 
cealed under my cloak. He hath taken a 
_ friendfhip fox you, and it is he who wifhes to 
haflen your happinefs. aes the clothes which 


I wear - 


oe Pan, ee ee eee a ee 


ad 
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TD wear ate. not mean. ated is one which be= 
comes none but brave and powerful men.” At 
the fame time, the pretended dervife opened his 
callocis, and difcovered, a girdle of redy yellow 
and green filk, ** Take courage, young man |”? 
continued he, ‘to-morrow 1 will thewyou great | 
things. - Our attention will be engaged about 


your fortune. 1 fhall-be able, without being © 


obliged to gofar, to find out this fingular cave, 


_ in’which yon .was brought up. I fhall know 


the architect,. And in a month, after having 
finithed all.our preparations, we will depart 


for your father’s court, witha train of atten-  _ 


dants, that will force SHETY. body to come and 


meet us,” 





The difcovery-of this girdle under fais: had . 


i Aeick. Abaguir. with aftonifhment, He des 
pended upon the promifes of his new prote@or, 


and accepted his offers, ‘“At leaft,” continue 
ed this extreordinary man, © as foon as you’ 
thall, be at your father’ s_houfe, and, notwith- 
ftanding the:, pain, which our feparation will 


colt you, + require your permifiion, to return 


to my, folitaryz manner of life. Past Wilingly,” 
replied Abaquir; ‘* but you will not, prevent 
me from conducting you thither.” 

‘On the morning of the next day, the dervife 


rf made the, young man take’a bafket with pro= 
_ vifions for breakfutt, anda parcel of ropes + and 







they went together to the bottom | of a fleep 
Siri : Q2.. “mountains 
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" mountain. When they had arrived there, the 
companion of Abaquir encouraged him to 
exert new ftrength.  “ You may,” faid he, _ 
-**fuffer a little fatigue, but reflecting that you : 
are to reap the fruit of it, you muft redouble 
"your courage. Be not aftonifhed at what you 
are about to fee. This-mountain contains im 
its bofom, a treafure which. cannot be eftimat- 
ed. Thefe riches are abandoned to magi like 
me. * But we defpife uling them for ourfelves. 
Don’t fpend your time in gathering gold, which 
you will find here in great quantity ; take no- 
thing ‘but precious ftonés; this is the beft 
“method of enriching yourfelf {peedily.”. 
After this advice, the dervife threw off his 
| cloak,:and appeared as a magician, He was 
covered only with his large party-coloured 
girdle, which adorned his breaft and loins, and 
whofe extremities hung down upon his legs. 
He took from a purfe which hung from his girdle, 
an inftrument for ftriking fire, and having lighted 
ataper, he burnt perfumes, and running over a 
‘book which covered his breaft, hé pronounced 
with aloudvoice, a magical chatm. Scarcely had 
he finifhed, when the earth fhook under his feet, 
opened before him, and difcovered a fyuare- 
-ftone of marble, upon the middle of which the , 
Magician immediately fcattered perfumes. 
When he thought the air would be fufficiently 
‘pufified and refrethed with them, he girded. 
eee oh Pe Abaquir 
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| Abaquir. with a rope under. his arms, put a 
_taper in his hand, and let. him dowa into the’ 
opening. - ‘ 

As foon as eel had eet into it, his er 
were dazzled by the fplendor of the riches with 
which he was furrounded, But faithful to 
the advice of the magician, he picked up only 
precious ftones, with which he filled the baf- 
ket, which his guide had let down to him by 2 
cord, When it was full, and lifted out of the 
pit, the magician took it; and at that moment 
a dreadful noife was heard, the fatal trap was 
fhut, and the young Abaquir found himfelf 
fwallowed up in the bowels of the earth, with- 
out any hope of ever getting ont. 

- He believed he was betrayed by the magi- 
cian, and, without great vigour of mind, would 
have abandened himfelf to defpair. But, af- 
ter having fhed fome tears, he retraced in his 


*» memory the events of his former life. Threat. 


ened, in his early infancy; with becoming the 


_ prey of a lion, providence had protected 


him from danger. - Attacked afterwards by 
robbers, the fame proteCtion had faved him. 
*¢ The arm which hath defended me,” faid he, 
“ will not ceafe to do fo fi; I am innocent, 
and betrayed.”” In this confidence, he pro- 


_ ftrated himfelf before Him, who has the keys 


Sampeet ~" 
se nee | 
a re ET 


of the deep; and refted with hiconfidence i in Hee 
piGance, .<45.- 
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. By the light of the candle, which was ftilb 
pee he examined the immenfe cave which 
ferved him for a prifon; he thought he per-. 
ceived ‘in the bottom a paiage, the path of 
which could not be followed without ftooping. 
He approached it with his light, but there. 
came from it fo ftrong a wind, that it was in- 
ftantly extinguished. Far from leffening his 
hopes, this accident feemed to encreafe them. 
So violent a wind announced to him a paflage 
outward. He entered it with great difficulty, 
and almoft creeping in this darknefs:. As he 
. advanced, he heard a hollow noife, whofe mur- 
mur prefaged to him fome fingular event. He 
foon perceived, that he dipt his hands and his 
knees in a {pring of running water: he raifed . 
his head, and finding that he could take fome 
veft, he fat down upon a ftone, which he had 
_ met with, amid the murmurs of many other 

ftreams, which flowed from thefe deep caves. . 
He filled the hollow of his hand with this wa- 
ter, which was frefh, anddelicious. He drank 
of it, and after having recruited his ftrength, 
he continued this fatiguing journey. But 
thefe little ftreams, which thus far had only 
run upon the ground, had here hollowed out 
a bed for themfelves. He was obliged to en- 
ter it, and the farther he advanced, the more 
the danger encreafed, till at laft he began to 
fwim. The darkacis around him at length, 
began 


i ~ 
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began to be diflipated. The cavern grew 
wider and higher, and admitted a feeble ray of 

‘light, which feemed to announce that the out- 

’ Jet was near. The firength of the fwimmer 

increafed with his hopes; and he foon found 
himfelf under the vault of heaven, at the mo- 

ment when the fun was ceafing to adorn it, 
and the goddefs of the night was fucceeding 

to the tafk. 

Abaguir muft now repofe without fear, 
for his itrength was exhautfted, He laid him- 
felf upon the ground, and, overcome with fa- 
tigue, foon fell afleep. He had but few of the 
wet clothes, which he had received from the 
magician, toput off. The rubbing of the flints 
had carried away part of them, and the re- 
mainder was but threds. 

The finging of birds now announced the re- 
turn of morning, and the firft rays of the fun 
awaked Abaquir. “This young Prince, on o- 
pening his eyes, recollected the dangers from 
which he had juft efeaped. He retraced the 
moft trifling circumftances of them in his me- 
mory. . He thought he remembered to have 
feen, in the frightful cavern he had traverfed, 
the carcafes of fuch as had fallen vidtims to ~ 
the ambition of: the wicked magician. This 
remembrance filled his foul with terror and 
- difmay; but at the fame time, he felt the 
ae of the bleflings of the Almighty hand, 

‘: which 


”_ 
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which had’ miraculoufly refctted him from this 
tomb. His eyes, raifed to heaven, and fwim-- 
ing in tears, exprefied his gratitude, while his’ - 
lips celebrated the praifes of the beat due 
_and of his Prophet. ¢ 

Thefe firft duties being fulfilled, it became 


-~ neceflary to appeafe, by fome food, the hunger 


which preyed upon him. In running round 
the borders of a fmall lake, where he was, he 
perceived fome reeds, of which he fucked the 
ftalks, and chewed the roots with his teeth. 
‘He dug up the earth all around, which fur- 
nifhed him fach fupplies as his urgent need te- 
quired. By the help of care and patience, he 
at laft regained his ftrength with his courage. 
He then took up fome fhreds of his clothes, al-- 
ready dried by the fun, and fixed them toa 
girdle, made of the leaves of reeds; and by 
fearching carefully, he found a ftick, which ~ 
ferved him at once for fupport and: defence. 
"He arrived, at length, after much fatigue, up= 
ona little plain, from whence he difcov ered a 
neighbouring city, to which he direéted his 
fteps, by the firft road that prefented itfelf. 

As foon as he was perceived by the inhabi- 
tants, one of them ran to meet him, atid ap~ 
peared eager to lavifh upon him the afliftance, 
of which his extefnal appearance fhewed he. 
had need. He foon: obliged him to take an 

_afylum in his houfe, where he was received 
oy WEAR with 
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Sultan!” replied the altrologers, “+ fince> the 
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with Jeindnefs ; 3 the recital of his sihshbbieiinls 


was liftencd to with feeling, and he found con~ 
fidents in his misfortunes. And now, without 
feeling a moment’s uneafinefs concerning the 
fate of this young Prince, let us return to the 


Sultan Hebraim, his father, much more afflic- 


ted than he, by the actomplifhment of .the 
mournful predidtion. \ 
The fecond day after the defeat of the ine 


_ was the rigorous term afligned by the ait rolom 


gers. The Sultan, thinking to reap, at Jength, 

the fruit of his cares and prudence, appeared 
at the top of the opening; and announced his 
arrival, as ufual, by the found of a horn. 
But no body having anfwered his fir fignal, 

Hebraim, uueafy at this filence, made fome 
of his officers go down into the pit; who, af- 
ter much diligent but fruitlefs fearch, found: 
nothing in it, but the paw of a lion. This 
unhappy father doubted no longer the death 
of his fon’; he returned in hafte to his palace, 
and fent for the fame aftrologers, whom he 


_ pad formerly ‘confulted, refpeéting his fate. 


‘Unhappy, that’I am!” faid he to them, 
“your fatal predi iGtion is verified ; my fon has 
beer devoured by a lion, before the expiration 
of thé feven’ years ; for in the retreat which I 
prepared fér‘him,; I have found nothing but 
the paw-of an enormous lion.”—* Invincible 


evere 
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event forces from you an acknowledgment. of © 
the truth of our prefage, we muft congratu- 
late you now on being beyond the reach of an 
inevitable death, which he, whofe lofs you 
deplore, would have brought upon you. — 
Your fon, falling under his deftiny, has died 
in innocence, and you are preferved.”. This 
refletion brought fome relief to the natural 
forrow of the Sultan, and time completely ef- 
faced the rernembrance of it.) > ; 

In the mean time, Abaquir, of eae we 
muft not lofe fight, grew weary of his idlenefs: 
- in this little village, where he had been fo well 
received, —His landlord had a numerous fa- 
_mily, and but; very fmall refources for their 
maintenance. The young Prince, being un- 


~ willing: to be a burden to him, went frequent~ ~ 
ly to hugt inthe country, One day, ashehad — 


killed a deer, and was preparing to lay it on his 
thoulders, he was fuddenly furrounded bya troop 
of horfemen, and doubted not, but he was in the. 
' middle of a band of robbers. ** Companion !”” 
. faid the chief to him, “ you hunt on foot, and 
catry nothing but a bow. ~ There are, how-. 
ever, in thefe deferts many lions and tygers, 
and you may fome day be worfted. Come 
and hunt along with us, and we will give you 
an excellent horfe.? Abaquir, already eager 
for the chace, thought he had found an excel. 
si opportunity of following bis inclination, 
~~ and 
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and of relieving his landlord of the burden'vf - 
his entertainment. He brifkly replied to this 
offer, by faying, that he accepted-the favour 
they intended-him of admitting him into their - 
number. The chief of the band, perceived, 
by this reply, that the young man, who was 
as yet a novice, had not underftood his propo- 
fal in its true fenfe, and thus refumed his 
fpeech: ** Sinee you are willing to join us, 
we will breakfaft together, to confirm our ac- 
quaintance.” Upon this, the reft of the band 
difmounted, opened their knap-fack, and be- 
gan each to fatisfy his appetite. ‘* Since you 
are one of us,” faid the chief, ** I muft inform 
you of the laws,- by which we are governed. 
We love and affift one another as brethren; 
we make an equal divifion of our booty, and 
we fwear to be faithful in life, or in death.”— 
** T have already lived emong hunters,” repli- © 
ed Abaquir; “ I love that way of life, and 
you muft know, that,, if I do not owe my 
_ birth to them, I am at leaft indebted to them 
for my life. Your laws appear to me ex- 
tremely equitable.” Since it is fo,” faid the 
chief, “ I have nothing more to do-but inftruct 
you in our police. Although I am only your 
equal, every one here fubmits to me as their 
chief. “And, as it is neceffary, that I fhould 
be feared and refpeGted, I treat, with extreme 
ibid all thofe who difobey my orders.” 

: The 
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* The. moment you affociate in a\band,” faid 
Abaquir, * fubordination is effentially necefla- 
ry.”’——‘' Swear then upon the Alcoran, and by 
the name of the Holy Prophet,” replied the 
chief, “ to fubmit to all our laws, without li- 
mitation.” As foon as Abaquir heard the di-. 
vine book mentioned, he believed he had got 
among faints ; and without hefitating took the 
Alcoran, put it thrice upon his heart, his 
head, and his lips, and promifed more than 
was required of him. Thus was. he enrolled, 
without knowing it, in the number of the great- 
- eft mifcreants of thedefert. Allhis new compa- 
‘nions embraced him with joy. He,mounted a 
fine horfe, ‘was covered with a cloak, and armed 
with a fabre, a bow, and a fpear. Abaquir was 
delighted, and perceived not, till next day, the 
rafhnefs of the engagements hé had eome under. 
In a fhort time, thefe vagabonds fpread them- 
felves in the defert, and robbed and plundered 
travellers and caravans. Their number was 
~every day encreafed, by the fuccefs of their fa- 
‘tal expeditions. At length, their ravages be- 
came fo confiderable, that the Sovereign of 
thefe countries put himfelf at the head of fome 
troops to purfue them. This was the Sultan 
Hebraim. The robbers were furrounded on - 

every fide; and Abaquir, being at the head of © 
the band, was particularly aimed at.by the 
Sultan. But the young man, warding off the 
danger 
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‘danger which threatened him, wounded his ad» 
-verfary with an arrow; while, in another 
quarter, the fubjeéts of the-Prince had made 
_themfelves mafter of the robbers. Every one, 
that did not fall by the fword, was taken pri- 
- ‘foner ; and thefe deferts were at laf cleared of 
this wandering and deftrudtive band. 

The Sultan, however, was very grievonily 
wounded.. On his return to the capital, and 
after having received fome medicines for his 
‘hurt, he fent for the aftrologers. ‘* Impof- - 
tors |?’ faid he to them, “* did you foretell, that 
I owas to. die by the hand ofa robber? You 

‘ who threatened me only with dying by that of 
my ‘fon !”——‘‘ Sultan,”’ replied they, ‘+ every 
thing which we have foretold is ‘unhappily 
but too true. -Firft let your Highnefs exa- 
mine the criminal ; inform yourfelf frem what 
hand the fatal arrow came, and then form your 
opinion of us.’” > 

~Hebraim made all the saanéet be brought 
nto his prefence, and promifed them their 
lives and their liberty, if they would difcover 

- the perfon that wounded him. , 

“* It was I,” faid Abaquir, with firmnefs ; 
‘* I have been fo unfortunate, as to attack the 
_ life of my Sovereign, whom I did not know, 
and Ideferve death.”—‘* Take courage young 
man!” faid the aftonifhed Sultan. “ Tell me 
only who you are, and who is your father.” 


Vou. bi Bh sae | Upon x 
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Upon this demand, Abaquir gave a full detail _ 
of his hiftory, fo far as was confiftent with his 
knowledge, up to that part of it, where the 
lion wounded him, and devoured ‘his nurfe. 
The relation was interrupted, by the vifible 
change, which was obferved on the counte- 
nance of the Sultan: but fomewhat recovered 
from this firft emotion, Hebraim warmly foli- 
cited the account of his adventures. The 
; young’ Prince continued his hiftory, and end- 
ed by defcribing the dread he had felt when 
fighting againft the Sultan.—* Stop! 1 faid 
Hebraim, with tears in his eyes. *¢ Approach, 
and fhew me the bite of the lion.” Abaquir 
obeyed. ‘* 1 have reached the truth,” ’ex- 
claimed the Sultan, as he examined the fear: 
+‘ Hefitate no- more, my dear'{on, come into my 
arms. Let me have at leaft the confolation, before 
going down to the grave, of having found my 
only fon.—Aftrologers !” faid he, turning to- 
wards them, ‘‘ you have told me truth, as far 
as it was poflible for you, but I was in the 
wrong to confult you about my deftiny; we 
ought to fubmit in filence to the decree pro- 
nounced upon us; in feeking to fhun it, we 
only increafe “its weight.” Then addrefling 
the whole court: ‘* Viziers! and grandees of 
the realm,” faid he to them, ‘ acknowledge, 
_ gs your rightful sovereign, Ben-Hebraim, my 
only 
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only, fon, and aflift him in’ fulfilling, with digs’ 
nity, the difficult duties of the throne.” 
“Abaquir having been immediately crowned, 
under the name of Abaquit-Ben-Hebraim, his 
father died.- He caufed the arrow, which had 
entered his body, to be pulled ont, and his life 
efcaped, withthe blood which iffued from the 
large wound; while he reverenced: the decree, 
whofe execution he had drawn upon himfelf, 
arid bleffed God for grenhng him an heir, who 
was worthy: of his crowtis: 

Ben-Hebraim, early called to the govertis: 
ment of a kingdom, but inftruGed hy advarfi« 
ty, brought up amid labour, and virtuous 
from principle, fhewed himfelf worthy of the 
public confidence, The adventure of the mae 
gician, and the robbers, put him on his-guard 
againft appearances, He pardoned the latter, 
but ardently wifhed, that heaven would bring 
the former under his power, that he might 
make him-an example of juftice. | 

One day, as this: young Sultan was paffing’ 
through the market places of the city, in dif- 
guife, he perceived a ftranger, furrounded by a 
croud, whom curiofity had attraéted. They 
were admiring fome diamonds and jewels, of 
the moft exquifite beauty. 

Ben-Hebraim obferved this ftranger atten- 
tively, and under.the rich drefs of an Arme~- 
nian, he Fei piecing: his unfortunate dervife.., 

ave R2 The: 
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The tone of his: voice, and his ftriking’ ait, 
matked him fo frongly, that it was impofhible 
to miftake him, 


_ The Sultan fpeedily returned to his palace, - 


and fent fecretly for.the youngeft of: the rob- 
bers, whom he had kept, on account of the 
happy difpofitions | he had difcovered - in him, 
and-of the avertion he had fhewn for a manner. 


: _ of life, which he had.formerly been compelled. 


to embrace. 
“ Margam 1! faid mn tohim, “ I have need: 
of your. aliftance, in delivering the world from. 


-amoft dangerous man.” And, at the fame: 


- time, he pointed out to him the part he was’ 


to a&t, in the plan which they hag pce trans 


a together. 


Two days after, Hes Ehcbeaien fent to the. 
kine his. chief: eunuch, attended by four offi~ 
‘cers of the palace, and*a train of flaves, to in« 
vite the Armenian jeweller, Daboul, to come 
to the palace. And for this purpofe, one of 
the fineft horfes in the ftables was led to iim. 

The pretended Armenian’was aftonifhed at- 
fo much honour ; and not fuppofing that this. 
‘invitation had any other motive than curiofi- 


- ty, he colle&ted his moft precious effeéts, and: 
_ intended to dazzle every eye, by the magnifi- 


cence of the prefent he was to carry to the. 
Sultan. He entrufted two of his own flaves. 


Litdeirn 
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swith it;-and allowed himfelf to be conducted 
by the eunuch. 

As foon as he arrived at'the gates of the pa- 
lace, a deputation from the Sultan, with an 
officer at their head, came to prefent him with 
a richly ornamented box, and filled with Bete/*. 
All the halls. of the palace which he croffed,.. 
were perfumed with aloes and fandal ; he paf- 
fed thus even to the moft retired clofet of the 
Sultan’s apartment. 

Margam, in the robes of a Sultan, feated 
upon. an elevated fopha, well inftruéted in 
what he was to do and fay, was waiting for 
the ftranger. Before concerting with him, 
Ben-Hebraim had acquired fome knowledge 
in the magical art, the effe&t of which will foon 
be perceived. ; 

At the fight of Daboul, Margam defcend- 
ed from the fopha, and came to meet the pre- 
tended Armenian, without allowing him time 
to kneel, as was ufual ; and made him fit down 
on the fopha, giving: him the right hand place. 
‘¢ Permit this homage,” added he ; ‘ it is that 
of a young magician towards his matter.” 
The. aftonifhed Daboul was filent. ‘ Here 

Ri:35 are. 
* Betel. Aplant which grows in India. It attaches 
itfelf to trees like ivy. The Indians hold it in great 


--eftimation, and believe it good for firengthening the - 
gums, and for the. ftomach, . 


/ 
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are my proofs !” purfued Margam, and -uncd.. 
vering his deliman, he fhewed-him the red, 
yellow, atid green coloured girdle, which a-. 
‘dorned his breaft. “I earneftly wifhed,” con- 
tinued the falfe Sultan, “again to bring near me - 
the man, for whom, wonderful circumftances.- 
have infpired, me with as much refpe& as cu-. 
tiolity ; the moment is now-come, and I con. 
gratulate myfelf upon it.” 

** Sultan !”? replied Daboul, “ en feience 
is uhited with power, evéry thing muft bend: 
before them. And you fee me in ‘admira-. 
“tion, at being within the reach of kifling the 
feet of anéther Solomon.”—* Let us leave to 
ordinary mien,” faid Martgam, “ the defire of: 
external refpect. I feek not for empty homage, 
but am defirous’ to. obtain new knowledge. | 
Befides, what is an- earthly fovereignty, fub- 
jeGed to fo much labour, and-expofed to fo 
many dangers, compared to that: which you 
enjoy? What a happinefs to ‘be able to ac- 
quire immenfe riches, ahd to diffufe the blef- 
fings thereof, without being burdenfome to 

any !”—‘* I cannot, @ wife Sultan !” replied 
‘ Daboul, “ but approve of this'noble ambition, 
‘and thefe virtuous fentiments. Wecan make. 
ourfelves mafters of many things, with great. 
facility, and without delivering a whole 
people to mifery, and the horrors of war; we- 
facrifice but one man,”—“‘ ‘That is precifely,”” 
interrupted. 
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sdicceneed Margain, “what I wanted to avoid. 
Twould, with to be able to fave a man, and ie: : 
is on this very fubje& I was defirous to con-. 
fult you."—« To fave him?” faid Daboul.. 
‘* When he is predeftinated to it, one could not 
preferve-him, even by putting himfelf in his . 
place.”—“‘ In this cafe he muft be abandoned ; 
but I would with at leaft that he might only 
be a flave.”—“ Sultan! you would obtain no- 
thing; he muft be a victim of confequence, and . 
of a diftinguifhed rank.”—“ But it appears to 
me,” faid Margam, “ that in a choice like this, 
one is expofed-to dangerous refentments.”— . 
“There is a method of confulting before hand,” 
replied the magician; ‘‘ fuch as I made ule of 
in my laft fearch, and I received for anfwer, In 
order that Margam may run fome danger, it 
-would be neceffary that he fhould meet with his 
vidtim on earth. Now, having put him two 
hundred feet below ground, I would not fear 
the:danger of his return.”’ . 

After appearing to. mufe, Margam added, . 
‘Jt will be-neceflary then, that I overcome 
my {cruples ; I have only one thing to defire 

-of you. Wecan work together during your 
refidence hete. Iam-going to fhow you the 
book whichI have upon my breaft, and with 
you to give me yours. Daboul could not re- 
fufe ; he was in a place where every thing was 

. fubje& to the power of the Sultan. Margam 

took the book, carelefsly approached aburn- 


ing 
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ing pan, and threw itin. The magician wifh:- 
ed to pull it out, but at that inftant the real © 
Sultan, coming from behind acurtain, ftopped : 
him. ‘ Wretch,” {aid he, ‘thy hour is come, 
Thou art in prefence of Abaquir thy. victim, . 
and.at the fame time of Ben Hebraim, Sove« 
reign of thefe dominions.” Then addrefling his » 
page,’ * Margam,” faid he to him, “ lay afide 
your royal drefs, and make my eunuchs ap- 
proach! Infamous magician !” continued he, . 
{peaking to Daboul, “fee how the deceitful il- - 
lufions of thy art, have hurried thee under the 


{word which muft ftrike thee.. Whither fhall — 


guilt flee when heaven purfues it? When the 
divine vengeance arifes from the bowels of the 
earth to ftrike.”” . : 

At thefe words the magician + remained in: 
horror. But ina fhort time, the terrible re- 
morfe which gnawed his confcience appeared 
to have the fame effect upon him, that the hot 
fire had upon his deteftable book. ‘¢ I burn!” 
exclaimed he at fhort*intervals, and fetting up 
difmal fhrieks. ‘* Let him be conducted from : 
the palace,” faid the Sultan, ‘ and let his head - 
be cut off in prefence of his flaves, and of the: 
apne who are there affembled.”’ 


Aladin thus finithed the aor of the Sue 
san Hebraim, and of his fon; And aftera mo- 
_ ment’s: 
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ment’s filence, he again addrefled himfelf to Boe: 
hetzad. 

‘“‘ Sire, I might here apply - to my own ad-, 
ventures, the reflections which ‘naturally arife. 
from the hiftory you have juft heard. But if the, 
decree of heaven hath not determined my de- 
liverance, there is no means whatever, which: 
could fave me from,the danger in which I am 
involved. The charaéters imprinted upon my 
forehead, decide concerning my fafety, and the 
fuccefs or the fhame of my enemies. Bat at 
all events I fhall remain rich in my innocencey. 
and fooner or latter it will triumph. 

Bohetzad, more irrefolute than ever, gave- 
notice by a fignal, that the minifter was to be 
ednducted back to prifon. 

"The tenth day had juft appeared, fince the 
eoiidemnation of the young Aladin had been’ 
fo often deferred. It was the time of a feftival. 
The grandees, the courtiers, and the nobility of 
the kingdom, were affembled around the throne, 
which was a duty they were obliged to fulfill. 
The ten Viziers’had all their creatures there. 
Some of thefe, authorifed by the duties of their - 
ftation, undertook to fpeak to the King a- 
gainft the fuperintendant, by repeating all the 
ftrongeft and moft deceitful things that had 
been faid, in order to bring the Sovereign to 
the decided refolution of exercifing againft this 
convicted criminal all the feverity of juttice. 

They 
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‘Fhey finifhed by infinuating, that, being de. 
fcended from robbers, nothing was to be ex=- 
peéted from him but crimes. Every one ap= 
peared to fupport thefe aflertions, by looks: and 
_ geftures. 


The unanimity of thefe advices, in appear=- 


ance fo difinterefted, fhook the Monarch once. 
more. He thought himfelf obliged to acknow- 


juhtify the itrefolution of his conduct. I do 
not meati that the wicked attempt fhould re+ 


main unputithed, but I would with, that the 


criminal hirofelf, couvineed that he has merits 
ed death, thould be forced to acknowledge the 
equity of the judgement by which he is con- 
demned. After this obfervdtion, he ordered: 
the criminal, who was ftill loaded with irons, 
to be brought before him. ** Audacious young: 


“man,” faid he to him, ‘* you fee around me the- 


reprefentatives of my nation, to whom the con~ 
tinuance of your life is a grievance, It is only 
by your death that the murmurings of my. 
people can be appeafed.””” Be 

** Sire,” replied Aladin, with refpett- aid 
dignity, ‘* as to the crime with which fo many 
voices feem to accufe me, and with whofe ven-. 
geance I am purfued, I throw it. always far 
from me, even to the fhadow of fufpicion. If 


the nation were here worthily reprefented, it’s- 


voice would be the voice of God, and would: 
be 


ledge thefe marks of zeal by thanks, and to: 


Pee ee 


ARABIAN TALES. 283. 


te lifted up in favour of my innocence. This’ 
woice, to whofe found every one is deaf at this 

moment, yet refounds at the bottom of your 

Majefty’s heart. The fowler has lefs power to 

fmother with his hands the bird which he 
holds in them, than you have to takeaway my 
life. Your clemency alone would not have led 

you to have deliberated fo long, if the finger of 
God did not weigh in your heart, the atrocity 

of the imputations with which I am charged, 

and if the power of the ftar which rules my 

fortune, were not oppofedto my fall. I-find 

among the adventures of the family of Seli- 

qgnanfha, innumerable circumftances, that have 

_-arefemblance to mine. Balavan his fon found, 

in attempting the death of one of his nephews, 

that no human power can haften the moment 

of death market! out by Providence.”—* I 

fhould with to know,” faid Bohetzad, “if you 

can fhew us in the hiftory of this family, an ex- 

ample of ingratitude like yours.” 








Hiftory of Seliman/ba and bis Family. 
. Sire,” replied the young fuperintendant im~ 
mediately, ‘“hiftory has preferved to us the me- 
mory of a King of Perfia, named Selimantha, 
athe poffeffed all the virtues of a great Sove- 


reign: 
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reign. His family confifted of two fons ; bit 
- ‘was increafed by an only daughter of Kalifla 
‘his brother, whom this laft, when dying, ‘had en= 
trufted to his care. Senfible of this preference, 
Selimantha forgot nothing, in order to return 
this confidence. His love for his brother, join- 
ved to the pureft virtues, engaged him to beftow 
‘the greateft care on the education of this Prin- 
‘cefs, whom he looked upon as his own daugh- 
‘ter. Attentions fo marked, and favours fo de- 
‘licate, met in this young difciple’ the happieft- 
-difpofitions, and foon brought her to a great 
‘degree of perfection. 
+ From the age of twelve, the charms of her 
perfon, and the graces of her mind, made her 
‘be remarked by perfons of her own féx, as the 
_ ftarof morning in the bofom of the firmament. 

. Her well-ftored memory always enabled her 
to difplay the foundnefs of her judgement. 
She was. fo well acquainted with the Alcoran, 
as to repeat chapters. of it at pleafure ; and the 
‘explained its meaning, with a precifion that de- - 
lighted every hearer. : 

Selimantha, feeing his amiable niece fit for 
‘marriage, thought he could not difpofe 
of her hand better, ‘than by beftowing it on 
one of his fons. He propofed this to thé Prin- 

_cefs, leaving her however abfolute miftrefs of 
her choice. ‘Tei is ay your happinefs that 
ae I feek, 
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“I feek, daughter ; Eromenness cand eagn fhall . 

* follow your decifion.’ - 

* On whofe judgment could I better rely, 
than on yours?” replied Chamfada. “ I com- 
mit myfelf entirely to the tendernefs of which — 
I have every day the moft affe&ting proofs, 
from the moft beloved parent ; and I fubmit 
_ with pleafure to every thing which your wif- 

- dom fhall determine concerning me.” 
*¢ Your confidence flatters me,”’ replied the 
* good Monarch, ‘“ and I would redouble my af- 
feétion for you, didI think it capable of being 
increafed. Since you leave to me the difpofal 
‘ of your lot, I will join it to that ef my fecond 
fon. The happy fimilarity which I have ob- 
-ferved in your difpofitions, feems to me to 
-promife the moft agreeable union. I difcern 
in him, virtues, which aow unfolding them- 
felves, will foon become the rivals of your own. 
You are born to govern kingdoms, and I think 
“he poffeffes virtues worthy of a throne. In 
_giving him your hand, and in allotting him my 
‘crown, I promote your. happiziefs, his, and 
that of my people. 

The amiable Princefs caft down: her eyes, 

_* while the thanked her uncle for his goodnefs, 
Selimantha immediately ordered the prepara- 


tions - -neceflary forthe celebration of the 


~nuptials. . 


_ Publick rejoicings: followed it, and manifefted- 
‘Vot. Til. . Ss : ~ the 
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the general fatisfadtion. ‘They: lafted fixty 


days: And at the end of this term, Seli- 


‘mantha, defireus of his repofe, abdicated the 
_-erown, in favour of the fon, to whofe fortune 
-he had juft united the lovely Chamfada. 

~ Balavan, the eldeft of Selimanfha’s fons, ex- 
‘pected to afcend the throne at the death of his 
‘father. Smitten with the charms of his beau- 


 tiful relation, he was reckoning upon offering 


‘her his hand, and aflociating her with his for- 
tune. Indignation and jealoufy took pofleffion 
-of his heart, when he faw the rank and hap- 


“pinels, to which he thought himfelf called By 


‘the right of age, pafs into the hands of his bro- 
ther. : Although his merit ‘had not been a rea- 
‘fon for this pteference, he knew that the’So- 
-vereigns of this part’ of the Eaft, have the 
-power of choofing their fucceffors in their fami- 


-ly, without regard to the prerogatives of age. 


But the impetuous ‘Balavan thought they 
‘thould have ‘departed from this ufage in his 
“behalf, and followed that of other nations. 

The birth of a fon, of whom. the Queen was 
happily delivered, éncteafed the rage of this 
frantic brother, and was another obftacle to: his 
.pretenfions. , This event completed his defpair. 


- -He found means to introduce himfelf fecretly 


into the apartment of the King his brother, 


‘and with a furious hand, plunged his poniard 
into his breaft. He entered with the fame 


a 


‘precautions, 





ae 
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Gecausbas, and the fame defign, into that’. 
where the infant was afleep. But lifting the’ 
veil which concealed this young Prince, more 
beautiful than the day, a fupernatural feeling, 
feemed to withold his arm. ~ “ Thou. fhouldft 
have been my fon,” faid he,“ if injuftice had. 
not torn from me. therheart and the hand of 
Ghamfada :” And reeognifing at the fame time, 
in’ this innocent victim, the features of her,- 
whofe charms he adored, an involuntary emotion 
made him ftrike a fecble blow; the poniard 
wavered in his trembling hand, and the wound 
of the ftroke was not mortal. 
Balavan was only induced to {pare his fifter-” 
in-law, from the hopes he entertained of one’ 
day. obtaining her hand. This hope;-however, 
reftfained: his murdertng arm. As for Seli- 
mantha, he efcaped this monfter by the vigi~ 
lance of his guards. Atthe moment when be 
approached the apartment of his father, in the 


dreadful defign of conmpleting his crimes by em- 


bruing his hands in his blood, he Was perceiv- 
ed by.a flave, who, aflifled by ‘the euauchs of 
the guard, deprived the murderer, of every . 


. . fiope of fuccefs, iu the crime he wds about to- 


commit. Convinced then that he could net 


_efcape fufpicion, he fled, and concealed himfelf 


on «the frontiers of the kingdom, in a caftle 


fortified both. by nature and by art. 


Z S65 w whieh! san ‘to. eppear, was foon te 
ee difcover- 
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difeover the horrors of this bloody night: 
With the firft rays.of morning, the nurfe went 
_ to give fuck to her tender care, whofe blood » 
deluged the cradle, Loft in aftonifhment, the . 
' Tan to the apartment of the King and Queen, , 
to announce this fatal news. Her defpair and - 
fhrieks went before hers and awakened Cham- . 
fada. This unhappy Queen opened her eyes, 
and found her hufband, breathing his laft 
at her fide.. The cries of the nurfe made. 
her dread misfortunes ftill more ‘terrible. A . 
ipoufe and a weeping mother, fhe ran to the 
cradle of her :fon, and. took-him in her arms. - 
He fiill breathed ! and fhe conceived the hope 
of faving his life. The whole palace was in. 
motion. Selimanfha arrived with his eunuchs. 
Surgeons were called, whofe fkill and attention . 
reftored the life of this innocent creature. But 
they were employed to no purpofe on the body 
of the young Monarch, whofe death the unfor- . 
tunate Chamfada deplored. Aromatic and me- 
~ dicinal herbs, and the balms. of the Eaft, pro- - 
duced their effeé&t on the wound of the child, and . 
rekindled the hopes of his mother.. He was 
again placed in the bofom of his nurfe ; and the 
prefumptive heir of Sclimanfha was at itis 
out of all danger. 

In the mean time, the aged Monarch endea- 


woured to difcover the murderer of his children. _- 


The hafty flight of Balavan, his poniard ftained 
with . 
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with blood,. which: was ages in the apart: 
ment, foon confirmed the fufpicions to which 
his vicious difpofition had at firft given rife. ° 
~ The unfortunate. old man with difficulty re-~ 
ftrained the excefs of his grief. . “* Heaven }”: 


exclaimed he, ‘‘ keep far from me the angel of - 


_ death, fince it is your willthat I fhould fill be 
ufeful on earth.” After this he aflembled the - 
Grandces and the Viziers, and announced to 
them his intention of refuming the rei of 
government. 


His firft care was to comfort the difconfolate ° 


Chamfada, and they agreed in direGting their 
- attention to the lovely infant, whom providence 
had preferved.. While they ftrengthened his 
conftitution, they alfo formed his underftand- 
ing and his heart. The mother explained to him 
paflages of the law, which ought to guide his. 
manners and his condué, and the old man in-- 
ftru&ted him in the important knowledge of 
the world, and of men. 

At the age of eight, the young Prince was. 
fo robuft, that he was able to handle arms, and 
endure the fatigues of riding. And in a few 
years more, his‘moral virtues were unfolded, 
and promifed one day to eclipfe thofe which 
had fhone fo contieiiens in the King his fa-- 
ther. 

Sclimanfha, now judging that his grand-fon, - 


, with the afliftance of good counfel, was capable) . 


a 3 fe 
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of wearing the crown, refigned the reins of ' 
empire into his hands, amidft the affembled . 
divan, and caufed him be proclaimed King, un - 
der the name of Shafeliman, amidft the accla- 
- mations of the kingdom. © The people, not yet » 
recovered ‘from aftonifhment at the dreadful — 
ftroke, which had deprived them of a Sovereign — 
they adored, appeared to promife his heir. the . 
fame attachment, and to aaa from: him the - 


fame love. 


The new King, directed by wike esalbliela did: 


not belie:the happy anticipation of his fub- 


jets in his favour. The Cadis and Viziers, . 


fulfilling with propriety the duties of their of- 
_ fice, “made the laws: be beloved, the wife 
and fpeedy execution of which’ confirmed the 


happinefs of all. Equally ‘punctual in the 


duties of religion, as in thofe of the throne, 
Shafeliman was regular in his ablutions, attend- 
_ed prayers in the mofques, held three divans 


in the week, was every day bufied with his . 


minifters, and was found in every place where 
his prefence was neceflary, to reftore tranquil- 
lity and good order. The people, happy un- 
der his government, enjoyed their felicity in 


peace, when new crimes came'to difturb it; 


and tear from them the Bie of a durable a 
pinefs. 
The accurfed Balavan, saath by remorfe at 
the crime which he had. committed, and not 
seobing 
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deine himfelf fafe among a people yy whem 
he was hated, left the fortified place where he ~ 
had taken refuge, and attempted to retire in-- 
to Egypt, in order to implore the proteétion 
of the Sovereign of that vaft empire. There, . 
concealing his crimes, he prefented himfelf as. 
an unfortunate Prince, the victim of a woman, . 
and facrifieed by a father, whom age had ren- 
dered weak. The King of Egypt received 
him with kindnefs, and was preparing to give 
him affiftance, when an énvoy of Selimantha 
arrived, and demanded audience. 

This old Monarch, informed by his {pies of the 
toad which Balavan had taken, had fent deputies 
to all the courts, at which this wretch might 
beg a retreat orfupport. A very full defcrip- 
tion was given of the fugitive, and all his . 
crimes were mentioned. 
~~ The Sultan, in communicating to the crimi- 
nal the difpatches he -had received, gave im- 
mediate orders, that he fhould be fhut up in 
clofe confinement, waiting the fentence, which 
an enraged father fhould pafs againft him. 
Such was the order intimated to Balavan, and 
fuch was the import of the anfwer, which was 
given to the King Selimanfha. But this fa- 
ther, too weak and affectionate, committed at’ 
once two capital blunders in politics. 

In order to excite, againft his fon, all the 
anger of the i aa King, he had concealed 


from 
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feowt hini, that the young Shafeliman had ef=- 


. ‘eaped the mortal blow, which was aimed att 


him. He did not corre& this opinion in his’. 
fecond letter, and advifed-the King of Egypt: 
to fet the criminal at liberty. ‘* Already too’ 
unhappy,” faid he, “ I do not with to ftain my, 
hand, by tracing the order -for my fon’s death. 
Let him wander from plaee to place, deftitute 
ef refources and affiftance, -having no compa-- 
nion but remorfe, and no fociety but the tygers 
of-the defert, lefs inhuman than himfelf. Af. 
failed by, want, tormented by grief, and deteft- 
ed by others, may he himfelf become the in- 
ftrument of my vengeance, which’ I leave to 
' the King of Kings.”, 
Upon this dabetiicngs the Sultan fet Balavan 
at liberty, and banifhed him for ever from his- 
kingdom. Of this he gave an account to Se- 
/imanfha, with whom he entered upon a much . 
more agreeable negociation. 
The fame of the beauty and valuable. quali- 
_ties of Chamfada, had reached éven to Egypt 
Benfirak, the Sultan, juft mentioned, perceiv- 
ing, that it was poffible to obtain her handy 
made the propofal to Selimanfha, in the moft: 
urgent and refpe@tful terms, befeeching him 
‘to gain the confent of her, whom both nature 
and blood had made fubje& to him, as his niece 
and Ffanetes indow, a * 
The 
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The aged. Monarch of Perfia, pleafed with 
a-demand, which offered, to his amiable niece, . . 
fo advantageous an eftablifhment, inftantly laid 
the propofal before her. The feeling Cham- - 
fada could not hear it without. tears. Her 
heart ftill belonged wholly to the hufband 
whom fhe had loft, and fhe muft tear herfelf 
from the arms of her uncle, and her-child, to 
be able to open her foul to the impreflions of 
4 new affection. ‘‘ Alas! uncle,” faid the, . 
‘*‘ what fentiments will ever replace thofe, 
whofe fweetnefs I here experience? Where 
could I find duties fo pleafant to fulfill?”— 
“My dear daughter,” replied Selimantha, 
‘you are afked in marriage, by one of the 

“moft powerful Monarchs in the world. His 
virtues are highly praifed, and his perfon fa- 
- vourably fpoken of. Your fon, whom I have - 
placed upon my throne, ftands in need of a 
protection more vigorous and lafting than mine, 
You will be.able, by your addrefs, to bring 
about a ftri& alliance betwixt the two Mo~ 
_ narchs, But forget not, that, in order to pro- 
cure the expulfion of Balavan, I have charged 
him with the.double crime of having affaffi- 
nated his brother and his nephew.  Shafeliman . 
reigns in Perfia, as a defcendant of my houfe, 
and his mother muft be concealed from Benfi- 
' rak. You will become dearer to him, when . 
he. can n hope for your undivided affections, and 
; that 
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that they will only be extended to the childfen,: 
who fhall be born of ‘this marriage.. My ex= 
perience hath taught me the weakneffes of the- 
human heart. ‘A powerful man always dif- 
trufts difcourfes, in-which perfonal intereft is 
concerned. You can rendcr your fon, upon- 
the Perfian throne, the moft effential fervices, 
as a diftant relation, without being fufpected 
of facrificing the interefts of your hufband and 
children; but were you to {peak in behalf of a: 

_ fon, you would be looked upon as a mother _ 
blinded by an excefs of love.- Befides, it is 

- very fortunate for us, that Benfirak, {mitten 

with your charms, expeéts from our favour; . 
what he might force from us, by his power: 
Let us not, by a refufal, draw the feourge of 
war upon our people, and’ let us facrifice, to 
their .repofe, and our own interefts, the plea- 
fure we would have in living together.” 

Chamfada made no oppofition to thefe argu- 
ments, more fpecious than folid.; and Seliman- 
fha, in a fhort time, returned in anfwer to the 
Sultan, that his niece found herfelf extremely. 
honoured, by the choice of the powerful So- 
vereign of Egypt, and that fhe was.ready to 
be united to him. On hearing this, the Sul- 

_ tan, intoxicated with joy, fent an ambaflador, 
with a faperb retinue, to bring his fpoufe.. 
Selimantha, informed of the arrival of the E- ; 
gyptian minifter in his kingdom, went twenty , 

ie leagues» 
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‘Jeagues from his capital to meet him, received ‘ 

-him in a magnificent camp, and after having 
-feafted him for two days, delivered to him his 
niece. .The ceremonies. were fhortened, as 
well to gratify the impatience of the Sultan, 
cas to conceal from the ambafiador, the fecrét of 
the exiftence of Chamfada’s fon. The aged 
-Monarch, at that time, aflumed the dignity of 
envoy from the King of Perfia, to fulfill the 
~conditions of the treaty. - 

No fooner had Chamfada arrived in the ca- 
«pital of Egypt, than the Sultan fent for the 
<mufti and:the cadi, for the contract and cere- 
“mony of marriage. ‘Their obedience was im- 
“mediately rewarded, by a prefent of robes, 
and five thonfand pieces of gold. The Prin- 


.cefs entered the apartment.allotted for the nup- 
«tials. A crowd of moft beautiful flaves, and 


‘magnificently. dreffed, conduéted her to the 
bath, carrying pots, in which the moft preci- 


ous {pices were*burning. ‘At her coming out 
-of the bath, fhe was covered with clothes, 


-whole {plendor outhhone the lights of the a- 
partment ; and her beauty eafily eclipfed that 


of every thing around her. In this fituation 
-fhe was conduéted to the Sultan. 


This Monarch received her. with demonftra- 
-tions of the moft tender affeétion, and feated 


-her by his fide. A fupper was -fer¥ed up to’ 
: eine of. which the. delicacy exceeded the pro- 


fufion 
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‘€ufion of the difhes. He prefented his future — 
fpoufe with feveral boxes, ftored with the ra- 
reft jewels ; and crowned at laft this happy — 
day, by fulfilling the eacume: which Hymen 
impofed. 

In the meam time, in the middle of thefe 

_ feafts, Chamfada, far from partaking of the 
public felicity, and of the happinefs of her 
hufband, pined in fecret. Separated from her 

‘fon, fhe was occupied about him alone, ‘to 
whom her heart was truly-attached. -Second- 
‘ing the political and foolifh views of her uncle, 

fhe would hazard nothing with the Sultan, 
which might leflen the character of this re- 
f{pectable old man; and fhe durft not fpeak of 
her fon. . What evils, however, might fhe not 
have prevented by a proper confidence! And 
what might fhe not have expected from the 

‘love of Benfirak, which grew ftronger every 
day! 

The event was foon to juttify the tender 
uneafinefs of the Queen, refpeéting her fon. 

_ Balavan, informed of the marriage of his fifter- 
in-law with the Sultan of Egypt, and having 
learned that Selimanfha reigned in Perfia, felt 
his projeéts of vengeance awaken in his heart. 
He beheld himfelf deprived of the fruit of his 

-erimes, of the throne of Perfia, the object of 
-his ambition, and of the beauty he was anxious 
to. conquer. The wretch delivered over to- 

; hig - 
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his inclinations, infeted by every fort of ex- 


cefs, the kingdom which he laid his account 
to feize, after the death of his father. He 
lived by rapine and robbery. 

At length Selimanfha, finking under the 
weight of years, refigned his foul into the 
hands of his Creator. No fooner was Bala- 
van informed of this event, than he ran at the 
head of the banditti, of whom he was the chief, 
flirring‘them up to revolt, drawing together 
new forces, gaining fome by magnificent pro-~ 
mifes, and feducing others by the allurement 
of the gold which his crimes had amaffed. 
They concerted their meafures together. He de- 
throned his nephew, threw him into a dungeon, 
end was proclaimed in his ftead. 

This cruel ufurper, not content with his 
fuccefs, determined to put to death the .inno- 
cent victim, who had formerly made fo mira- 
culous an eicape from his.murdering arm, 
But compaflion, which -could find no avenue 
to his foul, had entered the heart of his wretch- 
ed accomplices. ‘* We cannot confent to the 
death of a young nvan that hath done no evil,” 
faid they to Balavan; “‘ keep him im clofe con- 
finement, if you’are afraid of Bis intereft, but 
{pare his life.” He was forced to comply 
with their demand, and fhut up his nephew in 
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Chamfada having heard thefe afti@ting news 
was unable to reftrain her exceflive grief. 
But fhe could not inform her hufband of the ~ 
misfortune of her fon, without expofing the 
memory of her uncle Selimanfha, without re- 
calling him as an impoftor, fince he had writ- 
ten, that the young Shafeliman had been affaf- 
finated; and fhe put her truft and hope in | 
God. In the mean time, the deteftable Bala- 
van completed the conqueft of Perfia. All the 
grandees of the kingdom came to pay.him ho- 
mage. The young Shafeliman remained fhut 
up four years, and fcarcely receiving as much 
food as was neceffary for his fubfiftence. Load- 
ed with misfortune, he decayed in his looks, and. 
‘his beauty no more recalled the image of his 
mother, of whom he was the perfeét refem- 
blance. At length it pleafed Providence, that 
watched over him, to relieve him for a little 
from fo many evils. | 

- Balavan, feated in his divan, and furrounded 
by a brilliant.court, feemed to enjoy, in peace, 
an authority which-appeared immoveable. In 
’ _midft of grandces, whofe confidence he thought 
. he poffeffed, and of courtiers, whofe flattery 
he received, a voice was heard. This voice, 
facred to truth, -and ftill devoted to the memo- 
xy of Selimantha, fpake as follows: 
~ Sire, heaven has crowned you with profs 
perity ; 5 in giving you, witb this empire, the 
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Hearts of your peoples your throne appears to 
reft upon an immoveable foundation; thew 


yourfelf more and more worthy of the favours 
of the Moft High. Caft a look of compaflion 


upon a feeble young man, whofe innocence, is 


his only fupport ; who never opens his eyes to 
the light, but to fhed tears ; every moment of 


_whofe exifterice has been marked by fufferings 


and misfortune. The unfortunate Shafeliman 


— never could offend you ; reftore him his liber- 
- ty.” I would agree to your requeft,” re- 


plied Balavan, “had I not tome reafons to 
fear, that he would form a party againft me, 
and become the leader of the malecontents, 
whom a King never fails to make, in fpite of 
his beft intentions.” Alas! Sire,” replied 
the Prince who had fpoken, ‘* who would fol- 
low a young.man, in whom nature is partly 
wafted by fuffering, and whofe foul has no 


“Tonger any vigour? Your fubjeéts are devot- 


ed to your intereft, and where would he find- 
any who would be foolifh enough to cherifh 
ambitious defigns againft you?” Balavan 
yielded to thefe arguments, and affeéting cle- 
mency in the prefence of his court, he fet the 
young Shafeliman at liberty, drefled him in 2 
rich robe, and gave him the command of a dif 
tant province. But this was not fo much with 
a. view to procure. him profperity, as to 


ect rid of “him altogether, by fending him to 
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the defence of a country, what was continual. 
ly expofed to the attacks of Infidels. He pre- 
fumed, with fome reafon, that he would facri- 
fice his life there; fince none of his predecef- 
fors had ever efcaped the dangers with which 
‘that part of Perfia was threatened. 

The young Prince departed with a fmall 
party. Scarcely were they arrived at the place 
of their deftination, when the conjectures of 
his uncle Balavan were partly verified. The 
Infidels made an irruption. Shafeliman, having 
nothing “to oppofe to them, but a handful of 
men, was forced to yield to numbers, and, fell 
himfelf into the hands of the enemy. ‘But 
they, on account of his age and beauty, de- 
parting from the cruel ufage they practifed on 
fuch occafions, inftead of putting him to death, - 
were fatisfied with letting him down into a 
‘well, where feveral Muffulmen were already 
fhut up prifoners. This unhappy Prince, the 
viclim of deftiny, faw_a whole year elapfe, in 
this dreadful captivity. 

‘Fhefe Infidels had a cuftom every year, on 2 
“certain day, of carrying fuch as they had made 
prifoners, to be thrown from the top of a.very 
high tower. 

Shafeliman was drawn up from the well, 
conduéted to the top of the tower, and thrown 
déwn with others. But. Providence, who 
watched over his life, made him fall upon the — 

. body » 
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- body of one of his companions in misfortune, 
This body, partly bearing him up, and the air 
fupporting his clothes, preferved him from a mor- 
tal fall. He was ftunned by therapidity of the 
motion, but he neither met with a fracture 
rior a contufion; and unlefs a long fwoon, he 
experienced no other accident. 

He was at length recalled to life, amidft the 
unfortunate people who had loft it. His firft 
. ftep was to raife his foul to God,.and to teftify 
his gratitude to him, through the interceflion of 
his great Prophet. He difcovered, that he 
was in the middle of an immenfe fo.eft; and 
that the corpfes which furrounded him, muft 
neceflarily attraét the wild beafts ; he therefore 
removed from this dangerous fpot. He walk- 
ed all night ; and as foon as he thought himfelf 
‘beyond the reach of men and animals, he a- 
fcended a tree, endeavouring to conceal himfelf 
in its foliage from the notice of travellers, and 
fupporting himfelf by wild fruits. This way 
of life he conftanily purfued, till he reached the 
dominions of Balavan his uncle. 

He was near entering the firft city of Perfiaj 
when he perceived five or fix men converfing 
together. Perceiving them to: be Mufiulmen, 
he accofted them, and gave them an account 
of the treatment he had received from the In 
fidels, and of the miraculous way in which hé- 
had been faved, The fimplicity of his relas 
Rc T 3  tlon;, 
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tion, leaving no room to fufpeé its truth, they 
were affected with compafiion in his favour, 
and conduéted him to their houfe, where he 
enjoyed all the rights of hofpitality. After 
fome days reft, he took leave of his benefac~ 
tors, in order to continue his journey towards 
the capital where Balavan reigned. His land~ 
lords, after furnifhing him with whatever he 
had need of, fhewed him the way, without e-: 
. ver fufpeting, that the young man, whom 
they had entertained in fo obliging a manner,. 
was the nephew of their Sovereign. 

The young Prince walked night and day.. 
Fatigued, tired, his legs and feet torn by the 
brambles and flints, he at length arsived under 
the walls of Ifpahan, and fat down near a ba- 
fon, which ferved as a refervoir to a neigh- 
bouring fountain. Scarcely had he time to 
recover his breath, when he faw feveral gentle~ 
_ menvon horfeback approaching. They were offi- 
cers-of the King, whdé were returning from 
the chace, and were going to give their horfes 
drink.. Looking about them, they perceived 
the: young Shafeliman; and notwithitanding. 
_ the diforder of his drefs, and the change which 
fufferings and dejeétion had made upon the 
natural charms of his countenance, they eafily - 
diftinguifhed its fweetnefs and beauty, and 
were not able to look at him, without feeling. 


‘amemotion of the moft tender intereft. 
“What 
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*¢ What are you doing here, young man?” » 
afked one of the officers.—‘* Brother !” replied . 
the wife Shafeliman, ‘ you know the proverb = 
Afe not a ftragger who is naked where are his 
clothes 2? Let that anfwer for me. I am hungry 
and thirfty, I am weak and deprived of every 
refource.”” At this reply, one of the officers 
ran to a portmanteau, and taking out fome 
venifon and bread, brought ittohim. As foon 
as he had profited by this blefling, and feemed 
to have fufficient ftrength to continue the con- 
verfation, ‘ Brother !” faidone of the officers 


of the company to. him, ‘ we are interefted in 


your fortune. Would it be indifcreet in us,. 


‘ fhould we beg of you to give us fome account 


of your hiftory ?”—“ Before fatisfying you,” 
replied the unfortunate Prince, “ anfwer, if you 
pleafe, one queftion, of the greateft confequence 
tome. Is King Balavan your Sovereign ftill 
alive ? 2??__.“* T)o you know the King ?”—** Yes, 

and you fee before you, Shafeliman, his ne- 
phew. ”_“* How can you be Shafeliman,” re- 
plied the officer, “ fince we know that his 
uncle, after delivering him from a dungeon, in 
which he had been four years fhut up, gave 
him the command of 4 province, where ‘it was: 
impoffible but he muft have died by the hands 


of the Infidels ? Befides, we have heard, that he 
was thrown down from the fummit of a high 


tower, 


> 
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tower by them, with many other Mufful. 
men,” 3 
Then the young Prince, in order completely _ 

to convince them, entered into the detail of all 

his adventures, and of the wonderful manner 
in which Providence had preferved his life. 
At this relation, the officers were ftruck with 
aftonifhment ; they proftrated themfelves at his 
feet, and watered his hand with their tears. 
“You are King! Sire,” faid they to him, 
“ the fon of our rightful Sovereign, and in all 
refpects worthy of a better fate. But, alas ! 
what do you come to féek at a court, where 
you can find nothing but death? Recolle& the 
_ eruelties of which you have been the victim, 
“the treatment you have experienced, and the 
dangerous fnare by which, under the fhadow 
of power, you were devoted to certain death, 
in the office te which you were appointed. 
‘Fly! Seek the country where the beautiful 
Chamfada reigas Queen over the heart of 
the Sultan of Egypt. It is there you will 
find happinefs. ”—** Alas! How can I di— | 
re&t my views to Egypt? Selimantha my grand. 
father deceived the Sovereign of that empire, 
by affuring him, that I was dead: my mother 
_and I would be confidered as impoftors, fhould 
Thazard my appearance there.”—‘* You are 
right,” replied he to him ; ** but fhould you be 
mapiced to the neceflity of living concealed in: 
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Egypt, you will at leaft be beyond the etek of — 
your uncle’s attempts, whofe cruelties you will 
not efcape, if he learns that you are alive.” 

To thefe advices the oldeft of the. officers 
likewifé added his entreaties. ‘* Omy matter! 
and my King!” faid he to the Prince, throwing - 
himfelf on his knees, “‘ the only and true defcen- 
dant of Selimanfha ! Alas ! mitt the flave, who 
for thirty years was fubje& to his orders, who 
was the witnefs of his virtues, and the object 
of his kindnefs, fee you reduced to this depth 
of misfortune! Docs fate then purfue this 
Monarch even beyond the grave!. Fly, dear 
Prince ! and wait not till you are attacked by 

- greater misfortunes !” 
Each of them were eager to fupply the Ben 
“urgent neceflities of Shafeliman. One ftripped 
himfelf of part of his garments, inordertoclothe 
him; another divided with him his little pro- 
vifion ; and altogether made up a fmallfum of 
_ money, which might’ enable ‘him to continue 
n= his journey. The unfortunate Prince, availing 
- himfelf of their beneficence and counfel, took 
his leave. They did not feparate from him 
without giving proofs of their attachment ; 
-and Shafeliman began his journey, recom- 
- mending himfelfto celta and Mahomet his great 
S. Prophets 23 >... : 
a... Aftera Jong and* fatirsiog journey, he at, 
. length atrived in Egypt, where Chamfada his 
4 mother 
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“mother reigned.. When he drew near to Grand 
‘Cairo, he was unwilling to enter this great 
city, leaft he fhould expofe himfelf to a difeo~ 
very; and therefore Rtopped-at'a village, at a. 
little diftance from the road, with the inten- 
‘tion of entering into the fervice of fome of its 
ighabitants. In confequence of this, he offered 
- thimfelf toa farmer of the place, to tend his 


flocks. “He did not demand high wages ; and. 


lived in this obfeure and miferable ‘fituation, 

fubfifting, with difficulty, on the crumbs which 
fell from his mafter’s table. 

But while the prefumptive heir of the Per- 

- fian throne, was reduced to fuch a ftrange fitu- 

ation, how was Queen Chamfada employed? 

Every’ day this difconfolate mother felt her un- 


eafinefs ericreafe. In the ftruggle betwixt her. 


affe€tion for her fon, and the fecret which fhe 
mutt keep from the Monarch, for the fake of her 


uncle’s honour, her fituation was as diftrefsfull 


as that of Shafeliman. There was at the court 


of Benfirak, an old flave of Selimantha, who 


had accompanied the Queen into Egypt, and 
who fince that time had remained in her fervice. 
_ He had all her confidence, and was frequently 
the depofitory of the uneafinefs of this tender 
mother. One day the perceived him alone, and 


made him a fignal to approach her, .** Welk 


now !”” faid the to him, ‘ you know my attach~ 
ment for my fon, you know my fears on his 
: account, 
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: ebsunk, and you Have: fats no ftep in order 5 





to know what is become of him. ld Queen !” | 
replied the flave, “* what you with to know is, 
‘extremely difficult, and 1 know no means by. 
which I could get information of it. You 
know that youhave yourfelf confirmed the re~ 
port of his death, which was attefted bySeliman-- 
fha; and although, by chance, your fon fhould 
appear here, how could you deftroy the public 
opinion? How could you avow him, and make 
- him known ?”—* Ah! would to God that my 
fon were in thefe regions! although I fhould 
even be deprived of the pleafure of feeing 
him. To know that he was {till alive, would 
be fufficient to confirm my repofe and happi- 
nefs.”—** Queen,” replicd the flave, “ 1 am 
willing to facrifice my life for you; what do 
~ you require of me?”<“* Take from my trea- 
fores,” faid the Queen, “ the fum which you 
» | judge neceflary for yon journey ; go to Perfia, 
' and bring my fon.”—*‘* Money alone is lef | 
neceflary here than prudence. Some plaufible 
reafon muft be given for the journey which 
your Majefty propofesto me. You know that 
the Sultan honours me with hi3 bounty, and 
that, engaged in his fervice, I cannot remove . 
from his court, without his exprefs permiffion, 
e, You yourfelf muft afk, and obtain it, under 
» fome fpecious pretence, which may prevent 
‘9 him from, entertaining any fufpicion, and at the 


fame 
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fame time’fecure the fuccefs of your application. 
Tell him, that during the difturbances which’ 
preeeded the death of yourhufband, you con=— 
cealed, in a place known only to me, a’cafket 
of precious jewels, which you were anxioms to 
put beyond the reach of accident. Befeech his 
Majefty to grant you permiflion to fend me in-. 
to’Perfia, in fearch of this apron The care 


| of the reft belongs to me.” The Queen, con- 


vinced of her flave’s attachment, and approy- 
ing his counfels, flew inftantly to put” them in 
execution, and found no difficulty in ape 
her defire, 

-The faithful emiffary fpeedily departed, dif- 
guifed asa.merchant, that he might not be re- 
cognized in Perfia. After much fatigue, he 
arrived at I{pahan, and having privately made 


‘inquiry concerning the fate of Shafeliman, re- 


ceived at fir the moft diftrefling accounts of 
him. 

Some days utter: as he was walking in the 
environs of the palace, he found, by chance, one 
of the officers who had affifted the young Prince, 


- when he was fitting near the fountain, which 


we have already mentioned. Having ferved 
together under the reign of Selimanfha, they 


s recolleéted one another, embraced, and entered 
> ue P . : ; 
inte converfation. ‘¢ You come from Egypt,” 


{aid the officer ; “ did you meet Prince Shafeli- 


A man?” Shafelimen!” replied’ the flave, 


\ 


“ Ah! 
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“Ah! can he be alive, after the dreadful news - 
that are fpread here concerning him ?”-—* Yes 
he is alive, and I will tell you, in - confidence, 

how we learned this.” He then related every 

‘thing which had befallen him, as well as the 

other officers, when they had met the Prince, 

‘and how, upon their advice, the latter had 

‘taken the road to Egypt. 

_ The pretended merchant, tranfported with joy, 


' “wifhed in his turn to anfwer the confidence of 





‘his former companion, and revealed to him the 
whole niyftery of his miflion into Perfia: after 
‘this he took his'leave of him to return into 
‘Egypt. In every place through which he 
ipafled, he made diligent enquiry after the 
‘young Prince, defcribing his appearance, as the 
‘officer had reprefentéd it to him. Being arriva 
‘ed at the village where he expected to meet 
him, he was very much furprifed that no per- 
fon could give any information concerning him. 
‘As he was preparing to continue his journey, 
-he found, at his going out of the city, a young 
-man afleep under a tree, near which fome fheep 
were feeding quietly. 
He caft a-look of compaffion upon this poor 
creature, whofe tattered garments announced 
‘his mifery. ‘ Alas !’? faid he, “ it is impof- 
fible that this can be the man whom I feek. 
_ This is doubtlefs the child of fome unhappy 
_fhepherd. My trouble will be loft; yet what 
Vou. UI. U do 
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oI rik by awaking this young man, and en- 
quiring concerning the perfon of whom I am | 
in fearch ? Let me not negle& even this hopelefs ; 
expedient.” Having foon awaked him, he put > 
the fame queftions to him, which he had been 
accuftomed to propofe to every one. 

“J am a ftranger in thefe places,’? replied - 
Shafeliman, who was afraid to make himfelf 
known, being ignorant of the motives of this 
curiofity ; ‘but if I am not greatly miftaken, 
from the defcription which you have given, : 
the perfon whom you are in fearch of is Sha- 
feliman, the young King of Perfia, and grand- 
fon to Selimantha. His father was killed by 
his barbarous brother Balavan, who ufurped = - 
his throne; the fon was wounded in his eradle, 
yet God preferved . the life of this unfortunate 
infant.’’ 

“O heaven ! ! exclaimed the Panes “ am I 
‘fo happy as to hear Shafeliman mentioned! 
How, young man! Have you gueffed the caufe 
which made me travel from Egypt into Perfia? . 
Who could inform you of it? Do you know 
then what has become of this unfortunate 
Prince? Shall I reap at length the fruit of 
my anxiety and labours ! ! Where could! find 
him?” 

~ When Shafeliman was convinced that he. 9 
who thus {poke to"him was a meflenger from : 
ox mother, he thought he might make himfelf 

known, a 
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known. ‘ In vain would you run over the 
whole world, ” faid he to him, “ in order to 
find Shafeliman, fince it is he who now fpeaks 
to you.” At thefe words the flave: fell at the 
feet of his Sovereign, and covered his hands 
with tears and kiffes, * “* Ah !’” exclaimed he, 
“how overjoyed will Chamfada be! What 
happy news fhall I bring to her! Remain here, 
my Prince. ,I am going to find every thing 
that is neceflary for your coming along with 
me.” He ran quickly to the village, and 
brought from it a faddled horfe, and more fuit- 
able clothes for Shafeliman, and they henge took 
the road to Grand Cairo. 

- An unfotefeen event interrupted their j jours 
-mey. As they were crofling a defert, they 
were farrounded by robbers, feized, plundered, 
and let down into a well. Shut up in this 
frightful prifon, the flave abandoned himfelf to 
gricf. ‘* How now! are you difconfolate?” © 
faid the young Prince. ‘Is it the apparatus 
of death which terrifies you ?””—-‘* Death hath 
nothing dreadful to me,” replied he ; “* but can 
I remain infenfible to the hardfhips of your lot? 
Caa I think upon the lofs which the forrow- 
ful Chamfada will fuffer?”—‘* Take courage,” 
faid Shafeliman ; ; “ I muft fulfill the decrees of 
the Almighty : all that has happened to me, 
was written in the book of life ; and if I muft 
end my days in this dreadful abode, no human 
oe a power 
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power can: refcue me from it, and it becomes; — 
me to be fubmiflive and refigned.” In thefe 
dentiments, and in this dreadful fituation, did, — 
this virtuous Prince and his flave pafs two days. 


and two nights. 


In the mean time, the eye of Providence con- 
./ tinually watched over Shafeliman. It brought. 
_ . the King of Egypt, in. purfuit of a roe-buck, 
to the place where this Prince. was fhut up.. 
The animal, ftruck by a deadly arrow, came. 
to lie down and die on the brink_of this well.. 

A hunter, outftripping the ‘King’s retinue, , 
came firft to feize the prey. As he approached. 
it, he heard a plaintive voice from the bottom, 


of the well. Having liftened to afcertain whe- 


ther it was fo, he ran to report this to. the. 
King, who fpeedily advancing with his train, , 
. ordered fome of them to defcend into the well.. 


Shafeliman and’ the flave were immediately 


‘drawn out of it. The, cords which tied them. 
‘were cut, {pirituous liquors recalled-them to. 


life, and no fooner had they opened their eyes, 


than the King recognized in one of them his own. 
officer. ‘Arenot you,” faid he to him, “ ne. 
confident of Chamfada ?”——‘* Yes, Sire, I am.’” 


—* Well! what has brought you into this fi- 
‘tuation ?”** J. was returning,” faid the flave, 


“loaded with the treafure the Queen had _or-. 


dered me to fearch for in Perfia ; I was attack. 


‘ed by robbers, plundered, and thrown alive into. 
this. 
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this fepulchre.” And who is this young 

man?“ He is fon to the nurle of your 

Majefty’s auguft fpoufe. - I was bringing him: 

to your court, with the view of procuring him‘ 
a place.” ‘ 

_ After thefe two unfortunate men had receive 
éd proper food, the King returned to his palaces 
He flew inftantly to Chamfada, to give her att 
' account of what he had feen, of the return of 
her flave with a young man, and of the arrival 
of her treafure. On thefe news the Queen was 
intoxieated with joy; but, when fhe learned, 
that they had been thrown into a well, her 
gaiety forfook her, and grief took pofleflion of 
her foul. She was ready to difcover her for 
row, but tried to hide her diforder, which was, 
however, betrayed, by the vifible alteration of . 
her countenance; under the mafk of apparent 
tranquillitys The King, who was looking at 
her, and perceived the efforts fhe employed to 
-reftrain herfelf, wifhed to penetrate into the 
eaufe of her trouble. ‘* What is the matter 
with you, Chamfada?” faidhe: ‘* Are you af~« 
flied at the lofs of your treafure ? Is not mine 
* at your difpofal?”— I fwear by your life, O' 
glorious Sultan,” -replied the, ‘* that I am lefs 
forry for the lofs of my treafures, than for the 
fufferings of the poor flave, of which T have been’ 
the caufe. [havea feeling heart, and yon know’. 
how much. I am affetted by the misfortunes’ 
Lie RRS ~ o 
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of others.” However, as the King continued” 
to relate the adventure of the well, and as fhe -_ 
learned, that the flave and the young man had_ 


been drawn up from it, fhe recovered her tran- 
quillity, and at the end of her hufband’s rela~ 
tion, her feelings were entirely calm. 


- Be eomforted, my dear Chamfada,” faid- 


he toher, If all that I poffefs is not fufficient 
-to make up for the lofs of yourtreafure, think 


that you have one that is inexhauftible, in the - 
affection of a heart, which -is yours for life.”” 


Having faid this, he retired. 


As foon as Chamfada was alone, the called - 
_ for her flave. -He gave her an account of the » 


manner, in which he had got information of 
the Prince’s adventures ; of the means which 


Providence had employed, in faving him from . 
the cruelties and {nares of his uncle; of the. 


barbarity of the Infidels ; and even of his too 
_ great confidence, when, having efcaped being 
dafhed to pieces by the fall, from which no 


Muflulman before him was ever faved, he 


was about again to. deliver himfelf into the 
power.of the barbarous Balavan.. He conti- 


nued his recital even to-the moment, when, - 


drawn up from the well, the young Prince had 
been feen. by the Egyptian. Monarch, whofe 
curiofity he had excited. 


_ The Queen theninterrupted him: Ah 1?’ 


faid fhe to him, “* what anfwer did you make 
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to the King, when he afked you about the fate 
of this young man?”—* Alas !”” replied the. 
flave, ‘‘ I told a lic, and I befeech you to par- 
don it.. I told him, that he was the fon of © 
your nurfe; and that he was intended for his 
Majefty’s fervice.”——‘* Wife and faithful 
friend !” exclaimed Chamfada, her eyes bathed 
in tears, and ftill moved with what fhe had 
heard, “‘ what gratitude will ever repay the 
fervice, you have rendered to the moft tender 
mother! . Watch over. my fon. I truft him 
to your zeal and prudence. Never fhall I 
forget the obligation Iam under, for what you . 
have already done for him, and for what your 
attachment may ftill be able to do.” —-** Queen! 
the recommendation is unneceflary; I know 
what I owe to the pofterity of my Sovereigns ; . 
and there is no facrifice, Iam not ready to 
make for your Majefty.’” 

Thefe were not empty promifes; the flave 
was no courtier. Confidering what care and 
precaution would be neceflary to repair the 
health and conftitution of the young Prince, 
watted by fufferings and fatigue, he made this 

_ his only ftudy. A falutary and light diet, the 
ufe of the bath, and moderate exercife, gradu- 
ally fuicceeded in renewing his ftrength. Na- 
ture refumed her empire ; his body and mind 

- Fegained their energy, and every external 
esis ee at — to the faireft of 


Queensy 
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Queens, the moft beautiful Prince in the 
world. 

A happy fimilarity of difpofition gained, 
him the Monarch’s heart, who diftinguifhed 
this page above all the reft. He foon became 
fo neceflary to his fervice, that he alone was 
admitted into his private apartment. This 
Monarch boafted continually of his virtues, 
and praifed this new favourite to the grandees — 
of his court, endeavouring to render him as 
dear to them, as he was to himfelf. 

. Amidft thefe flattering praifes which re- 
founded in the ears of Chamfada,. what con- 
flicts of tendernefs did not this feeling mother 

“experience, in the want of her own fon! She 
often perceived him, but durft not caft upom 
him one affeGtionate look. She was forced to 
confine the affeétion of her heart, and give no 
vifible tokens of her regard. Every day the 
ebferved his -fteps, and fecretly longed for the 

moment, when fhe might pour out her foul in 
his embraces. As he pafled, one day, before 
the door of her apartment, and when fhe pre- 

. famed no one would perceive her, fhe fuddenly. 
yielded to a mother’s tranfports, threw her- 
{elf on his neck, and in that happy moment 
forgot many years of forrow. 

. While this fond mother was indulging the 
fweeteft feelings of nature, danger-furrounded. 
her. One of thie King’s minifters, coming ac~ 
¢identally out of the neighbouring apartment, 

3 Wage 
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was the unintentional witnefs of this feene.. 
He was uncertain what to think of it. As 
Ghamfada was veiled, he might have miftaken. — 
her. But having-afked, at the eunuchs, the. 
name of the lady, who inhabited the apart- 
ment before which he had paffed, he came 
‘trembling to. his. Majefty, eager to difcover 
the myflery, of which chance had made him a 
witnefs. The charming page had already gone 
before him to the throne. 

« Auguft Majefty,” faid the minifter, “ you 
fee me ftill in horror at the crime which has 
juft now been committed, and of which I have 
‘been a witnefs. Pardon me, Sire, if Il. am 
under the neceflity of difcovering to you the | 
infidelity of a {poufe, whom :you have loved 
too dearly ;-but, as I paffed before her apart- 
ment, | faw her in the arms of the vile flave 
who is at your fide, receiving and returning 
the moft tender careffes.” - 

He knows not the power of the paffions, 
whocannot figure to himfelf the fudden revolu- 
tion, which this report occafioned in the foul 
of the enamoured Sultan. The confufion of 
. Shafeliman feemed ftill. to encreafe-it, and to 
remove every doubt concerning the truth of 
the fa&. The Sultan inftantly ordered the 
young man, and the flave who had broaght 
him from Perfia, to be thrown into a dungeon. . 
**; What abominable treachery !” exclaimed. 


- 
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he. “ What! Was this pretended treafure, 
nothing but aflave, who was fent for from Per- 
fia.to injure me, and difhonour at once my 
throne and my bed !” And running haftily into 
Chamfada’s apartment, ‘¢ What has fhe be- 
come,” faid he, addreffing himfelf to Chamfa- 
da, ‘ fhe whofe many virtues .fame wanted 
trumpets to publifh! She whofe prudence, 


; wifdom, and love, were the glory of my court, 
_ and the pattern of wives! How has this mir- 


ror of perfeétion been tarnifhed in a moment! 
How has fhe become my fhame, after having 
een my true honour, and a fubjeét of reproach 


~ to the world, after having been i its admiration! 


How, alas! have appearances deceived me! 


_ Henceforward, every woman fhall be difho- 


noured in my eye, from paft and prefent to 
all future generations.” Having faid this, the 
King went out; and his foul, flruggling be- 
twixt love and jealoufy, fury and grief, could 
come to no determination. 

Chamfada was aftonithed at the sepecastiie 
fhe had juft heard, and tormented by the falfe 


fafpicions, to which the hufband, whom. hhe. 


loved; was abandoned. But how could the 
remove them? She had always confirmed to 


the Sultan, the falfe report of her fon’s death, . 
intentionally fpread by her father Seliman- 


fha; and the could not venture to difcover 
‘him at prefent, without expofing him to the 
3 utmoft 
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- utmoft danger. Alas! When one has fo 
long wandered from truth, is it poffible to re- 
turn? Could one regain confidence, who has 
not known to deferve it, by afincere and time- . 
ly confeflion? ‘ No, no,” would fhe thy, Oe 
. was my inclination, and, without doubt, my 
duty, to fpare the reputation of my uncle; 
and to-day I would in vain attempt to fully it. 
Oh! Sovereign wifdom! Divine goodnefs ! 
The only refource of the innocent, to you I 
lift my hands and my heart. By invifible 
means, you formerly fnatched my unfortunate 
fon from the fnares of death, with which he 
Was on all fides furrounded ;, he falls into them 
ftill, notwithftanding his innocence. The fa- 
tality of his ftar draws along with him my 
faithful flave, and myfelf, and even the Sultan, , 
my hufband, who is weighed down by the too 
well founded prefumption of our crime, De- 
liver us, O God! from the horrors of fufpi- 
cion. And thou, great Prophet ! if thou bear- 
eft in thy heart thy faithful followers, if all 
thy prayers, in their behalf, are heard, make 
mine afcend before the God of Juftice! and 
fince all the wifdom of the world could not un- 
tie the fatal knot in which we are bound, be 
-pleafed to emiploy, in this work, thy omnipo- 
tent power.” After this invocation, fhe plac- 
ed her confidence in God, and waited the event 
with sa ae 
In 
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-In the mean time, the irrefolute foul e the: © 


Sultan was abandoned to the greateft uncer- 
tainty. His paflion for Chamfada feemed te 
-acquire new ftrength, in proportion as he ate 


tempted to deftroy it. He knew not what 


ftep to take: How {hall he take vengeance on 
the guilty? How could he difcern if they 
were both equally fo? How could he know 
‘which of the two he ought tofpare? How 


could he ftrike two-objeéts, who were fo dear 


‘to him? Haraffed by thefe painful and affliat- 
ing confiderations; he loft his repofe and his 
‘health ; and his nurfe, who ftill remained in 
the feraglio, was alarmed at this change. This 
woman, whom age and experience had render- 


ed prudent, having deferved the confidence of 


-her mafters, had acquired the right of approach- 
‘ing them whenever fhe thought proper; and 
accordingly fhe went to the Sultan. 

‘What is the matter with you, nty fon?” faid 
fhe to him. ‘ You are not as you ufed to be. 
You hun the amufements, which, till now, ap= 
pearéd agreeableto your inclinations. Riding, 


walking,and hunting,feem to pleafe younomore: _ 


‘You do not now affemble your court, nor give 
feafts and entertainments: I even know that 
you fearcely take food: what fecret grief cons 
fumes you? Open tome your heart, my fon. 
You know my tender attachment, and you 
“ought -to fear nothing’ from my indiferetion. 

: We 


ig ey 
eee eee wae ee 


ARABIAN TALES. =. 94 


‘We often allow ourfelves to “be ptepoffeffed 
*by phantoms, and perhaps ‘I may be able to 


diffipate, in a moment, thofe which difturb 
your imagination. Troft me with your afflice 
tion, my fon, and I hope to foothe it.” 
Whatever confidence this Prince had in his 
good nurfe, and notwithftanding the great ef- 


‘timation in which he held her excellent qua- 


lities, he did not think it proper to difclofe 
himfelfto her. He mutt {peak againft Cham- 
fada, and this remembrance would make the 


‘wound to bleed afrefh, which fhe had-made in 


his heart. The fage old woman was not difcou- 
raged, by the ill fuccefs of her firft attempt: 


‘fhe watched every opportunity of being feer 
‘by her mafter ; and the tender looks which the 
‘caft upon him, feemed to fay, ““O my dear fon? 
{peak to me, unfold your heart to your good 


' murfe.” But all her cares were fruitlefs. 


Finding, that fhe could not fucceed by this 
method, and prefuming, that Chamfada muft 
have been informed of the Sultan’s grief, and 


‘conjeGturing moreover, that a woman would’ 


more eafily reveal the fecret which fhe wifhed 
to know, fhe flew to the Queen, whom fhe 
found plunged in forrow, apparently as deep 
as that which confumed the Sultan. She em- 
ployed every method, which addrefs and ex- 


‘perience could furnifh her, in order to deferve 
. the confidence of Chamfada, and attain the ob- 
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~ge& of “her withes. The Sultanefs remained 
filent. ‘* But why this cruel referve with me?” 
faid the good nurfe. “ Look, my daughter, upe 
.on my grey hairs! If age and time have fur- 
rowed my brow with wrinkles, they have al- 
fo given me experience. I am no more the 
fport of paflion, and my counfels will be dictated 
by prudence.’? Chamfada, fhaken, but not con- 
vinced by thefe arguments, replied to her, 
4 My fecret is very weighty, ny. dear nurfe ; it 
weighs down my heart ; but it is impoffible it. 
fhould ever come out ne it. In trufting you 
with it, I muft be well affured, that it will re- 
main for ever fhut up in your breaft.”— 
¢ Your withes fhall be fulfilled,” faid the old 

“woman. ‘* I am difcreet, and never fhall my 
dips divulge your fecret; but let it be no more 
one, with her who takes fo lively an intereft in 
your happinefs.”” At length Chamfada could 
refift her no longer ; fhe related to her all her 
adventures, and informed her, that the young 
man, of whom the Sultan was become jealous, 
was her fon Shafeliman, who had been fuppof- 
ed to have been dead. 

“«O great Prophet ! I thank you,” exclaim- 
ed the nurfe. «+ Praifed be Mahomet! We. 
have nothing to ftruggle with ‘but chimeras ! 

_ Be comforted, my daughter; every cloud will 

difappear ; I behold the rifing of a bright day.” 

en‘ O my good mother! We will never, ne- 
j ver 
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ver reach it. Never. will this poiepiilice be 
believed to be my fon. We will be accufed 
of falfehood;. and I would. prefer the lofs of his 
life, and of my own, rather than be fufpected: 
of this infamy.”——“ I approve of your delica- 
cy,” faid the nurfe; “ but my precautions 
fhall prevent every thing that might hurt it.” 
Upon this fhe went out, and immediately en- 
tered the Sultan’s apartment, whom fhe found 
in the fame ftate of dejection and forrow, in. 
which fhe had left him; fhe embraced him and 
took him by the hand. : 

** My. fon,” faid fhe to him, ‘ you ate too 
much afli€ed, If you are a true Muffulman,, 
I conjure you, by the name of the great Pro« 
phet, and by the divine Maichouarblathafar- 
fourat *, to reveal to me the true caufe of the 
grief which afflicts you.” Unable any longer 
to withftand the force of this interceflion, the 
Sultan was forced to reveal all his diftrefs. 

** T loved Chamfada with my whole heart,’’ 
faid the Sultan. ‘‘ Her graces, her wifdom, her 
virtues, all. the charms, in a word, with which. 
fhe was adorned, appeared to me a delicious 
garden, where my thoughts. wandered ‘with 

X 2 delight.- 


* Maichowarblathafarfourat is the Arabic name of the 
114 chapters of the Alcoran, which fell upon Maho-- 
met’s breaft, when God fent them to him by the Angel! 
Gabriel, 
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_ delight.” Allis now changed into a frightful: 
’ defert, where I fee nothing but hideous mon-. 


fters, and dreadful precipices. Ghamfada is 
faithlefs. The falfe Chamfada, whom I ador- 


ed, and whom I love ftill, hath betrayed me.. 
She hath given her heart to a vile flave. 1. 


am fallen from. the height of an imaginary 
happinefs into a hell; where every evil tor- 


/-mentsme. The two criminals muft perifh :- 
nothing remains for me, but to proportion the. 


punifhment to. the crime, and endeavour to 


diftinguifh on which of the two my fevereft. 
juftice ought to fall. But, alas! what will it: 
coft-me to execute this fatal fentence! The. 


fame weapon which pierces the heart of my. 


adorable Chamfada, will wound my own with, 


a deadly firoke.” 
‘6 My fon! do nothing- rafhly,” faid the 


nurfe. “ You may expofe yourfelf to eternal: 
repentance. Thofe whom you think guilty are. 
in your hands ; you will always’ have time to. 
punifh them; allow yourfelf. time to examine. 
them. Time, fays the proverb, is the wifeft of 


all counfellers: many things are brought to 
light by time and patience.”—“ Ah! my good 
-murfe, what explanation can I expe&t? Is 
there any that could deftroy an attefted fa@ ? 


Chamfada loves this young man ; and pretend-. 
ing that fhe had a treafure in Perfia, fhe abufed- 
my confidence and affection, to obtain from me- 


an 
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an order to go in fearch of this adulterer, by’ 
whom we were to be difhonoured.”—“ My 
dear fon, be calm,” faid the old woman. “ I 
have a method of laying open to you the foul’ ~ 
of Chamfada. Caufe your hunters bring me’ 
an egret *. I will tear out the heart of this 
bird, which I will give to you ; and as foon as 
Chamfada-fhall be afleep, you muft bring it 
near hers, and it will be impoflible for her to 
conceal from you the {malleft fecret.” 

The King, delighted with having it in his 
power to difcover fo eafily the myftery, which 
kept him in fuch perplexity, inftantly ordered 
his officers to go and catch an egret in his gar- 
dens. One was brought to him, which he im- 
mediately gave to the old nurfe. * She tore its 
‘breaft, accompanying this action, extremely 
fimple in itfelf, with a magical charm; and the 
Sultan was put in pofleffion of its reeking 
heart. 

While the Prince was reflecting on the fur--. 
prifing virtues of this method, the nurfe had 
gone to the apartment of Chamfada. “ Eve~ 
ry thing goes well,” faid fhe to’her. “ Let your ‘ 
heart be filled with hope, and let your mouth: 
be prepared to difclofe the truth, without any 
referve! Expett, this night, to receive a 
-myfterious vifit. It will be from the Sultan: 
binaelty with the heart of an egret in his* 

X°3 handy- 
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hand. . A's foon as you perceive, that he brings» 
it near yours, feigning to be afleep, anfwer 
with precifion all the queftions which he may 


put to you; and let truth flow from your 


mouth, unfullied by the flighteft feruple.’” 
Chamfada tenderly thanked the nurfe, and: 


prepared herfelf to fecond this innocent ftrata- 


gem, befeeching the favour of the Holy Pro-. 


phet to carry conviction to his heart, who was 
endeavouring to difcover the truth. 


As foori. as night had fpread her “hades, . 
Chamfada, contrary to her cuftom, fignified: 


that fhe had need of reft. She fent away her 


> 


flaves, and threw herfelf upon a fopha. Scarce-. 
ly had fhe been there two hours, when the Sul- 


tan; impatient-to prove the nurfe’s fecret, pre- 


fented himfelf at the apartment of his favour-. 
ite: he found there the chief of the eunuchs.. 


* How is Chamfada employed ?”” demanded he. 
* She had need of reft,’’ replied the eunuch; 
** and.I believe fhe is upon her fopha.” The Sul- 


- tan entered without making the leaft noife, and: 
found her afleep. He approached very near’ 
her, in order the better to judge of the found-. 


nefs of her fleep; and thinking it profound, he 
judged it proper to try his experiment ; 
and gently applied the heart of the bird to 


that of Chamfada, faying to her, * Cham. 


- fada, who is that young man whom you 


was vung: when one of my minifters fur- 
. prifed 


y, 
i Z 
Se ee 


‘ 
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pritea you ??— “ He is Shafeliman,” replied : 
fhe, without awaking, © the only child of my 
firft marriage, withthe fon of Selimantha my 
uncle 1” This child was ftabbed in his: 
cradle ; I am affured of this, by letters from 
your unele himfelf.”—-« He was indeed 
wounded, but the ftroke was not*mortal ; ikil- 
ful furgeons reftored him to life; and this was 
kept a fecret frem the murderer of my huf- 
band,”—* Why have you concealed it from. 
me, who loved you fo dearly ?”—* Becaufe 
my uncle, whofe memory I cherifhed, and 
wifhed to be refpected, had, fora political rea- 
fon, impofed upon you refpeéting this fa&. If 
what I have told you does not appear poflible, 
interrogate the young man, and his mouth. 
will confirm the trath of this declaration.” 

Having got this ray of light, the Sultan 
gave over his enquiries: he withdrew from 
his fpoufe, whom he fuppofed ftill afleep, left 
her apartment, and gave orders that the young 
man and the flave fhould be brought out of the 
dungeons, in ‘which. they were fhutup. This 
order was immediately executed. 

The unfortunate Shafeliman, who-was lan- 
guifhing in his prifon,fuddenly hearing the vaults 
refound, with the norfe of the bolts and keys, 
believed that his laft hour was come, and that 
the ignominy of punifhment was about to ter- 
minate his exiftence. -‘¢ Great God,” faid he, 

raifing 
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' yaifing his innocent hands to heaven, ‘ my life: 
is in thy hands; to thee I refign it; but watch: 
over the life of my mothe: !” 

Shafeliman and the flave were brought be- — 
fore the Sultan.. This Prince.did not leave to’ 
others the care of proving a fa& fo important 
to his honour and repofe. He ran to the young 
man, and fearched in-his bofom for the fear of 
Balavan’s poniard; he found it, and, tranfported | 
with joy, he exclaimed, ‘‘ O God! for ever be’ 
thou bleffed, for having preferved me from, the 
dreadful crime I was- about to commit! and 
thou his great Prophet, a fignal mark of whofe - 
protection, the virtues of Chamfada have 
drawn down upon-me, to fo many favours, ftill 
add that of enabling me to efface, by my fervi- 
ces, the dreadful forrows I have occafioned, and 
the idea of the injuftice I was about to commit !”” 
Then throwing himfelf into the arms of Shafe- 
liman, ‘* Come, dear and unfortunate. Prince, 
come to my heart ! Let your image be joined 
there, with that of my beloved Chamfada, that 

-my moft tender affetions may henceforward ° 
be centered on one object alone! But deign to 
fatisfy my curiofity, and inform me by what 
chain of events you have been conducted hither, . 
unknown to all the world. » How have you 
exifted ?. Speak, Prince: I am impatient to 

- know more particularly the perion who reftores . 
me. to happinefs. : 

Shafeliman,, — 
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- Shafeliman, encouraged by the demonftra-. 
tions of fuch affecting kindnefs, then gave a 
faithful detail of his adventures, from the mo« 
ment in which he had been hurled from the. 
throne into prifon, even to that in which, re= 
duced to the humble condition of a fhepherd, 
he had been found by the meffenger of his 
mother, furrounded by robbers, drawn up out 


a of the well into which they had been let down, 


and conduéted tothe court of the Sultan. 
While this recital engaged the attention of 
Benfirak, Chamfada his fpoufe, although lefs 
troubled than on the preceeding days, was not. 
altogether ina tranquil ftate. The-events had 
become too important for her. She endeav-~ 
oured to find out with what defign the Sultan, 
after having queftioned her, had departed fo 
abruptly ; the had not been able to learn what 
he had done, nor what was become of him, 
fince the confeffion which fhe had made to him. 
She was indulging thelfe refleCtions, and conti- 
nued-funk in.the fleep in which the Sultan 
_feemed to furprife her. All at once, twenty 
flaves, carrying flambeaus, came to jlluminate 
her apartment; they walked before the Sul- 
tan, who conduéted in his hand, and looked 
with kindnefs on the beloved fon of the moft 
virtuous mother. He had caufed Shafeliman 
be dreffed in the moft magnificent garments 5 
he was adorned with the moft beautiful dia 
monds,. 
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monds, in which Benfirak had delighted to-be 
decked, on the days of triumph. ‘Soothe 
your forrows, adorable Chamfada,”’ cried he,. 
throwing himfelf into her arms. ‘‘ The favour. 
of heaven reftores to you a hufband and a fon, 
whofe feelings and affection fecure your feli- 
city for ever.” Shafeliman, on his knees, 
kiffed the hands of his mother; and tears of 
confolation exprefied the fentiments of the fon,. 
and of the delighted pair. 

As foon as day had ‘sccm this happy 
night, the Sultan aflembled the Choice of his- 
troops, and put himfelf at their head, accom. 
panied by Shafeliman. He took the road for 
Perfia, caufing heralds go before him, and an- 
nounce to the people of that kingdom, that he-- 
was about to re-eftablifh, on the throne, their’ 
rightful King, affaflinated, perfecuted, and de- 
throned by the ufurper Balavan. Scarcely 
had they reached the frontiers of Perfia, when: ~ 
a party of the faithful fubjeéts of the old King, 
Selimanfha, always attached to the blood of 
this auguft family, came to range themfelves. 
under the banners of the Sultan of Egypt, and. 
of Shafeliman. The perfidious Balavan heard. 
_ this difagreeable intelligence ; and endeavoured 
to aflemble his forces, in order to difpute the 
ground with a powerful enemy, who came to 
overwhelm him ; but no one would repair to. 
kis colours ; and he was obliged to fhut him- 

felf: 
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felf'up in his eepieal, with his ufual gat’; and 
‘the few fubjeéts on whofe- Baelity he thought 
he could depend. 
But if virtue, purfued by a fuperior force, 
was fo often deferted, where will be the re- 
fources of guilt! Ifpahan is invefted; and 
Balavan, betrayed by his minifters, is deliver- 
ed up to the Sultan Benfirak, who turning his 
eyes from a monfter, who had difhonoured the 
- throne, by the moft dreadful crimes, and di- 
reGting himfelf to Shafeliman,, ‘* My fon,’ 
faid he, ** to you I commit the fcourge of your 
fibjeGts, and your father’s murderer ; difpofe 
of his lot, and give orders for his punifhment.” 
— Oh! my benefactor! Oh! my father! 
It belongs not to me to difpofe of him,” re- 
plied Shafeliman ; “‘ vengeance muft come 
down from above. Let him go to the fron- 
tiers, to guard that dangerous part with which 
I was entrufted; if he is:innocent, he will be 
preferved, as I have been ; but if he is guilty, 
his decree is pronounced, and nething can fuf- 
_ pend its execution.”. The Sultan approved of 
the decifion of Shafeliman ; and Balaven fet out 
to make head againft the Infidels. But divine 
juftice was now prepared: to infli& its ftroke. 
He was taken, chained, and thrown into the 
fatal well, where gnawing remorfe, and dread- 
ful defpair continued to torment him, till the 
wmoment, when the bloody fragments of his 
body 
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body ftained the rocks, from whofe fummit he 
“was thrown. 

Meanwhile, the prefumptive heir of the Pere 
fian crown, the happy Shafeliman, feated on 
the throne of his anceftors, received the oaths 
of his people. He commenced a-reign, of 
which wifdom and piety laid the foundation, 
and recalled to the Perfians the fublime virtues 
vof the grand Caliph Moavies The Sultan of 
Egypt, after having feen this young Sovereign 
fhine in the {plendor of the moft. diftinguifhed 
virtues, and having tenderly embraced him, re+ 


turned to his dominions,and by his prefence com=. 


pleted the joy of the amiable Chamfada. No- 
thing afterwards difturbed the repofe of this 
chappy pair; and having reached at laft the 
_ ‘term allotted to human greatnefs, they fell 
afleep in that peace which is the portion of 
faithful Muffulmen. 


“ Sire,” faid Aladin to King Bohetzad, af 
‘ter having finifhed his recital, ‘* fee by what 
fecret and wonderful ways Providence deli« 


vered Shafeliman from the hands of perfecu-- 


tion! ‘See how it led Balavan into the very 
gulf he had dug for another! No, God will 
never fuffer guilt to triumph, and innocence to 
be punifhed. His vigilance and juftice no- 


thing can efcape; and fooner or later he will 
tear afunder the veil with which the wicked 


are 


SS Oh 
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ave covered. As for me, Sire! encouraged by 


my confcience, and convinced, that man can- 


-not alter the decrees of my deftiny, Iam al- > 


ways firm, and in hope. I only fear, that 
your juftice will light on your Viziers, my 
accufers !” — 

At this difcourfe, equally firm, wife, and 


‘modeft, the King was left ftill more irrefolute 
‘than ever. ‘“ Let the execution of the fen-~ 


tetice be fufpended !” faid he. ‘* Let this young 
man be conduéted back to prifon. The fi- 
lence of the night, and the refleétions which 
his recital will oceafion, may enlighten my 
judgment, and to-morrow I fhall more eafily 
take my refolution.” 

As foon as Aladin had been led back to his 
dungeon, one of the Viziers began: “ Sire! 
your Majefty fuffers yourfelf to be overcome 


by the magic of this young impoftor’s difcourfes. 


The great Prophet preferve you from yielding 
to fentiments of mercy in his behalf! When 
guilt remains unpunifhed, the fplendor of the 
throne is obfcured. You are feated there for 


-no-other purpofe, but to adminifter juftice ; the 


crime of this villain is evident, and his punith- 
ment ought to be fignal; the moft awful fhould | 


be fixed upon, that it may ferve as an example 
- .to fuch.—‘ Let orders be immediately given,” 


interrupted Bohetzad, eagerly, ‘* that a crofs 
be ereéted without the walls of the city, on 
Vou. III. Y the 
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asthe moft elevated firuation, and let the crimi- 
-nal be nailed toit. Let the dread of this appa- 
“tatus terrify thofe who might attempt to fol- 
Jow his-footfteps! Such is my final refolu- 
¢ion, and let it be announced ‘to the people by 
_the public criers.” 

The ten Viziers were sie pleafed to hear 
:this refolution. They hoped at length, by 
_their fecret plots, to make the-obje& of their 
-envy fall beneath the fword of juftice, and were 
-cager to order the appatatus of punifhment. 

On the morning of the following day, which 
was the eleventh fince the confinement of Ala- 
‘din, the ten Viziers went to the King. 

“ Sire !” faid they, “ your orders are obeyed; 
syour pleafure is known, and the people, affem- 
bled round the crofs, wait only for him who 
is to die upon it.” : 

Bohetzad. gave orders, that the crinvinal 
hould be brought tohim. As foon as he ap-— 
_peared, the ten Viziers lifted up their voice 
-againft him.. “* Wretch ! offspring of villains!” 

_ -faid they to him, ‘ the:feythe of death is-raif- 
ed over thy head ; thy ftratagems are exhauft- 
.ed ; and thou art about-to. receive the reward 
of thy crimes and rafhnefs.”—‘‘ Audacious 
-minifters |” faid Aladin, looking at them with 
aconfident but modeft air, ‘ it belongs not to 
‘you, to mark my foreliead with the feal of 
-Seath! Ifthe decree which flrikes me, comes 
‘ not 
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not from heaven, what could all your attempts" 
- avail?* Guilt. alone can be afraid of them.» 
But fince I have nothing wherewith to re-’ 
proach myfelf, had I even my head under the 
_ fatal fword, I-fhould- be preferved from the: 
ftroke, like the flave who was accufed although - 
innocent.”’—“ Sire?” interrupted all the Viziers 

at once, * impofe filence on this audacious 

fellow. He withes ftillto deceive your Ma- 

jefty by a new tale.”—** 1 with not to impofe 

upon the King,” replied Aladin; “ it is you 

who cherifh faliehood and impofture,” , 
* Stop!” faid Bohetzsd to him ; “I will yet 

put my patience to a laft effort, and agree to- 

hear the hiftory of your flav ) and of his deli- 

verance.”: 

- O! the clemency of my-King !” replied. 
Aladin; ** may truth at length reach your 

heart, which is fo difficult of accefs! I with 
"not, by a falfe relation, to deceive your Majef~ 

ty; the flory I am going to relate is cree: 
known throughout all Chaldea.” 











Hiftory of a King of Haram, and of the Slave. - 


Tue King of Haram, uneafy at the manner ~ 
in which his Viziers and Cadis adminiftered 
puitice i in the provinces of his.empire, went one 
Yo2 nighe - 
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night from his palace, difguifed, and only ef- 
corted by two eunuchs.’ By chance he pafied: 

“near a dungeon, from whence he heard .a plain- 
tive and lamentable voice. He learned, that. 
this place ferved as a prifon, in which crimi- - 
nals, condemned to death, were fhut up; and 
approaching nearer it, in order to hear diftin@ly 
the doleful accents, which appeared to come 
from the bowels of the earth, he heard thefe. 
words: - 23 4x : 

‘‘ O powerful Sovereign! Thou who watch-. 
eft conftantly over the unfortunate, ftooping 
under the burden of his mifery, wilt thou fuf- 
fer innocence, falfely accufed, to fink under: 
prefumptions, which a fatal deftiny, hath heap-- 
ed upon it! Infinite mercy! none of thy 
creatures are infignificant in thy eyes; thou 
heareft the cries of a worm ; liften to that of 
thy flave, O God of goodniefs ! and if my death 
is not determined by thy providence, arreft' 
the firoke with which Iam threatened.” 

A filence, interrupted only by fighs, face 
ceeded this prayer. The King of Haram re- 
turned to his palace, with a heart moved by 
thefe lamentations, anda fpirit troubled with 
this adventure. In vain did he feék repofe ; 
the idea of the death of an innocent perfon a- 

-  gitated him ; and he only waited the return of: 
‘day to clear up this myflery. 
; As 
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AS fon as the fun had. enlightened the: 
earth, he called together his minifters, ‘and de~~ . 
feribed to them the place from which the ~ 
cries came, that had excited his pity. They: 
informed him, that the unfortunate perfon, - 
confined in this dungeon, was deftined to die 
that very day upon the fcaffold. They gave’ 
him an account of his trial, from which the 
crime appeared clear, and two witnefles cer-" 
tified, that the flave, whom his Majefty had 
heard, was the perpetrator of it. The King of- 
Haram could not refift what human juftice rec- 


‘Kons evidence, and immediately confirmed the 


order for his execution. 

The flave, convicted of the crime, was ta- 
ken from the dungeon ; he walked to punith- 
ment with a firm and modeft countenance ; his 
hands bound, and his eyes lifted up to heaven, 


- which was now his only hope. He was at the 


foot of the crofs; the executioners were pre- 
paring to ftrip him of his clothes, when an 
unexpected noife entirely changed the afpec& 
of this fcene of death. A hoftile party, hav- 
ing formed the defign of making themfelves 
matters of the city, waited untill the-people, at- 
traéted by curiofity to fee the execution, fhould 
have gone out of it.. They haftily quitted the 
ambufcade, in which they were concealed, fell - 
upon the guard, and difperfed it. All thofe 
who- endeavoured. to defend it, either fell by: * 
oy the : 
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the :fword, or were made prifoners; not one 
efeaped, except the unhappy flave, who wasa- 
bout to fuffer an ignominious death; but whom. 
it could not deprive of innocence and honour.. 
The enemy, dreading the approach of the 
King, withdrew to a diftance, in order to in- 
creafe their forces, carrying with them the 
booty they had got, and deferred to another 
time the confummation of their enterprife. * 

Meanwhile, the flave, delivered. from his. 
chains, by the hands of the enemy, and ftill 
fearing left people fhould be difpatched to pur-. 
fue him, gained the country, and walked day 
and night, without ftopping. At length, o- 
vercome with fatigue, he ftopped under the 
fhade of a laurel, which, from its fize and 
height, appeared coeval with the world, and. 
fat down. Oppofite to this tree, and very 
near it, was the entrance of a dark cave ; two 
torches threw’ a dreadful light around it, witli- 
otit altogether difpelling its darknefs. His at- 
tention was fixed with aftonifhment. on. thefe 
- objeéts, which infpired him with terror, when 
. he thought he obferved thiefe two lights move, 
and advance towards‘him. Thefe bright fires 
were nothing’ but the glaring eyes of a mon~ 
ftrous lion, which came out of the cave, and 
flowly approached the unhappy flave, who had 
nothing with which he could defend himfelf. 
‘Fhe animal’ hoard his tail around him, and 
without 
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without hurting him, put him on his back, 
and carried him into the cave. He inftantly: 
went out of it again, in order, with one ftroke 
of his tajl, to overthrow the enormous laurel, 
under which the man had been formerly feat- 
ed; and having placed it at the mouth of the 
cave, in order to fhut up its paflage, the dread- 
ful creature ran into the defert-in fearch of its 
female, whom want of food for their whelps 
had carried far from their common haunt. 
The mouth of this cave, very exatly fhut 
up by the trunk of the tree, was inaccellible 
to all human power. However, there was 
ftill fufficient light left, for the flave to view 
the infide of this dreadful habitation, to diftin- 
guith its inhabitants, and to fee there the 
fragments-of bones and food, with which the 
ground was covered. He faw likewife two 
young lions couching on a heap of mofs, who 
were not frightened by his prefence. In an 
oppofite corner, he: perceived a heap of human 
bones, the fad remains of the unfortunate, 
whom the fame deftiny, that had brought him 
there, had drawn toward this frightful abode. 
Neverthelefs, amid thele objects, fear did not 
damp his. courage ; he turned towards. the _ 
fouth; and, like a faithful Mufflulman, addref- 
fed-his prayer to the great Prophet, with as 
much zealand fervour, as if he had been in 


. the 
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the moft fplendid mofque, and in the esl fe-- 
cure afylum. 

Full of confidence in:the Sovereign arbiter” 
of deftiny, and being entirely recovered by? 
this religious att, he continued to caft his eyes* 
into the dark cavities of this den. There 
“were many clothes in it; he put his ‘hand in- - 
to one of the pockets, and found there a ftone ' 
and a piece of fteel for ftriking fire ; the earth: 
was covered with a dry mofs, which ferved as» 
litter to the favage inhabitants of this dwell- 
ing. The poflibility of getting out revived his 
courage ; and fcarcely was the enterprife con- : 
ceived, when it was put in execution. He fet » 
fire to the mofs which he had colleéted at the ' 
mouth of the cave; the flames penetrated the’ 
moift bark of the laurel’s roots; and the fire - 
{peedily increafing; the tree loft its fupport, ° 
and fell upon its: fide with a -crafh, fo as to 
leave the mouth of the cave quite open. In‘ 
examining this cave, he had feen-a bow, fabres, » 
~and poinards, which might ferve for his de-- 
fence. He had alfo difcovered, by the light, : 
a pan with coined gold, and pieces of this me- 
tal, with precious jewels of different kinds. 
Provided, in this manner, with every thing - 


_. which could affift his efcape, he armed him- 


felf with what was neceflary, cut away, with 
his fabre, the burning branches which oppofed : 
j his - 


; ARABIAN TALES. 96x. 
liis paflage, and blefling God, at length ‘reco- 


_vered his liberty. 


Scarcely had the flave got ont r this. dan-. 
gerous cave, when he: perceived the lion, at- 
the diftance of four bow fhot, and the lionefs, 
fomewhat farther off in-the plain. He put 
upon his bow a deadly arrow ; and the lion, 
thinking to dart upon his prey, ran with great 
rapidity againft the arrow, which was dif- 
charged at him; the fteel reached his heart, 
and he fell a lifelefs lump. 

The flave, freed from this enemy, foon had 
the other alfo to contend with. He darted his 
arrow, but-it made only a flight wound; the. 
animal, rendered ftill more furious, rufhed 
forwards to throw him on the ground. The 
flave oppofed her with his poniard; and plun- 
ged it into her fide; the lionefs, roaring aloud, 
made anew effort, but with his fcymeter he 
ftruck off one of her fore paws, and difabled 
her. for the combat ; fhe rolled along the earth,. 
making the echoes refound with her roaring ; 
the young lions, from the cave, anfwered her 
with hideous cries, which would -have filled 
the moft warlike foul with terror. In the 


‘mean time, the conqueror fecured his vi€tory, 


by piercing the animal in the vital parts, till. 
at length fhe funk under the vigour of his. 
arm. He ran immediately to butcher the 
whelps, and drew them out of the cave. Af- 
ss ter. 
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_ terthis feat of valour, he jebked Sh in the plaint 
for a tree, the fruit of which might afford hime 
nourifhment, anda ftream in which he might 
quench his thirft; and ftill aided by Provi- 
dence, every thing feemed fubje& to his de-- 
fires, and offered itfelf to his hand. 

Having at length recruited his firength, ex- 
haufted by fo much fatigue, he re-entered the: 
cave, whofe inhabitants he had deftroyed,. 

_ made himf{clf mafter of the treafures it contain- 
ed, {hut up its entrance with the branches of a 
tree, and armed to as much advantage as pof- 
fible, and furnified with gold and filver to” 
fatisfy his wants, he took the road to his na- 
tive country. He arrived there at the end of: 


fome days, and gave an account of his hiftory.- 
to his relations, Camels and flaves were dif-- 


patched - to bring away the precious effects. 
which were left inthe lion’s den, Poffefied of 
fo much riches, the beneficent flave fhared: 


them with the indigent.~ Not far from his ha- 


bitation, he built an afylum for caravans, pil-- 
grims, and travellers, who might be obliged to 
take that road; and from the fpoils of a lion’s 


~. den, he ereéted:a temple of charity. 


“« Sire !” added ‘Aladin, after having finihh-- 
ed his relation, ‘you fee how this flave, con- 
demned to perifh upon the crofs, on the falfe 
evidence of his enemies, and in danger of being 
devoured by lions, was miraculoufly delivered 

from. 
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from ehete dangers : while his accufers and ee 
nemies, eager to feaft their eyes with the fight 
of his tortures, were maflacred and punifhed. 
.The King of Haram, deprived of part of his 
fubjects, fuffered the punifhment of his negli- 
gence, in not examining the proceedings him- 
felf, and not liftening fufficiently to complaints, 
which, although they moved his pity, had not 
varmed his juftice.” 

Bohetzad felt an unufual ftruggle betwixt 
his own power, the relations and reflc€tions of 
Aladin, and the folicitations of his minifters. 
A voice within him pleaded powerfully a- 
gainft the judgment he had pronounced; yet 
the orders which he had.given publicly; the 
appatatus of the crofs, already prepared with- 
out the walls .of the city ; the crowd of people 
impatient to enjoy this execution, fo long de- 
layed, all feemed to encreafe the embarafiment 
ofthe King. His Viziers, feeing him hefitate 
again, were eager to fix his refolution, by the 
ftrongeft remonftrances ; and going over all the | 
arguments they had already alledged, they end- 
ed by alarming the King-refpedting the dura- 
tion of his power. ‘ Well!” {aid the King, 
“‘¥ feel, in fpite of yeu, that my heart revolts 
at what I am doing ; neverthelefs, as the crime 
appears to me evident, and as the fafety of my 


kingdom ae Beer this decree, I yield to 


your 
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-your reafons.. Let the criminal be condutted 
to punifhment.”’ 

‘That very inftant, the guard feized Aladin. 
‘He was bound with cords, loaded with chains, 
-and led without the city, to the place, where 
torture was to terminate his exiltence. The 
_ King himfelf, mounted upon an elephant, and, 
followed by his whole court, repaired to the 
place of punifhment; he was feated upon a 
_ throne, from which he-beheld this execution. 

“The unfortunate Aladin was already ftripped, 
when fuddenly a ftranger, rufhing through the 
crowd, and removing the guards, and every 
obftacle that oppofed his -paflage, threw him- 
felf into the arms of Aladin. ‘*O my fon! 
‘my dear fon !”? exclaimed he, the tears flowing - 
. in a torrent from his eyes; he could fay no 
more, for grief ftopt his utterance. This un. 
-expeéted event threw the people into commo- 
tion, and. the King gave orders, that the ftran- _ 
ger fhould be brought before him. 

“¢ Sovereign Monarch,” faid he to him, em- 
bracing his knees, “ fave the ‘life of the unfor- 
tunate young mau, whom you have condemned 
‘to death. If a criminal mutt die, give orders | 
for my punifhment ; I wait it-at your feet.” 

«© Who are you?” {aid the King. “ What 
intereft have you in this ctiminal?””—* Sire! 
Tam the chief of-a band of robbers. Search- 
ing one day in the defert for a fountain to al- 


lay 
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i May" the thirft of my company, I found upon 

the grafs, on the brink of a fountain, and at 
-the feet of five palm trees, which covered it ~ 
with their fhadowy a piece of cloth, interwoven 
with gold, and fome fwaddling cloaths, on 
which an infant breathed, who had juft opened 

its eyes to the light. Moved with compafiion 

for this innocent creature, I- carried him to my 
houfe, where my wife became his nurfe. This 
child was not ours, Sire! But he was to usa 
‘gift from heaven, and became dearer to us 
than our own. He was endowed with fuch 
~excellent qualities, and fo many virtues, that 
we regretted our having abandoned thofe which 

‘the exercife of our profeffion had made us for- 

get ; for in fhort, to my fhame, I avow it, Sire, 

“we were robbers. He followed us in our expe- 

' - ditions, and diftinguifhed himfelf on every occas 
‘fion, by deeds of valour and humanity. We 
loft him in a fituation, when overcome by the 
number—” No other circumftance was necefla- 

'. ‘ry to inform the King, that he who was about 
to die by his command, was the only fruit of 
‘his loves with Baherjoa. He quickly defcend- 

‘ed from his throne, flew to Aladin, with his 
own poniard ftruck the cords from-off his fon, 
and clafped him in his arms, with marks of the 

__ moft lively affection. “ Ah! my fon,” ex- 
_ ‘claimed he; “I have been on the point of 
_ plunging in my heart, the dagger of endlefs 
~ Von ahs Zz repentance, 
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repentance. Great God! how profound is 


thy wifdom, how unlimited thy power! My | 


heart muft have been torn at the fight of a 
etuel punifhment, and thou’ didft convert this 
apparatus of terror and difmay into a fpedtacle 
of triumph and joy, whofe ravifhing {plendor 


my foul can with difficulty fupport !”” -He a-' 


gain embraced Aladin, fet him upon an ele- 
| phant, and returned to the palace, amid the 
din of trumpets, and the i of the 
people. 

Baherjoa had-been already informed of his 
unexpected happinefs, in finding a fon, for 
~whofe fate fhe had been fo often alarmed. In 
a fhort time, the King himfelf prefented to her 
this dear child, drefled in fuch fplendid gar- 
ments, that it was not eafy to difcover the al- 
teration which a tedious confinement had pro- 
duced upon him. The joy of this event foon 
.{pread through all ranks in the kingdom. 
Courtiers, merchants, and artifts partook of it; 
. the mofqnes were opened, and. the people 
crowded thither, to render thanks to God, and 
his Prophet ; public rejoicings teftified the ge- 
neral happinels ; the city of Ifpahan was, on 


this day, ‘transformed into a fcene of pleafure 5” 


.and every thing, even the birds of heaven, fung 


the glory of the Monarch, and the deliverance 


of Aladin. 
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The ten Viziers alone, far from participating 
in the public happinefs, were thrown into adark 
dungeon, where the remorfe of their confcien+ 
ces anticipated the punifhment which, at the 
end of the thirty days that had been appoint~ 
ed for feafting, they were doomed to fuffer.. 
At length, by the orders of the Sovereign, 
they were brought to the foot of the throne, 
which was now become fo formidable to them. 
Aladin was feated at his father’s right hand: 
they turned away their guilty eyes, and after 
’ a filence, that impofed refpe@t and terror, Bo~ 

hetzad thus addrefled them :: 

* Pretended fupports of my throne !” faid he 
to them ; ‘* minifters fo jealous of my glory ! 
behold this criminal, whom, with fo much 
cruel obftinacy, and fuch diftinguifhed eager- 
nefs, you purfued; I ought to have fent him 
to punifhment without hearing him ; by liften- 
ing to his ftorics, I expofed my glory, my 
fafety, and the peace of my fubjects ; juftify 
yourfelves, if you can; you have liberty to 
f{peak.” 

In vain. did the King endeavour to make 
thefe guilty. minifters open their mouths ; they 
were feized with a mortal coldnefs ; their eyes, 
fixed on the ground, could not be drawn from, 
it ; their lips quivered ; their feeble limbs bent 

—‘wnder their knees, and feemed ready to. fail 
thena, © Speak,” faid Aladin to them, in hig 

. Ls : turn 3; 


+ 
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turn; “ where now is that attachment-to the- 


. rules-of juftice, which rendered you fo elo-. 


quent againft the fon of a chief of the robbers, , 


who was guilty, in your eyes, of a crime, 
which ought to be expiated by the moft infa< 
mous of all punifhments?. Are your courage. 
and your zeal for the glory of the kingdom 
annihilated? . Bring forth the witneffes of the 
crime which I have committed, in attempting, . 
by prefents, to feduce the Queen, and intimi~. 
dating her by threats. But guilt weighs you 
down, remorfe preys upon you, and ora 
confounded with fhame.” 


“ Your fentence, already written in heas - 


ven,” refumed Bohetzad, “‘ is about to be ex- 
ecuted on earth. Let nine other croffes be e-. 
re&ted, in the place where that for my fon 


Was prepared, and there, at length, let thefe. 


ten wretches finifh their days ; and let the.pub- 
lic criers announce this decree to the people! 
The order was inftantly executed. 

Bohetzad then leading back his fon to the- 
palace, continually renewed the tender proofs 
_ of his affe@tion. ** Ah! dear fon !’’ would he 
fay, ‘* how was you fo little intimidated by the 
death which threatened you, as to recolleé all 
the circumftances you related?) Whence have 
_ youd drawn thofe numerous maxims, and judi- 
- gious reflections, which can only be the fruit. 
ef experience and Susy? 2" 
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'& Sire,” replied Aladin, ‘ it was not I who 
fpoke, but heaven which infpired me. In my - 
infancy I had not been neglected; and fince 
that happy moment, in which I had the good. 
fortune to be placed near your Majefty, Ihave 
been perfected in wifdom. The woman, whom: 
I took for my mother, early direéted my at- 
tention to the divine Koran, by whofe facred’ 
precepts, fhe told me, I ought to regulate my 
conduét : But, what will appear mot extraor- 
_dinary to you, Sire, is, that her hufband, led 
away by the force of habit, brought up in 
guilt almoft from his infancy, and not 
hefitating in the leaft to plunder caravans, 
fhould yet be afraid of breaking his word: he 
was a faithful hufband, a kind mafter to his 
flaves, to me more than an affectionate father, 
and of all men the leaft greedy of plunder.’ 
He cheriihed me; and as at that time I was not 
fo well informed as I am at prefent, I honour- 
ed him as a benefactor, and loved him as a 
parent.” : 

‘** Enough refpecting him, my fon,” replied 
the King. “ Returning from the awful fcene 
they have juft beheld, and warned by the fig- 

_nal which the Muczins have founded from the’ 
“top of the mofques, the people are about to fill. 
them. Order my treafurer to follow you ; 
and let plentiful alms and charity every where: 
- accompany your fteps, and announce, in a fuit-- 
: » aes ' able: 
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able manner, the heir, whom, for the profpe-. 
rity of my empire, heaven has or to my» 
arms,” 

‘As foon as the religious ceremonies. were - 
finifhed, the King ordered the chief of the rob-. 
bers, who was known to have remained at If. 
feffara, to be conduéted to the bath, to be de- 
cently dreffed, and brought to the palace, that 
_ he might enjoy the triumph of his adopted fon. 

Far from reproaching him with his former 
- manner. of life, and prefuming much on the» 
natural principles of this man, whom éxample 
had not corrupted, whom opportunities had 
not feduced, and whom want had not provoked ;. 
he appointed him to the command of a fron- 
tier province, where he muft neceflarily com- 
mand refpedt, by his activity and military ta- 
lents. 
_ Bohetzad, Baherjoa, and Aladin, reunited 
‘by the ties of blood, of love, and of friendfhip, 
pafled many years in unalterable affection, _ 
continually finding means to draw. clofer the 
knots which:bound them together. At length, 
the Monarch, feeling from his age and ftrength, 
that it was time to refign the fceptre into more 
fteady hands, he aflembled his divan; his mi- 
nifters, viziers, cadis, lawyers, princes, lords, | 
and all.the grandees of the realm. 
_, © Nature,” faid he to them, “ hath called” 
~ my fon to fucceed me; but, in his miraculous 
prefervation, 


\ 
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prefervation, heaven. has given a clear indica- 

tion of its will. In putting the crown upon » 
his head this day, I only obey its decrees, and 

_ give you a mafter more worthy than I to com- 

mand.” 


The perfe& tranquillity which reigned in the 
palace of the Sultan, when the Sultanefs had 
finifhed the hiftory of King Bohetzad and his ten 
Viziers, announced that all were yet enjoying 
-repofe. Dinarzade, anxious to fill up the time, 
faid to Scheherazade, ‘ Sifter, you have the 
art of interefting us in behalf of your heroes ; 
there is one, whofe hiftory for a long time you 
have given us reafon to expect, and who is not 
indifferent to you, for you frequently amufe 
yourfelf by finging his produétions. He was 
pofleffed of four forts of merit, which, when 
they are united, always have a great effeG ; he 
was amorous, brave, a poet, and devout.”— 
«« The Chevalier Habib, you mean fifter,” re- 
plied Scheherazade ; ‘‘ with pleafure I will un- 
dertake the recital of his adventures and a- 
mours.”” 








it ifory eo Habib and é Neinibencoap, or the 
Knight. 


"Fs tribe.of Ben Hilac, the moft numerous 
and the braveft of Arabia, had formerly for its — 
Emi, 


© 
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Emir, Ben Hilac Salamis, the moft renowned! 
man of his time, for his wifdom, his military’ 
talents, his religion, his probity, and, in a word, 
for all the virtues which charaéterize the manof- 
quality, and the warrior. Theunion of fo many 
good qualities had raifed him to be chief over’ 
fixty-fix tribes, whom he governed with wifdom,. 
and whofe confidence he merited. Happinefs 

and fuccefs, which are often the fruits of ex- 

- cellent condué, had attended him in war, and 

did not forfake him in peace. Arrived:at full. 
maturity, this Prince wanted nothing but an 
heir to complete his felicity ; but this blefling: 
heaven had not as yet beftowed. 

During the feaft of the Harapbat, Salamis: 
continually loaded the altar with facrifices ;: 
and having proftrated himfelf on the fteps of 
the tabernacle, he addreffed his prayers to the 
holy Prophet, and with refignation and rever- 
ence waited for a bleffing fo effential-to his hap-- 
pinefs. One day,.when he had doubled the in- 
cenfe of his facrifices, he fuddenly felt an a- 
greeable confolation, from which he:conceived 
the moft flattering hope. In this he was not 
deceived, for at the end of fome days the. preg- 
nancy of Amirala was declared ; and in nine 
months after this Princefs brought forth a fon, 
equal in beauty to the brilliant ftar, which, 
during the nights of fummer, recompenfes us 
for the abfence of the fun. Amirala took her . 

~ ghild: 
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. ebtiid ia her arms, and carefled him ‘witha. 


mingled tranfport of enthufiafm and love. 

és Lovely infant,” faid fhe, ** excellent re« 
prefentative of the refpectable ftock from which. 
thou art fprung, may the kiffes of my mouth 
be to thee as falutary, as are the rays of the fun. 
to the tender and new blown flower! Come 
to my bofom, and tafte there the firft fruits of 
my affection. . 

And thou, great Prophet! thou to whom the 
Moft High has commited the key of heavenly 
bleflings, thower down upon his head the influ- 
ences of thy divine fpirit! At thy powerful 
Yoice may the ftrongeft and moft brilliant, 
but mildeft of the ftars, conduét his defti-. 
de ae 
Happy tribes of the fmiling regions of Ara-. 


’ bia! for you has our Habib been given us! 


Come and behold the head of my young cedar ! 
You will diftinguith it among all the trees of 
the foreft ; rejoice ye happy tribes! one day 
it will cover you with its fhadow.” 

While Amirala thus celebrated the bleflings 
of the Almighty, the Emir having aflembled 


all the wife men of the nation, made them 


confult the ftars concerning the deftiny of his 
fon. At the proper hour, the eyes of the a- 
ftrologers were direfted to the azure vault, 
where they affirmed that a combat feemed to, 
take place. One ftar appeared to oppofe anom. 
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ther. A very brilliant one feemed to be darken 
ed, to difappear, or to be extinguifhed, like the 
meteors which fometimes fhoot athwart the — 
firmament ; but yet it never left its place ; and 
_ fome moments after it fhone with new luftre,, 
and was feen in the moft favourable conjunc 
tions. 
Then the oldeft of the aftrologers thus {pake ;. 
‘ Prince,” faid he to Salamis, ‘ your fon will 
live to be the glory and admiration of man- 
kind ; but never did mortal experience fo many’ 
dangers as will fall to his lot. Accidents and: 
reverfes await him, but he will be wonderfully 
fupported ; and fhould his courage and vigour 
of foul overcome all thefe trials, his labours 
will be crowned with love and glory.”—** What. 
ftrange deftiny !” replied. the Emir, ‘ could. 
nothing be oppofed to its rigour ?’"—“* Prince, 
from our prefent obfervation we are certain 
that the great planet, and the feven which fur- 
round it, are not in harmony; they. appear- 
ed to us exerting all their ftrength to aflitt 
your fon’s ftar, or to oppofe its bad influences ;. 
the afpeé& of thefe confli&s was terrible. But 
as the flar of Habib again appeared, you may. 
_ entertain fome hope ;. dangers were fhewn to us: 
very clearly ; but as it is always in the power. 
of man to elude, in fome degree, the ftrokes of 
deftiny, Habib muft, by his virtues, reftrain the 
+ pgs - ) bad 
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ad influences of his ftar, and force it to be fe 
vourable.” - 

Salamis was the braveft, and at the fame 
time, the moft refigned of men. ** The rever- 
fes of fortune which await my fon,” faid he, 
‘cannot furely exceed human ftrength. I 
muft form him to a manly charaéter, and che-_ 
rifh in his heart the feeds ofevery virtue. A- 
mirala will fecond my views, and by our unit- 
ed example and inftrutions, he fhall triumph 
over the dangers which threaten him.” 

Wo fooner could the circumcifed Habib arti- 
culate, than inftead of fpeaking words deftitute of 
meaning, he pronounced his confeffion of faith. 
He already praifed the Creator, Mahomet his 
apoftle, heaven, earth, the beings which inhabit 
them, and the immenfe fpace by which they 
are feparated. He fported with the letters of 
the alphabet, and arranged them in words, 
which had a well conne@ted meaning. When 
amufing himfelf with reeds, inftead of drawing 
the picture of a little cottage, he traced the 
form of a mofque. In fhort, his-amufements, 
his tafte, and his inclinations, early announced 
him to bea perfenage of no common kind. 

As foon as his body acquired ftrength, no 


‘regular hour was obferved for his repaft. It 
_ was neceflary to render him familiar with want, 


that tyrant of the humanrace. They began to 


shake him feel its firft ftrokes, that he might 
one 
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‘one day be able to endure them without cém- _ 
-plaint. It was neceflary to accuftom him to. 
‘every thing ; the mat on which he flept was 
taken from him, but he found equal repofe on 
the hardeft ground ; and he was expofed to the 
inclemency of the feafons, thathis body might 
never be hurt by their rigour. / 

He was inounted on young untamed horfes.; 
but by the addrefs which he already exercifed 
‘in lefs perilous fports, he inftantly found his ba- 
Jance ; and if, by any accident, he happened to 
fall, by his lightnefs and agility, he. foon reco- 
vered his feat. 

In this manner did Amirala form the body 
of her pupil. At the age of feven, he excel- 
led all other children in ftrength and: agility; 
nor were his underftanding and his heart ne- 
gle&ted. He recited chapters of the Alcoran, 
and explained their meaning. Accuftomed by 
his mother to behold with enthufiafm the won- 

‘ders of nature, he at the fame time remarked 
her beauties.: 

The time’ was now come when Salamis 
thought of completing an’education fo happily 
begun. But an inftru@tor muft be found as , 
perfe& for youth, as Amirala had been for in- 
fancy. There was in the camp an aged phi- 
lofopher, named Ilfakis, fkilled in all the fci- 
ences, and of an unblemifhed charaéter ; but he 
was infected witha difeafe, which was conduc- 

ting 
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ting him flowly to the grave. ‘* Ah! if God- 
-would reftore me the fage Ilfakis,” faid he in 
the hearing of one of his minifters, ‘ For’ 
what purpofe would you with this ?” replied the 
minifter. “I am this moment come from his 
tent; he told me he had taken an elixir, which 
had produced a wonderful effeét.. I found him 
ftanding, and indeed faw him take feveral very 
firm fteps ; and I have no doubt, if you with to 
fee him, but that he will be able to come 
hither.” —** Go,” faid the Emir, ‘ and requeft 
this of him; I look upon his recal to life as a 
miracle, performed {till more for my advantage 
than his.” 

Ilfakis came at the orders of the Emir, and 
accepted his propofal. The young Habib de- 
parted with his new matter, and lived in the 
fame tent with him. The attention of the go- 
vernor™, found a foil fo well prepared, that, 
every thing grew initwitheafe. Habib could 
already given names toall the ftars of hea- 
ven, defcribe the courfes of the planets, and cal. 
culate their magnitude and diftances. He dif. 

Vox. III. ‘Ae tinguifhed 


* The attention of the governor. From the Arabians 
we firft learned both the knowledge of the wonders of 
nature, and the method of inveftigating them.- Te 
them alfo we are indebted for the tranflations of the 


' works of the Greek philofophers.- Hence we ought 


not to be furprifed as what is here faid of the rapid 
eprogrefs of the young Habib. 


“ 
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_ tinguifhed the different forts of trees and plants, 


and pointed out theirproperties. If he fpoke of 


vegetation, he knew that heat and moifture are _ 


the caufes of fertility, If he {poke of the fea, 


‘he knew that it was formed by the rivers: he 


followed the vapours, exhaled from it by the 
fun, to the tops of the mountains, from whence 
he beheld the fruitful {prings roll back into the 
great abyfs, and thus perpetuate the fur- 
prifing works of nature. He could, aflign to 
every animal its proper clafs ; and if the vari- 
ous wonders of their inftina aftonifhed him, he 
ftill beheld them: fubjeé& to the more wonder- 
ful operations of reafon. a 


While he endeavoured, with the affiftance of 


Tifakis, to arrange all thefe ideas, he at the 
fame time laboured .to fix them in his mind ; 
and he had learned the art of writing with pens 
cut in feven ways*: 

Salamis wifhed one day that his fon fhould 
communicate fome of his knowledge to him. 
‘« Father,” faid he to him, ** you ought to afk 
this of my mafter, who is qualified to fpeak of 
learning ; as for me, I muft for along time em- 


"ploy 


* Pens cat in feven ways. ‘The pens which the Ara= 
bians ufe are made of reeds. We know not what mé- 
rit thefe people could affix to the fcience of cutting 
them in this‘manner; but we kndw that they afcribed 


- to this a great deal of the merit of good writing, — A 


i¥ 


i 
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ploy only my eyes and-ears; hic the ufe of 


the hand ought to be acquired long before that 


of the tongue, and thé charaéters which I am 
forming thould. be rendered as pure as the 
pearls of the water.” Salamis, delighted with 
this reply, afked the wife governor if there was. 
yet any thing he could teach his fon. ‘* The 


_ . young Prince,” replied Ilfakis, « although he 


afks me, queftions, could already prevent all’ 


my anfwers. I have laid open before him the 
great book of the world, where every ftep he 


at prefent takes by himielf will advance hima 


ftage ; the inftruction which fhould exclude the 


labour of application, would only retard his 
progrefs : it isnow time, Prince, that my pupil 
fhould engege in fuch arts asare effentially ne- 
ceflary to the man, who muft one day rule 


over fixty-fix warlike tribes. My affiftance, — 


in this way, could be of no ufe to him, and my 
body, called upon by its kindred earth, has no 
ambition but to return to its place of reft.”— 

“‘ Gloomy prefage !”” replied the Emir, “ you 
may yet promife yourfelf many years, and my 
treafures fhall make you enjoy them in abun- 


_ dance.”—*‘ Prince,” faid the fage, ‘a grain of 


fand, and all the riches of the world, afe equal 
in my eftimation; long have I been dead to 
every neceflity. This pitiful body, which I 
am no more anxious to preferve, owes the pro-~ 
longation ‘of its exiftence, to the fecret defigns 
: ‘ Aa2 of 
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of providence, for the advantage of Salamis, and 
this day the deftinies have fixed for ‘its diffolu- 
tion. I have received niy reward in the per- 
formance of my duty, and I wifh for no other 








here below.””——‘* Farewell then, virtuous Ilfa- ~ 


kis!” faid the Emir; ‘ receive my embraces, 
and thofe of my fon: Many tears will your ab- 
fence coft ns; but we will alleviate their bit- 
ternels, by repairing often to your tent.”— 
‘* You will repair thither no more,” replied 
he; “ my tent is like a vapour, which the wind 
is foon to diffipate, and-I am like the duft which 
it {weeps along. Farewell Salamis, adieu my 
dear Habib. Amidft the = which muft 
aifail you, remember me.” 

The young Habib was much affe&ed with 
this feparation: But how much more fevere 
was the proof to which his. fenfibility was put 
onthe day following ! His fage preceptor died 
as he returned to his tent ; and to preferve the 
camp, from the infection cwisiits it had {pread, 
his body was buried the moment it was for- 
faken' by the animating fpirit. The young 

pupil fhed tears in his mother’s bofom ; and 
“while Amirala endeavoured to comfort him, fhe 
was delighted with his tendernefs. She ex- 

chorted him to~raife his’ thoughts above this 
earth, which was infufficient for our felicity. 

Thefe confolatory ideas calmed the foul of the 
young Habib; yet he wifhed to pay the lag 
duties 


# 
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duties to his departed benefactor, to flrew his 
grave with flowers, and offer up his prayers to 
the Moft High. He came. to the tent of Ilfa- 
kis, carrying in his hand three chaplets of fym- 
bolical flowers ; a fweet melancholy took pof- 

-feffion of his foul, and opened a_paflage for the 
tears, which flowed involuntarily down his 
checks; for a moment he remained in filence, 
to enjoy an affliftion which had nothing pain- ‘ 
ful ; then raifed his voice. 

‘* ] am now treading onthe earth under which 
the body of my dear Ilfakis is at reft: Angels 
of death! when you approached to bear away 
his foul, were not you equally moved as I was 
at that mournful and folemn moment ? 

**O great Prophet! thou haft received into 
thy bofom this virtuous Mufflulman: Thou 
haft given him crowns that fhall never pcerith ; 
render thefe immortal which I place upon his 
athes, 

** The foul of my dear Ilfakis is not wander 
ing in thefe places ; elfe it would make plants 
and flowers flourifh on thefe barren plains, as one 
look or one word of his made the treafures of 
wifdom and the charms of virtue pring up im 
my heart. 

“Be happyy fleep on, reft in peace, bleffed 
foul! Accept the homage of my gratitude ; 
I come to crown thy cold-remains! Thou 
sich inform my reafon, madeft me love my 
Aa3 duty, 
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duty, and feel the {weets of friendthip ; 3 - this 
_ is the tribute of mine.” 
Salamis was waiting the return igf his Suet 
. & Habib! faid he to him, “ after having fa- 
tisfied the claims of your gratitude, you muft 
now think of acquiring that knowledge, which 
will be of more immediate ‘utility in your fi- 
tuation.’ You are my fon, and deftined by 
heaven to fueceed me in the command of the ~ 
valiant tribes, over whom I rule. You will 
be called to march at their head, in every mi- 
litary expedition. But, in order to condué them _ 
with propriety, you mnft inure your body to 
fatigue, and be able to humble the enemy 
: which, may dare to oppofe you. Strength, u- 
nited to courage, ought to render you the moft 
intrepid and gallant foldier in your armies. 
"You have already begun to accuftom yourfelf 
to bear arms : the effeminate alone fink under 
them ; to the man of courage they become fa- 
miliar. “Ah! could I find, among my war- 
riours, a man as capable to inftrué you in this 
profeflion, as Iifakis was in the feiences which’ 
you learned under his care. A complete war- 
Yiour is a pheefiix—feldom feen. The great 
” Prophet’ performed a miracle in our behalf, in 
preferving Ilfakis; and he only can fend me 
~fach a man, as I would with to place’ near 
you.”——‘! Father,” faid Habib, “ in my {ports : 
I pene to tide and fubdue the moft vigo~ 
te Geel tous 
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rous of your horfes, nor did ftrength and cou- 
rage ever forfake me. Exchange this linen gar- 
ment for a buckler of fteel; and when loaded 
with the thickeft fhield, and armed with the 
ftrongeft. fpear, I fhall be a companion who 
will not difgrace your arms. Ah! when shall 
I quit this drefs, which almoft. renders my fex 
equivocal, and conceals the ftrength with which 
nature has endowed me? Strength requires 
_ to be under regulation ; and I am only ambi- 
tious to learn the art of dire¢ting its exertion.” 
—'' Prefent worthy of heaven !” faid the Emir, 
embracing his fon ; ‘‘ Happy child! Hope of 
-my tribes! He who implanted in you fuch 
noble difpofitions, will furnifh us alfo with the 
means of their cultivation.” 

This converfation was fcarcely ended, when 
a warriour appeared without the camp, and 
demanded the honour of being admitted into 
the prefence of Salamis. ‘* Let him approach,” 
faid the Emir, ‘* anxious to fee juftice and 
peace reign upon earth, my heart has no other 
with than to live among thofe who are their 
defenders.” Upon this the ftranger arrived. 
_ The beautiful mane. of the ftately courfer 
"on which he rode, concealed him all, except 
the creft of his. helmet, and the plume which 
waved above. He approached the tent, and 
alighted from his fteed. Habib, who had gone 
eut to mect him, laid hold of the horfe’s bridle, 


ae 
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and delivered it to one of the Emir’s grooms. 
“+ Valiant knight,” faid he to him, “ with 
what intention have you come hither ?”——** I 
come,” replied the ftranger, “ to pay homage 
to the virtues, the courage, and the power of 
the great Emir, Ben-Hilac-Salamis, and to de- 
mand from the young Habib a fhare of thofe 
favours which the lovely daughter of Hye- 
men beftows upon him. The warriour, who 
receives her into his arms, will foon forget, 


amid the excefs of his joy, the dangers phe 


he has encountered.” : 

The Emir, not having nederQect shi re« 
quired an explanation of it from his fon: ‘* My 
father,” faid Habib, feelingly, ‘* this noble 
knight demands permiffion to falute you, and 
a fhare of my coffee.” Then turning towards 
the ftranger, ‘‘ Warriour,” faid he, “ to with 
for the favours ofthe daughter, of Hyemen, 
is to appear worthy ‘of thofe which the delights 
to pour into the heart of the lovers of glory. 
Here you can be refufed nothing; the hero 
whom. you fee is the Emir Salamis, and I 
am his fon Habib.” 

The two heroes then faluted one another. 
Salamis had never feen a man of fo fine a fta- 
ture, and of a figure which difplayed at once fo 
much majefty and grace. The fteel of hisarmour 
reflected fo itrongly the rays of the fun, that 
it feemed rather to eclipfe than, to borrow his 

a "Splendor, 
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fplendor. His helmet, refembling thofeme.. 
teors which fhine in the firmament, appeared 
one blaze of fire; the blade of his feymetar 
gleamed ata diftanceé? nor did gold or dia- 
monds fet off any part of his armour ; all its 
luftre was owing to its fimplicity, and the 
warriour’s care. 

While the ftranger was taking coffee, Sala- 
mis was folicitous to learn from himfelf the 
motives which had drawn him to his camp. 

*¢ Powerful and renowned Emir !” replied 
._ the Knight, “‘ I am a Parthian by defcent, but. 
born in the heart of India. I loved glory from 
my infancy, and courted it in the profeflion 
of arms. That which you have acquired in A- 
rabia awakened my ambition ; and I withed to 
be intimately acquainted with the man, whofe 
fame ferved me as anexample. When I had 
reached the firft tribe under your command, [ 
learned, that you were looking out for an in- 
ftruftor to affift the progrefs of the young Ha. 
bib ; and although, under fuch a father as Sav 
lamis, he muft learn every thing, yet as it 
might be neceflary to follow him more nearly 
in all-his exercifes, I flattered myfelf my fer- 
vices might be ufeful, and I come to make 
you an offer of them.” 

« Knight !”? deplied: the Emir, “ I am afe 
fe&ed with your conduct, and the loyalty of 
your difpofition determines me. But as my 

ak fon 
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fon, mutt one day beable to command the pros 
vinces of my empire, which I conquered by 
my valour, the man who is not ableto thew 
himfelf my fuperior in combat, cannot pretend 
to be his in inftru@ion. Lerus therefore make 
a trial of our ftrength, and in goodearneft dif- 
pute the vitory. Whoever conquets-me is - 
‘the man te whem I will entruft» my fon.” 
—‘ It is an honour worthy of the ambition - 
of the moft illuftrious warriours.!”” replied the 
ftranger..** I accept the challenge of the great 
Salamis, and will not be afhamed to confefs, 
,that I was overcome by him, beste never yet 
was conquered,” 
_The minifters who witneffed this challenge, 

withed to diffuade Salamis from fighting; and 
’ reprefented to him, that he was in the wrong 
to enter into competition with one whofe rank 
_ and birth were unknown. ‘ Of what confe- 
quence are rank and birth 2” replied the Emir; 
*¢T amin fearch of a warriour, not a King. If 
this Knight is blinded by prefumption, I can- 
not be expofed; if his courage is“equal to his 
roble confidence, neither of us will be fo, and 
I fhall have entered the lifts with my equal.” 
Then turning towards the flranger, he begged 
of him to take fome repofe, and to let his 
horfe recover breath. “ I with not,” fays he, 
“to engage you under any difadvantages ; and 
although I with to try my firength with you, 
s age 
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I donot mean to deny you myefteem, but 
rather to put you in the way of gaining it by 
victory. After to-morrow we will repair to 
the field.” ; 

. Habib conduéted the ftranger into a tent, 
that had been prepared for Him. And the 
latter, affected with the kindnefs and attention 
that were fhewn to him, and looking tenderly 
at Habib, faid, “* The young vine, loaded with 
fruit, requefts the traveller, as he pafles, to fup- 
port it! Promifing, that if the grape thall 
come to maturity, he will make a voluntary 
offer of it to the traveller.” 

After this, they faluted each other, and 
Habib retired to his father’s tent. As foon as 
day appeared, he again haftened to the ftran-" 
ger, who began to fill the place which Ilfakis 
had held in his heart. He found him bufy po- 
lifhing his armour, and examiming the furni- 
ture of his fteed. ‘* What! yourfelf?” faid 
the young Sultan to him.—‘ Yes, Prince! 
When one is jezlous of his glory, one onght 
not to neglect the moft trifling circumflancé 
that can contribute to it. Zs true Knight has 
no mirror but his armour.’ 

- In the mean time, the fand was stepared, on 
which Salamis and the ftranger were to enter 
the lifts; the warlike trumpets founded the 
fummons, and an innumerable crowd of fpec- 
tators ores the railing. At length, the 

combatants 
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combatants appeared, and each to fo great ad; 
vantage, that it was impoflible to determine 
in whofe favour victory would.declare. Their 
fpears were of equal weight; the fize and vi- 
gour of their horfes equal. They darted like 
lightning againft each other; but in fpite of 
this firft fhock, the Knights remained immove- 
able on their fteeds, while their fpears were 
fhivered into fplinters. Salamis, who had ne- 
ver till. then met with fuch refiftance, was 
aftonifhed to find, that he had aimed fuch a 
furious ftroke in vain; and his antagonift, for 
different reafons, which at prefent we have not 
time to explain, was alfo very much furprifed. 
The Emir made a fignal to his adverfary for 
a parley: the ftranger ftopt, alighted from his 
horfe, and came to him. | . 

‘“¢ Valiant Knight !” faid the Emir, ‘¢ Ihave 
now had a ftriking proof of your talents, from 
which I hope, that, feymetar in hand, I hall 
to-morrow find in you a rival worthy of me,” 
—‘+ Great Prince!” replied the ftranger ; 
s¢ hitherto I have been invincible, and have 
now learned, to my great aftonifhment, that 
the arm of man can oppofe me ; I am too fen- 
fible of the honour you confer on me to tefufe 
the challenge you propofe.” After'this, the two 
warriours took each other by the harid, and fe- 
parated, in order to ftrip off their armour. Habib 
went to his father’s tent, to difcharge the duty 

_ which 
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awhich filial affetion required of him in fuch 2 
fituation, and then giving way to fentiments ~ 
of friendfhip; he haftily returned to that of the 
ftranger, whom his fervants “were aflifting in 
putting off his armour. “ At length,” faid 
Habib to him, ** you do not-difdain to employ — 
others in your fervice.”’«—“* No, my amiable 
Sultan! I-am going to tell you a fable, whofe 
meaning I apply only to my own profeffion, 
which is the firft in the world. When the 
fun rifes, he himfelf fcatters the rays that fur- 
‘ xound him ; but when he fets, he leaves to the 
waves of the fea the care of extinguifhing 
them.” 

“| will anfwer you by another apologue,” 
faid Habib, “ or rather by a truth, with which 
yeu have itruck me. 

** The hero who, unmoved, hath fuftained 
the enormous weight of nty father’s fpear, hath 
dazzled my eyes by his {plendor ; and who ftill 
fhines with fo much brilliancy, can ‘never be 
extinguifhed.”’ 

‘* An unfledged eaglet,” replied the ftran- 
ger, ** for the firft time, opened its eyes, and, 
looking at a glow-worm on the neighbouring 
foliage, was dazzled with its fhining. The 
Prince of birds did not doubt then, but it 
would*one day look fteadily on the fun.” 

“¢ Without doubt,” faid Habib, “* the pho- 


‘nix who fpeaks to me is newly fprung from 
Vou. Ill. Bb his 
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his afhes, and does not as. yet know his ad. 
-vantages.”—“‘ I have none over you, charming 


Habib !” faid he, as he embraced him, “ but _ 


in my affection for you.”—“ Could I open 
my heart to you,” faid Habib, “ you would 
confefs yourfelf conquered. But my father 
muft not be deprived fo long of the pleafure 
of feeing you; I know he loves heroes, and 


you are one, although you have not faid fo.” _ 


—‘‘ It is poflible,” replied the ftranger, “ that 
at fome future period, one of us may become 
a hero; but at prefent I fee none here.” In 


this manner did they converfe, as they walked — 


hand in hand to the tent of Salamis. The E- 


mir obferved, with pleafure, their mutual at- 


tachment, which he was determined to ftrength- 


- ne 


v 


As foon as Salamis faw the ftranger Knight, 
he addrefled him with marks of the higheft 


efteem. ‘I do not think,” faid he, * that a- 


ny trial will difturb you ; and it was not with 


_a view to eftablifh my own opinion, that I re- 


quired a proof of your courage and ftrength. 
i command a warlike nation, who are jealous 
of glory, and am unwilling they fhould enter- 


ytain any doubt, refpecting the diftinguifhed 


merit of one, who, it muft be confefled, is fu- 
perior to them. I will carry my delieacy fo 
far, (and you will take it in good part) as to 
open the lifts to any one, who may think fit 

ty to 
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to difpute your triumph, when you hall have 
finithed your trial with me. But in the mean 
time, let us enjoy the prefert moment ; to-mor- 
row, even envy itfelf thall be conftrained to ad« 
mire you.’” 

The next day beheld the moft aftonifhing 
eombat the Arabians had ever witnefled. The 
two heroes, oppofing fhield to fhield, ‘aimed 
the moft terrible blows; but as they were 
forefeen as foon as intended, they were always 
warded off before their fall. The thield and 
fcymetar were thrown afide, and the heroes 
began to wreftle. The furious winds attempt 


‘In vain to ‘fhake the cedars of Lebanon: the 


earth may tremble under them, but no effort 
can tear up their roots. 

The Emir Salamis thought it improper to 
keep up any longer the aftonifhment of the 
fpectators; more delighted with having found 
an equal, than he would have been with viéto- 
ry. ‘ Let us ftop for a little, valiant Knight !” 
faid he, “ every moment «my furprife is encreaf 
ed: never befofe have I found a perfon who 
could withfland me: but I was always lefs 
proud of my triumph, than affected with the 
weaknefs of our nature, when compared with 
the fuperiority of fome other animals. My 


~ 


prejudice is now removed, and I value the 


lion's ftrength lefs, finéé the proof I have had: 


of yours ; let us refrefh ourfelves after this fa- ui 


Bb 2 _, tiguing: 
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tiguing exercife, and our fteeds being faddled 
let us carry on the combat with the javelin.” 

This new mode of fighting was a new. tri- 
umph to the two combatants.. Every expes 
dient which addrefs, or ftratagem, or ftrength,. 
could furnifh, were difplayed on this occafion.. 
At length, the Emir began to lofe the advan- 
tage ; the youth of his adverfary was an obita- 
cle which his valour could not furmount; and 
being befides convinced, that the ftranger pof- 
{efled, in avery high degree, every quality: 
neceflary to the office for which he intended: 
him, he prudently put an end to the combat ;. 
and having made a Ggnal to the ftranger, they: 
fhook hands, and returned to the camp. 

* Knight!” faid Salamis, “my fon will 
find in you-a fecond father. You know how 
much your ftrength has been encreafed by 
conftant exercife, and what labour it has coft 
) you to add fo much dexterity to your native: 

force. You know, that, in order to be always: 
cool, we muft be accuftomed to danger. I 
commit to you the fole obje& of my hope ;, 
teach him true glory, and the nee: by which. 
a warriour muft reach it.”. 
_ The withes. and inclination of the young, 
Habib had long fince prev vented his father’s. 
intentions ; and with tran{port did he follow 
the fteps of his new mafter. “ At length,” 
7 iaid ey eT will aie by your leffons ; I mutt, 
imitate 
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imitate my father and you: may I E. not top far’ 
fhort of my patterns!” 

‘We will divide our labours, my teak Ha- 
bib,” faid Hi’Haboul, (for this was the name: 
of the Indian Knight) ;, * the day fhall be em- 
ployed, in rendering you perfe& in that art, 
by which you mutt become as ftrong, and as: 
expert, as you are brave. In the evening,: 
we will difcourfe of thofe qualities, which you: 
‘mutt poffefs, in order to command the moft in- 
dependent people on earth; who always fa- 
erifice luxury to freedom, and whofe idol is 
courage, under the guidance of wifdom. It 13) 
by thefe titles, that the Emir, your father, 
rules over fixty-fix tribes; and if you would 
inherit his power, you muft alfo appropriate: 
his virtues.” 

Such was the plan on which I’Haboul con 
ducted the education of Habib, and it foon- 
produced the moft happy effects. The Emir 
Salamis, was engaged in a war, in which the 
young Sultan difplayed prodigies of valour. 
Entrufted with a difficult command, he diftin. 
guithed himfelf by his prudence and firmnefs ;. 
and when called to affift in his father’s coun. 
fels, he aftonifhed the minifters by the wifdom.: 
of his advice. 

_ ~The work of Il’Haboul was now finifhed ; he 
was forced, by an abfolute neceflity, to leave his: 
pupil, and it became neceflary he fhould know’ 
Bb3 this-:: 


264 |. ARABIAN TALES. 


this: “ My fon,” faid he, “I muft leave you}: 
fuperior ofders call me intd another country.” 
—‘'* What! will you abandon me?” replied 
Habib. “I am_no longer neceflary to you 
here ; befides, I muft obey the call of deftiny.” 
—‘' How unhappy am I!” rephed the young 
pupil. ** Death deprived me of Tifakis, my firft 
mafter, whofe lofs I have not yet forgotten, 
and.cruel orders are about to feparate me from 
you ! But fhall it be for ever? Muft I not know 
the reafon of it? And could my father not al+ 


ter your refolution?”—~* No human power 


can be’of any avail in this cafe,’ faid Il’Ha- 
boul’; ‘but I hope we fhall fee-one another a= 
- gain. Tn the mean time, my dear Habib, I 
can: in fome degree aflwage your grief: he 
' who was beloved by you, under the name of 
Ilfakis, is not dead, but ftill watches over you.” 
‘* How?” replied Habib. ‘* I myfelf attend- 
‘ed his’ funeral, and have wept over his 

grave.” . 
*¢ My fon,” faid Il’Haboul, * the hiftory of 
the death you mean is conneéted’with many 
‘others, in which you are interefted, perhaps, 
even with your own and mine. Liften to the 
recital I'am going to give; reeolle& your Nati- 
vity, and you will no more be furprifed at what 
“TI thall tell you. Know then, that he who loves, 
‘and now {peaks to you, is not of human na- ~ 
ture, 
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ture, but a genie, commiffioned to guide your ged 


firft fteps towards your high deftiny.” 








Hiftory of Ilaboufatrou, of King Schal-Goafe,. 


and Camarilzaman. 


Yor well know, my dear Prince, that among 
the genies of the race of Eblis, fome have bent 
the knee to the Great Solomon. Illaboufatrou 
was one of the firft of them: I am of this race, 
and have followed the fame party. I am what, 
among people of my kind, is called a Cadi, by 
the favour of God and of Solomon ! In order 
to avoid the refentmeni and vengeance of the 
party we left, and to perfuade the Prophet, to 
whom we were {fubject, to eafe the yoke which 
was impofed upon us, we made an alliance with 
the children of Adam, and by means of this we 
enjoy terreftrial pleafures.. 

Tilaboufatrou had had, by a mortal wife, a 
moft beautiful daughter, named Camarilza- 
man, whofe repofe and happinefs he was anxi- 
ous to fecure, by marrying her to one of the il- 
luftrious Sovereigns of the earth. 

At that time, Schal-Goafe, a powerful Mo- 
narch, reigned over the ifles which lie in the 
middle of feven feas, at the saerte of the 
Eatt. 

Te 
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To this King, Iaboufatrou appeared i in the 
fhape of an old man, and propofed an alliance; 
of which the beautiful Camarilzaman fhould 

be the pledge. The Monarch, upon feeing: 
this lady, was enamoured of her, and foon af- 
ter married her, 


A great party of the genies, who were fub- 


_ je& to"Illaboufatrou,. took up theimrefidence in’ 
_ the dominions of Schal-Goafe. The adjacent feas: 


alfo were peopled with them; and in no plaee 


under heaven did the genies and the children of 


men live fo harmonioufly together. This happi- 


nefs was. greatly encreafed, by the birth of the’ 


charming Dorathil-Goafe, the firft fruit of 
the marriage of Schal-~Goafe and Camarilza- 


man. | 
Did the gifts of heaven always fecure pro= 


fperity, the happinefs of this amiable Princefs: 


- muft have been complete. She feemed to en- 
ligaten the cradle which firft received her ; and 
every fucceeding day beheld fome new accom- 


plifhment unfold But. when her father 
confulted the ftars refpe&ting her deftiny,’ the: 


fame diforder, which appeared in the planetary 


fyfiem at your birth, appeared alfo at hers ; and: 


with fo firiking a refemblance, as to thew that 


you was that Arabian Prince, fprung from the: 


tribe moft beloved by the great Prophet, to 
whom, after being both expofed to the greateft: 


: a ti fhe was at laft seine by fate, and’ 


_ that- 


J 
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that this. union ahaa pis Sense her ges yout! 


tranquillity, happinefs, and fortune. 
From that moment I was entrufted. by Ila: 


-boufatrou with,the care of your education, but. 


was prevented from coming to you: by the or-) 
ders of Solomon. Nor could I obtain his per-: 
miffion, untill your advancing years required 
the attention and inftruétions of a mafter,. Il- 
fakis, on whom the Emir had vainly caft his. 


eye, lay at the point of death. I drew near to 


him, and feizing the moment, when the angel 
of death carried off his foul, I fubftituted my 
{pirit in the room of his; then, by means of.a 
firong elixir, I revived the body, of which I 
took poffeffion ; and it is to this firft miracle 
you were indebted for a. governor. 

When I found it was time to engage you in 
other labours, I carried back the body of Ilfa- 
kis to his tent; and it being again fubjected to 
the law of mortality, which had been {ufpend- 
ed, it foon fell into diffolution. 

I then employed my attention in feeking for — 
you a valiant Knight, and found one, who was 
expiring on the field of battle, which lay feat= 
tered with the bodies of heroes he had flain. 
I took poffeflion of his body, {topped the blood 
which flowed from his wounds, and having 
healed them, with a balm of more fovereiga. 


“virtue than that of Mecca, I reftored to it its 


* original vigour, armed it withafcymetar, which — 


Solomon 
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Solomon had’ once carried, and you now fee a 
before you this Knight. It was under this 
form I appeared to the Emir Salamis, when I 
afked of yon a thare of the favours of the 
daughter of Hyemen, and you became my 
pupil. . 

“My dear ‘Habib, under both thefe forms 
you have entertained a tender friendthip for 
me, and your heart has not deceived you ; for 
never did a being of my nature conceive fo 
fond an attachment to a foa of Adam, as that 
which I feel towards you. Banifh, therefore, 
all diftruft ; recall the Jeflons I gave you un- 
der the name of Ilfakis. I inftru@ted you in 
the knowledge and ufe of the talifman ; but I 
muft now put’ you on your guard againft the 
fpirits who might bring you into fubjeétion. 
The race of Eblis is, in general, very wicked, 
and very corrupted; happy is he amongft us, 
on whom the great Solomon hath fet his mark. 
‘The reft are entirely fet upon our ruin and 
yours. For this reafon they perfecute the 
beautiful Dorathil-Goafe, who, being the 
daughter of a man and a genie, might refcue 
them from the curfe under which they lie. And 
hence alfo you are already the object of their 
fufpicion, as the hero deftined by fate to a- 
venge Vorathil.Goafe of their attempts and 

Speaphery- 
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By the death of her father, this Princefs j 
now become Sovereign. _ Illaboufatron, her 
grandfather, hath given ‘her the moft expert 
genies to fill the office of Viziers ; yet the ifland 
in which her capital is fituated is the only part 
of her dominions that enjoys tranquillity ; the 
other fix, and the feven feas, being all either in 
rebellion, or infefted by enemies. There re. 
mains but one refource for her, and to this the 
deftinies will condu&- her, when the young 
Habib, to whom the has already beftowed her 
heart, fhall arrive in her kingdom, and 4cliver 
her from her enemies. 

During this account of Il’Haboul, the young 
Sultan ftood without moving his eyes, or breath- 
ing, and paffing alternately from ‘hope to fear, 
from furprife to furprife, and from wonder to 


_ wonder. Emotions, till then unknown, agitat- 


- ed at once his underftanding and his heart. 


Called by deftiny to the dominion of feven feas, 


“and to receive the hand of a Princefs, whofe hap- 


pinefs depended on himalone, he felt an emction, * 
which hecouldnot fupprefs. He already burned 
to expofe himfelf to the dangers which threat- 
ened him ; and was fpured on to the enterprife, 
by the hope of a double crown, the fire of se 
and his thirft for glory. 

“* Beloved and powerful genie,” faid he to 
his prote@tor, “what road muft I take? Before , 
you leave me, vouchfafe to point out the moft 


efficacious 
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“efficacious means of aflifting her, who expedts’ 
‘every thing from my yalour. The facrifice of » 
my repofe and life are but trifles, compared 





with my juftifying the fecret. partiality the has. 


conceived for. me,.and the decrees of fate, by 
whofe will we are to be united.” 

- & By this tranfport of glory,” replied Hae 
onl, “‘ I recognize my pupil, and the fon of 
the illuftrious Emir, Salamis! But forget not, 
my dear Habib, that the genies, your rivals 
with Dorathil-Goafe, and yourayowed enemies, 
will exert themfelves'againft you, and lead on 
to rebellion corrupted men, who although: they 
‘are not confcious of it, are yet under,their:com- 
mand ; the animals, the elements; and albnature 
will confpire to carry on their abominable 
plots.”—“ God and my courage will,not for-. 
fake me,” faid Habib; “ and you yourfelf will 
aflift me.”——“‘ Ah !” refumed the genie, “* were 
I not obliged to reftore to the earth, the mor- 

tal remains of the.Indian Knight, I could ine 
deed be of very great fervice to you; but 1am > 
fubjefted to a rigorous law, which I ‘cannot 

‘evade. Perfift boldly in your noble defigns ! 
But do aot expect me to point out at prefent, 
the.road which you ought te purfue. The 
whole extent of the carth feparates you from 

your lover ; but the orders of fate can open a 
paflage for you into her dominions, which 
: the 
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thd stdadice of her enemies renders inaccefs 


*t Youoncetold me, my dear []’Haboul, that a 
brave man could over-rule the fates.”—“ You 
may take defperate refolutions, when no other 
remain to be chofen, but wait till fome event 
fhall inform you of what you are todo : I am 
of opinion, that what you would now under« 
take would turn to your difadvantage. Go and 
attack lions; you have already deftroyed many 
of them without my help, and with no other 
weapon than your poniard : In this manner ac- 
cuftom yourfelf to dangers, that you may be 
prepared before hand for thofe which await 


: you. Adieu! my dear Habib! I will not ree 


turn to the camp of Salamis. I muft avoid all 
explanation with him; and though he fhould 
learn from you who I was, and what I am, 
yet all the world befides muft remain ignorant 


- of it. I have not always been the friend of 


men, but you have reconciled me to them, and 
may depend upon my attachment. Em- 
brace me, my dear Habib.” At thefe words 
he mounted his fteed, and departed. 

As foon as he was out of the view of the 
young Sultan, he entered the defert, and ftop- 


_ ped at the foot of a little hill. He tliere quit- 


ted his horfe, and having dug a deep ditch, 
depofited the earthly body in which he was 
clothed; and being now freed from every 

Vou. III, » Ge roostal 
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mortal incumbrance, and availing himfelf of | 


the two days which were ftill allowed him by 
the orders of Solomon, he quickly. tranfported 
himfelf to the dominions of Dorathil-Goafe, . 
» A dark batallion, defended the frontiers, 
But he was informed by a fpirit. who had de- 
ferted, that the White, the Yellow, the Green, 
the Red, and the Blue Iflands,, had all been fub- 
dued by the rebel genie Abarikaf, who poflef- 
fing at firft only the Black Hland, had made 
himfelf mafter of all the reft, and of the inter- 
jacent feas. 

The Princefs, fhut up. jn Medinazithalor®, 
her capital, poffeffed only the country in which 
it'was fituated. It was all that the protection 


of Zlaboufatrou her grand-father, and her. 


Viziers the genies, had been able to fave from 
the attacks of the rebel, who -had affembled 
from the depths of the ocean, a legion of revolt- 
ed fpirits. Thefe fix iflands, now under the 


power of wicked fpirits, were governed by » 


chiefs ftill more wicked and tyrannical ; the 
people became the victims of their vices, and 
‘the perpetual fport. of their dark enchant- 
ments.. In vain-did Dorathil-Goafe call upon 
the deliverer whom the fates had foretold: 
every avenue was guarded, and her abode was 
inaccefible 


@ Medinezilbalor. The city of Cryftal, 


we ae RS 
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i iiaceeffible to mottals. All nature appeared ie 
to be in fubjeGion to thefe malevolent genies. 
Il’Habou! fecretly lamented the dangerous ob+ 

ftacles which oppofed the bravery of his pupil: 
but reduced now to inactivity and filence, he 
impatiently longed for the ‘moment, in which 
his protection was to become neceflary. Inthe 
mean time, he returned to the duties of his or- 
dinary fituation, and watched over events. 
'. ‘Mean while, Habib, after the departure of 
his preceptor, ‘had haftened to Salamis and 
-Amirala, ahd informed them of the aftonifhing 
‘circumitances ‘he had juft learned. The fire 
of his looks, the faultering of his voice, and 
his unconneéted difcourfe, painted at once the 
dangers and the charms of Dorathil-Goafe, 
his difficulties, and his hopes.» ‘On me alone 
fhe muft depend,” would he fay, with a noble 
aflurance. “* I muft reft no more, until I have 
fet her at liberty. The moments are precious, 
and none’ can point out the road that will con- 
du& me to her !—What is to be done in fuch 
a dreadful uncertainty !” . - 

His parents obferved that his extraordinary | 
paflion was not fo much theeffe@ of a fympathy 
of foul, as of the power of the ftars, which 
‘they could not counteraé ; and therefore, in- 

“ftead of oppofing his refolutions, they contented 

themfelves with pointing out his duty, and recal- 

; Hag to his memory the wife countels of his in- 

. Cc2 _ ftructer. 
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ftructor. The young Sultan, as well in obedi- 
ence to thefe, as toavoid a ftate of inactivity, 
which was difagreeable to him, left the ‘tents, - 
and haftened to a folitary afylum, whither he 
had often reforted with I)’Haboul, fituatedin a -_ 


- rural valley, embofomed in the mountains near 


the camp of Salamis. 

There, as an agreeable relaxation from their 
warlike labours, they had ftopped the current 
of a little rivulet, by a bank, and colletted its 
waters in a bafon, formed by the hand of na- 
ture; the trees lent it a eharming fhade, and 
their branches only left fome fmall openings, — 
through which the eye could reft with delight, 
on the profped of the furrounding mountains. 
Flowers of every hue, the rareft plants, and a- 
romatic herbs, were profufely fcattered on the 
banks of the ftream, and the earth, happily pro- 
tected from the heat of the fun, abundantly dif. 
played the riches of nature. Ata fall diftance 
flood a cottage, or rather a palace, formed of the 
branches of trées, covered with bulrufhes, and. 
hung with matts. ‘Their fophas were covered 


with the fkins of wild beafts they had killed ; 


and an outward row of perpendicular ftakes 
defended this- remote retreat from every hof- 

tile attack 
In perfuading Habib to prepare this retreat, 
IWHaboul taught him the means of drawing 
amufement from his own mind, Seatedat the 
door 
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door of this fingular] habitation; te divedted-his 
attention to the beautiful, amphitheatre» which ' 
it overlooked. . “. Axe you.<not delighted,” 
would he fay to him, ‘ with the refiedtien, 
that it is to yourfelf alone we are indebted: for 
the little. amufements we. here. enjoy ?; Our 
happinefs, if ever it is complete, mutt depend 
upon ourfelvées.” 
This retreat, of which Habib was extremely 
fond, was peculiarly fitted to feed his growing 
_ paffion. He was fhut up there to mufe on the 


fs only object of his thoughts, and of the means 


of uniting her to himfel!. 
One day‘ he was indulging in thefe pleafing 
meditations, his eyes were fixed onthe Almos, 
without reading it, and his imagination loft 
amid thoughts of love and of war, when, ona 
fudden, he heard an uncommon noife in the air: 
he kneeled down, and gently . putting afide the 
branches, which interrupted his view, he per- 
ceived a large fhadow over the bafon; it came 
from an obje@ high inthe air, which, after the. 
fhadow had moved overa {mall fpace of ground, 
alighted on the brink of the water. This 
was a bitd of a black and white colour, and of 
a prodigious fize, carrying a pavilion on its 
‘back, whofe walls feemed to be of gauze, and 
whofe door and windows were bordered with 
flowers.. . Cc3 


f 


The 


~ 
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_. The bird having alighted, the pavilion flew 
open, and there fell from-it a golden ladder, on 
whofe top,was.,a figure, {upported by others 
equally, remarkable. for their beauty. » She 
wore. on her head a tiara, formed. of her own 
_treffes, and ftrings of pearls: the beauty of her 
complexion might be compared to the lilly fet 
off with the fhades. of the rofe.». The fpark- 
ling of her eyes; and the dimples of her vermi- 
lion lips,, feemed alternately to animate the 
graces of her coariae or the: fire of her. fenti- 
ment. 

When fhe raifed her. eyes to pet the fun 
was obfcured; when fhe caft them down upon 
the ground, it was covered with flowers); and 
when fhe fmiled, all nature feemed.to fmile’ a- 
round her. But how did Habib feel, when he 

- faw her.walk,and perceived that her every mo-— 
tion. was accompanied with an air as affecting 
as it was majeftic. At length fhe came towards 
the Sultan’s retreat, leaning on the arm of one 
of her beautiful attendants, and, without obfer- 
ving him, at.the.diftance of two fleps, fat down 
on a green bank. 

She turned. her eyes from one fide to the other, 
and fighing, faid,—* He is not here; 1 have 
been deceived; this is not the place of his a+ 
bode !—-But thefe fmiling groves, the {weet 
murmur cf thefe waters, and thefe flowers, 
which art and nature cherifh, all here is his 

works ? : 
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ade 1. Buthe ii noshes himfelf !—Oh! ye 


green {plains and groves, who owe your 
growth and beauty to the care of my dear Ha- 
bib, liften to°me’; borrow words to exprefs your 
meaning ; and when he wanders into this lovely 
folitude, tell my lover, that the ,affeGtionate 
Dorathil-Goafe hath come to feek her heroin 
the middle of Arabia, to offer him her heart 
and a throne, and thereby fulfil his deftiny !— 
Shall fhe then be forced to leave thefe countries, 
without having beheld the idol of her foul !” 
Thus fpake this ,difconfolate Princefs, railing 
her hands to her eyes, as if to ftopjthe ftarting 
tear. Habib feized this moment to throw him- 
felf at-herfeet, and had bathed them with his 
tears, before fhe could perceive or prevent 
him. ° 

“Do I thenbehold you ?” exclaimed fhe, caft- 
ing her eyes.at once upon the picture fhe al- 
ways wore in her bofom, and upon him who 
was kneeling before her. ‘Is it no more an 
illufion ? My dear Habib !”—** Yes, it is your 
lover, your deliverer, O Queen of my life '” 
replied he, as he covered her hand with kiffes. 
A deep filence, the genuine expreflion of ad- 
miration and love, then fucceeded. But this en- 
joyment, as pure as it was delightful, lafted but 
for amoment. A fudden noife was heard, and 
a bird was feen in the air, moving towards 
them. All at once it changed its appearance, 


~ 
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atid they’ found it to be a genie in abuman 
form, who advanced towards Dorithil-Goate. 
“What! Is it you Ubaracas } >?” faid fhe to him ; : 
“ what’ urgent bufinefs, has brought you hither 
from Medinazilbalor ?” © 


* 


_ Your whole dominions, Queen, are in 


danger of being loft by your abfence. Avail- 
ing himfelf of this circumftance, the rebel A- 
barikaf has attacked the only ifland which re- 


mained, and your grand Vizier is unable to 


oppofe the innumerable foes by whom your 
coafts are infefted. All the rebel genies have 
now repaired to the flandard of your adverfa- 
ry ; they blacken the billows of the fea, and 
its fhores are covered with them ; the roaring 
of lions, of fea bulls, and of the fea horfe, 
frighten the people; and the found of the 
echoes carry terror even to your capital. Haf- 
ten to oppofe this ’fury, with your pease 
talifman, and avail yourfelf of the only pef- 
fage which is open to you, by flying through 
the middle region of the air.” 

At this account, the blood boiled in the 
veins of the young Habib; fire flafhed from 


his-eyes ; his flature appeared to rife above its, 


ordinary height ; and his deep and’ animated 


voice . fpread terror all around. “ Let us _ 
~ Smarch towards thefe monfters,” exclaimed he 


“7 will deftroy them from the earth ‘and the 


/ 


Gea, and will avenge the ‘canfe of heaven and: 


the 


eee 


the Queen!” Prince !”” replied Mharacas' in 
aftonithment, “ had you the neceflary armour; 
you might fucceed in this enterprife; but the 
enemies of the great Solomon cannot be fub- 
dued but by Solomon’s arms; for thefe you 
muft fearch on the heights of Mount Caucafus,, 
and a thoufand dreadful dangers lie in the - 
way.” Then addreffing himfelf to the Queen, 
“Let us depart, Madam, the moments are 
precious ; and a fingle inftant wafted in inaéti- 
vity may make the guilty Abarikaf triumphs 
ant.’ 

The two lovers, after the moft tender em- 
braces, took leave of one another, with a cou~ 
rage worthy of the greatnefs of their fouls. Do 
rathil-Goafe entered her pavilion, and the roc, 
taking flight, foon difappeared. Habib fol-~ 
lowed her with his eye, till he could fee her 
mo more, and then indulged himfelf more than 
.¢ver in the paffion of love, and in the defire of 

“glory. 

‘“« Farewell, bleffed fountain !” exclaimed he; 
** whofe waters have quenched my thirft, and 
in whofe falutary ftreams I have often bathed. 
Thou canft no more bring me relief. A fire 
confumes me within, which all thy waters 
could not extinguifh. 

“ Farewell, ye flowery lawns, on which my 


myeves hath trode ; and if I am again to be- | 
hold ~ 
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; hold ae preferve for ever the prints of her 
feet! ; 

« Adieu, ye ba thrubs, who haye lent 
your thades to my love ! Let it be your per- 
petual boat; that you once concealed fo many 
charins ! 

“« And thou earth, who haft Wicnelled my 
felicity, farewell! fear not that Habib will 
ever forget thee! Compared with thee, the 
palaces of Kings fhall for ever be defpifed. 
Here my foul firft opened to happinefs, and 
burned with the fire of love !—-But here alfo 
was Dorathil-Goafe moft cruelly torn from 
me !——Yes, I will brave the infernal ‘fpirits, 
who difpute my claim to her! Gteat Pro- 
phet! point out the road which conduéts to 
her! J will pierce the heart of the traitor 
“Abarikaf! And thou,.great Solomon! if [ 
am not unworthy to be the inftrument of thy 
glory, grant me wings, that I may flee over 

Mount Caucafus! Covered with thy buck. 
ler, may I be able to overthrow the enemies 
of the Queen of my foul !” 

‘After this, Habib offered up his prayers, 
We tscaed his ablutions, and returned to his 
father’s tent, ‘determined to fet out for Mount 
Caucafus, as foon as he fhould obtain his per- 
miflion. It may eafily be imagined with what 
warmth he defcribed to Salamis and Amirala, 
the different ‘circumftances of his laft’adven- 


ture, ' 


ee ee ear et 
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_ ture. His words were’ fo animated, that. they 
fcemed fo many breathing pi@ures. But what 
was their furprife, when they heard his fo- 
lemn vow, not to reft his head under any tent 
which was:not ere&ed on Mount Caucafus. - 

‘© What a defperate enterprife! my, fon,” 
- faid the Emir, “* Are you ignorant that this 
mountain is fituated af the very extremity of 
the earth, and that the road which condués 
to it lies through the moft frightful deferts? 
Man you may overcome, but the feverity of 
the climates, with which you are unacquaint- 
ed, how will you be able to fupport?’ How 
will you defend yourfelf againft the univerfal 
famine, which defolates the immenfe tracks of 
country through ‘which you muft, pafs? Thefe 
are enemies which you cannot vanquith.”— 
** Ah! my father,” replied Habib, ‘* what 
fear can deter me, when urged by love, by glo- 
ry, and by fate. And were I‘not under the 
_ influence of thefe, yet from the hatred of ty- 
ranny, which burns in my heart, I would ran- 
fack the bowels of the earth in fearch of A- 
~ barikaf.” 

Salamis was conftrained to yield to thefe 
fentiments, which he himfelf had cherifhed in 
dis fon, and could make no teply to them, 
which would not contradi& his own princi- 
ples. He, therefore, made choice of twenty 
perfons, of #PPROVSE courage and prudence, 

aa 
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and having affociated them with his fon, gave 
them a commodious and light equipage, and’ 
two camels to carry their tents and baggage. 

The day of his departure being come, the 
parents tore themfelves from the arms of their 
beloved fon. Affliing and melancholy was 
the feparation ; and the feeling Amirala, in 
_ tears, exclaimed, 

“* My cedar, upheld by the ftrongeft Toots, 
excelled in beauty the cedars of Lebanon. The 
fowls of heaven built their nefts among its 
branches, and our flocks fed under its fhade; 
but it has been fuddenly tranfplanted into the 
dry fand of the wildernefs. 

** Ye furious winds, attempt not to fhake 
him ; he was formed to refift your rage ! 

“ Ye dark clouds, lightnings, and tempefts, 
preludes of the thunder, fpare the ftalk marke 
ed with the feal of the great Prophet !’’ 

“It is enough, my dear Amirala!” faid Sa. 
lamis; ‘‘ our fon’s defign is noble, and he is 
bound, by his vow, to profecute this enter- 
prife.. The lionefs feeds not her young ones 
for herfelf : when age and the enemy call them 
to the combat, fhe leads them forth againft the 
tygers.”’ 

At length the caravan departed. Habib 
began the journey with a cuirafs of Haondi * ; 

his 

* Haowdi, This is the heavieft, and, at the fame 
time, ftrongeft kind of cuirafs. 
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his~buckler,. which felt light to him, would 
foon have fatigued the ftrongeft arm arm. 
fpear was as {trong as a tree, whole. foliage 
already furnifhes a fhade: and the weight of — 
his feymetar might crufh the body, which its 
blade could not cut afunder.. 

_ He felt not the fatigues of the journey, ‘as 
he marched to glory and Dorathil-Goafe ; and. 

the roads feemed to him covered with flowers. 

Yet. Habib was in the middle of deferts, expof- 

ed to.every want, and experiencing the feve- 

rity of hunger and thirt. He was at times 
‘accidentally {upplied with wild fruits, and the 
waters of fome remote fountains ; and with 

thefe little fupplies, all his wants were foon 

forgotten. But the warriours, who accompa- 

nied him, being neither lovers nor heroes, be- 

gan to feel themfelves fatigued, at the end of 

two months, though their complaints at firit 

" were but flight. By a fortunate circumitance, 
they found a place, which was inhabited by 
fhepherds, where they were plentifully. fup- 
plied with milk, and had fome bottles filled 
with it. Habib fuppofed this unexpefed fup- 
ply would revive their courage, and remove 
their ill humour; but his retinue, concluding 
it to-be impoflible to reach Mount Caucafus, 
- without expofing themfelves to the danger of 
perithing by hunger, or fatigue, made fome 
Vou Dd | obfervatious 
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obfervations on this fabyett to the young Suk 

tan. 
iF thought, ” faid he, * die my father had 
given me men as my companions, but you aré 
only women in arms, I will not abufe the 
weaknefs of your fex. Yet, I muft obferve 
to you, that you have already come too far’to 
return without danger; but fince you think 
thofe which I am to encounter, more difficult 
to overcome, give me my fhare of the trea- 
fure with which you were entrufted by my 
father. Carry back your baggage and your 
camels. I can lie down and fleep in the open 
air. It was not with a view to your afliftance 
that I confented to take you with me; I thought 
you lovers of gloty, and formed to acquire it ; 
and was anxious to fhare mine with brothers 
and brave Arabians: thefe titles you do not 
deferve, and therefore let us part. Go, return ~ 
to Salamis, and tell him that you left his fon 
on the way to glory, armed with ftrength and 
courage, under the protection of the great Pro- 
phet, and in full hope of victory and fuc- 
cefs. . 
_ The firmnefs of this fpeech aftonithed, but 
did not alter the companions of the young Sul- 
tan. They looked upon him as an obftinate 
fool, who facrificed every thing to his idle fan- 
j'eies. “ We are accountable for our exiftence,” 
faid' they among themfelvés, “ to our wives and 
; , our 





our, children, nk it saciid be folly in us to. fol- 
low the capricious whim of a young man, who © 
is feeking death in purfuit of this mount Cau. 
cafus, which appears, to fly before us. Our 
camels are quite decayed, and our armour as 
worn, and .we fall’ foon be without any Tex 


fource in the middle of thefe deferts mak ety.- 
added they, ** flrould we return without him 


into Arabia, Salamis would look upon us as 
cowards, who had abandoned his fon, and hig 
vengeance would be inevitable. Ifthis Habib 
would die here !-—There are plenty of plants 
for embalming him; we would put him 
on one of our camels, ans quietly ATE: him to 
his father.” 

Ingratitude is the confequence of se 
and leads to guilt. Thefe treacherous friends 


“ foon laid their plan: But how were they 


to furprife Habib! Conftantly armed, and 
evér ready to fell his life dear to thofe who 
might dare to attack it, he flept in the night un 
der his buckler, and was awaked by the leaft 
noife ; nor did his courage and activity ever dea’ 
fert him, even in his hours of repofe. 

Among thefe confpirators, there was one 
whofe heart revolted at guilt; but he durft not ‘ 
venture to difcover his real fentimerats. He » 
dreaded the refentment of the reft, efpecially as 
he had joined in their complaint, Should he 
reveal this plot to Habib, he expofed the whole 

Dd2z. 5%) gompany. 
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company to his vengeance, and might eventt 
ally be expofed himfelf: and fhould the hero 
prove victorious, he forefaw that he mutt fol- 
low him alone. In this uncertainty, he thus 
addreffed his companions: ‘ Why,’ faid he, 
“‘ expofe yourfelves to a dangerous conflict? 
Habib never quits his poniard; and fuppofe 
you fhould.be covered with your armour, yet 
before you could deprive him of life, his hand 
would eafily reach yourheart. But there is a 
lefs dangerous, anda much more certain me- 
thod ; I know a particular herb, which grows 
in thefe places, whofe leaf is covered with a 
white powder, more powerful in its operation 
than opium. ~I will gather forme of thefe, and 
as I have the particular ‘charge of preparing 
provifions for him in the evening, I can admi- 
nifter this foporific at a proper feafon ; and then 
you will be able to execute your projeét with- 
out danger. If, in this way we can carry on 
our defigns, why fhould we embrue our hands 
in his blopd? He never offended any of us. 
“And if he obliges us needlefsly to expofe our 
lives, to gain a whimfical end, he alfo expofes 
his own. His difordered’ mind leads him on 
to unavoidable death, and without attempting — 
his life, we can provide for our own fafety. 
Befides, let us recdlle&t, that he is the fon of the 
valiant Salamis, in whofe dominions our wives ; 
and our children fleep in peace, and under the 
fhadow 
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fhadow of whofe buckler our flocks feed i in-fe- 
curity. Tous he has always been a good fa 
ther, and there is not one here who hath not 
fhared of his fubftance, even in the Iaft extre- _ 
mity. Let us not then {tain our hands with in- 
nocent blood ! One day the great Prophet will 
require it atour hands. Let us abandon Habib 
in thefe deferts; and when we {hall have de- 
ptived him of his arms, and every afliftance, 
we need not be afraid of his ever reproaching 
“ our ingratitude.” 

The confpirators yielded to the advice of 
Rabir, and he undertook the charge of execu- 
tmg the plan. He gathered the dangerous poil- 
fon from thee plant with which he’ was ac- 
quainted, and carefully prepared fuch a quantity 
of it as he knew would not occafion death ; re- 
ferving it till a proper opportunity offered, 
which happened that very evening. 

They arrived ina plain, whofe excellent paf- 
ture was nourifhed by the refrefhing influence 
of afmall rivulet. They perfuaded Habib to 
repofe himfelf; and, more from prudence than 
need of fleep, he yielded to their advice. He 
retired fecurely under his tent, took fome food, 
andat ene draught {wallowed the poifon, which 
had been infufed ina cup of milk. The con- 
{pirators availing themfelves of the profound 
fleep in which their chief was buried, haftily 
departed, carrying off with them every thing 

, ay a3. See: they 


(ARABIAN TALES. = gry 


eee ARABIAN TALES. 


they were abe) ; and-leaving nothing to the 
young Habib, fave his buckler, which was un- 
der ‘his head, the cloak on which he was laid, 
and the poniard which was fixed to his girdle. 
Thusdid thefe twenty knights, chofen by Sala- _ 
inis, abandon his fon; they took the road’ to 
Avabia, and, after much fatigue, at length . 
beheld the waving banners of the Emir’s tents. 

This moment, which might have been ex- 
pected to be that of their happinefs, became in 
reality that of confufion, inquietude and» re- 
morfe. “How fhall we appear before Salamis ?” 
Maid they among themfelves. “ What account 
thall we give of the lofs of his fon? You Rabir, 
whe began, and conduéed our projeé fo fue 
. cefsfully, affift usi now in. bringing it to’ a 
happy conclufion.*—‘* You are miftaken con- 
cerning my views,”’ replied he. “I faw you res 


' » folyed-to facrifice the blood of Habib, and en- 


deavoured to turn you afide from your pur- 
pofe, by feeming’to encourage you in it. For 
this alone did I then appear to be an accom- 
plice with you ; but at/prefent I am torn with 
remorfe, and by no means in a condition to ins 
vent a falfehood, which might conceal our pers 
fidy ; my looks, my countenatice, ny filence, 
and my confufion, would all ferve to betray us. 
Invent fome ftory yourfelves, and let the moft 
impudent relate it. I-will not contradiét, but 

ist neither 
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neither can Taffitt you.” — Very well,” replied 
one of them, “ I will undertake this bufinefs.” 

The caravan arrived in the camp of Sala- 
mis ; and the Emir and Amirala came out to 
meet the company, eager once more to behold 
their fon. But imagine their furprife, when 
they beheld nothing but tears, and heard no- 
thing but fighs ! He who had agreed to {peak 
advanced towards Salamis, and faid, 

‘¢ Powerful Emir! We return, pierced with 
grief, at the affliding news’which we bring; 
but what would our attempts to fmooth the 
matter avail ! The fon whom you feek, heaven 
has torn for ever from your hopes. The de- 
ferts, through which we pafled, are infefted with 
venemous ferpents, which lurk under. the fand. 
One evening, as the young Sultan was about to 
offer up his - prayers, and had fpread his 
mantle on the ground, in order to kneel upoa 
it, the moment he had bowed down, a ferpent 
darted at him, and {tung him in the face. This 
was followed by the moft dreadful confequen- 
ces, and thefe terminated fatally. We withed 
to have embalmed his body, and brought it back 
with us ; but the violence of the venom had fo 
disfigured it, that we were under the neceflity 
of burying it in the fand, toavoid the peftilen- 
tial infe&tion with which we were threatened.” 
At this report, the Emir rent his garipents, 
tore his aged locks, and covered his body with 

: eet duft ; 
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duft: the whole camp reloiusided with the cries. © 
of the difconfolate Amirala; and the fixty-fix 
tribes of Salamis were overwhelmed with grief. 
Meanwhile, what hath become of the young 
- Habib? Hath he opened his eyes to the light, or 
hath the poifon’: s active rage deprived the 
Queen of feven feas of her fweeteft hope? ? 

-. The fun had arifen in the Eaft in all hig 
tifwAbe; and fhot his burning rays on the eyes 
lids of Habib, acrofs an unclouded horizon. 
The awakened birds warbled on the tops of 
the trees which overfhadowed the meadows; 
and the fragrant flowers delighted the fenfe of 
the young hero; while the gentle zephyrs fan- 
ned his locks, and fhed an agreeable freihnefs 
over his cheeks. All nature now having tha- 
ken. off repofe, iivited him to awake, and, as 
the ftrength of the potion was now exhautted, 
he at length opened his eyes. ~ Yet” affected 
with the ravifhing {peétacle around him, he ftill 
believed himfelf under sit illufion of an en- 
chanting dream. 

His miftake, however, was but momentary. 
He arofe, and recovered his fenfes and recollece 
tion ; he endeavoured. to find where he was, 


'. gil was filence around him; he looked abroad, 


‘and beheld nothing but frightful deferts ; he 
then called on his companions, his arms, and 
“his fteed ; but all had difappeared. ** O treach- 


cif "* exclaimed he ; ; * mourn unhappy Are- 
ames : 


. oe 
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bia! thy knights are void of virtue ;- and from 


_ the dread of labour and death, they have fallen | 





into infamy ! 

“‘ Thy glory is departed, wretched Arabia ! 
tear thy hair; cover thyfelf with the duft, and 
bathe thyfelf in tears! Cry and howl, till the 
tygers and panthers are difmayed, for the en 
ormous crime of treachery has been engender~ 
ed in thy bofom. Ah! who 6n earth will be 
faithful, fince the Arabian knights have ceafed 
to be true? Ye men! Forever henceforth fhall 
ye be defpifed, for the great Prophet hath 
feorned his own. Ye fertile plains of our coune 
try! no more fhall your. feed come to perfection, 
and ye fhall produce nothing but wild fruits. 
Happy flocks of our valleys, your fruitful aes 
will be dried up. 

- “ Ye ative and induftrious people, who care 
‘ried plenty with you even to the barren regions 


~ of Hefebon and Philarioth, who faid to the dee 


fert, thou fhalt be a defert no more! beholdthe 
colours of our tents ftreaming in the air; trie 
umph in your fuccefs!- And ye, once a hap- 
py people ! come.down from thefe places where 
you were pofleiled of every thing; lay afide 
your armour ; in vain are ye loaded with buck 
ler and fpears. Prepare yourfelves for flight or 
forflayery. The weapons which you throw, and 
the arrow which flies from your bow, are but 
ve teeds, fince the honour of Arabia is gone! 

Stretch 


as 3 
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2 Stretch out your hands to receive your chains s a 


The people that were not vata never yet 
were free. 

“Infult no more .over the sisatsanty of 
Egypt, or the Syrian, who, in queft of riches, 
commits himfelf to the inconftancy of .the 
Waves: remember that you have now no de~ 
fence. 

_ » “O Salamis !'O my father ! when thou fhalt 
require of thefe cowards the treafure thou 
entruftedit to them, and with thy. awful voice. 





fhalt fay, “ Where is my fon 2”—“* Ah! how. . 


fhall they be filled with difmay ! Too late wilh 
the bowels of the earth open to devour them. 
Return not, cowards, into Arabia ! Nor, with 
your hated prefence, afflict thofe whom you will 
difhonour. Following me, you were afraid of 
labour, of famine, and of death: May labour, 
and famine, and death purfue you, from defert. 
to defert ! 

‘¢ Star which prefided at the birth of Habib, 
through athoufand dangers you call him to 
high. fates, now behold him! prefent dangers 
he defpifes, and haftens to meet others. Thus 
may your influence brave every obftacle, and 
f{upport him in his courfe! ' 
~ * Prote&or of Muffulmen ! fall at his feet.” 
'. With thefe words Habib kneeled down at. 
the fide of the fountain, and performed his ab- 
lution, and offered up his prayers to God and 


his great Prophet, certainly with more fervour, 
and . 


Ps 
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and with as much eeaing ull as if he had been 
under his father’s tent. 
He direéted his eyes towards the flar of ite 


North, which was henceforward to become his 


guide; and perceived a high ‘and fteep hill, 


which he determined to climb. Near him he 
faw his cloak and his thicld. * Precious gifts 
of heaven !” exclaimed he, ‘* you have been 
faved from the hands of perfidy, and thall be 
my bulwark and defence ! He likewife found his 
poinard in his girdle.—-*‘ Fear nothing, my 
dear Dorathil-Goaie,” added he ; «* your knight 
is no longer ‘ifarmed ; he has {till weapons left 
to avenge you of your fues.”’ 

Before he departed, he provided himfelf with 


. fome wild plants; with which [’Haboul had made 


him acquainted, and whofe roots might ferve 
him for nourifhment. He at length b.gan his 
journey, and travelled with much lefs anxiety 
than when accompanied by the twenty mal- 
contents. With his head uncovered, he endured 
the fup’s heat, and defied its fierceft beams. 

Agility, united to ftrength, enabled him to per- 
form the journey with great rapidity ; and he 
ftopped only thrice a day, to offer up his prays 
ers, and now and then to refrefh himf-lf with 
the roots he had laid in ftore. Before night’ 
he had gained the third part of the mountain, 


4 Which tie iad perceived in the morning. There 


he found a ditch full of water, but fo deep, that 


ee ee he 
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he could not reach it without much labour. 


fotmed by the rapid fall of the water; and with 
his poinard he cut up another by the roots, 
and joined it to the firft, and thus he gently 
defcended to the very bottom of the, ravine, to 
quench the burning thirit which confumed 
him. Affected, however, with this unexpec- 
ted bleffing, before he fatisfied his reat.need, 
he performed his ablutions, and gave thanks 
to the Author of Nature, and Mahomet his Pro- 
phet. After this he came out of the ravine. 
«>In. this place he was obliged to pafs the 
night, and to defend himfelf from wild beafts. 
At a little diftance, he perceived a rock hol- 
lowed out by the water; and having collected 
a number of very large ftones, he formed to 
himfelf a fort of cave, wherein he might fleep 
in fecurity. There he fpread his cloak, placed 
his buckler under his head, and after fome 
refletions on his fituation, abandoned himfelf 
to-dleep. 

«: The brave,” faid he, * find their tent in 
every place, while the abje& can no where 
find reft to his head. 

«« Happy is he who hath learned in camps 
to fleep amid the found of trumpets ! the thun- 


- ger will not difturb him. 
d 6 Il'Haboul 


3 
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A tree overhung this hollow, which had been 
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“ « TPHaboul, and my father taught me to 


Q became, a man; and fuch as they formed me, 


I here find myfelf, , : 
. Salamis! behold your fon: I’Haboul | 
behold your pupil: and Dorathil-Goafe.! be- 


-~ hold yourlover, In peace he repofes under a 


tock, in the fond. expectation of awaking to 


glory. | 
“ Ye flars, enemies to my happinefs ! ye 


oppofe the decrees of heaven, and one day ye 


fhall be driven from your fpheres. A pavi- 
lion, made by.the hands of men, would leave 


~ Me expofed to your ftrokes; but, fheltered by 


the enormous mafs which covers me, | defy 


your fierceft rage.” 


Saying this, Habibsfell afleep. The favage 
inhabitants of the foreft, attracted to the rock, 
by the footfteps of the traveller, roamed 
around his cave. They fet up terrible roars, 
and contended for the prey, of which they 
thought themfelves already poflefled. Love 


might keep the lover of Dorathil-Goafe a- 


wake, but fear had no power to difturb his 
reft. Nature fhed over him her drowfy in- 
fluence ; and, amid the difmal noife of lions and 
tygers, he took-that repofe, of which he ftood 

greatly in néed. ; 
Day began at length to appear, throu ae the 
chinks of the vaft enclofure with which Habib 
was furrounded. He therefore came out, and de-« 


Vou. il. . Re {cended 
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fcended again into the ditch, to perform his 
ablution, and offer up his prayers. ‘He then 
refrefhed himfelf with the few roots that re- 
mained, refumed his cloak and his buckler, 
and fet out’on his journey. 

Scarcely had he reached the fummit of one 
mountain, when he faw before him another, fill 
more inacceflible. No path nor praéticable road 
was to be feen; and he mutt climb it by leap- 


ing from one rock to another. And when he — 


met with a plain, he had to tread on deep and 
burning fand, where, even in the-places beft 
defended from the rage of the fun, no tuft of 
grafs, nor a fingle drop of water, was ever 
found. Nature herfelf had dried up thefe 
frightful regions, and feemed to prepare for 
the traveller the road to the infernal manfions. 

Overpowered with fatigue, and wafted with 
hunger and thirft, Habib perceived that his 
ftore of roots was exhaufted; and therefore 
redoubled his fteps, that he might reach the 
mountain that lay in his way, before it was 
night. After many efforts he at laft arrived, 
but found neither fprings nor ditches there. 
He haftily built a hut with ftones, and fhut 
himfelf up in it, tortured with want and 
fatigue. Yet he tried the only method that 
remained, to refrefh his tongue and the roof 


of his mouth, which were perfeétly parched © 


by the duft and the heat of the fun. Having 
obferved, 
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obferved, that the dew fell in great abundance 


+ in that country, he fpread his handkerchief on 


- a roek without his cave, intending to fqueeze 


out the dew, as foon as he thought it fufficient« 


‘ly foaked. 


Having taken this precaution, which faved him 
from the greateft of evils, he went to reft, hav-~ 
ing firft performed the duties of a pious Muf- 
fylman. But he would not have been able to 


-fleep, unlefs he had thus communed with him- 


felf. 
‘¢ Speak,” faid he, ‘¢ with thyfclf, Habib, 
be-the reply! In travelling through danger 


to glory, did defliny promife, that thou fhouldit 


enjoy conveniences on thy way ? 
“© Thou art now in the defert: Afk Maho- 


met, why he hath not commanded Mofes to 


rain honey and manna upon thee, as he for- 


«merly did upon the defcendants of Abra- 


ham ? 

** Born to ftruggle, thou art now in diftrefs ! 
Remain firm, Habib; heaven is on thy fide, but 
thou muft co-operate with it. 

«* The applaufe of Salamis, of Amirala, and 
of I’Haboul; the high approbation of heaven 
itfelf; the heart and the hand of Dorathil. 
Goafe, and the throne of feven feas, are the 

reward of thy toils ; tread on the fire without 
ftumbling, thou art in thy way to glory.” 
Ae ae k Ge, Meabiby 


| » 
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Habib, having thus recalled his patience and 
his courage, quietly fell afleep. He awaked 
with the morning, and went out from his hut 
to take up his handkerchief. O Providence! 
oO invifible fapport of man! The moifture 
which he fqueezed from the linen into the hol- 
low of a flint, was to him a cup of blefling, 
which, as he was aflailed by want, was the 
moft delicious he had ever tafted. 

Tranfported with gratitude, and purfuing 
his journey with more vigour than eves he 
thus exclaimed : 

‘* He who hath given me the dew, hath al. 
fo taught me to gather it! Bleffed be the 
author of the univerfe ! 

“Ye flinty rocks, calcined by the heat of 


the fun, at the order of your Creator, ye hall 


be changed into fountains of waters, * 

‘¢ Hunger and thirft vanifh before the ru- 
ler of nature; and the flores of plenty are o- 
pened at his will.” 

The traveller found, betwixt two rocks, a 


' tyger’s den, where the female had juft brought 
' forth her young. On feeing a ftranger, ‘her 


eyes flafhed with new fire, her hair ftood up, 
fhe lathed the air with her tail, and the echoes 
reiterated her roarings : fhe attacked the hero, 


‘who oppofed her with his thield, and feizing 


his dagger, he thruft it, with an unerring and 
vigorous ay. into the heart/of the animal. 


_ The 
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The tygrefs fell, and Habib, availing himfelf 
of the blefling which was thus fent him, made 
a cloak of its hide, and cut out fuch parts of 
the body, as, in his needful fituation, might 
ferve for food, and then returned thanks to 
heaven and Mahomet, for his victory and fuc- 
cefs. = 
It was late, and he muft now think of a re- 
treat for the night. The cave of the tygers 
furnifhed him with one already prepared. Af- 
ter killing the young ones, and putting the 
infide of it in proper order, he fhut up its 
mouth with an enormous ftone, f{pread his 
handkerchief to imbibe the dew, and laid him- 
felf down in the cave, on the fkin of the ty- 


grels. 


_. The evening twilight was almoft over, and 
the handkerchief was wet with the dew. He 
drew it in, and fqueezed it into the fcull of the 
tygrefs, which, with fome pieces of her flefh, 
that he had dried-in the fun during the day, 


furnifhed a moft delicious repaft. He fully 


fatisfied his wants; and that he might be com-" 
pletely refrefhed from fatigue, he laid himfelf 


_ down, and fell afleep, after having elevated his 


foul to the moft fu blime ideas. 

‘* The bleffings of the Almighty,” faid he, 
“* are feattered throughout all nature. Some- 
‘times fhe feems-to withhold them, but the in- 


diftry of man can force her to give them up. 


Be3 Ms Thanks 
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«* Thanks to thee, O Mahomet! Thou yet 
haft a regard to Habib, though abandoned by. 
his friends! And giveft him for a compa- 
nion one of the reid over whom thou ru-, 
lef! 

“ Every thing goes well with me! ‘The 
enemy came forth to attack me, but the fell 
by my firft ftroke. Her tkin ferves me for 
cloathing, her body for food, and from her 
fkull I quench my thirft. 

“Tremble, audacious enemies of Dorathil- 
Goafe ! her ‘knight hath! conquered: without 
arras ! and, under the prote@tion of the Pro- 
phet, he is haftening mg fabdste thofe of Selo- 
mon ! to9 
_ Full of vigour and of courage, Habib had 
arifen before day, and refumed his journey. 
with greater fpirit than ever. In the mean 
‘time, he as yet faw no end to his toils; and 
difficulties dnd dangers feemed to fpring up . 
under his feet. He could perceive no outlet 
from thefe fteep mountains, and from their 
dreadful ridges nothing but deferts was difco- 
--vered, as far as the eye could reach. In thefe 
tracks, where mortal never trod, he’ beheld 
nothing but wild animals, which retired be- 
- fore him, or which were to be oppofed with 
the dagger, and enormous ferpents, which he 
had to crufh with ftones ; and the uncertainty 
of 
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of fuccefs, by depreffing the courage of the 
young hero, diminifhed his. natural vigour. 

As _ he defcended one of thefe fteep moun- 
tains, and having nothing with him but a few 
roots, he perceived a fandy plain, which was 
terminated only by the horizon. In all that 
immenfe {pace, over which he was obliged to 
travel, he had no hopes of finding any fort of 
refource ; and had he been an ordinary man, 
this circumftance muft have funk him in def- 
pair ; but Habib thought of nothing but how 
to furmount this new difficulty. 

He could not travel during the day, with- 
out being fcorched by the beams of the fun, 
and lofing the ufe of his feet, from the burn- 
ing heat of the fand; befides, he could find no 
water to quench his thirft. It would be im- 
poflible for him to form a fafe retreat for the 
night among the fand; and the tygers and 
panthers, who then roam more eagerly, might 
attack him unawares, and tear him in pieces. 
Habib, therefore, took the refolution of refting 
during the day, and of travelling by the light 
of the ftar, which, during the night, was to 
ferve him for his guide. 

On viewing the ocean of fand which was 
before him, and-feeing the fun in his meridian, 
he ftopped, and having, by the afliftance of 
his poniard, fixed his buckler, fo as to defend 

his 


332 ARABIAN TALES. 


his head from the fun, he laid himfelf down 
on the fkin of the tygrefs, and fell afleep. 

No fooner had night extended her fable veil, 
than he tore himfelf from the arms of fleep, 
and began his journey. The handkerchief 
which received the dew was fixed to his neck, 
and floated on his fhoulders. In this manner, 
he could banifh thirft, but how fhall he ep- 
peafe his hunger? He had nothing left but 
two roots, and knew not when Providence 
might fend him any fupply ; yet, as-he walked 
along, he was loft in admiration at the fpecta- — 
cle which the heavens difplayed to his view. 

( #The magnificent, vault of the firmament 
enclofes all-mature, and covers 3 the barrennefs 
of the defert. 

“Ts there a fpot in the ‘cloud where 
man is not forced to. admire the wonders of 
the Creator ? Were I to fearch into the bowels 
of the earth, I fhould there find gold, and ru- 
ies, and rivers fill more precious. 

‘«‘ The moon, preceded by the conftellations 
that difpenfe the dew, rifes above the horizon 
to fupply the place of the fun. 

*¢ Ye would be refrefhed, ye burning fands, 
but the fun, while he darts his rays, cannot 
~ affe& you ; nothing can ever remove from you 
your fterility. 

‘‘ The heart of the ungrateful is like the 
fand of the defert ; the bleflings of heaven are 

’ fhowered 
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fhowered down upon it, without leaving any 
impreflion of the bounty which beftows them. © 

‘* Take courage, Habib! Thou never waft 
unmindful of the benefits thou didft receive! 
Behold the motion of the fkies! There, at 
this very moment, thy deftiny is weighed! 
Banifh every fear! Puta firm and vigorous 
foot in the balance, and thou {halt caft it in 
thy favour! 

‘‘ Behold the folemn filence which reigns 
in that high region! There thy judges dwell! 
There Mahomet, and the feven prophets, inter 
cede in thy behalf. 

_“ Geeat Prophet! Friend of the Moft High !. 
Oneof thy followers cries to thee from the delert! 
Hear thou his voice, and anfwer his requeft ! 

‘‘ The end he has in view is heroic: You 
were the model of heroes. His heart burns 
with glory and with love! Whatever on 
earth bore the great characters of virtue, thou 
didft not defpife.” - 

In this manner, did Habib forget, as he 
' travelled along, his fatigues and his wants. 

Towards morning, as he looked at the dif- 
tant horizon, he thought he perceived a {mall 
black point. ‘* At length,” faid he, “I fee 
the boundary of this extenfive plain ; that ob- 
je& which I behold, is, without doubt, either 
a mountain, or fome collection of vapour, arif= 


: ing from the habitations of the human race. 
‘“ Thou 
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“Thou fhalt fee men, Habib! However 
much the paffions have armed us againft one 
another, ftill the countenance of a man kindles 
‘at the fight of his fellow. 

‘** Thefe men have perhaps never feen the 
child of Providence; I willthew him to them, 
and conftrain them to believe in its gracious 
fuperintendance. ’ 

“TI will not fay to them, that I mutt have 
gold and filver, flocks and tents, and flaves! 
All I will require of them, fhall be a cup of 
“water, a handful of rice, and the road‘to Mount 

~Caucafus !” ‘ 

In vain did Habib make the moft wonder- 
‘ful efforts to arrive at this black point, for it 
feemed to be always at the fame diftanice. 
‘Being tormented with hunger and thirit, and 
‘opprefied with a fcorehing heat, he flopped, 


~ -‘and laid himfelf down ; and as his fancy was 


filled with imaginary hopes, it foon procured 
him a moft refrething fleep. 
The frefh air of the evening awaked him. 
~ ‘He had been toffed with diftrefling dreams: a 
rivulet had rolled back to its fource, refufing 
its waters to his parched lips; and the food 
which was fet before him in abundance, had 
been immediately carried off by inv‘fible hands. 
He arofe, ftill loaded with fatigue, but in the 
flattering hope, that, by travelling all night, 
he er in the morning, reach the object on - 
é . which 
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which his eyes were perpetually fixed, and on 
- which his heart had already placed its hope. 
He made ufe of every faculty of his. body, and 
tried every refource, in enduring fo many hard. 
fhips ; and, fupported by his courage alone, he 
ftill triumphed, and was raifed above him-~ 
felf. 

Day at length enlightened this extraordinary 
journey. But as he advanced, he ftill faw the 
black point in the fame pofition, in which he had 
firft difeovered it. Meanwhile, as Habib had 
neither ftockings nor fhoes, the fand, heated by 
the fierce rays of the fun, had burnt his feet ; 
and {till finding nothing in this terrible defert, 
but heaps of duit, his ttrength was entirely ex- 
hanfted, and every thing feemed to fail him, 
except his hopes. In this fituation, he fpread his 
tyger’s fkin upon the fand, and kneeling down, 
performed his ablution with earth ; then, lifting 
up hishands, he addrefled a moft fervent prayer 
to heaven, and with a mingled tone of affliction 
and truft, exclaimed, ‘* I-am wandering in an 
ocean of fand, where my eyes can difcover no 
bounds. The earth feems to fly before me like 
a cloud. I have commanded the burning fand 
to ferve me inftead of water in my purification ; 
it obeyed, and I am-purified. The Creator will 
yet bring the earth near me, and oblige it to’ 


qj 1 t 2 , e 
upply my wants ie 
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' “See! My feet refufe their office, my limbs 
totter, my knees bend, and I muft crawl on my 
belly, to the places whither I am called by the 
decrees of fate; but what, O Great Prophet! 
wilt thou fay, when thou fhall behold a child 
of thy tribe creeping like a worm ?” 

While he fpoke thus, and while his eyes 
were ftill fixed on the object towards which he 
feemed to travel in vain, he perceived like a 
fmall point feparate from it, and which, foar- 
ing aloft, feemed to advance towards him. 
For fome time it hovered in the air, and then 


-defcended. -This was a roc, a bird of a pro- 


digious fize, which alighted about fifty paces 
from him, and remained there without making 
the fmalleft motion. 

Habib arofe and sepprrcaieled the bird ; and 
when he was fo near as to be heard, “ Bird,” 
faid he to it, ‘‘ thou art. a creature of the Al- 
mighty, and I refpe& thee as one of the works 
of his Providence ; if thou art fent to the relief 
of an unfortunate, but faithful Muffulman, 
whom his brethren have bafely abandoned, in 
the name of God, and of his Prophet, I com- 
mand thee to make a fignal, by which I may 
know the purpofe of thy miffion.” 

The roc immediately ftretched its wings, 
clapped them three times, ahd bowed its head 
before Habib. The young Sultan drew near 
it, and obferving that it carried a daniafl cu- 

_ fhion, 
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hion, tied to its talons, by ‘ne of filk, he 


fatdown upon it, keeping himfelf firm by the ~ 


threads ; and no fooner was he properly feated, 
than the bird flew aloft into the air. 

‘‘ The earth, which retired before me, now 
“Alies under-my feet,” faid Habib, as he was raif. 
ed above the clouds. ; 

“« Ye dreadful heaps of fand, ye are no more 


in my view than a particle of duft! Prefent 


famine and death to monfters, and venemous 
reptiles, ye have no more power over the 
flave of God, and the fervant of the great Pro- 
phet; a paflage is opened to him through the 
air. 

“‘ Bird, meffenger of the Moft Hai, obey 
the orders of a faithful Muffulman! carry him 


to mount Caucafus, and the repofitory of the 


arms of the wife and powerful Solomon.” 
The obedient roc tranfported the young Ha- 


bib tothe mountain which’ was the obje& of 


his journey. All his fenfes were ftunned by 
the rapidity of the flight, and greatly encreafed 
his weaknefs. He was received by Il’Haboul, 
and carried into a place where he was foon ree 
vived by a gentle and penetrating heat. 

4 In proportion as he was fenfible of recover- 
ing his ftreagth, expreffions of gratitude flow- 
_ ed from his lips. © What !*is it you, my dear 
I’Haboul! You ses not then abandoned 
me !” 


Vou. III, Ff % Orders, 


‘ 
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* Orders, far fupetior: to mine, O brave Sul-, 
fan |? replied the genie, ** have conducted you 
to this place. It was the office of the bird of 
the illuftrionus Solomon to carry, and it is my 
‘duty to receive you here ; judge, my dear Ha-/ 
bib, with what pleafure I perform: it. I was 
not ignorant of the treachery you have met 
awith, nor the difficulties you have furmounted 
in the ‘deferts, nor of the dreadful difpair of 
your father Salamis: but, guardian of the trea- 
fares of Solomon, which are fhut up in the 
bowels of the earth, I could not, without his 
orders, leave this place, to bring you ‘any re- 
lief. It is the will of heaven that-virtue be 
tried with adverfity, and you have indeed felt 
it in its moft affiGting forms ; yet the fufferings 
of the Emir Salamis and Amirala, are equal 
to yours. Crowns of glory- await you, bit 
you muft lay hold of them by force. It is 
the lot of thofe who are highly favoured a- 
mong the children of men.” 

While Il’Haboul {poke thus, a collation, 
compofled of difhes which could not hurt a fto- 
mach weakened by the moit rigorous abfti- 
nence, was placed upon a table. Habib par- 
took of it, and at the fame time was furprifed 
to find-plenty of fuch delicacies, in the middle 
» of the moft frightful deferts. 
| & You are here in amenchanted habitation,” 
‘faid I’Haboul. ‘ The great Solomon, who, 


. 





all nature in his fervice, cain never went ate 


plies. Before he took his feat near the Pro- 
phet, on account of his excellence, he buried 
his treafures here, to withdraw them from the 


rapacity of man, who has no enjoyment butin - 


' the abufe of them; and here alfo are laid up 


_the arms with which he combated men, and, 


rébel fpirits. Ilaboufatrou, the father of Do- 
rathil-Goafe, I myfelf, and the genies of the 
vace of Eblis, foon felt our inferiority, and fub- 
mitted without refiflance; others were lefs 
wile, and are accordingly confined in prifons, 


_at no great diftance from this place. The for- 


midable Abarikaf, whom you muft attack, and 


a number of other rebels, faved themfelves 


from flavery by flight, by cunning, and even: 


by force. m 
“Hitherto, my dear Habib, you have difcove- 
red afteady firmnefs, and have bravely difplay-~ 


ed your (trength againft the favage inhabitants of 


the deferts ; nor have difficulties end want fhaken: 


-your valour. The “eye which watched) over 
#4 ) 


you, hath brought you relief, when, of your- 


‘felf, you could do no more. When. you were 


met by the roc, you had flill five mountains of 
ice to crofs, before you could arrive at the 
fummit of mount Caucafus, which you: had 


feen at the diftance of two hundred leagues. 


Baer et 
ane 


But the dangers which now await you are ofa. 
Ura, © different 





‘ 
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different nature. It is not by ftrength you 
muft oppofe them ; it is by the calm poffeffion 
of yourfelf, and’by a courage which no terror 
can fhake, that you muft draw up from the: 
treafures of Solomon, the formidable arms” 
which no power can refift. As foon-as you 
fhall be completely recovered by reft, I will 
converfe with you concerning the duties you 
have to fulfill, and the means you muft em- 
ploy.” 

After this, Il’Haboul led bite pupil into bis 
_caye, where he found every thing that was ne- 
ceflary for recovering him from his fatigues. 
In the faint ftate-to which Habib was. reduced, 
one day was by no means fuificient to re-efta-. 
blith him fo far as to be able to undertake his. _ 
laborious entérprife. Unlefs the genie had 
obtained the afcendant over him from his early: 
infancy, it would have~been difficult to have 
reftrained fo impaffioned a lover ; but the wife: 
IVHaboul exerted an authority, _which long 
, habit had confirmed, and perfuaded his pupil, 
“not to expofe himfelf to any new trial, till he- 
fhould have recovered all his vigour. This 
interval he employed in inftruéting him in what 
he ‘had to do, to accomplith the obje& for which, 
he had undertaken the journey to mount Cau- 

cafus. . 

*« My dear Habib,” faid he, “* you are cal- 
led by the fates to avenge Dorathil-Goafe on 
voik : the: 


oT se Pe 
. ‘ 
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the barbarous rebel. ‘Abarikat, This Qu ioe 


dominions lie at a prodigious diftance . from, 


this ; and deferts, as extenfive as thofe you have’ 


> 


already pafled, lie between you and the feas’ - 


which furround them; and long and difficult, 
will you find the road, if you are inclined to’ 
go from hence to embark on the fea: for Wee 


is inacceflible, except by a paflage through 


the centre of the earth. But what prndence 


and care! what vigour of foul, my dear Sul- 
tan, is. necéflary for the fuccefsful accom plifh- 


ment of this perilous j journey! If forty gates” 


of brafs,.guarded by malevolent genies, of un- 
common vigour and ftrength, ean ftop you;if 
one moment’s forgetfulnefs or inattention fhould 


fteal upon you, you will infallibly be expofed- 


to the greateft of all evils ! 


“You will crofs allthe halls, in which are.’ 


fhutup the treafures of Solomon. The firft con- 
tains the precious and venerable depofit of that 


very armour by which he reached that height of 


power that aftonifhed the world. ‘This is the 
leaft guarded part, and that which is moft ac- 
cefitble to the refearch of mortals; and hap- 


py would they be, if, when they have reached. 


it, they were contented with the acquifition, - 


without wifhing to proceed farther. . : 
_ Solomon was the moft learned man that ever 


lived. ‘He-fixed the principles and démonftra-- 
tions of {cience, by three hundred and fixty-" _ 
Ef 3. fers. 4 
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: fix hieroglyphics, each of which, even to the 


moft cultivated genius, would-require a day’s’ 
application, in order to difcover its myfterious: 


meaning ; will youtake time toexamine them ?’”” - 
—‘* I love Dorathil-Goafe,” replied Habib: 


‘+ She is in danger, and I want arms to engage 
Abarikaf! When Lhave conquered, I will feek 


‘inftru@ion.”—« Many are lefs excufable than. 


you,” replied the genie; ‘* but, fince Sclomon 
left the earth, five hundred knights have pe- 
netrated into thefe deferts ; all of them neglec- 
ted the fludies I have propofed'to you, in pur- 
{uit of the treafures fhut up in the hollow 
places. of this immenfe fubterraneous. abode. 


Their great object was to gratify their paflion, . 


and they have all fallen through ignorance, for 
not one of them ever returned ; you alfo are 


yielding to yours; but let us endeavour to guard . 


you from a fimilar difgrace. 

“« T will condu& you to the firft gate, where 
you will fee a golden key at your feet, with 
which you muft open it. The fpring of the 
lock will yield to the fmalleft -effort. Draw. 
back the door with the utmoft caution, that it 
“may fhut behind: you without the fmalleft 
noife.” 

In this firft hall you will find a black flave, of 
a gigantic ftature. The forty keys of the o- 
‘ther apartments, through which you muft 

pals, are fufpended ie a chain of diamonds, 
which 


a 
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which hangs from his left hand. On feeing 
you, he will fet up fuch a terrible cry as wilk | 


- fhake all the vaults of the cavern, and lift up + 


againft you the blade of an enormous feyme= : 
tar. Guard your foul from feat, and caft your 
eyes upon his fabre ; and as Ihave inftruéted : 
you fufficiently in the knowledge of talifmani+ 
cal charaéters, pronounce aloud the words 
which you will read upon this blade of fteel ; 
engrave them upon your memory, fo that ne 
calamity you may ever experience, fhall be - 
able to efface them: on this depends your 
fafety. 

“The flave: will then fubmit to you, . and 
after. having difarmed him, you muft, together 
with the keys, take along with you the fabre 
of: the illuftrions Solomon; but you would . 


Search for the talifman on it to no purpofe, be- - 


caufe it will difappear, the moment you pro-~. - 


‘nounce the words of which it is compofed. 


You will then open the firft of the forty doors, 
and fhut it with the fame care. There, you 


-will fee the arms of Solomon ; but touch nei- 


ther his helmet, his cuirafs, nor his fhield; you 


have his {eymetar, and you muft not be armed 


with iron. It was by courage,. vigour, pati- 
ence, and prudence, that Solomon overcame. ~ 
Four. ftatues, covered with hieroglyphics, will 
reprefent to you thefe four virtues. Refled 


_ maturely on thefe emblems of wifdom, and learn 
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to appropriate shale meaning ; this will be an’ 
armour of which you fhall never be deprived, 


Carefully examine the arms of the prophet, 


‘as you did the fcymetar of the flave ; and the 


knowledge you will derive from them will en- 


able you to conquer every foe; but without. 
this, and fhould you forget the charaéters en= 
_ graved on the fabre, know that you carry in | 


" your hanils only a blade of fteel, which raft 


a 


and time will confume. 

« When you fhall have remained inthis fir 
apartment as long as you think-neceflary, you 
mutt leap at once over the {pace which leads 
to the fecond, the deor of which you muft o- 


. pen and fhut always with the fame caution, 


The weapon, which will hang from your belt, 


-and. the words which you thall pronounce, will 


render you mafter of whatever flaves may be 
there on guard, I will. not at prefent enter 
into the detail of the immenfe'riches you will 


- find in it:. in the eyes of Solomon, gold and 


filver were of no eftimation ;. and although he 
made ufe of them in the accomplifhment of 
thofe works which fhail be held in everlafting 
remembrance, yet he cheerfully returned them 


.to the bowels of the earth, whence he had 


drawn them by his knowledge ; he was not of 


: _ opinion, that the happinel’s of mankind depend- 


ed upon them. . 
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“ Tf, as you pafs through thefe forty “halls, 
you fhould meet with any thing you do not. 
comprehend, rub the blade of your feymetar, 
as you repeat the words, which you mut take 
care to remember, and you will then difcover 
the meaning of any’ asm | you may have 


tet with. 


“«T need not, O eittdous Sultan ! caution 
you againft avarice, and indiferetion, which 
were the chief caufes of the death of the. 





knights, who have already attempted this pe- ~ 


rilous adventure. Under the tents of the E- 
mir Salamis, you have already learned in what 
true riches arid power éonfitt. No gold fhines 
in his habitation ; he gives himfelf no trouble 
either in colle@ing or difiributing it: a formit 

dable army ts in motion on his firft fignal;. 
and his abundance confifts in the wife choice 
of things that are ufeful, and in the contempt 


of fuch as are fuperfluous. 


“ Curiofity alfo is a fault againft which you: 
muft guard. Remember, that, in the road: 


_ you are about to take, every thing that may 


excite it, is abfolutely dangerous to the man, 
who is not-perfeétly acquainted with the three. 
hundred and fixty-fix truths, the fole founda- 
tion of Solomon’s wifdom. 

* Above all, when -you fhall have opened- 
the fortieth door, at which your {ubterraneous. 
journey terminates, take care not to let your: 

eyes. 


| 
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eyes dwell on the objeéts which will firike 
them. You will -find there a veil of filk, and 


will be particularly: ftruck with fome charac-. 


ters, written in gold and relievo ;' from thefe 
you moft inftantly turn away your eyes; ‘for, 
thould you read them, they would prove yout 
fentence of death, and its execution would in- 
Rantly follow. But draw up the curtain, and 
if you have hitherto wifely obferved the rules 
of prudence I have pointed out, you will then 


_ be aftonifhed with a moi beautiful {pectacle ;, . 
. you will perceive the firft of the feven feas, 


which you have to crofs before you can reach’ 
Dorathil-Goafe, and you will find at. your 
hand every thing neceffary to facilitate your 
paflage: But, if you have neglected in one 


‘point the inftruétions I have given, you will 


be expofed to the moft dreadful dangers.”— 


/ #1t is perhaps unfortunate for me,” replicd 


Habib,“ that I am unacquainted with she 
fentiment of fear, and for this I am indebted 
to you, to Salamis, and to Amirala ; you en- 
deavoured to arin me againft terror of every 
fott, and perhaps to make me depend too much 
on myfelf; yet I will endeavour to pracife 


~ your wife leffons.” 


‘6 Go on then uirder the fhield of the ue 
trious Solomon, valiant hero! May his fpi- 


‘vit accompany. you! I pray moft earneltly, 
that you many fucceed, and fhould you be fo 


fortunate,. 


ern 
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titans, I wil find in your fuccefs an abun~ 
dant recompence for all my labours.” Bie 

I’Haboul laid ‘the tyger’s fkin, and the 
buckler and poniard of the Sultan, in his cave; 
and drefled him in a ftyle extremely fimple, 
and convenient for the enterprife in which he 
was about to engage. The genie then took him 
by the hand, and led him along a winding - 
path of this cavern, to the firft brazen door, 
the key of which they foon perceived. 

“ Take this key,” faid U’Haboul; ‘ and 
forget not, as foon as the firft flave fhall threat- 
en you with his fabre, to pronounce ‘aloud the 
magical. charaéters you will read upon its 
-blade. Beitow fuch attention upon them, as 
that they may be engraved for ever on your 
memory ; and pronounce them on every ap- 
pearance of danger, whether within or with- 
out the vaft cavern through which you are to 
pafs.. Open and fhut the doors with the great- 
eft care, and remember, that every thing in 
this habitation is fymbolical, and that your 
condu& muft correfpond to this. You muft 
not forget my other directions, but at prefent 
J infift only on fuch as are moft important. 
Embrace me, my dear Habib! I muift returo 
whither duty calls. me.” . 

VHaboul withdrew, and Habib foftly o- 
pened and thut the firftdoor. He perceived a 
black giant, of a moft formidable appearance, 
; who,’ 
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-who, on feeing him, fet up fuch acry, as fhook 
the vaults of this firft grotto. The menfter 
‘drew the terrible {cymetar ; but the attentive 
Habib caft his eyes upon the blade, and with 
a loud voice pronounced the word Pc wer, 
which was engraved in letters of gold; end 
thus difarmed the flave. The feymetar and 
keys at once dropped from his hands, and he 
bowed down before his conqueror. 

The young Sultan laid hold of the formi- 
‘dable weapon, and advanced towards the fe- 
cond door, which he opened. He faw feven 
_ different roads, but all of them were dark. 
Uncertain which to take, he pronounced, with 
a loud voice, the enchanted word, upon which, 
a pale and trembling light appeared at the en- 
trance of the fourth road. He followed it 
‘down fourteen hundred and ninety fteps of a 
ftaircafe, which was but halflighted. 

He arrived at length at the third door, ftill 
conducting himfelf with the fame prudence. 
Here he was met by two monfters, who in 
part refembled women, and who, with a view 
to catch him, threw at him two enormous 
grappligg irons; but Habib having pronoun- 
ced the word Power, the iron immediately foft- 
ened, and the monfters fled. 

Habib was aftonifhed at the magnificence: 
which he beheld. The hall was completely 

dluminated, by a luftre of carbuncles, which 

oe ‘ was 


r 
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was fupported.on pillars of jafper. The a a 


mour of the great Solomon. ‘was triumphant- 
ly difplay ed in the centre. ~The full fpread 
pheonix ornamented the top of the helmet. 
It. was impoffible to look upon the fplendor of 


the cuirafs and buckler and the fpear of fteel - 


fparkled ‘ with fire. The fcymetar was not 
there ; but Habib was tranfported to find, that 


the one he poffeffed, correfponded entirely with» 


the other parts of the trophy. “All thefe wea- 
pons ‘were ‘covered with myfterious charaéters, 
whofe meaning he’ endeavoured to difcover.’ 
Upon thecuirafs he read thefe words : 

Firmnefs of foul ts the true cuira/s of man. 
He went on, and found on other parts of the 
armour: Patience is bis buckler. His tongue 
is bis firongeft fpear. Wifdom ought to be his 
helmet. Prudence his vizor. Without valour, 
naked are bis arms. Without conftancy, bis 
legs are ufelefs. 

“ O illuftrious Salomon! 1? exclaimed the 
hero ; ; “onthe front of his helmet, the pheenix 
{till proudly difplays his plumes. 

‘* Arm yourfélves. with blades of fteel, ye 
feeble warriours of earth! By the aid of vir- 
tue, the Prophet of the Almighty marched on 
to glory.’’ 


Habib then contemplated the three hundred ~ 


and. fixty-fix hicroglyphics which adorned the 
walls of the room. Among thefe, there was 
Vor. Il. Lote Gre one 
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~ one remarkable for its fimplicity, but which 
he was yet unable to comprehend; another, 
more complicated, unravelled its myftery ; the 


three hundred and fixty-fix hicroglyphics were - 


‘explained, and yet they could only be explain- 
ed by one. | 

‘* Science ! I feel thou art formed to charm 
my heart, but thou art beyond the reach of 
my underftanding. Who will give me the 
eyes of the lynx, that I may penetrate thy 
myfteries? At prefent I. am unable even to 
behold thy dazzling fplendour! March on, 
Habib, to thy deftinies! They have promifed 
thee glory! It is from the height of the hea- 
vens that wifdom is derived: Enlarge thy de- 
fires, and, under the favour nf thy ftar, conti- 
nue thy courfe |” - 

As he fpoke thus, he advanced towards the 
door, which was to open into the place where 
the riches of Solomon were fhut up. Obliged 
ftill to defcend by new fteps, and winding paths, 
‘he arrived at the different doors, which he o- 
pened and ‘fhut withont the fmallef noife; 
and every where met with monfters, who en- 
deavoured to terrify him by their deformity, 
their cries, and their threats. The head of 
“one, formed of a human f{cull, and armed with 
horns, terminated in an eagle’s bill; that of 
another united three different fpecies of ani- 
mals, and was fomething betwixt a lion, a ty- 

get, and an elephant; this laft had the mouth 
of 
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ofa crocodile, and the fhoulders of a man; 
and its terrible hair appeared to the hero like 
a hydra, with three heads- refembling thofe of 
women, twifted with ferpents. 

But Habib, full of undaunted courage, dat 
faithful to the inftructions of the genie, over- 
awed thefe threatening phantoms by one.word, 
and, without emotion, calt his eyes on heaps of 
gold and diamonds, and broken. ftatues.. He 
quickly pafied from one door to another, 
whenever the objets which he met contained 
no fymbolical repreferitation of the vittories~ 
of the ata He ftopped however in one 
place. 

This was a foactouts hall, around which 
were feated an infinite number of beings in hu- 
man fhape; the moft venerable among them, 
» placed on an elevated feat, and with a defk be- 
fore him, was reading, while all the reft ap- 
peared to be liftening to him. When Habib 
entered, the whole afflembly arofe “and bowed * 
to the hero. Refpe& interrupted the reading, 
and the Sultan addrefling himfalf t to the neater; 
thus faid to him: sad 

“If you are permitted, tell me who yot- 
are, and what it is you are reading ?”—* T 
ama genie, and a flave of Solomon,” replied 
"the reader, ** entrufted by him with the in- 
ftrudion of my bre: thren, whom you fee here. i 
They will cbtain their liberty, whenever they _ 

Gg have 


_eult it is to comprehend the truth, when one- 
is not difpofed to hear it; and blefling God. 


= 
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have acquired fuch-knowledge as 1S neceflary 
for. the dire&tion of theit condu@. The book 
which I read is the Alcoran; but, alas! al- 


though [ have been explaining it for feveral 


ages, yet the eighth part of thofe who hear 


me do not comprehend, fo much as the firft 


line! Pafs on, young Muffulman ; you have 
nothing to learn either from hess or me. 
Advange to your deftinies, and be always as 


prudent and circumfpect as you have hitherto. 


been.” 


Hibib left this fchool, reflecting ioe diffi. 


and his Prophet, that he was early inftructed 
in the knowledge of the Alcoran. 
The young Sultan had now opened and fhut. 


-thirty-nine doors; and had been five days in 


paffing through thefe fubterraneous abodes ; 
places where no ray of the fun ever marks 
the fleeting hours ; whee time, undivided by 
days, and months, and years, rolls on fubjetted 


' to no. calculation; and where the filent revo- 


i i in thefe gloomy caves, where malevo- 


lution of ages is not perceived ; places where- 
‘thofe bleffed fpirits dwell, ‘whofe attive fouls. 


are engaged in nothing, but in. promoting the 


bappinefs of the faithful, and who are not 
_fubjefed to the dominion of their neighbours. 


Habib'had not-as yet paflcd into the other 


lent 
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lent fpirits live in a very different condition. 


The fcythe of time opprefies them in a man- ~ 


ner beyond our conception, The vices of the 
world {pring up andferment in their corrupted 
hearts, and they are the wretched victims of 
every want, u; 
Our hero had kept no account of the num- 
ber of doors through which he had already 
_ paffed. Whenever he appeared before a new 
one, the key which was to openit, difengaging 
itfelf from the bunch which he held in his 
hand, applied itfelf to the lock. He was at 
length oppofite to the fortieth door. It open- 
ed of itfelf, and he perceived the fatal curtain - 
of filk, of which the genie had fpoken. He 
was {truck with the fplendid characters, which. 
he was prohibited from reading. He haftily 
drew afide the curtain, and beholding the fea 
on which he was to embark, in order at length 
' to gain the end of his toilfome labours, he 
fprang forward with great vigour to reach its ~ 
fhores. But, atthat very moment, the for- 
tieth door, which he had negle&ed to fhut, 
rolled upon its hinges with fo terrible a noife, 
_ that the very foundations of Mount Caucafus 
trembled. 

All the doors which he had already paffed, 
and all thofe of the prifons, were thrown open 
and dafhed to pieces, with a crafh that feemed 
to-fhake the vaults of the fky. Legions of © 

Gg3 nag {pirits,'» 
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fpirits, in chi schol hideous fhapes, iffued forthi;, 


and rufhed towards Habib ; andthe moff ter- 
rible figns and-threats accompanied their feps 
and geftures. 


Habib turned round to face them ; and had 


he been as fufceptible of fear as he had been 


inattentive, he muft have been undone. But. 
he was become cool from. the excefs of danger. 


he had fo often. experienced: he recalled the 
formidable werd, and brandithing, at the fame 
time, the fteel of Solomon, pronounced the 
magical word: with a fteady voice. The a- 


frighted crowd. immediately returned with. 


precipitation, and the door which opened’ up- 


on the fea, fhut with great violence. But all. 


the malevolent fpirits did. net return to their 
prifons. - 
ae party of them rufhed into the fea; it ftir- 
red up its deeps ; the billows raifed themfelves 
on high, and driving the vapours from afar, 
formed dreadful colleGtions of them. Day 


difappeared, the fun was darkened, the thun- . 


ders began to roar, the winds were let loofe 


and ftruggled with the thronged clouds, and 


the billows of the ocean, dafhing againft one 
another, fent forth a hollow noife, and_prefent- 
ed a black and watery furface, which the flafh- 

-es of lightening appeared to taint with blood. 
_ The tempett raged on every fide ; the winds, 
Sopdifenel with the furious thunderbolt, avail 
themfelves 
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thienifélves of the paflage which it: opened to* 
them, and chace the waters of-the fea into their- 
deepeft receffes. Thetremendéus found of the — 
billows, andthe fearful whiftling of the winds, - 
fhook the foundations of the foelid rocks ; and* 
the loud and repeated peals of thunder, feem- 
ed to threaten this in of the globe with its” 

orgie; chaos. 

- Thetumult which ac sive the tathnehty i in - 
fuch horrid confufion, was not wholly owing 
to ‘natural caufes. Il’Haboul, who was ap- 
pointed over the guard of the arms aiid trea- 
fures of the Prophet, at the moment when the 
rebel genies made their efcapeyhad left his or- 
dinary poft, at the head of f{pirits fubje& to his 
command ; and the earth, the ocean, and the 
air, had become ‘the theatres of three moft-ob-: 
ftinate and furious battles. 

_ Habib, ftruck with the diforder around him, 
could afcribe it to no caufe but his own impru- 
dence : for-when-he had opened the fatal cur- 
tain, the heaven and the earth had a {miling 
afpect, and the fea which he beheld was ferene. 
He proftrated himfelf with his face towards the 
ground, and thus exclaimed : 

~ Whereis the man who thinks himfelf wife? 
Let him look upon nie, md tremble at his pre- 


fum ption.” 
‘* Where ) 
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‘* Where is the man whofe prudence never 
forfakes him? Let him approach and put me 
- to fhame. 


‘“* | have hada glimpfe of happinefs, but it 


vanifhed., I held the key of my deftiny, but 
it has dropped from my hands. 

“* Dorathil-Goafe ! your lover is unwife; he 
is unworthy of your affection. . 


‘‘In this fituation, what cry could I utter, that: 


would bring to my: relief the powers of the 
earth? And if I attempt to move the compaf+ 
fion of heaven, I hear a voice from the bottom 
of my heart, faying, Account to it ufo its ble/- 
Sings. 

~outt The. Arabians of our tribe have betrayed 
me; but how fhall I reproach them, fince I 
have betrayed myfelf.. 

‘¢ Salamis, Amirala, Il’Haboul! Ye have 
fown upon a barren foil: and how fhould you 
reap the harveft ? : 

‘I will fhed tears; like the timid in foul! 
Confufion will cover my eyes, as foon as-the 
veil of prefumption fhall be removed. 

‘“‘ O Great Prophet, I feel that I am guilty, 
and dare not lift my voice to heaven. But 


thy, goodnefs towards Habib was confpicuous - 


when he merited nothing; now when he 


acietowledges his errors, pardon -and regard 
him?" 


After - 
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“After: he had offered’ up this aneene Habib. | | 


arofe to look around im what place he was. 
_ He found himfelf on the ridge of fome rocks, 
at the foot of which, the fea dathed its waves. 
with great fury. He was enclofed by a monn» 
tain, which was cut with a’pick-ax, and appear> ° 
éd an unfurmountable barrier betwixt him and ~ 
the reft of the univerfe. He had to pafs along 
the fpace of a thoufand paces, by leaping from. 
one rock to another. The light of the fun 
Was intercepted by dark clouds, the lighten. 
ings, which burit from them, tinged every ob-— 
je on which they gleamed, -with a red and 
yellow colour, and a tainted and falt vapour 
formed the dangerous atmofphere, in which he 
had to breathe. Day, which threw light on 
this frightful fcene, ferved only to encreafe its 
rhorror.. Habib, for fome time, contemplated 
the diforder which reigned before him; then, 
cafting his eyes upon his fcymetar, he obferv- 
ed that the magical characters which were en- 
gtaved upon it, fhone with an encreafed fplen- 
dor. He had formerly learned from Il’Hae 
boul, that providence never performs a mi- 
racle without fome caufe; and the new bril- 
liancy of the talifman, muft decide him to.em- 
ploy its’ virtues, in quelling this. elemental 
war: he fpeedily drew the myfterious blade, 
and brandishing it thric«in the air, he thus ex- 
claimed, ** Power of fire, of earth, of airy. 
and: 
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end of water! I command you to return te 
your wonted courfes, poe teece T will deprive 
“you of all your energy.” 

At thet inftant a brightnefs was feen to flafly 
from the feymetar, which eclipfed that of the 
lightening ; a confufed noife was heard, as if 
mountains of fand were prefling on one ano- 
ther ; the fea became calm and tranquil; the 
_ the fiorm was difperfed ; the gentle whifpers 
of the zephyr’: s breeze fucceeded the boifterous 
winds of the dark North; and the bright — 
luminary of day gilded with his rays the fright- 
ful rocks, on whofe fummit the hero had found: 
an afylum. 

At this aftonifhing prodigy, the mind of 
Habib was irrefiftably imprefled with a fort of 
dread, mingled with joy. ‘* What power,” 
exclaimed he, “ has employed my feeble and 
guilty Hands, as inftruments to difplay its en- 
ergy! How have the elements been obedient 
to my voice ! 

oe Creator of the world, thou haft not turn- 
ed away thy face from the guilty Habib! 

“Great Prophet! Thou ftill regardeft me 
as a defcendant of the tribe of Ben-Hilac.” 

- When he had done fpeaking, his face ftill 
proftrate on the ground, a motion, which he 
perceived at his fide, made him raife his head, 
and-he beheld the virtuous Il’Haboul. ‘ Omy 
protector !.O my mafter!” faid he, “ it was 

; - certainly 





ARABIAN TALES. «sg 
‘ certainly you who performed the miracles I 
have now beheld?”—‘* No, my dear Habib,” 
replied the genie,” they were effected by the 
virtues of the illuftrious Solomon, and you 
have been his chofen inftrument. You know ~ 
not what diforders the forgetting my counfels . 
and your negligence have occafioned; but 
without you, the evil you gave rife to could 
- fearcely have been repaired. ‘ ; 

“* When, inftead of fhutting the fortieth 
door, you ruthed to the fhore of the fea, the 
gates of the prifons, in which the rebel flaves- 
were confined, inftantly opened, and they 
thronged from their cells. You would have 
become the firft vi&tim of their fury, had you 
not made ufe of the talifman, to the name of 
which they had been formerly fubjected. But 
terrified at the fight of this, they rofe into the 
air, or rufhed into the waters,-and produced 
the tempeft which you have juft beheld. 

“I followed them at the head of my genies,; 
end we began the furious combat of which you 
have feen the effects, without comprehending 
them. You then employed thesonly means 
which were in your power; the fuccefs of 
which, in the hands of a faithful Muffulman, 
was infallible. That inftant their weapons drop- 
“ped from their hands, and, affected with a fud- — 
den numbnefs, they fell back, like lumps cf 
earth, Our warriours have put them in chains, _ 
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dhut them up in the prifons which caft-them 
forth: But without your afliftance, the com- 
bat would have been ftill going on. I will 
“mot reproach you for the inattention which de- 
Jays your fuccefs, and expofes you to unheard 
of labours, before you can reach it: it is more 
the fault of love than of yourfelf, and your 
paflion is the effe@ of your ftar. 

“ Recolle& the knowledge which you muft 
have acquired from vifiting the treafures of 
the great Solomom. Every where, and even 
in yourfelf, you will find the armour which 

-fecures the fuccefs of the true Knight: he 
knows that they prefent themfelves in adverfi- 
- 4y, more readily than in the fortunate fitua- 
tions of life. 
‘* This advice, is the laft you will ever re. 
ceive from me.—You are ina career, in which 
it would be fhameful to employ trifling means, 
in order to obtain fuccefs. When our views are 
dizeéted by wifdom, and we want not to beatt of 
our fuccefs, the afliftance of heaven alone can 
be receivéd without fhame, and folicited with- 
out meafure. Farewell, my dear Habib, I 
leave you in the middle of every want, a prey 
to new adventures ; but I believe your courage 
~ is fufficient for every thing.” 
‘WHaboul left Habib on a rock. The fea 
“had retired, and no longer dafhed its waves a- 
gaint the foot of his afylum. He ,was now 
able 
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‘able to defcend, and walk along a pretty fhort — 
{pace that lay betwixt one rock and another; 


__ but he had no thelter for the night, and faw 


no refource againft hunger and thirft. Such 
was the fituation of our hero, when his guar- 
dian genie difappeared. 

‘A foul, lefs noble than his, would have a« 
bandoned itfelf to inquietude; but the feyme= 
tar of the illuftrious Solomon ftill hung at his 
fide, and threatened the enemies of the Al- 
mighty ; and he had not fo much to fear from 
others as from himfelf, 

“* My fault had humbled me !”” he exclaims 
ed, * but God raifed me up. 

“* Caucafus, boaft not thyfelf of thy enor. 

“meus fize, and of the hardnefs of thy fubftance ; 
at the will of God I penetrated into thy 
bowels ! 

“Earth! thou art behind me like a fright. 
ful wall! Sea! thy boundlefs plains feem to 
‘offer nothing to my fight, but fathomlefs deeps ; 
but hope overleaps thy waters, and opens a 
profpe& to me, acrofs the vapours which brood 
upon thy furface !” 

And in reality, Habib difcovered land with. 
out expecting it. It was the moft advanced 
point ofthe White Ifand, which formed a part 
of the dominions of Dorathil-Goafe. In the 
mean time, night came on; and that he might 

_ not be expofed to its troublefome damps, he 
Vou. III, Hh placed 
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placed himfclf betwixt three rocks, in order 
to fhelter himfelf from a cold wind, whofe 
~perpetual aétion had benumbed his. body. 

At day break, the young Muffulman per- 
formed his ablution, and offered up his prayers. 
He then rapidly furveyed the land which fur- 
rounded him, in: fearch of provifions to keep 
-himfelf alive. The caves which met his eye 
ewere filled with fhell-fifh; the billows had 
brought along with them fome fragments of 
herbs, which.he dried: and thus he provided 
for his wants, till his deftiny fhould call him 
.to more interefting events. 

One morning, as Habib had placed himfelf 
upon the rock which jutted fartheft into the 
fea, in order, if poflible, to defery fome veffel, 
-he allowed himfelf to be overcome by a gentle 
fleep. Three daughters of the fea fuddenly raif- 
_ed their heads above the water. ‘* He is afleep, 
filters,” faid one of the Naiads to the other 
~ two. ‘* Let us approach him, and endeavour 
to difcover who he is. You will be delighted 
to fee him; he is beautiful as the firft ray of 
the fun. Yefterday I faw him bending over 
the water to perform his ablution, and he feem- 
ed to give alivelinefs to its colour ; you would 
have affirmed, that the bottom of the fea was 
ftrewed with rofes. But that we may view 
him more.at our eafe, we muft lull him fo 
Jatt afleep, that he fhall not be awakened by 

the 
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the noife we are going to make around him:: 
Give me your hand, and let us go round in 2? 
circle, till he be in a profound fleep.” 

As foon as the daughters of the fea were! 
certain of the effe& of their enchantment, they’ 
came out of the water. They fpread their’ 
golden trefles, which had been bound in a fing’ 
gle lock, upon’ their fhoulders ; the gentle ze.: 
Phyrs foon reftored its grace and lightnefs to’ 
this hair; a ftuff, woven with fea weeds, as 
fine as gauze, hung from their fhoulders, and’ 
encompaffed their loins ;- their limbs, adorned 
with bufkins of pearl, 2nd their arms decked’ 
with bracelets of coral, rendered them as com~’ 
pletely beautiful, as they were captivating. : 
Ail three ftole a look: into the water, and,- 
pleafed with themfelves and their drefs, they’ 


furrounded the Kni ght. 


“* What a beautiful young man !” faid the’ 
eldeft of the three; Were this a Knight !*: 
~+“* He is one affuredly,” faid the youngett ; 
** look at his fabre, but touch it not; for I: 
touched its handle, and it has burnt me.” 

: “-TIzaide !” faid the eldeft to the youngett, : 
** we muft learn who he is, and-whence he came,* 


- He may have been driven hither by the tem=" 


oo A alas 


ine 


peft ; yet no part of his drefs indicates his be-* 
ing fhipwrecked. Bring me one of the largeft- 


- fhells you can find upon the fand, and fill it’ 
_ With water.” 


Hh2- Ilzaide- 


te 
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Ilzaide- obeyed : the fhell was brought; and 
the eldeft of the daughters of the fea them 
gently took a lock of Habib’s hair. “ We 


are going,” faid fhe, ‘t to make what I hold. 


in my hand blab out all the fecrets of the 
bead in which it grows.” She immediately: 
plunged it into the water, and drew it around 
the fhell in a. cireular motion. ‘“* Stir the wa- 
ter well,” faid the to her fifters ;. ‘¢ the more it 
is troubled, the more diftinéily I fhall fee.”— 


* Look fiiter,” faid Ilzaide, ‘+1 believe the. 


hair is melted; the water is turned into the 


colour of the firmament, where ftars appear, ~ 


but the bottom of the fhell cannot now be 


feen.”»—* So much the better,” replied the eld- 


eft ; ‘* after night comes the day. Stoop down, 
and obferve the picture which is formed.”— 


** There is a country filled with trees, under 


whofe fhade flocks are feeding !—And there 
are tents !’”*' He is a native of Arabia.” 


“* Of Arabia ! fifters,” faid the one of the. 


three who had not yet fpoken;, “ it is from 
Arabia, that Dorathil-Goafe, our Queen, ex- 


pects her deliverer! How happy fhould we 
_ be were this her brave Knight! He would — 
_affuredly deliver us from Racachik, and all his. 


race.” But the water fays nothing of this. 
Trouble it again, that we may know through 
what places he has paffed.” 

& Ah ® 
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«€ Ah! fifter,” {aid Ilzaide; “ the water 


- Becomes black, black !"—“ It is all well!’ 


replied the eldeft ; “ the truth will come forth 
more bright. Repeat the motion !?—« Sifs 
ter |” faid the fecond ; ** fee the water is turn- 
ing white.”—=*‘ Oh! what a difmal fight is - 
there !—It is compofed of mountains, fands,-- 
and deferts,” added the eldeft ; ‘* all thefe he 
hath trodden alone, for I fee none but him in 
the water. He mutt poffefs great vigour and 
courage.—Trouble, trouble the water again! 


for the road which I fee him take could not 


have conduéted him to this place.—Heavens !” 
exclaimed fhe, ‘‘ I fee the bowels of the earth. 
That is enough, fifters; for fo far as I can per-~ 
ceive, the water will not reveal to us any of 
the fecrets of his heart ; but I knowa way in 
which we are more likely to learn them; and 
you know it is of the utmoft confequence for 
us to difcover them; for we-have been in- 


formed, that we canbe delivered from our 


diftreffes, and the tyranny under which we 
groan, by a complete lover, who is not in love 
with ourfelves.”—‘ Certainly,” replied Jl- 
zaide, with great livelinefs, ‘ a Knight, who- 
ever he is, cannot be our lover, fince we have 
never feen-him.”—“ But when he fhall open - 


his eyes,” replied the eldeft, he muft necef- 


farily fee us: Be careful then to caft down ° 
yours, fifter ; for they have a more captivating ° 
Hh 3. look: ~ 
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look than ours ; and fhould he become ena 
moured of you, all our hopes would be loft.” 
—‘ Sifter, he will love you rather than me,’” 
replied Iizaide.—‘* The great Solomon pre- 

ferve both of us from this !” added the eldetft ;. 
“ but, in my apprehenfion, we are very much. 
expofed. However, fince we muft gain his 

good graces, in order to have a claim uponhis. 
fervices, let us diligently engage in what we 

can do for that purpofe.. 

“« Firft, I fee he is in want of every thing.. 
Thefe regions have furnithed him with nothing 
except fome marine plants, and fhell:fith, which. 
he hath eaten raw. Let.us prepare> for him,. 
when he fhall awake, fuch a repaft as we can 
procure from our neighbourhood. Go Hzaide,. 
you are more nimble than the goat, which 
bounds from rock to: rock, oblige it to give- 
you of its milk! Fill a fhell with it, whofe: 
top and bottom you muft fhut with aromatic. 
herbs. Penetrate into the caverns of the moun- 
tains; you will find, in fecret. places, fruits and: 
flowers; make choice of whatever you think 
willbe moft agreeable to the fight, the tafte,. 
_ and the imell. My fifter and I will think of 
the reft, and _willdo our utmoft to prefent him 
with a collation, as complete as thefe dreary 
deferts can furnifh.” 

_ Searcely was Izaide gone, when the eldeft- 
laid open her cai to the fifter the had kept 
with. 
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with her.. ‘‘ I know,’ faid fhe, ‘* branches 
of coral at the bottom of the fea, two of which: 
would load a-camel.. We will place four of 
thefe here in a fquare,. which: we will cover: 
with a ftuff like that with which we are dreff- 
ed; and thus we will forma pavilion. We 
will next gather fea. wreck, which we will 
perfume after it is dried, and this will ferve: 
for afopha. We will make a table of ftones, 
and cover it with a lace that has never been 
dyed.. The beft fith of the fea, boiled and dri- 
ed in the fun, fhall be ferved up, with the eggs 
of birds, which J will drive from their nefts,. 
and the fruits and milk, which our fitter muft 
bring, will complete the entertainment.—As 
foon as a genie leaves his element, his power 
is limited. Here induftry muft fupply the 
place of power, and order and tafte that of a- 
bundance.. Want will make every thing va- 
luable, and. gratitude will acknowledge the 
{malleft favour.” 

I]zaide had returned, the pavilion was pre- 
pared, and adorned, the table was covered, and 
nothing now remained, but to fufpend the ef- 
fe& of the magical charm, which prolonged 
the fleep of Habib. But it was neceffary, that 
he fhould awake on the fopha, aear. which the 
table was placed, and having the three fifters 
eppolite to him, 

6 Lot 
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* Let us fee now, filters,” faid the eldeff, * if 
this is the Arabian Knight, the-lover of Dora~ 
thil-Goafe. I am about. to employ a mear: 
which will infallibly be fuccefsfull. Raife’ 
your hands, and keep them in a gentle motion: 
while am going to {peak : “By the great’ 
Prophet Solomon, Knight, inthe name of Dora-- 
thil-Goafe, Lawaken thee!” 

“© Dorathil-Goafe !” Jadiesbiat Habib, - 
** ftarting from his fleep, and fitting wp on the’ 
fopha. He looked around him, and was at’ 
once dazzled’ and confounded. Three beautiful 
young women, almoft naked, a:table loaded 
with the moft favory difhes, fruits, flow-- 
ets, a pavilion all of purple and coral, and the: 
endearing name of Dorathil-Goafe, all contri- 
buted to produce this effed. 

** Dorathil-Goafe !” exclaimed he, refuming ‘ 
his courage, ‘* and looking around him, where 
i¢ my beloved Dorathil-Goafe?”—* She is: 
not here, Knight,” replied the eldeft of the fifters, . 
but you are in view'of one of the iflands, which 
have been taken from her, by the rebel genies. 
You can difcern the land acrofs that arm of the 
fea. It appears from this like a thick vapour 
bounding the horizon. 

“« Are you of her train? Whither am IJ tran- 
fported ?” faid the young Sultan, full of emo- 
tion.—“* We are,” replied the eldeft fifter, - 
‘daughters of the fea, and though at prefent ‘ 

fubjected, - 


at 
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fubjected, much againft our inclination,. to the: 
laws of the rebel Abarikaf, and under the im-. 
mediate rule of the monfter Racachik, yet our 
faithful hearts own fubmiffion to no fovereign: 
but Dorathil-Goafe.” 

‘* Where are thefe ufurpers ?” replied Ha- 
bib, enflamed with anger: ‘I will free the: 
world from them.’ Sir,” replied the eldeft 
of the three Naiads, “ they are both beyond. 
the reach of your ftrokes. Abavikaf is on the 
Black Ifland, and before you arrive there you. 
have fix.tocrofs. ‘-Racachik is on the White 
Ifland, which is feen from this.”——* I will at= 
tack ‘him inftantly,” faid Habib.— The at- 
tempt is practicable, but new means muft be 
employed.”’—‘‘ They will eafily be found, ad- 
ded the hero: I am here in the middle of an: 
enchantment, for which J am,. without doubt,. 
indebted to. the kindnefs of Il’Haboul, or 
the favour of Dorathil-Goafe: but where am 
1?” On the fame rock on which you were 
afleep yefterday, and we have endeavoured to. 
render every thing more commodious for 
you.”—** [ thank you,” faid Habib:. your 
power appears to me to depend on more charms. 
than one; but if you are difpofed to continue 
your goodnefs to me, might not the leaft pawer- 
ful of them all be employed to change this: 
pavilion into.a boat, which might at once tran- 

f{port. 
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fport me to the ifland where the enemy of Dow 


rathil-Goafe commands ?” 

» “ Knight! replied the eldeft of the fitters: 
of the fea, ‘although we arethree tillers, daugh-- 
ters of genies, and genies ourfelves, yet there’ 
is neither charm nor enchantment here. This 
pavilion, and: this frugal repaft, are the effe&: 
of means altogether natural ; the fatigues you’ 
have experienced. fince your departare from: 


Arabia, muft neceffarily have exhaufted your™ 


vigour ; partake with confidence of thefe dithes, 
which friendly hands have ‘prepared. You 
will not fufpe& our zeal, when we affure: 
you, that in avenging our Queen on the tyrant” 
Racachik,.you will do us a greater fervice than’ 
if you had reftored us to freedom and: repofe.- 


—But I will fay nomore, if you refufe to tafte* , 


of the difhes we have fet before you.” 
Habib yielded toher importunities, and the: 


daughter of the waters thus went on: * Ever” 


fince-Abarikaf completed his attempt in ftir- 
ring up a fpirit: of difaffection through ail the’ 


dependant provinces of Dorathil-Goafe, he has: 
* given the command of the White Ifland, the’ 


frontier of his dominions, to the genie Raca- 
chik, the moft cruel and infamous of all the’ 


wretches under his governnient. 
_ + “Thismontter, before he repaired to the ftand- 
ards of Abarikaf, infefted the feas: in the fhape: 


ef-an-enormous fhark ; he purfued veflels, and- 


“ 
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‘by the poifon of his looks, charmed all the 
dailors and paffengers by whom he was per- 

ceived. Unhappy they, whofe attention he 

was able to attract! Their heads turned round, 

they dropped into the fea, and the monfter drag. 

ged them under the waves, to devour them. 

He is itill perpetually tormented: with this 

-rage ; and when he does not meet with ftran- 

gers to fatisfy his voracity, he gluts himfelf 
with the fubje@s of the Queen. The tyrant 

-Abarikaf authorifes him in this ; and both of 
them have {worn to extirpate the pofterity of 

Adam. 

** He cannot indeed kill us, but we are refer- 
ved for torments more cruel than death. From 
among us he choofes his wives and his flaves. 
Thefe he changes with every moon, and at her 
Next increafe, my fifters and I muft enter a 
pond of falt water, which ferves himas a 
harem ; the fatal term is determined in three 
days! Should you attack the monfter, what 
earneft prayers for your fuccefs will we offer 
_- up! Yet we muft not conceal the dangers you 
smuit run. 

** That he might be able to live upon the 
Jand, the monfter has aflumed a human body, 
retaining, however, the head of the fhark, on 
-account of the triple row of teeth with which 
itis armed; he would quit it, if he could 
@oncelve one .more voracious. His gigantic 
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body is covered with enchanted fhells, which 
ferve him for armour,; that of a large tortoife 
forms his buckler, and an enortnous fhell is 
placed upon his head, in the thape of an hel- 
met’; and the fnout of a fword fith, fix cubits 
long, ferves him for a fpear. He mounts a fea 
horfe, as frightful.as himfelf; and when they 
both kindle for battle, the yells of the Knight 
are ftill more dreadful than thofe of his fteed. 
‘‘ For a fabre, he carries the rtb of a whale, 
which he has fendered fharper than fteel; and 
fo heavy are his arms and his armour, that 
all his ftrokes are mortal. Human ftrength is 
of no avail againft him, for every thing which 
he wears, and every weapon he employs, is en- 
chanted.”—“ Madam!” interrupted Habib 
with livelinefs, ‘* could I not, in three days, be 


carried to the ifland which Racachik is defola- 


ting? Haften as much as poflible the means of 
tranfporting me. I now arife, and hear 1 
{wear, not to fit down till I have accomplifhed 
the vengeance of heaven on this barbarous foe 
of humanity.” 

As he pronounced this oath, the countenance 
of Habib brightened, and aflumed fo fublime a 
charatter, that it would have infpired a whole 
army with courage. He took fome fteps in the 
pavilion, and the dignity of his gait, and the 
noble and lofty graces of his motions, heighten- 
ed the expreffion of his features. 

Ilzaide 
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~ Tizaide, concealing her head behind that of 


her eldeft fifter, A hero! fifter,” faid fhe, - 


“never did I fee one.—-What is fo beautiful 
asa hero !—I tremble—to love him.”—* I fear 
it is no longer time for you to tremble,” re- 
plied the eldeft. aie 
' “ Valiant Knight!” continued the, addref. 
fing the Sultan, we are’ more eager than your- 
felf, to procure you the means of delivering us 
from the tyrant by whom. we are opprefled. 
In one of the windings of this mountain, there 
is a marth full of reeds, remarkably tall and 
ftrong, Of thefe we will forma raft, on which, 
taking the advantage of a calm fea, we our« 
felves will condu& you to the White Iand. 
Meanwhile, repofe yourfelf, and continue to. 
take'your repaft in tranquillity. « Siter,” 
faid the to Ilzaide, “ let us go immediately and 
prepare the raft !"-“ T will follow you,” re- 
. plied. Habib. “ I neither want addvefs nor 
firvength, and can fhare in your labours,’* 

“ My fifters.and I will be fufficient for it,” 
replied the eldeft. ** We mutt pafs betwixt two 
waters, into a place which to you would be in- 
aeceflible: you fhall fee us again in alittle: we 
are eager to ‘enable you to perform the vow 
you have made; and to-morrow morning we 
will depart for the White Ifland.” 

Saying this they went away, and hy fpring- 
_ ing from rock to rock, they reached a {mall emi- 
Vou. IIL,’ . +3 ' nence 
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nence bordering on the fea, There,while they 
. were tucking up their garments, and twifting 
their hair for plunging into the fea, the youngett 
of the fifters faid to het companions ; * Being’ 
thus left alone, the hours will be tedious and 
“wearifome to him.”—“ You would have been 
extremely glad to have kept him company,” 
replied the eldeft to her; ‘* and while we were 
engaged in conftruting the raft, you would 
have laboured to’ruin it: Sifter ! you have al- 
ready traverfed the fea, but you know not all 
its dangers: let us go where duty calls.” All 
the three then plunged into the water, and went 
to prepare the raft.. 

Habib having finifhed his repatt, and feeing 
the day haftening to a clofe, performed his ablu- 
tion, offered up- his prayers, and peacefully 
committed himfelf to fleep, expecting the re- 
turn of the daughters of the fea. - The early 
rays of the fun foon ftruck his eyelids ; his 
looks were immediately dire€ted to the ex- 
panfe which feparated him from the White 
Ifland, and his eyes eagerly meafured its extent. 
Suddenly he perceived upon the fea, which 
‘was feareely ruffled by the gentle zephyrs, an 

- unufual motion ; he could diftinguith an object 
advancing rapidly towards the fhore, and feve~ 
ral heads raifed above the water called upon 

‘him. “+ Come knight: mount this raft.” He 


recognized the voice of the daughters of the 
~ fea, 
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fea, and fprang upon the tender veflel, which 
immediately rowed through the waves. ae 

Eight doiphins were: yoked to the raft-; the 
eldeit of the Naiads, with her body raifed abov 
the water down to her girdle, and fipportill 
her two hands on’the ftern of the veflel, ferve 
ed it.for a rudder. The two younger, fwim- 
_ Ming each at a fide, preferved the equilibrium 
with one of their hands ; and Habib, wholly oc- 
cupied with his proje&, fat upon the raft. 

The whole of the White Ifland was foon in 
wiew. The palace of the tyrant, built of coral 
and fhells, appeared upon the moft prominent 
point of the ifland. The guards, having per- 
ceived the warrior at a great diftance, founded 
the alarm, and announced his arrival to Raca- 
chik ;-and the monfter thought himfelf al- 
ready in poffeflion of a new prey. ‘ Let him 
advance,” faid he; ‘afk at him whathe wants > 

Dearly hail he certainly learn, that no ftran- 
"ger lands here without meafuring his ftrength 
and courage with mine. Meanwhile I will arm 
myfelf, that may give him a fuitable reception.” 

In the mean time, the raft reached the fhore ; 
and Habib having fprung from it with great 


agility, was joined by one of the centinels,a. 


' kind of amphibious moniter, who propofed 
queftions to him as he had been ordered. 
_. Go,” faid Habib, .“* tell thy mafter, that I 
em come here to engage him,”—“ You are 

li2 not 
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not armed,” replied the monfter, “ and- you 
have no horfe.”—“* You know nothing about 
the matter,” replied the Sultan; “my turban 
jas ftrong as an helmet; and my feymetar 
b plies the place of-a cuirafs and a fhield, and 
I have no need of an horfe’; only let your maf- 
ter dare to attack me! I challenge him, together 
with all his power.” 
This meflage was delivered. Racachik iles 
came furious. Covered with his feales, and 
mounted upon his frightfull fea horfe, whofe 


unweildy gallop raifedacloud of duft,; he haftened _ 


towards the fhore, and feeing the hero, ‘* Cons 
temptible offspring of Adam,’ faid he to him, 
*s fatellite of Mahomet! Thy head is full of 
vanity, becaufe; like other worms, thou creep- 
eft not on the earth; and becaufe it is raifed 
three cubits above. the mud of which it was 
formed. \Doft thou dare to infult and defy the 


genie Racachik! Receive the punifhment of 
thy audacity.” At the fame time he pufhed . 


his horfe towards Habib, and prepared to pierce 
him with his terrible f{pear. : 
The young hero drew his foymetar, and. be- 
fore the ftroke ‘could reach him, the fpear of 
_ his adverfary was fhivered to pieces. The vio- 
“ flenee of the fhoeck benumbed the arm of the 
tyrant, his horfe reared, and, no longer obedi- 
- jent to the hand of the rider, rufhed with him to 
" sthe fhore, and was overturned with him. 


Racachik, 
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Racachik; now confcions of his danger, cal- 
led to him all the. powers that were under his 


command. At that very inftant the fea was a- © 


gitated, and caft them forth. The thore was 
covered with fea calves, and lions, and 

whales approaching it, ipurted up fuch tor= 
rents of water, as appeared to form an infup- 
perable barrier betwixt the young Sultan and 


his adverfary. The whole coaft re-echoed with 


difmal yells, and ali the monfters fummoned 
by Racachik, at once rufhed upon the hero. 
For fome time he maintained the combat with 
his fcymetar ; but, overpowered by numbers, 
and finding that his efforts would foon be vain, 
he thrice brandifhed his f{ecymetar in the air, and 
with confidence pronounced the formidable word 


Power. This produced an immediate effet: the 


monfters who had been able to refit the fword, 
conftrained by a fuperior power, rufhed again 
into the gulfs from which they had iffued forth. 
Racachik ftill ventured to appear, and with 
the whales rib which he wore inftead of a {cy- 
metar, endeavoured to oppofe the formidable 
armour of Solomon ; but it broke into a thouf- 
and pieces ; and his fcaly body, together with 
his enchanted armour, was reduced to duft.. 
*« Go, wretch !’* faid Habib, “ and groan thro’ 
eternity in the caverns of Caucafus !* At that 
inftant, all the remains of the monfters difap-, 
peared the coaft was Icft clear and. folitary, 
ee and 
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and Racachik exited no more: but i in the me- 

mory of the revolted genies. : 

_ A mournful and penfive: filence. Secale 

the agitation of this terrible fcene. And the 

wigtorious:- Habib, recognizing the will of the 
- -deftinies, fell upon his knees, before that-being _ 
-whowatched over lim, and thus-exclaimed. 

“O thou power, whom nothing can refift ! 

.thy enemies are overthrown; at thy breath 
they have difappeared: and what has become 
.of their remains ? 

_ © The fire which confumes the ftubble - har- 
veft, leaves fome traces behind; but thy ene- 
mies are, a weoet and where ate their 

athes ? | 
“ The feeble reed, in the hands of the fer- 
vant of God, has more force than the oak in the 
hands of the wicked. 

- [placed myfelf.on the bow of Mahomet 
and Solomon; they thot-me at this curfed race, 
and I have wholly deftroyed it !” 

Habib arofe, overpowered with the bleflings: 
he had. received, and perceived not the fnare 
which gratitude was {preading for his modefty._ 
'.. “The thore’ was covered with the daughters 
of the fea, who were crowned with fea plants, 
and girded with garlands. They had cometopay 
homage to t! xeir deliverer, and. lay: the tresfures 
of their element ar his fect. The melodious. 
harmony of their voices, and the graces of their 

ep maxi, 


‘ARABIAN TALES. = =§- «97 
mein, would have foftened the moft favage 
breaft. They croudedaround the'hero, and prof- 
trated themfelves at-his knees. The young Il- 
-zaide and herfifters were more eagerthan the 
teit; but Habib,.confounded with thefe marks. 
of refpeéct, refufed to receive them. ‘I have 
done nothing for you,” faid he, ‘¢ and you.are 
Mader no obligation toja,.man whohas f{carcely 
fulfilled his duty: Is there no mofque here, in 
which-to worfhip the Deity? Let us repair 
-to the temple, thither I will march before you. 
Is there any faithful fubje& of Dorathil-Goafe 
prefent? To her I will remit your prefents, 
for whom alone I ought to accept them.” 

At that inftant, a genie, named Balazan, 
and.in his natural fhape, prefented himfelf. 
‘His head-was bent under the load of years, his 
wings were broken, and his body galled with 
the chains with which the tyrant had loaded 
him. ‘ Sir!” faid he, ‘in the time of Queen 
Camarilzaman, we had three mofques in this 
place, but Racachik has profaned and deftroy- 
ed them. That heap of ruins which you be- 
hold, is the remains of a city which he plun- - 
dered, devouring all its inhabitants. Since 
that time the ifland has been without com- 
merce or cultivation. I had been appointed 
to the command of it by Illaboufatrou ; but Ra~ 
cachik, at his arrival, caufed me be fhut up 
in the dungeon, from which I have juft efcap-~ 

ed 


at 


ee aes 
380 “, ARABIAN TALES. 


ed by your power. I come to pay homage 
‘to the ambaflador of Solomon, in whofe hands 
thefword of that prophet fhines on this fhore, 
and to own fubjeGtion to the deliverer of the 
. Children of God, and the avenger of Darl 
Goafe.” 5 
“ Come, Balazan ! ! ‘replied Habib, ‘ in 
the name of the great Prophet, and of Dora- 
thil-Goafe, whofe Knight I'am, I reftore to 
“you all the power -with which you were for- 
merly invefted. Take thefe treafures which 
you behold at my feet, caufe the *mofques be 
‘rebuilt, and from the top of the minarets let — 
the muezin invite to them the faithful fubje&ts 
‘whom fear has difperfed. Govern here in the 
“name of Mahomet, of the illuftrious Solomon, 
- and of your Queen. Every where re-eftablith 
order, and affift me in conveying myfelf to Me- 
dinaz-il-ballor.” 
- Noble, and valiant Knight ' 1? replied Ba- 
* Jazan, “* with confidence I receive your orders, 
and fubmit to them, in the name of the power~ 
ful Creator of the univerfe. But, Sir! it is 
beyond my power to give you any affiftance 
in your journey to’ the place whither you are 
called by fate. The ifland is deftitute of eve- 
-ry veflel for navigation, and the road through 
the air is ufelefs, fince, as you fee, my 
wings are cut! And had they ftill all their, 
fixength, yet Abarikaf is fo completely maf. 
ss ter 
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ter of the paflages on high, that my refources 
would be of no avail. -You muft continue to 
pafs from ifland to ifland, in the fame way in 
which you were conduéted thither. Avail 
yourfelf of the enthufiafm, which your perfon 
and virtues have fpread among the genies of 
the fea. “Efface from their remembrance, the | 
dangers to which they have been expofed to~ 


gether with you; and they will be able to con- 


du@ you into the very centre of your enemies 
forces. The reft muft be the work of your 
valour, and. of the high decrees of deftiny. 

“« Terror has already infected the Yellow 
and the Red Iflands. Mokilras, the tyger of 
the fea, and fon of the dreadful. tyrant, from 
whom you have juft delivered us, has the 
command of them both: Informed of the de- 
feat of his father, he has alteady taken every 
precaution which fear can fuggeft. Difficul- 
ties await you, but if you are able to furmount 
them, you, muft take pofleffion of the fkin of 
this monfter, and make a ftandard of i It, at the 
fight of which the Red iffand will immediate- 
ly fubmit.” 

Habib then addrefling himfelf to the eldeft 
of the daughtets of the fea, faid to her, * If I 
could here find a fifherman’s bark, or a {mall 


boat, IT would inftantly fet fail for the Yellow 


Ifland ; but as thefe cannot be procured, would 
-the genies of ‘your element tefufe me their 
- aid 3” 
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aid?” Should fear,” replied the, “ deter . 


_ them from the enterprife, or fhould they be 
ignorant of the high degree of confidence, that 
a Knight like you deferves, my fifters and I 


‘would teach them their duty. The dolphins | 


ean ftill condu& your raft within a league of 
the land ; but it would be dangerous for.them 
to go farther, on account of the preparations 
‘which Mokilras will have’ taken.”—‘* What 
is it to fwim a league?” faid Habib, “ fora 
man determined to, undertake every thing in 
the profecution of his duty.” Ske 

**O generous Knight !” replied the daughter 
of the fea, “ who would refufe to follow you, 


| were it only to fee, and hear, and admire you? 


But are you not afraid of being yourfelf de- 
voured by the monfters of the deep?”—*‘* I 
am afraid of nothing, Madam, but of not ex- 
ecuting, as I ought, the will of my deftiny im 
the fervice of yout Queen.”—‘* Depend upon 
us, valiant hero ! my fifters and: I will referve 
for ourfelves the honour of aflifting you.” 
hat inftant the raft departed, and feemed 
. to fly over the waters. They could already 
diftinguifh the commotions which were taking 
place on the Yellow Ifland; and were only a 


league diftant from it, when the. dolphins, 


warned by their infting, fuddenly ftopped, and 
ftrugcled to break the chains which bound 


them to the raft. One of the fifters advanced | 


~ 
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and cut them ; and the raft remained motion. — 
lefs. Ina {hort time, a billow, which the fea 
montfters raifed, feemed about to {wallow it up; 
but Habib, who faw that not a moment was 
to be loft, in delivering his lovely companions 
from the dangers that threatened them, took 
the {fcymetar in his hand, and began to {wim, 
pzonouncing at the fame time the formidable 
word of the talifman. The waters might be 
faid, of their own accord, to have arranged 
themfelves, in order to point out to him an 
infallible courfe. The billows were fcattered, 

the furface of the fea became {mooth, and the 
hero was carried to a part of the coaft, where 
no obftacle oppofed his landing. 

His enemies, difperfed in ciufters, no faoner 
beheld his looks, than they betook themfelves 
to flight. Wherever the croud appeared thick. 

eft, thither he marched ; and being the meffen.- 

r of t e thunder, which was about to burft, 
he ruthed upon.them with his. fabre, and all, 
who refifted the keen edge of his blade, were 
inftantly fcattered. 

Mokilras, the enormous tyger, took his po- 
fition on:his two feet ; he threw, at the hero, 
the unwet dy club with which he was armed, 
and, quick@y refuming his own nature, he fled 
upon his foar feet. Habib purfued him; but 
as he was not to be overtaken by human vi- 

_ gour or agility, he pronounced, with a loud 

. voice, 
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voice, the fatal word, and at the fame-time 
exclaimed, “ Mokdlras! im the name of Solo= 
mon, L arreft you.” The monfter-was motion-~ 
lefs. Avfingle ftroke of the fcymetar cut off 
‘ his head, and his fkin was inftantly carricd © 

off 

No fooner was the tyrant of the Yellow If 
land deftroyed, than all the elements returned 
to their natural courfe, and filence fucceeded 
the frightful tumult, by which they were agin 
tated. 

Meanwhile, the shires’ daughters of the fea 
had rallied upon the raft; and the young Il- 
zaide, ftanding upon the veffel, and applying 
to her mouth along fea trumpet, recalled from 
afar the affrighted dolphins. Obedient to her 
voice, they crowded back.to the raft; and all 
the inhabitants of the waters joined in concerts 
of joy; the air refounded with the fongs of vic- 
tory, and the whole crowd thronged to the 
fhore, the moment Mokilras was {poiled by the 
hero. 

' Habib returned, and rejecting the homage. 
which bordered:on adoration: ‘* Creatures of 
the Almighty,” faid he, * lift up your eyes to 
heaven’! there dwells the only obje& of your 
gratitude. ‘Subjects of Dorathil-Goafe! to her’ 
your 'refpe&, homage, and fubmiffion are due. 
Her Knight referves nothing but the privilege. 

; - of 
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of joining his vows to yours, and of areca: in 
your deliverance.” 

As he finifhed, crowds of people, flocking 
from all quarters, encreafed his triumph, and 
his embarraffment. All of them wifhed to 
{wear obedience to him, and afked him to im- ~ 
pofe new laws; when happily the aged Bala- 
zam appeared. As foon as every thing in the 
White Ifland had fubmitted.to the power of 
this genie, he had endeavoured to raife himfelf 
in the air, that, if poflible, he might follow the 
fuccefsful fortunes of the young Habib; and, 
with great difficulty, had been able to join him 
in the Yellow Ifland, at the moment, when its 
inhabitants were paying him their homage. 
“¢ Subjects of Dorathil-Goafe,” faid the old ; 
genie, as he arrived, ‘ this valiant Knight re- 
ceives the expreflions of your gratitude ; re- 
turn to your poffeflions; and from this day 
fubmit to the laws of our Sovereign.—And 
you Knight !” faid he to Habib, “ take 2 mo- 
ment’s repofe. The fubjection of the Red If- 
land is a conqueft unworthy of your labours. 
I alone will mount the raft, on which you. 
were conduéted to this place, and carry with 
me the cin of Mokilras, and his armour. At 
the terri e fight! of the trophy I will form of 
thefe, the rebels will voluntarily ftreteh forth © 
their hands to the chains I fhiall carry for them. 
Referve your ftrength for the attack ef the 
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Green and Blue Iilands, and efpecially for that 
of the Black Ifland !” 

Habib. valued not the vi€tory which was 
_gained without danger; and therefore abandon- 
ed the enterprife to the conduc of Balazan, 
mand fought the repofe, which the labours a- 
waiting him rendered necefiary. » 

He was ftilk afleep, when Balazan arrived 
.from the Red Ifland, holding in his hand two ~ 
Jbottles ‘of goat’s fkin. ‘ Knight !” faid he to 
Habib, awakening him, ‘ behold the remain- © 
der of the only dangerous enemies which were 
‘in the country I have juft fubjected to the 
laws of the Queen. I have fhut them up in 
thefe bottles, and. am going to fend them imme- 
diately to the mouth of the caverns of Mount 
Caucafus. To-morrow you may repair, with- 
out any obftacle, to the Red Ifland, and there 
_confider in what manner you are to puriue 

your victories. But the dangers you are a- 

‘bout to encounter will admit of no defcrip- 
tion. Nifabic, a genie, whofe enchantments 
are perhaps equal to thofe of Abarikaf, is go- 

-vernor of the Green Ifland, and his empire ex- 
tends alfo over the Blue. It is impoffible to 

“conjedure i in what manner his attacks ought 
to be refifted, for he varies them perpetually ; ‘ 

and if their eff-@s are vifible, your genie muit 
“meet thofe that he conceals from you. All 
this would be impoflible to us, but nothing — 

mult 
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muft be fo to the champion of Dorathil- 
Goafe.” : 

Refiftance and difficulties fited the courage” 


_of the Arabian Prince ; and, with the firft rays” 
of morning, he fet out for the Red Ifland ; the 


dolphins dragging the raft.. He paffed the point 


of it, that he might be within reach of the 
Green Ifland, which he propofed to ‘attack 
newt day. 5 
The daughters of the fea had not forfaken 
their deliverer, and perpetually miniftered to 
his ‘neceflities.. The hero, left to his own 
reflexions, recalled to his memory, the faying. 
of the wife Il’Haboul, I am more afraid of 
danger to you from fecret flratagem, than from 
open force. He therefore put himfelf on his 
guard againft the artifices of the genie, whom 
he was to fubdue. And having done fo he- 
fecurely fell afleep in the arms of Providence, 
and arofe next day with a heart full of ardor 
and hope. 

The hero was rowing quietly towards the 
place of his deftination, when, all at once, the 
three fifters thrieked aloud, and the head and 
hands of Hzaide, who fwam along fide of the 
raft, difappeared. Habib drew his feymetar, - 
and began to fwim ; but finding himfelfentang- 
led with nets, he pronounced the formidable 
word, and employed the edge of his blade, and - 
the mathes of the nets yielded on every fide. - 

ae Rk. He- - 
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He laid hold of Ilzaide and cartied her to the | 
raft’; he then flew in hafte to the relief of her 
fifters. After they were all in fafety, he ob= 
ferved, ‘that the raft was agitated without ad- 
' vancing forwards, and that the dolphins were 
‘entangled in the fame nets. Hefwam around 
and difengaged them. And, in order to fecure 
his courfe, he mounted the foremoft of the dol- 
phins, and dire&ted his progrefs towards the 
' . land, cutting, on the right and left, the nets 
that lay in his way. 
From the fummit of ene of the highett 
towers of his palace of fteel, the tyrant obfer- 
_ wed the obje& which was advancing towards 
the fhore. He faw that it paffed the magical 
net, with which he had encumbered the fea. 
He did not perceive the Arabian: Prince ; but 
upon a huge body, which floated to the land 
with great rapidity, he obferved a group of 
three women almoft naked, and was altagether 
- at a lofs againft what fort of danger he ought 
to provide. They had greatly miflaken his 
charatter, if they thought of captivating him 
with their beauty ; and the precautions he had 
taken rendered him fecure from every fort of 
enchantment. The palace which he occupied 
was of aétual fteel, and the only accefs to it 
lay through a vault cut in the folid rock, 
armed with fharp points of iron, and defended 
by hy which hung = bya thread. This 
~~ defence 


Ss 
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défence conld not be overcome either by en-~ 
chantments, or the charms of any fort a ma~- 
gic. : 

Nifabic, thus eonbding 4 in his ftrength, ‘fle % 
lied out of his palace, leaped through the for- 
midable vault, and came to meet his adverfary. 
The group he had perceived advanced towards 
the land, and the Knight fprung upon the — 
fhore. ‘The hero was held in moft fovereign 
contempt by the monfter, who was armed from. 
head to foot, and who, on confulting the flars 
concerning his fortune, had learned, that, 7” 
order to become mafter of his perfon, it would 
be neceffary to get poffefion of bis houfe of fleels 
It apeared to him impoffible, that his enemy 
could efcape the dangers of the myfterious - 
vault, and fhould he even be fo fortunate, he 
would find it impoflible to deftroy the fort, 
which he would meet with, after having pafled - 
the dangerous vault. - 

-Nifabic appeared before Habib, holding in ° 
his hand a elub of fteel of an enormous weight. 
‘s Who art thou, audacious fellow ?” faid he ; 
*‘'what madnefs hath brought you hither to 
meet your fate ?”—* I am the Knight of Do. 
rathil-Goafe,” replied Habib ; ** and am come to ° 
chaftife fuch as have rebelled_againft God and °* 
Selomon.”—* Vile infe& !” replied the en- 
raged genie; ‘* you have but one life to lofe, 
and dareft thou, unarmed, infylt Nifabic ! : 

Kk 3. Die- 
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Die ‘i the death I referve for my ieee. ba 
At the fame time, he raifed his club with an 
incredible celerity, and aimed a ftroke at the 
hero’s head. The Arabian Prince oppofed its. 
fall, with nothing but the blade of his feyme- 
» tar; but the effe& of it was terrible. The club- 
dropped from the hands of Nifabic,. and drag- 
ged him along with it. The talifman confound- 
ed him, and perceiving that he was finking 
under the power of his enemy, he pronounced: 
his dark conjurations. Habib approached the 
body, in order to pierce the fallen genie, but 
perceiving nothing but his armour, he found. 
that he was matter of ee but. the outfide. 
of a warriour. 

The material fabftince of Nifabic had dif— 
appeared, and the Prince of Arabia had no» 
idea, that this conqueft was more valuable to: 
him than the real body of the geriies In reali-. 
ty, it explained the prophecy which faid, that 
in order to become mafter of the rebel, 7 
would be neceffary to. get poffefion of bis houfe: 
of feel. For the oracle meant the armour in: 
which the genie was cloathed, and in which. 
he feemed to have placed all his-confidence. 

Habib defpifed this armour, whofe propor- 
tions far exceeded the ftature of ordinary men; 
and with four figgkes of his fcymetar, he made 
the chains which faftened it difappear, fcatters. 
oe its fragments, - thus fulfilled: another 
: prophecy 
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prophecy of the oracle; the powers fubje& ta’ 


Nifabte will be loofened and difperfed. 

In becoming invifible, and retreating. wei 
the vault, through which the entrance to his 
habitation lay, the monfter made the laft trial. 
of his power. He appeared in his natural 
fhape, with his feymetar, and waited for Ha- 
bib at the entry of the-vault, as if to challenge 
him to fingle combat. The young Prince al- 
lowed himfelf to be drawn into the fnare, and 
the genie retreated two fteps. He cut the 
thread by which the key of the vault was fuf- 
pended, and the rocks tumbled down with a 
horrible crafh. 


As foon as the. Sultan heard the firft efforts,. 


he pronounced, with a loud voice, the formi- 
dable word of the talifman, and oppofed his 
gleaming blade to the fall of the rocks. The 
fragments, as they fell, arranged themfelves on 
his right and left, and did not occafion him the 
fmalleft harm. He was furrounded by a dread- 
_ ful duft, and heard nothing on every fide but 
‘the fhrieks and groans, which came from Ni- 
fabic himfelf. ‘* Arabian!” faid the genie to 
him, ‘* misfortune has now inftru@ted me, and 
I recognife your deftiny and my own. I truft- 
ed in the oracles, but they have deceived me. 
Long have I expe&ted you; but as your 
power was difguifed under fo weak appears 
ances, Isdid not recognize you, and im- 
prudently delivered. myfelf to your vitto- 
rious 
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rious arm. Do not abufe your fuccefs; Tam 
crufhed under thefe ruins, -and in this fituation 
_ my exiftence would-be dreadful. Caufe me 
to be tranfported to the dungeons of Caucafus, » 
that I may at leaft-enjoy the fympathy of o--_ 
thers in diftrefs '” . 
“ Genie!” replied Habib, ‘ thou art guil- - 
ty of many crimes ; but I have the foul of a’ 
true Knight, and even my enemy may afk a 
favour from me ; neverthelefs, I cannot come 
to a decifion without counfel, and will not re- - 
turn thee an anfwer, till after I thall have of- - 
fered up three prayers.” 
Habib was as it were buried in a hole, in» 
the middle of the rocks; and the duft was ° 
fcarcely difperfed, when he faw like two ftars . 
{parkling over’ his head. Thefe were the’ 
charming eyes of the youngeft of the daugh- 
ters of the fea. ‘¢ Is it you, Sir?” faid fhe; | 
‘how happy are we! We trembled for your © 
life, when we beheld this mountain tumble 
down upon you. Take hold of my hair, 
‘Knight! and be not afraid of hurting me. I 
have both ftrength and courage.” Saying 
this, fhe let down her locks to him ; the end 
of which he feized, and was drawn up from: 
the fubterraneous paflage. © 
_ Habib’s firft care was to thank his deliver- 
er. ‘ I have done nothing,” faid the, “* tode- 
_ ferve your thanks ; but would willingly make 
you | 
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you the happieft of mortals ! At the fame time — 
fhe ftretched forth her hand to affift him in paf« 
fing from rock to rock, till at laft they arriv- 
ed on the outer rampart of the ditches of the 
palace of fteel, the bial refidence of the genie 
Nifabic. 

They were fcarcely arrived when they per- 
ceived the two other fifters on the neighbour. 
ing rocks. ‘ Come fifters,” exclaimed Il- 
zaide, ** he is here !” Nothing but a flrong and 
fincere paffion could have fecured our hero 
from the many attacks of Ilzaide, fo much the 
more dangerous that they were innocent. But 
he was already vanquifhed by his deftiny, and 
the Queen had nothing to fear. 

Yet the conqueft of the Green Ifland was 
not complete. Thecuaftle of fteel was inaccef- 
fible; the fortifications were guarded, and the 
gates and bridges fhut. ‘* 1am yet ignorant,” 
faid Habib, ‘“* how I fhall be enabled to fuce 
ceed in this bold enterprize. There is an ims 
_ pregnable fort, againft which human ftrength 
can be of no avail. I have no longer cons 
fidence in myfelf, but in the decreés of the fate 
by which I am conducted. It may be poffible, 
that in confeffing his defeat, Nifabic has only 
been artfully laying a {nare, in order to draw 
me into a new combat; and dangers may yet 
await me here, to which you muft not be ex- © 
pofed.. Return to your own element, and offer: 

. up: 


. 
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' up prayers for the knight of Dorathil-Goafe ;. 
at leaft, let your diftance from the danger ren- 
der me entirely eafy on your account.” —* No, 
we will not Jeave you,” replied the daughters 

of the fea; “ whoever is with you, is beyond 
the reach of danger.”——"* Were you always at* 
my fide,” addéd the youngeft, “I thould brave 
the tempefts which rend the rocks.” 

Habib, with thefabre in his hand, approach- 

_ ed the draw-bridge. ‘* By Solomon !” cried-he,. 
and in virtue of this talifman, I order this: 
bridge to fall down.” It inftantly turned upon’ 
its hinges, and the paflage was laid opens The 
warriour cut with his feymetar the two chains 
which aflifted in raifing it, and Eo into~ 

‘the court of the fortrefs. 

‘In the middle of this court food a pillar, on- 
the top’6f ‘which was placed an iron cage. This’ 
monument was covered with talifmans, and 
had the following infcription written upon it. . 
Thou canft not be deftroyed but by the power of 
Arabia. Habib ftruck all the talifmans with : 
his fabre, and a fudden noife refounded from. 
the centre of the fubterraneous abodes, even to 
the fummit of the vaults. The pillar was broe- 
ken in pieces, and the fubje&ts of Dorathil-- 
Goafe, who were confined in chains, at once: 
rufhed from their dungeons. The cage was 
now on the ground; and Habib perceived with-- 
iz it, avery extraordinary objett, whofefpecies « 
me. he= 
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‘he.could fcarcely diftinguith. It was ss ince: 





woman, whofe countenance was concealed by cee 


her hair. ‘ Who are you, madam ?” afied the 
hero.—“ Sir !”” replied fhe, ‘ deliver me from — 
this prifon, and give’ me fome cloaths, that I 
may appear with decency before you. This cage 
is fhut by a talifman, which the favage Nifabic 
always carries with hint; endeavour to open 
it; reftore me to liberty, and I will never 
ceafe to blefs God, Mahomet, and you.” — 
** You would not forget the illufirious Selo- 
mon,” replied the Knight, ‘* in whofe name I 
break in pieces every bar.”? At the fame time 
he firuck the bars of the cage with his feyme- 
tar, 

The three. daughters of the fea, after divid- 
ing their girdles, covered the prifoner, with 
them, in fuch a manner, that fhe could,appear 
in prefence of the Knight, without offending her 
‘modefty. No fooner were the fubjeéts of Do- 
rathil-Goafe delivered from their chains, than 
they proftrated themfelves before the unknown 
lady, and fhewed her every mark of attach- 
ment and refpeét. Habib being ignorant of the 
reafon of this, faid to them, ** What is this 
you do? Who is this lady ?”—“ Alas! Sir,” 
replied one of them, ‘‘ She is the Lady of the 
Beautiful Trefles. She is a relation of the 
beautiful Dorathil-Goafe, and, before the re- 
volt of Abarikaf, was our Queen.” —‘ O hea- 


ven !” 
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ven !? exclaimed the Arabian Prince, ‘ 
Queen, ‘and a relation of Re ey 
How fiedit 1 reftore to her all that fhe has 
Zoft 2°) he. 

te There will be no “ditheuly 3 in ciesee re- 
plied the perfon to whom he propofed the quef- 
ftion. ** The tyrant, together with the trea- 
fures of the Queen, hath accumylated all the 


a” 





= ofthe iflandin this fortrefs, and fince 


uareé now matter of it, you are mafter of its 
althe The women whom you fee at the 
"Bottom of the court, and whofe fitwation pre- 
“vents ‘then, from approaching, were engaged 
in her’ fervice. They difcovered too much 
attachwient to her after her misfortunes, and a 
prifon! has been the recompence of their fidelity. 
% Bria hither,” faid Habib, * all thofe who 


‘were attached to the perfon of- your Queen, 


and let her again take poffeffion of a palace in 
which'e every thing belongs to her.” 

oe fity elf was in her fervice,”’ replied the 
one whoth he interrogated, and in a place of 


>. traft, You fhall be reinftated in it,” faid 


z 


“Habib, “if fhe thinks it proper. . Meanwhile 


furround:her with every thing which can con- 
tribute to her conveniency : And if you know 
the rooms of this caftle, after you fhall have 


fpoken. ‘to thofe who are to engage again in her 


? fervice, 7 will Stet, wed me, in order that 


I may 
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i may be able to condua her to the moft magy. ag 
nificent gpartment.”. ge stella Be 
All the people, who were to comipofe the e 
eftablifhment of the Lady of the Beautiful Tref. _ f\ 
fes; were affembled in a moment.’ Habib pres : 
fented them to her, and requefted her to ace. 
cept af his hand. “ Yonarereftored to all your ° 
rights, Madam,” {aid he, “and to the govern» 
ment of thisifland. Grant to the Knight of | 
Dorathil. Goafe, the honour of conducting you 
to your palace.” 

The Lady of the Beautiful Trefles caft down 
her eyes, and allowed herfelf to be led to an 
apartment prepared for her by the genie, and 
to which the had preferred the cage, from which 
the had juft been delivered, Every thing in 
the apartment was magnificent. _ Riches of° 
all forts were accumulated in it; and the lady 
immediately found more than was neceffary for 
dreffing, in a becoming manner, both herfelfand + ge 
all her court. . > 2 

The three daughters of the fea had followed « ; 
her, and,as the companions. of the Arabian 
Knight, requefted the favour of being permit. “| 
ted to arrange her beautiful locks, anf eas | 
© Alas fy faid the to them, « they were the.j 
caule of my mifery ; yet, aseven in thy misfor./ 

tune, they were my Only refource, | cannof 

reproach myfelf with the exceflive attachment 

I shave had for them 3 and therefofe, with much 
Vor. II, gs Re hes pleafyre, | 
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‘gleafare,I commit them to your hands.” ‘The 
/Lady of the Beautiful Trefles left her toilet, 
/ ‘with her locks twifted in the form of a tiara 
upon her head, and adorned with firings of 
pearls and rubies, while other two hung down 
her back, reaching below her girdle. _ 
Scarcely was fhe dreffed, when the attendants _ 
-eame to intimate to her that dinner was fer- 
‘ved up. Habib took het*by the-hand, to lead her 
tothe table. She invited the lovely daughters of 
the feato dine with hev; and, for the firft time 
in his life, the Arabian Prince was feated with 
(89 Jadies, and the firft time for thefe fix months, 
fat down to a repaft which was not. earned 
_by his own induaftry, or that of others. The 
-kitchens.and butteries of Mifakobhe had fur- 
‘nifhed every thing. 
The Lady of the Beautiful Sf rettes was in nthe : 
-bloom of youth, of a ftature which was majet- 
-tic and perfeGly elegant: her looks, which 
Pol “were full of animation, breathed an affecting . 
hes Jangour.-A heart, whofe feelings were not alrea- 
ay engaged, might eafily have become enamour- 
sed of her ; but none could refit the intereft that 
“ vi her beauty and misfortunes infpired. Habib 
eee at her with the utmoft tendernefs ; Il- 
eaide accidently caught the motion of his eyes, 
d really affected, without fufpe€ting it, be- 
bs ess jealous, without being” confcious_of it. 
a | The 
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a The entertainment pafled in mutual atten- 
-tions ; and when it was finithed, the company _ 
retired into a chamber, where Habib befought» — 
the lady to have the goodnefs, unlefs it was too ne ee 

troublefome to her, to give him the hiftory of - Pele 
her misfortunes. A’ figh arofe from the lady’s~ + 

heart, and drawing her hands over her beau-- 

tiful eyes, to wipe off the tears, fhe thus be~- 

gan. 
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